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DOUGHER FINISHES H.S. CAREER WITH 1,633 POINTS

Raider Basketballers Finished
With Best Season Ever at 23-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records were broken on the team
level and on the individual level by
this season’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School basketball team. The
Raiders won their first sectional crown
since 1960, went on to win the Group
3 title and finished with a 23-8 record,
the best ever for a Raiders boys bas-
ketball team. In the meantime, senior
forward Bryan Dougher broke the
SPF all-time boys scoring record.

The Raiders won the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title with a 59-39
victory over the Colonia Patriots on
March 4. On March 9, the Raiders
leveled Timber Creek, 60-53, at the
Rutgers Athletic Center to win its
first Group 3 championship before
being stopped by Immaculata in the
first round of the Tournament of
Champions.

In order to qualify for the state
sectional tournament, the experienced
senior-dominated Raiders had to sur-
vive the tough Watchung Conference
schedule that featured several of the
state’s top teams.

“Probably the best conference in
the state! It gets you battle tested, gets
you ready for the state tournament so
we weren’t going to be shocked by
anything we saw in the state tourna-
ment,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty.

Early in the season, the Raiders
also realized their capabilities by de-
feating ranked team, Neptune, in over-
time, winning at Irvington and beat-
ing Union at home.

Senior point guard Danny
DeCataldo was a catalyst in the suc-
cessful campaign.

“He really gave us the fire on the
team. He played with a lot of energy,
a lot of enthusiasm. He got the ball
into Bryan’s hands, always covered
the point guard and rattled the other
team’s offense,” said Doherty.

In the Group 3 semifinals,
DeCataldo really exhibited his fire by
sparking the Raiders with a barrage
of 3-pointers in the first quarter against
Wayne Valley.

“They went a box on Bryan and,
when they did that, they were saying
that they really don’t feel anybody
else can shoot the ball. Danny stepped
right up. Hit the first one! Once he
gets the confidence going, he’s going
to make a lot of shots,” said Doherty.

Senior center Lordly Okarter, who
plans to play football at Temple Uni-
versity next fall, displayed a domi-
nating presence under the boards.

“Lordly is probably one of the stron-
gest inside men. I don’t know if any-
body in the state was stronger than he

was. He gave us a presence inside,
blocking shots and rebounding the
ball. He let our guards go out and
pressure kids,” said Doherty. “He is a
good passer and intense scorer.”

Junior forward Kevin Maroney dis-
played talent across the board, as well
as under the board.

“He’s extremely talented. He’s a
tough match-up. He’s 6’5”, can re-
bound but he can also step outside
and shoot the ball. He did a great job
on the boards down the stretch,” said
Doherty.

Senior guard Greg Zabel showed
good defensive skills throughout the
season.

“He was our second leading scorer
early in the year. He had a little trouble
scoring in the states but he did all the
other things. He did a good job on
defense. Didn’t force the issue. He
had a good understanding of the

game,” Doherty said.
Coming off the bench, junior guard

Reggie Solomon added plenty of
spark.

“He gave us a lot of energy off the
bench with his speed. He’s very quick,
very fast, plays good defense,” said
Doherty.

Senior Rob Zekunda and juniors
Melvin Hanciles, Ishmael Raymond
and Marcus Green also provided much
depth off the bench.

“Melvin came on later in the year
and played fabulous defense, an ath-
letic player. Ishmael did a good job
backing up Lordly, blocking shots,
rebounding. Rob’s been a three-year

varsity player. He had very good
post moves, scored for us.
Marcus is a big, strong football
kid, very athletic,” said Doherty.

Dougher broke Willie
McCoy’s all-time SPF boys bas-
ketball scoring record of 1,482
points set in 1986 when he sank
10 points in a 49-37, victory
over visiting Emerson in the
quarterfinals of the sectional
on February 28. In the five re-
maining tournament games, he
averaged 30 points per game to
bring his career total to 1,633.

“That’s what makes him a
special player. As good as he
was during the year, he brought
it to another level once state
time came, He’s a quiet kid,
very competitive. I’m sure that
he is proud that he is the all-
time leading scorer but he
wanted the team, he wanted the
championships. Each year he
got better and better,” said
Doherty.

Five talented seniors may
have played their final game as
a Raider, but next year’s team
looks promising also according

to Doherty, “Our bench and Kevin
Maroney will be back. Brandon Boyd
didn’t play that much but has talent.
And then, we have some good fresh-
men coming up, so we feel we will be
very tough.”

Lady Raiders Finished 17-9,
Qualified for States in Hoops

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite being a little light in depth,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’ bas-
ketball team had a very successful
season, finishing with a 17-9 record
and qualifying for the state sectional
tournament.

The Raiders trounced Ferris and
West Morris, respectively, in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment before losing to New Brunswick,
52-36 in the semifinals. The sixth-
seeded Raiders eliminated Hillside
and Johnson, respectively, in the
Union County tournament before fall-
ing to eventual champion Westfield
in the semis, 47-23.

“We played up and down. Some
games we played really well, how-
ever, some of our better played games
were in losses,” said Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis. “In the Westfield
game, the girls were really up for it.
They’re our biggest rival. We did not
get off to a good first half start but did
play good defense, kept them down
and were down by five or six points.
In the second half, we were really,
really flat, could not hit a shot and
could not defend. The worse half we
played the entire year!”

Junior center Kaylin Jaichon ac-
counted for more than half of the
Raiders’ offensive and defensive re-
bounds. She was a tough inside
shooter, provided a strong presence
on the floor for put-backs and post-
ups, averaging 10.5 points per game
(ppg). She was very effective con-
trolling the offensive and defensive
glass and led the team in rebounds
with a 10.6 average, including 133
offensive rebounds. Jaichon also had
74 blocked shots.

“She made it a lot easier for us to go
our and pressure people on the out-
side, knowing that we had a shot
blocker inside and that really helped.
She physically got stronger, her game
matured a lot and she’s one of the best
players in the county,” said coach
Davis.

Jaichon was selected Star-Ledger
player of the week, Courier News
profile player of the week, named
Union County Coaches Association
top 15 and selected to the All-
Watchung Conference team.

Junior forward Jackie Law pro-
vided toughness, aggressive play and
ran the floor well. She was the Raid-
ers’ chief thief with 72 steals and
blocked 36 shots. She averaged 7.6
ppg, was second in rebounds with an
8.4 average and second in assists.

“She’s not afraid to bang with people.
She’s ferocious, plays hard and
scrambles for balls. Her numbers may
be down a little bit but some of that is
because we asked her to do different
things. We had her move away from
the basket more and handle the ball at
times, when we had her go man-to-
man, like we did with Westfield. We
put her on their best player and she
proved that she can guard almost any-
one,” said coach Davis.

Junior point-guard Kathryn
DeCataldo, according to coach Davis,
“handled the pressure and did a fine
job, handling and distributing the
ball.” She led the Raiders in assists
with 66 and averaged 4.0 ppg.

“She was a real steady influence on
the floor, while towards the end of the
year she started hitting big ones,” said
coach Davis.

Laura Degnan, the 5’11 junior for-
ward, had a break out year. “She spent

most of the year coming off the bench
and when she did, teams we played
would comment what a spark she was,”
said coach Davis. “Almost every time,
it changed the complexity of the game.
We ran more, we were able to pressure
more and she was very good on the
offensive glass.”

Degnan totaled 61 offensive grabs
and 54 defensive and, averaged just
below a 7.0 ppg.

Senior two-guard Molly Meehan,
a superb outside shooter, had some
big games. When teams played zone,
Molly was the one needed from the
outside to open up the middle. She
fired in 32 three-pointers and aver-
aged 6.6 ppg.

“She kept teams honest as far as
playing us in a zone or packing in
their defense for most of the season.
We’ll miss her next year.”

Junior Saxony Nielsen fit into the
equation well. “She did not get the
minutes that she or I would have
liked. She’s very athletic and she’s
another one that is tough and does not
mind guarding anyone. She’s quick
on her feet, scrappy and will run the
floor. I’m hoping to really utilize her
athletic asset when she’s in the start-
ing lineup next year,” said Davis.

“We play one of the toughest sched-
ules around. All but three teams that
we played qualified for the state tour-
nament and many of them did well.
The teams that we lost to had a com-
bined winning record of almost 80
percent. We’re a junior laden team
with five kids coming back. I see no
reason why we should not be right
back in the thick of things and consid-
ered as one of the top teams consid-
ered for the county title,” concluded
coach Davis.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
SPF RECORD HOLDER…Bryan Dougher
holds the all-time Raider boys scoring record
with 1,633 points.

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE UNDER THE BOARDS…Center Kaylin Jaichon, center, led the Raiders in rebounding with a 10.6
per game average, including 133 offensive. She also had 74 blocked shots and averaged 10.5 points per game.
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WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Elegant and stately this magnificent property sits on a park like acre and a half of property at
the end of a prestigious cul de sac and backs onto a lovely park.  Spacious and grand the
gorgeous entry gives access to the sunken living room, the large dining room and leads on to
the gathering room with gas fireplace and multiple lighted art niches. French doors lead to the
marvelous conservatory with glass walls overlooking the roman style loggia and the garden
terrace beyond.  The kitchen is a masterpiece of form and function offering every amenity set
in beautiful colors with the finest in cabinetry and countertops. A walk in pantry and laundry
room are adjacent to the kitchen and the library or guest room is nearby on this first level.
Five bedrooms are offered on the second level. The master suite boasts a wonderful sitting
room, large closets and dressing room and a lush bath.  Twelve wonderful rooms with abundant
built-ins, six fabulous baths, a three car garage, a finished basement, designer accoutrements
throughout and an unbelievable amount of special features artistically presented make this
one of the finest properties offered to the marketplace.  DIR: Raritan Road to Black Birch, left
on Marion to end of cul-de-sac.  Offered for $1,799,000.  WSF0450

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th • 1-4pm
25 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th • 1-4pm
1165 Wychwood Road, Mountainside

Exquisite custom, center hall colonial with Sweeping Hand Milled Staircase, flanked by a
formal living room/wood burning fireplace and a 21' Dining Room to host your most
lavish dinner parties.  A gourmet’s “Designer  Kitchen”, with exceptional “State of the Art”
amenities, overlooks a 20 X 21' Great Room housing a Flat Screen TV & Fireplace.  The
Master Bedroom Suite boasts custom built-ins with Fireplace and Luxurious Spa Like
Bathroom.  A total of 12 rooms, 5 Bedrooms (one on first floor), 5 1/2 Baths, Office, Gym,
3 Car Garage, over a half acre professionally landscaped property, Low taxes,  Wychwood
Location.  Near town and NYC transportation. $2,595,000.  WSF0022
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Francesca Azzara
908-233-8924

www.njhouses2buy.com

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West
908-233-0065


