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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MODEL MOM…A crowd of supporters cheer on “Marvelous Mountainside
Mom” Janet Magliacano on the catwalk of L’ Affaire Caterers at the Mountainside
PTA fashion show, held on March 13. Lord & Taylor provided the fashions for the
annual event, which was attended by more than 400 women. Private contributions
from local businesses, families and teachers from the district comprised nearly 200
gift baskets, which were raffled throughout the night. Proceeds from the fundraising
event support enrichment programs for the Deerfield and Beechwood schools.
Christoffers Florist also provided a post-shopping incentive for the ladies, offering
a free rose to all who stopped into the store Friday and Saturday. The florist also
donated a percentage of the proceeds from any subsequent sales to the PTA.

CHAMPIONS, C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N-S, CHAMPIONS...Albert Chen, a fourth
grader at Tamaques School, won the 20th Annual State Spelling Bee champion-
ship, sponsored by the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs-Junior
Club (NJSFWC-JC), in New Brunswick, on March 9. A total of 21 contestants,
winners from local and district level competitions throughout New Jersey,
attended the State Bee. Three fourth graders competed with 18 fifth graders this
year. Albert dueled four rounds with Jared Geoghan from Mendham to win the
first-place title. His winning word was prerogative. Pictured above with Albert,
left to right, are: Carol Frisby, education chairperson, and Amy Lessman,
director of Junior Clubs of NJSFWC.

Marcus Sisters Make
Respective Dean’s Lists

WESTFIELD – Marissa Marcus
was named to the dean’s list at St.
Peter’s college for the fall 2007 se-
mester. She graduated in December
2007, with a Bachelor of Arts degree.
She hopes to teach high school En-

glish in the fall of 2008.
Christina Marcus was named to the

dean’s list at Rowan University for
the fall 2007 semester. Christina is a
junior and a member of Phi Sigma
Sigma. She will graduate in the spring
of 2008, and is majoring in public
relations, advertising and journalism.

Christina, Marissa Marcus

MS Schools Raise
Money for St. Jude

MOUNTAINSIDE –The fifth-
grade students at Deerfield Elemen-
tary School and second-grade stu-
dents at Beechwood Elementary
School, both in Mountainside, are
participating in a service project to
raise funds for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

These funds will help St. Jude in its
ongoing fight against catastrophic
childhood diseases. After soliciting
pledges, students will complete a math
Funbook on CD-rom, filled with about
200 problems.

For each completed problem, stu-
dents will earn money to donate to St.
Jude. Every student who earns at least
$35 will receive a ticket for free ad-
mission to Six Flags Theme Parks,
sponsor of the Math-a-Thon.

For more information, call (908)
232-8828, extension 304.

Mountainside Hosts
Kindergarten Lunch
MOUNTAINSIDE –

Mountainside children, entering kin-
dergarten, and their families, are in-
vited to a luncheon celebrating the
youngsters’ introduction to school,
on Wednesday, May 21.

The luncheon will take place be-
tween 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in the
Mountainside Borough Hall com-
munity room, located on the second
floor.

The event will feature pizza, mu-
sic and games. The cost is $30 per
family. Attendees can bring a favor-
ite appetizer or dessert.

Those who wish to attend should
contact Alicia Batista at (908) 232-
2067, by March 28.

Vo-Tech Student Receives
Earthwatch Fellowship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Samantha
Cartagena, 16, a junior at the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School in Scotch Plains earned an
Earthwatch Education Fellowship to
conduct biological research in Ari-
zona this summer.

She will join a re-
search team that
will study the rela-
tionships between
plants and caterpil-
lars, wasps and
flies.

The team will
conduct research at
the Southwestern
Research Station in
Portal, Ariz.

Samantha, of
Linden, is the
daughter of Benecia Correa. The fo-
cus of Samantha’s research will be the
role of plant chemistry in the relation-
ships between plants, herbivores and
their enemies.

This is a major unresolved issue in
community ecology, according to
Samantha. For two weeks in June,
Samantha will join other fellowship
winners to examine the effects on cat-
erpillar-parasitoid interactions due to
climate.

Other studies will include the ex-
amination of chemical defenses in cat-
erpillar host plants and the documen-
tation of diversity of caterpillars and
parasitoids. Parasitoids, unlike para-
sites, kill the host to which they are
attached.

Samantha said she “looks forward
to learning” all she can during her
Earthwatch expedition. As an admirer
of the environment, she is “very grate-
ful to be part of such a unique experi-
ence,” she said.

To date, more
than 3,500 stu-
dents and 4,000
classroom teach-
ers have received
career training and
inspiration while
on Earthwatch ex-
peditions.

Her biology
teacher, Jennifer
Puglia, received a
2006 Earthwatch
Education Fellow-
ship to study gull

populations on Appledore Island, Me.
For more information, see

earthwatch.org or call (800) 766-0188.

Samantha Cartagena

TROPICAL FUSION…Fourth-grade students in Palma Vella’s class at Wash-
ington Elementary School celebrate spring slightly early this year. After reading
the novel “Islands of the Blue Dolphins,” earlier this month, Ms. Vella, along with
student teacher Katherine Brooks, enjoyed a culminating tropical celebration,
along with island treats.

Scholarship Foundation Sets
Dollars For Students Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation will conduct its 41st annual
community canvass, “Dollars For Stu-
dents,” on Saturday, April 5, and Sun-
day, April 6.

The foundation is seeking contri-
butions to provide financial assis-
tance to qualified Scotch Plains and
Fanwood student residents for their
post-high school education. Approxi-
mately 100 local high school stu-
dents will make door-to-door solici-
tations and man stationary locations
throughout Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also adminis-
ters scholarships, sponsored by 21
local individuals and organizations,
and the capital of 24 established schol-
arship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
Foundation has administered
$1,639,730 in scholarships for the
benefit of 1,909 students.

Last year, $136,900 of financial
aid was administered by the founda-
tion to 96 of the students who ap-
plied. This year, the screening com-
mittee is in the process of evaluating
140 applications from local high
school and college students.

With hopes that community dona-
tions to enhance the foundation’s
“Dollars for Students” awards will

total $25,500, more than $146,000 is
planned to be given for the 2008-
2009 academic year.

The house-to-house canvass and a
direct-mail effort are the foundation’s
only fundraising efforts for its “Dol-
lars For Students” Scholarships.

Residents who are not contacted in
person by a student or who do not find
an envelope by their door may send
donations to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Happy Birthday Charlie
From the guys

Charlie Komar

Sixty-one years ago, Charlie was
born in Wilkes Barre, Pa. Shortly
afterwards, he moved to Elizabeth,
attended an all-boys school and
worked weekends as a roofer's helper.
He became an all-state football player
and met his wife, Margo. The family
moved to Westfield, and Charlie has
had his own roofing business since.

Now, Charlie has two children
(Keith and Carla) and three grand-
children.

"There still isn't a leak
Charlie can't stop."

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

On Teenagers: The
‘Pleasure-Seeking Species’

By AMANDA MOSNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I once came across a New Yorker ar-
ticle about the popular teenage Gossip
Girl novels in which the author com-
mended the realistic portrayal of adoles-
cents as a “pleasure-seeking species.”

Truthfully, this is probably the most
accurate term to describe our “race:” we
tend to do things without regard for others
in a pursuit to entertain ourselves.

I was inspired to write this article fol-
lowing recent events at school that had
made me question the nature of mankind
and how us terrible teenagers are seen in
today’s society: What are our reasons for
fighting? How do we do it? What actually
compels us to physically/verbally attack
others?

After some extensive pondering, the
only rational explanation seems to be
inherited (or acquired) pettiness and ri-
diculousness.

In my own life, I have often come in
contact with what one could call “teenage
warfare.” Most recently, I discovered from
a friend that some incredibly stupid ru-
mors had apparently circulated about me
in the beginning of the school year.

In what I now look back upon as a rash
fit of emotion and anger, I decided to give
everyone a piece of my mind by writing a
note on Facebook.com, destroyer of lives.

In this note, I angrily denounced the
puerility of these rumors. I argued that as
a vulnerable new student, to say such
things about me was not only ugly, but
completely unsubstantiated.

What had I done to these people? As a
new student, I had been at the school for
less than a month and did not really know
anyone, so what could I have possibly
accomplished?

Finally, I concluded by stating that the
superficiality of these people was, quite
honestly, spectacular. This was simply
proof that they clearly had nothing better
to do with their time than to shamelessly
and pathetically go around and tell lies to
anyone who would listen.

The next day, I discovered that our
student council president had orated my
note to the entire senior lounge. At first I
was livid, but after dwelling on the event
for a bit, I realized what she had done. By
reading  my note out loud, she essentially
was proving my point: teenagers are ri-
diculous, catty creatures.

As I mentioned in passing before, things
such as Facebook.com – are increasingly
used as tools of destruction. At
MySpace.com some people post nasty
messages once in a while, but as of late,
Facebook.com’s certain applications
(“Honesty Box” in particular) are new
ways to anonymously attack someone.

A couple of days ago, it was brought to
my attention that someone had written
terrible things in my best friend’s Hon-
esty Box. This person called her “fake,”
“ugly,” “fat” and the like, to which she
responded that if he or she really felt that
way, the person should come and say it to
her face instead of cowardly writing it
online.

The criminal did not seem to under-
stand this logic and continued to insult my
friend. The worst part of all of this is that
the friend in question is one of the sweet-
est, nicest people I have ever met – not
only is she not a mean person, but has no
enemies – so why would someone say
such horrible things about her?

The film Mean Girls is also an example
(albeit exaggerated) of the crazy, mali-
cious things teenagers will do for revenge
and amusement. Lindsay Lohan’s char-
acter is a new student who had just moved
from Africa and had not yet experienced
the “jungle” that is high school.

Although at first she had slightly rusty
social skills, she became part of an infa-
mous cruel-girl group known as “the Plas-
tics.” Because it is a product of Holly-
wood, some of the things the Plastics do,
such as keep a “burn book” of people they
dislike, are very unrealistic.

At the same time, however, some things
the girls do – such as going up to someone
and say they like something they’re wear-
ing, then turn around and giggle to a
friend about how ugly it actually is – can
be experienced in local high school halls.

Whether we admit it or not, almost all
of us can attest to having done something
like this. It is not something to be proud
of, as it may have been done to boost our
own self-confidence or even just for a
chuckle.

Unfortunately, some high schoolers like
to amuse themselves by being mean and
talking about others behind their back. It
could be partially attributed to low self-
esteem, but lately I have concluded it is
more of a means to excite the perpetrator,
however pathetic that it may sound.

It has taken me six years to finally have
this revelation. It is a hard summit to
reach, and I understand the pain that the
rumors and nastiness can cause, but I
implore anyone who is a victim to not
become upset by these people; instead,
take solace in the fact that it is not you who
did the dirty deed.

There are people in this world who
have nothing to do but feed off the unhap-
piness of others; take pride in knowing
that you are the better person and that, in
reality, you probably didn’t do anything
wrong.

If you can reach this higher ground and
hang in there until you graduate, then you
can safely say you successfully survived
the battlefields of high school.

Amanda is a junior at Wardlaw-
Hartridge.

WF’s Chen Wins
State Spelling Bee

WESTFIELD – On March 9, Albert
Chen, a fourth grader at Tamaques
Elementary School, won first place at
the state spelling bee competition in
New Brunswick, organized by the
New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs-Junior Clubs.

He had won third place in Westfield
and second place in the Liberty Dis-
trict, which includes Westfield, Sum-
mit, Cedar Grove and Cranford.

EFG Holds Fourth
Appreciation Dinner
GARWOOD – The Education

Foundation of Garwood (EFG) will
hold its fourth Appreciation Dinner
from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. on April 24,
at Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood.

Tickets are $40 per person. To pur-
chase tickets, send a check or money
order payable to EFG to: P.O. Box
317, Garwood, N.J. 07027.

The EFG is a non-profit organiza-
tion formed to raise funds for pro-
grams and educational needs that di-
rectly benefit local education that are
not funded by the district’s annual
school budget.

This year, in addition to the
“Teacher of the Year Award,” EFG
will recognize David Durante as a
recipient of  the “People Making a
Difference Award.” Mr. Durante is a
member of the 2008 U.S. Men’s Se-
nior National Gymnastics Team.

Local Boys Make
Oratory Prep Honor Roll

AREA – The head of the Oratory
Prep School, Marlene Kostka, has
announced the names of students who
have earned academic recognition in
one of the three designated honor
rolls for the second marking period at
the Summit school.

Gus Exarhakos, a ninth grader from
Cranford, was named to the St. Philip
Neri highest honors division. Stu-
dents named to this list have earned
grade point averages (GPA) of at least
95 with no grades below a 90.

Area students achieving high hon-
ors include: ninth grader Ryan Murray
of Westfield; 10th graders Michael
DeNigris of Cranford, Joseph Macri
of Westfield and Gregory Mika of
Cranford; and 11th graders Chester
Baker of Scotch Plains and John
Caldora, 2nd, of Westfield.

For students to be included in the
High Honors division, they must earn
a GPA of at least 90 with no grade
below 85.

Ninth graders Daniel Fitzpatrick
of Westfield and Raymond Thek of
Scotch Plains were named to the hon-
ors division of the Oratory Prep honor
rolls.

For students to be named to the
Honors division, they must earn a
GPA of at least 85 with no grades
below 80.

Jefferson Elem. School
To Hold Clothing Drive

WESTFIELD –Jefferson Elemen-
tary School will hold a clothing drive
on April 8 to raise funds for the fifth-
grade yearbook.

Items to be collected include cloth-
ing, shoes, stuffed animals, handbags,
belts, sheets, towels and blankets, etc.,
and can be dropped off between noon
and 3:15 p.m. at the Jefferson field on
Clover Street, between Boulevard and
Summit Avenue.

Club Prepares Lunches
For Homeless, Hungry
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s

Club of Westfield prepares more than
200 lunches once a month during the
school year, and twice monthly
throughout the summer months, for
the Bridges organization.

Each lunch consists of a ham and
cheese sandwich, juice box, snack,
fruit and dessert. Bridges is a group
dedicated to feeding homeless, hun-
gry children and adults at locations
under bridges and at shelters in
Irvington, Newark and New York
City.

Members of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield have been actively in-
volved in lunch preparation for this
worthy cause for the last eight con-
secutive years.

For more information concerning
the Woman’s Club of Westfield, call
(908) 233-2339

Kalis Earns Dean’s List
Standing at Moravian
WESTFIELD – Christopher Kalis,

son of Trish and C.P. Kalis of
Westfield, and a graduate of Westfield
High School, earned dean’s list stand-
ing for the 2007-2008 fall semester at
Moravian College.

Students who carry three or more
course units during a fall or spring
term and attain a quality point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher for the term are
placed on the list.

HELPING THE HUNGRY…Holding bags filled with Bridges lunches at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield, from left to right, are: Woman’s Club of
Westfield (WCW) President Dolores Geisow; WCW Vice President Anne Galante;
WCW friend Kitty Branton; WCW friend Ingrid McKinley; and WCW member
Gloria Abitante.


