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Whitney Curator Juries
VACNJ’s Annual Show

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –– The Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey (VACNJ) in
Summit closed this year’s 22nd In-
ternational Juried Show, an annual
exhibit that brings art created in a
multitude of mediums from all over
the world to central New Jersey, on
March 21.

Carter Foster, the curator of draw-
ings at the Whitney Museum of
American Art in New York City,
served as curator for this year’s In-
ternational Juried Show.

Mr. Foster had the daunting task
of narrowing down the 2,300 hope-
ful entries to the 141 pieces of art
accepted into the show.

In addition to the United States,
submissions were received and
judged from Germany, Poland,
Mexico, Romania, Canada, Austra-
lia, Ireland, Armenia, China, Israel,
The Netherlands, Turkey, France,
Japan, England and India.

Mr. Foster was not looking for a
particular theme as he initially
viewed the slides and digital images
submissions.

However, after seeing the entries
face-to-face during the first round of
choices, Mr. Foster said he was sur-
prised that “childhood as an idea,
symbol, mental state or straight-up
subject, came through strongly in
much of the best work in the show….”

He added, “What is impressive
about the works included here is the
clear, high level of seriousness, tech-
nical ability and awareness of a glo-
bal context for creating art.”

The awards were presented at the
opening reception on February 8.

This year’s “Best in Show” award
went to Paul Kaiser of Connecticut
for his graphite-and-oil-on-paper
mount, entitled “Jim as Salieri.”

This serious representation of a
white–haired, craggy-faced gentle-
man practically defies reality. The
depiction of the eyes and the folds of
the neck are created with careful
attention to detail.

Mr. Kaiser received a $1,000 cash
prize and also enjoyed the newly
added round-trip travel to Summit, a
one-night hotel stay and a trip to
New York City to have lunch with
Mr. Foster.

Yen-Hua Lee’s “Lovers II,” a win-
ner of one of three $200 merit awards,
is at once intricate and simplistic.

The New York artist’s collection
of porcelain plates, each with an
insect imprinted on it and arranged
in a concentric circle, “Lovers II,”
celebrates nature’s lifecycle.

Susan Martin Maffei, from New
York, and Nathan Porterfield, from
Texas, also earned merit awards.

John Salminen, from Minnesota,
won the $100 painting award. Jenni-
fer Williams, from New York, won
the Jurgen Thieck Memorial award
for photography.

In addition, 12 artists represent-
ing the U.S., The Netherlands, Ger-
many, Israel and India received hon-
orable mention awards.

Westfield resident Shawn McCabe
had a painting – “bazooka! pop!” –
in this year’s International Juried
Show.

“bazooka! pop!” is purely visual,

Comedy Fundraiser for F.O.P.
Speeds up Progress for a Cure

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Devastating
illnesses are no laughing matter. And
raising money to fund research to
find cures for rare genetic conditions
takes serious talent. Enter Gary Whyte
of Mountainside. He is husband, fa-
ther, friend and, for the past seven
years, chairman of the Weldon F.O.P.
Research Fund Comedy Show, a cam-
paign to supercharge research at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva, or F.O.P., for short, is a

disorder that causes muscles and other
connective tissue to turn into bone,
fusing joints, eventually causing im-
mobility.

Whitney Weldon – the daughter of
Mr. Whyte’s good
friends, former
Westfield resi-
dents Bill and
Hillary Weldon –
was diagnosed
with F.O.P. in
2001.

Since that time,
Mr. Whyte has
hosted his own
“comic relief” and,
with the help of
many friends of the
Weldon family, has
raised more than
$200,000 to date.

Mr. Whyte told
The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times,
“New, and much
needed, equipment that the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s F.O.P. Lab has
been able to purchase is due to our
fundraising efforts, which have also
greatly contributed to the overall
progress in their discovery of the gene,
which causes F.O.P.”

According to Whitney’s mother,
Mrs. Weldon, there are only about
600 confirmed cases of F.O.P. in the
world, but the significance of this
gene discovery and a cure could help
millions who suffer from many bone
ailments such as osteoporosis, heart
valve replacements and bone spurs.

“In the end, this orphan disease

could save millions of bone suffer-
ers,” she said in an e-mail interview.

The annual comedy show and
fundraiser was held at the Our Lady
of Lourdes church hall in
Mountainside, on March 15, and was
attended by more than 200 support-
ers. Although unable to be present at
the event, the Weldon family sent
along a letter of thanks that was read
aloud by a volunteer from Rutgers
University.

Karin Jensen, from Rutgers’ Sigma
Delta Tau Sorority, read Mrs.
Weldon’s note, which said in part,

“We are so sorry we are not here
tonight, but thank you all from the
bottom of our hearts for your contin-
ued support for Whitney and this dev-
astating condition. I wish I was there

to give each of you
a hug and to thank
you for everything
you have done for
Whitney.

“Your help is
what keeps Dr.
[ F r e d e r i c k ]
Kaplan and his
team at the Uni-
versity of Pennsyl-
vania in busi-
ness… Your dollar
is making a huge
difference (98
cents of every dol-
lar raised by the
Weldon F.O.P. Re-
search Fund goes
directly into the
F.O.P. Lab). So,
you ask what can a
comedy show do

for Whitney? Remarkably, it has
helped directly in the discovery of
finding the F.O.P. gene.

“It’s not often we see our money
make a difference in our lifetime, but
it has happened, and hopefully, we
will witness the cure together very
soon.”

Holding back tears, Mr. Whyte ech-
oed the sentiments of gratitude on the
Weldons’ behalf. He said, “I know
that if Hillary were here tonight, she’d
be at each and every one of your
tables to thank every one of you per-
sonally.”

Touching speeches aside, before

FW’s Lynch Encourages ‘Dancing’
Fans to Vote Often for Her Brother

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – While millions of
Americans tune in to “Dancing with the
Stars” each week, at least one Fanwood
family has a vested interest in the re-
sults.

Judi Lynch, sister of celebrity con-
testant Steve Guttenberg, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she was not sur-
prised at her brother’s success.

“He’s always been athletic. He runs,
does yoga. It’s natural for him to pick it
up so quickly,” she said.

She said while certain judges took
issue with the Police Academy star’s
extremely benevolent nature, what they
witnessed is an accurate portrayal of
her brother.

“He’s a genuinely good person,” she
said. “He has a great sense of humor
and a good heart.”

She described a man who, without
hesitation, will give money and food to
the homeless. He also owns two resi-
dences in East Los Angeles that act as
foster homes for older children.

To further explain her brother’s

“good-guy nature,” she said, when of-
fered the chance to attend an opening of
a golf resort in Tuscany, Italy, along
with other celebrities and their fami-
lies, Guttenberg,who is not married,
decided to take his parents for their 50th
anniversary.

“The joke is that my parents spent
their first anniversary with my
brother…as well as their 50th anniver-
sary.”

She attributes his generous personal-
ity to being out of the Hollywood lime-
light for more than a decade.

“Anything he does, he gives 150
percent. He knows it could be

fleeting…He appreciates everything he
has and everything he has earned.”

Since, for Guttenberg, dancing
merely “came with acting,” he has said,
according to his sister, “until you dance
professionally, you don’t realize how
lead footed you are.”

You would not know it by the results.
Last week, he performed the traditional
foxtrot, and on Monday, he danced a
Latin number.

Guttenberg also made the cut, Tues-
day night, and will dance again next
week.

In addition to grading the dancing,
judges have not been shy to chide
Guttenberg on his sugary sweet per-
sonality and even accused him of hav-
ing plastic surgery.

Ms. Lynch refuted the latter claim.
“My brother is 49 years old and is

naturally handsome. He’s never had
plastic surgery,” she said.

Ms. Lynch said her brother knows
the local area and regularly takes the
train from Manhattan to Fanwood.

“He’s in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
area a lot. He jogs around the neighbor-
hood, takes the kids sledding at the
Fanwood Police Department, goes to
the local pizza places.”

In particular, Guttenberg enjoys
Scotch Plains’ John’s Meat Market,
especially their soups. A poster sup-
porting Guttenberg is seen in the store’s
window (at left).

Ms. Lynch’s message to local resi-
dents who watch the program, “Vote
Guttenberg and vote often.”

Steve Guttenberg

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times
BACK IN TRAINING...Police Acad-
emy and Short Circuit star Steve
Guttenberg, a regular at John’s Meat
Market in Scotch Plains, is competing
on “Dancing with the Stars.”
Guttenberg continues to rehearse for
the competition, performing a Latin
number as recently as last Monday.

WF Artist McCabe Shows
Off ‘Visual Dynamism’

Shawn McCabe’s “bazooka! pop!”

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield artist
Shawn McCabe learned at an early
age to cast all thoughts of art compe-
titions and traditional conventions
aside and let his imagination come
through in his art. His ideas led to a
technique of throwing paint at the
canvas, the “splattering effect,”
which is repre-
sented in two si-
multaneous exhib-
its occurring in op-
posite ends of the
state.

“I owe a lot to
[ L y n ]
Aleksandrowicz,
[Leah] Jarvis and
[Annora] Happe-
Conway,” Mr.
McCabe said
about his art teach-
ers in the Westfield
public schools.
“They…let me
play in my sand-
box, while others
pushed for
achievement in an
ultra-competitive
atmosphere.

“It was their support, coupled with
rebellion against achievement-based
competition, that helped me realize
that it is okay to squirt a glob of paint
in your hand and throw it at some-
thing.”

Now, Mr. McCabe, at age 25, has
taken those valuable lessons learned
from his Westfield school years and
is paying it forward in a course of his
own design, “Throwing Paint,” of-
fered again for the
second time this
summer at the
New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts’
Westfield Summer
W o r k s h o p
(WSW). He serves
as a classroom
teacher, photogra-
pher and public re-
lations specialist.

“The WSW is a
living, breathing
organism. Ideas
flow in all direc-
tions, as conversa-
tion doesn’t take
place between
teacher and stu-
dent, but rather
from one creative
mind to another
and back again,”
he said.

“This genuine
interaction is re-
markable and
something I am
happy to be part of,” continued Mr.
McCabe, who teaches currently in
Chatham and has taught in the Bask-
ing Ridge and Clark school districts.

He also enjoys building upon his
personal work. Mr. McCabe’s
acrylic-on-canvas paintings, “Amus-
ing Red” and “Dynamism of a Sun-
flower,” are currently on display at
Gallery 125 in Trenton, along with
art from other regional artists, in an
exhibit called “elements,” running
through April 5.

“Amusing Red,” a triptych abstrac-
tion of an angel’s back, with wings
outstretched, measures more than 10
feet long.

The angel is painted white, against
a black background, with a chaotic
splattering of white paint cascading
across each panel, and has bright red
hair — hence the name.

“The work has a graphic quality,
as do all of my
current paint-
ings,” said Mr.
McCabe.

“The splatter-
ing was created by
throwing paint at
the canvases.
Glue bottles were
used to squirt
paint to create the
outline of the
angel’s wings.”

“Dynamism of
a Sunflower” is a
yellow splatter
against a black
background.

“The interior of
the large, central
splatter was
‘blacked-out’ by
hand,” he said,

adding that decorative sunflower de-
signs were painted in this “window.”

“The result is visual dynamism,
energy and aggression. [The paint-
ings are] in your face. There is a
push/pull here. At the same time,
you want to look closer,” he said.

Another of Mr. McCabe’s paint-
ings – “bazooka! pop!” – was shown
at the International Juried Show at
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey

(VACNJ) in Sum-
mit from February
8 through March
21.

Mr. McCabe
describes “ba-
zooka! pop!” as
being “like…a
pop star walking
down the side-
walk in a polka-
dot dress, with
spiked-up hair,
chewing bubble
gum.”

Mr. McCabe’s
work is bold and
brass, and devoid
of hidden mean-
ings.

“I sit down in
my sandbox with
a gallon of color,
a blank slate and a
bag of gummy
bears, and go for
it. I make what I
want to look at.
And I have faith

that my eye won’t lead me astray,”
he explained.

After Westfield High School, Mr.
McCabe attended Gettysburg Col-
lege in Gettysburg, Pa., graduating
Summa Cum Laude as an art history
and studio art major. While there, he
received numerous awards and hon-
ors.

As an undergraduate, he worked

Shawn McCabe

CONTINUED: VACNJ19

CONTINUED: Shawn McCabe19

DANCE WITH ME...Arts Access
dancer Shaleena Tomassini took flight
from her wheelchair, accompanied by
Marc St. Pierre of the Roxey Ballet
Company, at the Weldon F.O.P. Re-
search Fund Comedy Show on March
15, in Mountainside. The ensemble,
which also included ballet dancer
Evalina Wallis Cain and vocalist Olivia
Kenwell, touched the hearts of more
than 200 supporters in attendance.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMIC RELIEF…Weldon F.O.P. Research Fund Comedy Show Chairman
Gary Whyte of Mountainside (second from left) stands alongside funnymen, from
left to right, Paul Venier, Matthew Broderick, Rich Ramirez and comedy pro-
moter Bobby “Gonzo,” at Our Lady of Lourdes church hall.

the comics took the stage, there was
not a dry eye in the house. The evening
began with a surprise ensemble ballet
performance by disabled and able-
bodied dancers alike from The Arts
Access Program
(artsaccessprogram.org) and the
Roxey Ballet Company, accompanied
by vocalist Olivia Kenwell.

The night proceeded with the com-
edy portion of the show, with pro-
moter Bobby “Gonzo” introducing
the first act, master of impersonations,
Mathew Broderick. Mr. Gonzo re-
marked, “The only impersonation he
doesn’t do is Matthew Broderick [the
celebrity].”

Next, comedian Richard Ramirez
(richramirez.com) took the floor. His
use of humor to create awareness for
a cause comes as natural as a punch
line for this comic, who underwent a
liver transplant in 1997.

Since that time, the funnyman has
used his comedy platform to raise
organ donation awareness. His one-
man show “You Want a Piece of Me?”
was featured on CNN.

Paul Venier performed for the re-
mainder of the evening and involved
numerous audience members into his
act, much to their chagrin.

Mr. Venier (comedytornado.com)
has performed at many of the nation’s
best comedy venues, such as New
York City’s Caroline’s and the
Tropicana Hotel in Atlantic City and
Las Vegas, and is a talented musician,
as well.

If you want to laugh until you cry
(not necessarily in that order), you
won’t want to miss next year’s F.O.P.
Comedy Fundraiser.

Just remember to make sure you
sit as far away from the talent as
possible, unless, of course, you want
to become part of the show! In the
meantime, to learn more about
F.O.P., visit ifop.org and
weldonfop.org.


