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POLICE BLOTTER

only found in the artificial turf that
was made of nylon fibers (known
commonly as astro-turf).

Mr. Del Sordi said his plan going
forth is to continue to review the
testing and information given by the
Department of Health and to ask the
manufacturer to provide materials on
the components of the artificial turf
to make sure that the product does not
have the same components of the
fields in question and is “more in line
with the ones found acceptable by the
Department of Health.”

The business administrator said the
school district is “taking the precau-
tionary steps” that will make it pos-
sible to “put our minds at ease.” He
said the district would get the informa-
tion before putting down the turf field.

“We want to be satisfied that the
material we’re putting down is safe
for our community,” he said.

The project involves both the high
school’s football and soccer fields.
Mr. Del Sordi said the project is “get-
ting close” to the point where they are
ready to receive the artificial turf.

Prior to the meeting, board offi-
cials held a ceremony to recognize
the high school’s 2007-2008 varsity
boys’ basketball team and their
coaches. In a resolution read by Ms.
Nelson, the team was commended on
their season’s record of 23 wins and
eight losses as well as their busy
March: winning the State Sectional
title for the first time since 1960,
winning the state semifinals which
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Whitehouse Elected Pres. ,
Slocum  New Vice-President

gave them a spot in the finals (a first
in SPFHS history), and from there
winning the state championship held
at Rutgers Athletic Center on March
9. The team was ranked in the state’s
top 20 for the season.

The team consisted of players Tim
Bonacum, Brandon Boyd, Keith
Bronikowski, Dan DeCataldo, Bryan
Dougher, Marcus Green, Melvin
Hanciles, Kevin Maroney, Doran
Nelson, Lordley Okarter, Ishmil
Raymond, Reggie Solomon, Justin
Wheeler, Greg Zabel and Robert
Zekunde. The board also recognized
head coach Daniel Doherty and as-
sistant varsity coach Ben Martinez.

“You really did bring Raider pride
and excitement to both communi-
ties,” Mr. Whitehouse said. “You acted
as a unit and we want to thank you for
representing our high school and our
communities in such a distinguished
manor.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes also commended the play-
ers for maintaining “strong academ-
ics.”

The board will meet to discuss
the district’s strategic plan on Tues-
day, May 6 at 7:30 p.m. in Ever-
green School’s multi-purpose room.
Mr. Whitehouse encouraged partici-
pation from the community at the
meeting.

The board will also meet on Thurs-
day, May 13 for an open agenda meet-
ing and on Thursday, May 22 for a
regular public meeting.

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor
THE DEATH PENALTY…New Jersey State Senator Raymond Lesniak (LD-20,
Elizabeth)  signs copies of his new book, “The Road to Abolition – How New Jersey
Abolished the Death Penalty,” at Kean University last Tuesday. Governor Jon
Corzine lends his support.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN FOCUS...Juggler Jennifer Slaw enchants  and fascinates large audiences on
Sunday at the Westfield Street Fair.

Fanwood’s Arbor Day, Trees
Combat Global Warming

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission held its an-
nual Arbor Day Program at Carriage
House Park on April 25. The program
was highlighted by a presentation
from the Park Middle School Envi-
ronmental Club. The club explained
the many ways that trees combat glo-
bal warming.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) was on hand to
give an update on the New Jersey
State Assembly’s ongoing efforts to
improve the environment. Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that,
for the 15th consecutive year,
Fanwood was designated a Tree City
USA by the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation.

Also in attendance to lend their
support was Councilman David Valian
and Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell.
Boy Scout Troop 33 kicked off the

proceedings with a flag ceremony.
Certified tree expert Jeanne Kavinski
was on hand for a question-and-an-
swer session.

The event was sponsored by the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission,
which gave away 80 tree seedlings to
those in attendance.

Shade Tree Commission Chairman
Steven Falco announced that 26 trees
would be planted around Fanwood
this spring by the commission with
another 10 scheduled for the fall.

He ended the program with a quote
from Wangari Maathai, the first Afri-
can woman and first environmentalist
to win the Nobel Peace Prize: “Trees
are the living symbol of peace and
hope. A tree has roots in the soil yet
reaches to the sky. It tells us that in order
to aspire we need to be grounded, and
that no matter how high we go it is from
our roots that we draw sustenance.”

TREE CITY USA…The Park Middle School Environmental Club is joined by
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and state Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) at the Fanwood Arbor Day program, sponsored by the Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission, held at Carriage House Park last Friday. The club gave a
presentation on how planting trees helps to combat global warming. Ms. Stender
gave an update on the New Jersey State Assembly’s ongoing efforts to improve the
environment. Mayor Mahr announced that for the 15th consecutive year Fanwood
was designated a Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation.

D.A.R.E. to Hold ‘Iron
Chef’-Inspired Competition
WESTFIELD — D.A.R.E., in con-

junction with TOP LINE Appliance
Center in Westfield, will host its first
D.A.R.E. to Dine event to help raise
money for D.A.R.E. This will be an
“Iron Chef”-type cook-off, with chefs
from local restaurants competing for
the title of D.A.R.E. to Dine’s “top
chef.” Chefs will be judged on presen-
tation, creativeness and taste.

The first cook-off will feature three
chefs competing on Monday, May 12,
followed by a second set of three chefs
battling on Monday, May 19. The win-
ner will challenge TOP LINE’s “top
chef” John Cucollo on Monday, June 2.

Tickets will entitle diners to sample
appetizers, entrees and desserts of

each participating chef and vote for
their favorite overall chef at the end
of the night. Beer, wine, soda and
hors d’oeuvres also are included. At-
tendees must be at least 21 years old.

Tickets are $30 per person for one
night (May 12 or 19), $50 per person
for the first two nights and $100 per
person for all three nights. For more
information and tickets, call Naomi
McElynn at (908) 233-3021 or visit the
Chamber of Commerce at 173 Elm
Street, third floor.  People also may visit
TOP LINE Appliance Center, 576 North
Avenue, East, or call  (908) 232-5200.
For all other inquiries, call David
Weinman at (908) 654-7200 or visit his
office, located at 522 East Broad Street.

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRAISE...The 2007-2008 Scotch Plains-Fanwood varsity boys’ basketball team
and coaches receive praise from the BOE for winning the state championship.

Westfield
Monday, April 21, Kristina Haddad,

19, of Cranford was arrested on the
600 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Cranford. She was processed and re-
leased after posting $443 bail.

Monday, April 21, Albert Blair, 3rd,
30, of Plainfield was arrested at
Carteret police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was processed and released after
posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, April 22, Danielle
Fortunato, 28, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after police found
her to be operating a motor vehicle
that had been involved in an accident.
The accident, in which the vehicle
struck a parked van, occurred on the
100 block of Clover Street.

According to police, Fortunato was
transported to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway, where
she consented to give blood samples.
Afterwards, she was taken back to
Westfield police headquarters. She
was processed there and later released
to a responsible individual.

Tuesday, April 22, Leona Sinclair,
63, of Garwood was arrested at
Garwood police headquarters on a traf-
fic warrant issued by Westfield. She
was released after posting $500 bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 21, a resident of

Allenby Lane reported that he received
several harassing phone calls from an
unknown person asking about his per-
sonal business and then hangs up.

Monday, April 21, a student at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported that someone removed his bike
valued at $150 from the outside rack.

Tuesday, April 22, a gas station on
Route 22 reported that someone or-
dered $30 worth of gas and then fled
without paying.

Wednesday, April 23, a resident of
Chip-lou Lane reported that someone
broke into his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed
several items from inside.

Friday, April 25, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that some-
one removed his bicycle valued at
$300 from the outside of his house.

Friday, April 25, Tania Rios-Coca,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with obstruction after police
responded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent where one of the drivers report-
edly fled on foot from the scene.
According to police, Rios-Coca was

found hiding a block away.
Police said it was determined she

was the driver of the vehicle and was
placed under arrest and transported
to headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Saturday, April 26, Gary Brown,
53, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 23, Ruben

Cancio, 28, of Onedia, Pa., was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS). According to po-
lice, he was also issued summonses
for having an unregistered vehicle,
failure to exhibit documents, being
uninsured motorist, and for driving
after expiration of his non-resident
driving privileges.

Wednesday, April 23, Randy M.
Lutz, 21, of Union was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license. According to police, he was
also charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Springfield.

Wednesday, April 23, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that a
neighbor’s dog bit her on the abdo-
men and behind her right knee. Ac-
cording to police, the owner of the
dog stated that the dog is up to date
with its rabies shots and that the owner
would be more assertive with mea-
sures to secure the pet.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 22, Michael G.

Magnus, 47, of Fanwood was arrested
for violation of a court order after a field
investigation on Debra Way. Accord-
ing to police, he was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, April 24, Sean Vorndran,
34, of Kenilworth was arrested on an
outstanding Linden warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he posted bail
and was released.

Thursday, April 24, Dennis G.
Delossantos, 32, of North Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding New-
ark warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue. According to po-
lice, he posted bail and was released.

Sunday, April 27, James R. Neal,
Jr., 40, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of New-
ark. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.

turned to confirm if the student is
receiving home instruction.

The boy faces charges of aggra-
vated assault and possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose; both
are crimes of the third degree.

Ms. Walsh said she does not believe
he has to wear a wristlet to monitor his
movements but said he will receive
random visits to make sure he is obey-
ing the terms of his detention.

He has a court date on May 16 to
assess his progress.

Lt. Donnelly said, despite rumors
to the contrary, the knife was not
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Stabbing at SPFHS
brought into the school. He also said
the incident was not “gang-related.”

He also added, in order to refute
false claims being spread, that “this
was not a random act” and that “no
one got jumped…it was a one-on-one
encounter.”

Reached Tuesday afternoon,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey told
the newspaper that the victim has
returned to school and that the ad-
ministration is “taking appropriate
action” concerning the incident. When
asked to elaborate, the principal would
not offer any more information.

Union County Garages
To Be Demolished ‘Any Day’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Demolition of
Union County vehicle garages on
North Avenue is expected to begin
this week to make room for a $10.5-
million, three-story office building
and vehicle storage facility.

Joseph Graziano, director of pub-
lic works and engineering, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the county has received the necessary
construction permits from the Town
of Westfield and that the demolition
work should begin “any day.”

“The building will be down in three
days (once demolition begins) and gone
within a month after that,” he said. Mr.
Graziano said no roads closures would
occur as a result of the work.

Mr. Graziano said the county is
about to go out to bid on the project,
anticipating construction will begin
by August or September on the new
building, with completion expected
by late 2009 or early 2010. Mr.
Graziano said the project would fol-
low Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada’s “green” initiative to make

Union County’s buildings environ-
mentally safe and energy efficient.

As previously reported, the garages
will be replaced by a three-story of-
fice building with 130 surface park-
ing spots and 11 rooftop spaces for
trailers used by the county’s various
law enforcement agencies. The office
building will house the Passport of-
fice of the county clerk’s annex, the
Union County Rape Crisis Center,
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, the
county superintendent’s office, and
the divisions of consumer affairs and
weights and measures.

Those offices currently are located
in the Veneri building at the front of
the property, located at 300 North
Avenue across from the Westfield
Diner. The Veneri building will be
demolished once the new building
has been constructed.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders awarded a $245,000
contract in October to T. Fiore Demo-
lition, Inc. for the demolition of the
garages. The Musial Group of
Mountainside was hired as the archi-
tect for the project.

the end of his remarks, he also ques-
tioned whether the planning board
was the proper venue to hear the
application, saying the zoning board
of adjustment should instead hear Mr.
D’Amore’s application.

Joseph Paparo, the attorney for Mr.
D’Amore, noted that Mr. DeLisi was
not objecting to the application, but
rather was “objecting to not being
part of the application.” The DeLisi
property will not be landlocked, Mr.
Paparo told the board, saying that in
order to be landlocked, access to a
property has “to be excluded from all
points. That’s not the case here.”

Recalling that the application be-
fore the board was for two lot width
variances, Mr. Paparo said that ex-
tending Eton Row “does nothing to
mitigate” those two variances.

During their deliberations, board
members agreed that the board could
not force Mr. D’Amore to extend the
cul-de-sac to the DeLisi property nor
could it compel the sale of any land in
order to meet the needs of Mr. DeLisi.
Members also agreed that the DeLisi
property would not end up being land-
locked.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, the
council representative on the board,
while saying that the extension pro-
posal “would be a better plan,” none-
theless admitted that “there is no
agreement” between the two parties
in this regard. “We can’t force this.”
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Peter Renwick

Peter Renwick Named as
Westfield High Principal
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education announced at Tues-
day night’s reorganization meeting that
Peter Renwick will serve as the new
principal of Westfield High School
(WHS). The board
unanimously approved
his appointment, effec-
tive July 1, at the meet-
ing. Mr. Renwick is
currently assistant prin-
cipal at Montclair High
School (MHS), where
he  has held the posi-
tion for the last five
years and prior to that
taught history for 10
years.

This appointment
comes after two years
of an interim princi-
pal, Dennis Fyffe, in
place at WHS.

“His [Mr. Renwick’s] commitment
is apparent,” Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said. “He
has supervised just about every de-
partment.”

She said he “stood out” from the 44
applicants because he “understands
academic rigor” and the social needs
of students. She said his “leadership
skills are obvious.”

As a member of a planning com-
mittee, he has helped develop the
Ninth Grade Academy, a learning
community funded through a federal
government grant.

He coordinated MHS’s social and
emotional learning initiative to edu-
cate high school staff on social and
emotional techniques. This is affili-
ated with Rutgers University’s De-
veloping Safe and Civil Schools.

In a press release from the board of
education, Mr. Renwick was noted as
a “visionary” and a “risk taker” by
Ada Beth Cutler, dean of the college
of education and human resources at
Montclair State University.

Mr. Renwick holds a master’s de-
gree in administration and supervi-
sion from Montclair State University.
His Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Busi-
ness Finance is from Mount Union
College in Alliance, Ohio.

Mr. Renwick stated in the same
release, “My goal is to sustain and
strengthen Westfield’s tradition of
excellence for all students.”

He could not attend the meeting as
he was at a conference in Boston,
Mass. Ms. Dolan said he did offer to
come down for the meeting, but the
board thought it more important that
he attend the conference, entitled
“Learning and the Brain.”

The WHS principal post became
vacant in June of 2006, following the
retirement of Robert Petix, who had
held the job for 26 years. The board
had initially hired Summit High
School Assistant Principal Anthony
Akey, but, after accepting the board’s
offer, he decided to decline the job
because he was unwilling to relin-
quish the tenure from his current job.

Mr. Fyffe is paid $675 per day,
while Mr. Petix received $155,809
per year at the time of his retirement.
Mr. Renwick will be paid $140,000.

The Westfield High School PTSO
will host a public reception for the
new principal on Wednesday, May
14, at 7:30 p.m. in the school’s caf-
eteria at 550 Dorian Road.

During its re-organization, the
board re-elected Ginny Leiz and Julia
Walker as president and vice presi-
dent, respectively.

The retirements of Linda Mankoski,
a special education teacher at Franklin
Elementary School, and Elsa Hahn, a
music teacher at McKinley Elemen-
tary School, were also announced.

Also announced were the resigna-
tions of Jill Fackelman, WHS health
teacher; Nancy Johal, WHS special
education teacher; Lisa Karkosky,
Jefferson paraprofessional; Evan Ann
Rizzo, Edison Intermediate School
math teacher, and Brett

Schwarzenbek, WHS math teacher.
The agenda included the official re-

sults of the April 15 election: The $86.6-
million budget was passed by a tally of
2,557 to 1,353, with a turnout of 19.9
percent out of a total of 19,715 regis-
tered voters. Voters in ward 3, district 1,

were the only ones in
town to reject the bud-
get. They declined the
budget by a 34 to 23
tally. Absentee ballots
from all four wards re-
jected the budget as fol-
lows: ward 1, 5 to 2;
ward 2, 11 to 2; ward 3,
15 to 7, and ward 4, 16
to 8. Re-elected to the
board of education were
Alice Hunnicutt, 2,569;
Gary McCready, 2,505,
and Ann Ormsby Cary,
2,474. They were un-
opposed.

The board said construction of the
Early Childhood Learning Center at
the Lincoln School, and the expan-
sion of the library and the cafeteria
and work on the gymnasium at
Roosevelt Intermediate School are
both on schedule.

Ms. Hunnicutt said that during fi-
nal examinations, WHS students are
not required to attend classes when
they do not have a test. She said
classes, such as art and gym, would
remain open to students if they wish
to work on a project or work out at the
gym. Board members also noted that
parents do not need a note for their
child’s absence in class in these cases.

Homeroom periods are also elimi-
nated during final exams as atten-
dance will occur at exam time.

Mr. McCready, board member, said
that an ad hoc committee is consider-
ing a new phone system for the schools
that would operate over the internal
IP system. He said the system would
save “several thousand dollars per
year.”

The board also announced that
Catherine McGarry, first grade
teacher at McKinley elementary
school, received the Westfield Rotary
Club’s Phillhower Fellowship for her
“outstanding” teaching. The cer-
emony took place Tuesday. She will
be honored at a 7:30 p.m. board re-
ception in the McKinley School audi-
torium prior to the BOE’s Tuesday,
May 6 meeting.

Courtesy of Cheri Rogowsky
LADIES CAMPAIGN…Seeking votes for the June Primary Election, ladies
reach out to the voters Sunday at the Westfield Spring Fling. Pictured are: Diane
Barabas, left, Westfield Councilwomen Vicky Kimmins and Kelly Hatfield,
center, of Summit, GOP Candidate for the 7th Congressional District.


