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Summer Workshop Offers
Diverse Arts Experience

WESTFIELD – With the help of its
professional faculty, the Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) provides 28
separate art selections from which par-
ticipants can choose.

They include accessorize it, air brush,
architecture, art
sampler, basketry,
cartoon country,
cartooning, carv-
ing, exploring
sculpture, graphic
design and jewelry
making.

Students in
grades 2 to 8 can
select their classes
according to the ap-
propriate grade lev-
els. They may take
one to five consecu-
tive classes daily
and can combine
their artistic interests with classes in
dance, drama, music, kaleidoscope and
communications.

There is also a pre-kindergarten, kin-
dergarten and Little Artist First Grade

Program. The WSW includes the Sum-
mer Stage Theater, for students in grades
6 to 10, which will present the funk-
rock musical, The Wiz.

The WSW will be held at Edison
Intermediate School, located at 800

Rahway Avenue,
from 8:30 a.m. un-
til 12:30 p.m. from
June 30 until July
31.

It includes an op-
tional, early morn-
ing drop-off and a
full day of pro-
gramming in con-
junction with the
Westfield YMCA.
A registered nurse
is on staff during
the regular work-
shop hours.

For more infor-
mation, call (908) 518-1551 or visit the
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Additional information can
be found on the web at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

SKILLS SET…Teachers at the
Westfield Summer Workshop are
highly educated and skilled profession-
als who guide the students in many
artistic endeavors.

WF’s Tara Amelia
Participates in Art Show

WESTFIELD – Tara Amelia, a
senior graphic design major with a
minor in secondary education at
Arcadia University, and a native of
Westfield, was selected to partici-
pate in the university’s 2008 Bien-
nial Art Show.

Tara, a 2004 graduate of Westfield
Senior High School, was picked from
among 52 students to show her pho-
tograph, titled “Haunted Texture,”
in the university’s biennial show,
which ran until late February.

~ Photographs by Tara Amelia

Comm. Band Celebrates
20th Century Composers

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, announced
that its third annual spring concert
would be held on Sunday, April 6, at
3 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Admission is free.

The afternoon’s music will focus
on compositions by a group of com-
posers whose music has had a dra-
matic influence on music literature
for wind ensemble.

The band will take the audience
down a road through the classic
melodies of one Broadway’s great-

est composers, with “Salute to Ri-
chard Rodgers,” arranged by Ted
Ricketts. This medley includes
Rodgers’ hits, such as music from
Oklahoma, The Sound of Music and
Carousel.

Mr. Connors noted, “This
afternoon’s music will feature a se-
lection of music composed by some
of the more influential 20th Cen-
tury composers of music for wind
ensembles, such as Clare
Grundman, who frequently based
his compositions around folk melo-
dies.”

A highlight for the afternoon in-
cludes “Incantation and Dance” by
John Barnes Chance, a timpanist
with the Austin Symphony and ar-
ranger for the U.S. Army Bands.

A paradox of rhythm and synco-
pation, this work drives musicians
and audience members through a
course of quiet mystery and expec-
tation through to a frenzied climax
of musical exaltation.

Future performances for the
Westfield Community Band include
June 19 and 26 and July 3, 10 and 17,
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

For more information, see
westfieldcommunityband.com or call
(908) 789-4080.

Library Hosts Program
On Blended Families
SPRINGFIELD – On Thursday,

April 10, at 7 p.m. Neil Bergman
and Robin Shimel will visit the
Springfield Free Public Library to
provide strategies for stepfamilies
and single parents dealing with the
multiple roles and changes that oc-
cur in blended families.

Even though people of blended
or single-parent families is not a
new phenomenon, the complexities
of learning how to negotiate the
transitions of divorce, single-par-
enthood and remarriage remains a
difficult process to accomplish and
manage.

In their work with individuals and
families, the speakers have come to
appreciate the need for guidelines
and support in making the changes
necessary. Meeting the needs of all
the family members is necessary
for growth.

Ms. Shimel and Mr. Bergman
have been providing professional
counseling and consultation ser-
vices in the community for more
than 25 years, with offices in Spring-
field, Montclair and Paramus.

For further information, call (973)
376-4930. The Springfield Free
Public Library is located at 66
Mountain Avenue.

NJIO to Feature Free
Spring Concert in May

INTERGENERATIONAL GAP…Above, the New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra’s (NJIO) winter concert series takes place in January at Summit High
School. About 600 music lovers came to hear works ranging from Tchaikovsky’s
“Waltz of the Flowers,” Sibelius’ “Finlandia” and Haydn’s London Symphony.

CRANFORD – Following its win-
ter concert series, the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
is now working toward a repeat per-
formance at its spring concert, which
will be held on Saturday, May 3, at
7:30 p.m. at Cranford High School,
located at 201 West End Place.

The free spring concert also marks
the debut of new conductor Joe
Gluck, who was a long-time mem-
ber of the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra.

“Through the years, NJIO has
brought a range of classical music to
New Jersey communities,” President
Len Avdey said.

“And it continues to be a showcase
for musicians who want to be part of
a unique musical experience that
draws from the best of its members,
whether they are six or 96 years of
age. This year’s performances once
again carry on those traditions,” he
added.

The NJIO’s winter concert series,
presented January 13, at Summit
High School, and January 19, at
Cranford High School, attracted an
audience of about 600 music lovers
to hear a host of works that ranged
from Tchaikovsky’s “Waltz of the
Flowers,” Sibelius’ “Finlandia” and
Haydn’s London Symphony.

NJIO has an orchestra for each
level of playing: Nouveau Orchestra
is designed for string players who
read music and have less than two
years experience, while the Sym-
phony Orchestra boasts more ad-
vanced musicians.

Next season will mark NJIO’s 15th
anniversary, titled “Celebrating 15
Years of Ageless Music,” which will
feature various events throughout the
2008-09 season.

Volunteers interested in joining the
gala preparations should contact Su-
san Peterson at membership@njio.org
or at (908) 522-0100.

Westfield Library to Host
Monday Night at the Opera
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library and Westfield
Adult School have teamed up to
present “Monday Night at the Op-
era,” a class that will be held at the
library, 550 East Broad Street, for
five Monday nights, beginning Mon-
day, March 31, and continuing to
May 5 (no class April 14), from 7 to
8:30 p.m.

Conductor Robert Butts, who is
currently the Music Director/Con-
ductor of The Baroque Orchestra of
New Jersey and New Jersey Con-
cert Opera, will teach the class.

In the past, he has served as con-
ductor of The Little Opera Com-
pany of New Jersey, Garden State
Sinfonia, Lakeland Youth Sym-
phony Senior Orchestra and
Skylands Youth Symphony.

In New Jersey, he has conducted
performances featuring The New
Jersey Symphony, Society of Musi-
cal Arts Orchestra, The Plainfield
Symphony, Harmonium Choral So-
ciety, the Oratorio Singers and the
Masterwork Chorus.

Mr. Butts has been a regular guest
conductor with orchestras and op-
era companies in Russia, Romania
and the Czech Republic.

The class will consist of lectures
combined with video. Students will
learn about the following operas:
Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro,
Beethoven’s Fidelio, Verdi’s
Rigoletto, Wagner’s Das Rheingold,
and Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd.

To register for course 120, which
costs $84, plus a onetime $5 regis-
tration fee, contact the Westfield
Adult School at (908) 232-4050.

Checks should be made payable
to the Westfield Adult School and
mailed to the Westfield Adult
School, P.O. Box 606, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. For more information
about Conductor Butts, visit
robertbutts.com.

Oratorio Society of NJ
Goes to the Opera

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present its spring
concert, Opera Choruses, at 8 p.m.
on Saturday, April 12, at the Union
Congregational Church, located at
176 Cooper Avenue in Montclair.

The event will feature various op-
eratic choruses, performed by pro-
fessional soloists and an orchestra.
Verdi, Handel, Mussorgsky Bizet and
others, in many languages and
moods, are included. Tickets are $15.

For further information, call (973)
783-3837 or log on to
oratoriosocietynj.org.

Hawes Tries to Instill
Kindness in Young Readers

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A former Westfield
resident, Adrienne Hill Hawes, is
writing a series of books to help chil-
dren learn basic manners and core
values. The first is “Moving Danielle,”
a picture storybook that addresses
compassion and kindness among chil-
dren.

Mrs. Hawes, who was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School, reflects on
her childhood school years for the
backdrop of the story of a fourth-
grade student
named Danielle
and how she tran-
sitions from
Jefferson Elemen-
tary School to fic-
titious Maple Glen
School.

Mrs. Hawes said
she used Jefferson
School in “Mov-
ing Danielle” as a
“tribute” to the
Westfield institu-
tion.

“I loved that
school when I at-
tended, and I hated
to leave when it
was time to move
on to Edison Jun-
ior High,” she said.

Maple Glen School is modeled af-
ter Oak Knoll School, which her
daughter Brianna attended. The
school is located in Williamstown,
where Mrs. Hawes, her husband,
Phillip, and their children reside.

In “Moving Danielle,” Danielle
finds it hard to fit it and make friends
with her new classmates because her
presence threatens established friend-
ships.

In the course of the book, Danielle
finds one true friend, and she also
learns to be compassionate towards
three other girls who aren’t as friendly
and welcoming as they could be.

According to the author, the book
is based in part on real-life happen-
ings.

‘“I was inspired to write ‘Moving
Danielle’ after an incident occurred
last year involving my [11-year-old]
daughter, Brianna,”’ Mrs. Hawes said.

“[She] was very shy and had diffi-
culty making friends, especially with
girls. Every time she made a friend, a

classmate of hers would tell the other
girls negative things about Brianna...It
turns out that the classmate was jeal-
ous of Brianna.”

Mrs. Hawes is hoping her young
readers will put themselves in
Danielle’s shoes.

“I’m not an expert, but sometimes,
all it takes is for one child to step up,
and the others will follow. [Then],
perhaps, children would think twice
before they bullied…or made another
child feel bad about themselves,” she
said

“Moving Danielle” is the first in a
collection of books
that Mrs. Hawes
plans to write to
encourage chil-
dren to be kind to
one another.

She is in the pro-
cess of writing her
second book,
“ H e a r i n g
Danielle,” in
which younger
brother Eddie joins
Danielle as a main
character.

Eddie is based
on Mrs. Hawes’s
seven-year-old
son, Phillip, nick-
named PJ.

In “Hearing
Danielle,” Danielle learns that she
has a hearing loss. As she copes with
her disability, she learns that she is no
different from anyone else.

“Ironically, we have some experi-
ence in this area, as well. Brianna was
diagnosed with a hearing loss in her
left ear two years ago,” Mrs. Hawes
said.

“I would have to say that the value
[to be learned] in this book [is] empa-
thy,” she continued.

The author is a graduate of Hamp-
ton University and holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in mass-media arts.

She currently works as a claims
adjuster for All State Insurance Com-
pany.

Brianna Hawes and Mrs. Hawes’
sister, Deborah Hill, illustrate “Mov-
ing Danielle.”

It is available for purchase at Mrs.
Hawes’s website, freewebs.com/
bripj1.

The book comes with a free T-shirt
that reads, “I’m Compassionate…Like
Danielle. Are You?”

Mr. McCabe remarked.
“I call it ‘eye candy.’ Like deli-

cious cake frosting, I want the viewer
to ‘eat’ the painting; indulge in it
because he or she can’t get enough
of it. However, while I hope the
viewer finds the painting delicious,
all run the risk of getting sick from
eating too much,” Mr. McCabe said
about his painting.

VACNJ is currently readying the
Palmer gallery for its next exhibit,
“Midnight Full of Stars,” which stud-
ies constellations and the impact they
have on our world, and will run April
11 through June 6.

For gallery hours and more infor-
mation, call VACNJ at (908) 273-
9121.

as an intern at the Hirshhorn Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C.

He also holds a Masters degree in
art education from Kean Univer-
sity.

At Kean, he assisted with the in-
stallation of exhibits under Neil
Tetkowski, director of the
university’s galleries.

Mr. McCabe is the co-author of
an article titled “Rebuilding after
Katrina,” published in the March
2007 issue of Ceramics Monthly
Magazine.

In addition to painting, Mr.
McCabe is skilled in drawing, pen-
and-ink, stained-glass design and
construction, as well as ceramics
and all aspects of art photography,
both darkroom and digital.

Gallery 125 is located at 125
South Warren Street, at the corner
of West Lafayette Street, across from
the Trenton Marriott. The gallery is
open Tuesday through Friday from
noon to 6 p.m. and on Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call (609) 989-9119.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Laughing along with the other chil-
dren of all ages in a theater showing
Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who, one
is marvelously reminded of an obvi-
ous truth. Theodore Seuss Geisel sure
could make an important philosophi-
cal concept not only understandable
to kids, but wildly entertaining in the
bargain.

He was a Homer to the Baby
Boomers, a precursor to psychedelia,
keeper of the moral flame and, with
Spock and Salk, among their three
most impactful doctors.

Thanks to quality adaptations like
this one by co-directors Jimmy Hay-
ward and Steve Martino, his wonder-
fully imaginative stuff remains avail-
able for yet another generation of
filmgoers.

It is kiddy literature doing what it
should. That is, welcoming young
minds to this world, giving them a
roadmap to ethics and opening the
door to a universe of exciting possi-
bilities. And often, as is the superbly
exampled case with this film, its les-
sons are tolerance, understanding and
the wisdom of being a good person.

It applies even if that person is a
Who or an elephant like Horton. You
see – there’s a little Orwell here, too,
specifically some of the
sociopolitical metaphors translated
from “Animal Farm.” Yet the most
eloquent of this tale’s accomplish-
ments is an introduction to some-
thing as simple as the theory of rela-
tivity and its role in human under-
standing.

Don’t sell Johnny short. He’s hip.
He’s already seen his share of hypoc-
risy, duplicity and prejudice. It’s a bit
confusing. So he needs a trustworthy,
engaging piece of art to put those
ambiguities either on the page or up
on the screen and say, “Hey, you’re
not alone. Don’t fret. We’re working
on it. Maybe someday you’ll help.”

All of which is the delightfully
heartfelt message here, brought to us
courtesy of the humanitarian epipha-
nies experienced by a good-natured
elephant who learns that you just gotta
believe. The education begins with
the picking of a clover and the hear-
ing of a Who.

It’s either a sixth sense or simply
faith. But when the floppy pachy-
derm, voiced by Jim Carrey, perceives
a sound emanating from a speck on
the plant, he’s immediately certain
he’s discovered another world. In-
deed a littler world, but certainly one
no more or less important than his
own. When he shares the discovery,
you can guess the result.

While some of Horton’s buddies
are excited by the prospect of parallel
pals residing on said fleck, the theory
brings a particularly angry response
from the tacitly acknowledged queen

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears
A Who: And You Should, Too

of their jungle habitat.
Kangaroo, articulated by Carol

Burnett, has apparently read her
Machiavelli. She is opposed to any
ideas that may upset the status quo.

Hmm. So that’s why some people
get so mean. In any case, things get
rather humid in the jungle of Nool.
Meanwhile, matters heat up pretty
well in Who-ville, also.

There we meet Horton’s analo-
gous visionary, the Mayor, verbal-
ized by Steve Carell. The climate
changes and then actual voice com-
munication convince him that there
is indeed a Horton.

Here, too, close-mindedness, that
bugaboo to peace, rears its ugly head.
Whereas the absolute power of mon-
archy deters harmony among crea-
tures in Horton’s realm, in Who-
ville it’s the oligarchic Town Coun-
cil that simply won’t hear of Horton
and his jungle in the sky, especially
from their propped up puppet of a
mayor. It’s one against the crowd.

Such is the perfect soil for culti-
vating storybook heroes, especially
if those brave hearts have heretofore
been seen as anything but valorous
or revolutionary. The result is a
primer in Government 101, a warn-
ing against despots and a tribute to
the common man. But Junior will
like it because it’s funny, and not for
the precepts he’ll absorb by osmo-
sis.

When screenwriters Ken Daurio
and Cinco Paul serve as custodians of
the source material, there is great wit.
Unfortunately, when they try to be
humorous on several levels, the
scattershot of popular references
proves hit-and-miss. An allusion to
J.F.K., avec accent, is curious at best;
a Kissinger imitation just lies there.

Granted, it’s no small feat to ex-
pand a compact children’s tale into a
feature length film. However, the saf-
est, most judicious way to extrapo-
late on Seuss’ genius is through the
great special effects now available to
directors.

Though his poetry might be framed
more creatively than is evidenced
here, any attempt to embellish upon it
is to miss the point.

Happily, this gilding of the lily is
minimal. The voices of Burnett,
Carrey and Carell successfully reso-
nate the parable’s whimsicality. And
Charles Osgood’s “steady as she goes”
narration lends authority to the over-
all frolic. A delight to the senses, a
nod to our sensibility, Dr. Seuss’
Horton Hears a Who says stop, look,
listen and enjoy.

* * *
Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who,

rated G, is a 20th Century Fox release
directed by Jimmy Hayward and Steve
Martino and stars the voices of Jim
Carrey, Steve Carell and Carol
Burnett. Running time: 88 minutes.

NJPAC, Youth Theatre
Announce Auditions

AREA – This coming summer,
The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center’s (NJPAC) Summer Musical
Program and the New Jersey Youth
Theatre Company (NJYT) will join
forces on two musical productions –
Midnight Madness, a new original
work based on “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” with book and lyr-
ics by NJYT Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl and a musical score
by NJYT Associate Musical Direc-
tor Jack Bender, and the patriotic
Tony Award-winning 1776.

Auditions for both shows will be
held on Saturday, April 12, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Final callbacks for
Midnight Madness will take place
on Sunday, April 13, and on Satur-
day, April 19, for 1776.

1776 opens in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater on Friday, July 18, and runs
through Sunday, July 27. Midnight
Madness runs in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater from August 1 through 3.

To purchase tickets for 1776 or
Midnight Madness at NJPAC, call the
box office at (888) GO-NJPAC [(888)
466-5722].

The NJPAC/ NJYT production of
1776 will feature a multi-cultural cast
of 26 talented New Jersey and New
York Metro area young actors be-
tween the ages of 14 and 24.

There is no chorus in 1776. Each
actor will portray a historic figure

relevant to the signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence.

Midnight Madness will feature a
multi-cultural cast of approximately
24 talented New Jersey and New
York Metro area young actors be-
tween the ages of 16 and 24. The
featured role of Puck will require a
male child tenor between the ages
of 11 to 13. Trained female ballet
dancers are also sought. Full or-
chestras, comprised of young stu-
dent musicians and some seasoned
professionals, will accompany both
productions.

Sets, props and wardrobe opera-
tions, onstage and backstage, will
be in the hands of professionals,
assisted by young technical interns
in each area.

Ms. Meryl said of this year’s pro-
ductions, ‘“In the exciting election
climate of today, I am looking for-
ward to giving our young actors the
opportunity to work on 1776, an
extremely challenging piece that
dramatically and musically reflects
all that our founding fathers created
and intended for us today.

“It’s amazing to see how the play-
ers may change, but the issues re-
main the same. Combined with Mid-
night Madness, a brand new, hys-
terically funny musical based on ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ the
NJPAC/NJYT summer 2008 musi-
cal season is one that should not be
missed.”’

New Jersey Youth Theatre, for-
merly known as the Westfield Young
Artists Cooperative Theatre, enables
young artists to receive the highest
caliber, professional level theatri-
cal experience and education pos-
sible.

NJPAC, located in downtown
Newark, is a wheelchair-accessible
facility and provides assistive ser-
vices, such as TTY ticket purchase,
designated seating, Sennheiser in-
frared listening devices and seat
cushions.

Kean Hosts Thinking
Creatively Conference
UNION – The Thinking Creatively

Conference will take place on Kean
University’s campus, located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, on Friday
and Saturday, April 4 and 5.

Thinking Creatively brings together
the best art directors, designers and
innovative thinkers for intellectual dis-
cussions and networking.

The conference reinforces what cre-
ative people do best – imagining pos-
sibilities and creating them.

The presentations and breakout ses-
sions include nationally and interna-
tionally recognized professionals in
the field of design, including advertis-
ing, promotion, marketing, corporate
communications, pharmaceutical,
publishing, interior design, typogra-
phy and areas of experimental creative
thinking.

The presentations, informative dis-
cussions, workshops and networking
opportunities begin on Friday, April 4,
at 9 a.m., with a reception and registra-
tion in the University Center atrium.

Friday’s events will end with a net-
working reception in Kean Hall from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

For more information and to down-
load a brochure with registration and
fee information, visit
thinkingcreatively.org.


