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Blue Devil Boy Laxers Must
Look to Youth for Success
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Baseball Raiders Still Young,
Still Talented, Still Dangerous
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Baseball Blue Devils to Field
Talented Squad of Seniors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cathy Splinter 
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. At
Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given the most

distinguished honor, membership into the President’s
Council. They surpassed industry standards and reached
the pinnacle of success. These fine professionals 
demonstrate the integrity, commitment to service and
excellence that are the hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The
President’s Council embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff
Vision and defines “extraordinary professionals exceeding
expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Cathy Splinter into
the 2008 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

Westfield Office
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Direct Phone: 908-233-5508 
Office Phone: 908-233-0065 
Cell Phone: 908-398-7200

cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

www.burgdorff.com

Many ground balls are expected to
be fielded by shortstops Mike Melillo,
Evan Shapiro or junior Rob
Granstrand and second baseman Mark
Melino.

“Melino, I just love his glove and
the way he moves. Yesterday, in our
first scrimmage, we turned two in-
field double plays, which was phe-
nomenal, and he was in the middle of
both of them,” said Brewster.

Joe Vall-Llobera, who has been
recovering from a ski accident, will
cover centerfield, perhaps around the
middle of April. With a .402 BA, 22
RBI and three home runs last year,
Vall-Llobera will provide power at
the plate. Evan Einstein, who has
great glove skills, will also see time in
center.

“Evan, hopefully he can fill the bill
as our leadoff hitter. He’s a real headsy,
headsy player,” commented Brewster.

Strong on the perimeter, Mike
Cappiello, who returns at first base,
also had a very effective stick with a
.357 BA. Cappiello will also spend
some time on the mound.

“He’s a very capable first baseman
and, when he is pitching, we are look-
ing at Matt Loughlin and Mike
Mosier,” said Brewster.

Junior Matt Isabella will play third
base, along with Melillo. Candidates
for right field are Mike Lanna and
freshman AJ Murray. In leftfield, will
be Ryan Brand, Mosier and Jesse
Embry.

Shapiro has earned a fine reputa-
tion on the mound, especially since
he used only 69 pitches to toss a
seven-inning, perfect game against
Summit in the first round of the Union
County Tournament, last May. He
was also very tough with the stick,
batting .444.

“He had surgery in the off-season.
He has been going through therapy
since November. First day of prac-
tice, he was five-miles-an-hour faster

than last year, but his arm was a little
tender,” said Brewster, who added,
“He hits the ball well. He can do a lot
of little things.”

Junior pitcher Chris Jenkins will
keep opposing batters on red alert
with his lightning bolts. Last year he
fanned 39 batters in 38 innings.

“He has worked as hard as any kid
I have had in the off-season. We have
seen some great things so far. We see
a lot of little steps forward, which
amounts to one big step. He’s more
comfortable on the mound. He’s bet-
ter at holding runners on. He’s field-
ing his position better. He’s making
his pickoff throws. His mastery of the
plate is improving leaps and bounds,”
said Brewster.

Senior Ryan Scanlon has demon-
strated strength on the mound and, at
this point in time, more pitching sup-
port will come from Melillo and Joe
Green.

“Our strength is going to be on the
mound. They are all very capable,”
said Brewster.

Like last year, the Blue Devils’
plan is to be crafty on the base paths.

“I need to see us being aggressive
on the bases. We are going to play
more of what I call the inside game,”
said Brewster.

The Blue Devils, who have won 12
Union County Tournaments, obvi-
ously look to grab another, but sights
are also set to win a sectional title.

“The last time we won, it was in
1988. We had a great pitching staff
that took us right into the state
quarterfinals. We played against a
team that was ranked number one in
the country, West New York. We
were leading 1-0 into the bottom of
the sixth. They scored two runs and
we lost 2-1,” coach Brewster re-
called.

Clint Factor and Kevin Stock were
the two ace pitchers on that 1988
sectional championship team.

Clutch), expected to be the cleanup
hitter, could continue his offensive
assault on opposing teams.

“I am anticipating some really good
things from him. Last year, he carried
us for a good part of the year. If we
can click with Dinizo and Maroney
on all cylinders, we are going to have
a good three-four punch,” said
Baylock. “He’s a good defensive first
baseman. He’s 6’5”, so, hopefully, he
can save a couple of throwing errors.”

Junior second baseman Nick
Bonadies, who batted .417 with 24
RBI last year, is expected to bat in the
No. 5 spot.

“He came out of nowhere. We
brought him up from JVs to take a
look at him and we never looked
back,” Baylock said.

Sophomore Joe D’Annunzio will
use his quickness and speed to patrol
centerfield and to bat as the leadoff
hitter.

“Joey is one heck of an athlete. He’s
strong. He can run. He can throw the
ball. I am looking more for him to get
on base anyway he can so he can use
his speed and make defenses worry.
Walks, he has a really good eye. He
gets on base, now we got those big
guys to drive him in,” said Baylock.

Sophomore shortstop Mike Ridge,
who will bat in the No. 2 spot, moved
up to the varsity midway through the
season and finished with a .375 BA.

“Mike has a very good glove, strong
arm. He came up late in the year. He
was a big lift for us. The day he came
up was when we started our 14-2 run.
He provides an aura out there,” said
Baylock.

Sophomore John Maxwell is ex-
pected to be the designated hitter and
sophomore Rick Shevlin is presently
battling it out with freshman Marcus
Rivera for third base.

“Maxwell has really impressed us
so far. And Shevlin and Rivera at third
base are battling, so, hopefully, those
guys can supply some pop in the bot-

tom of the order,” commented Baylock.
The abundance of team speed

should be a plus for the Raiders, espe-
cially on the base paths.

“That’s one thing we can do. We
have four-five guys in our lineup, who
can run. Hopefully, we can use that to
our advantage. This might be the fast-
est team I’ve ever had,” said Baylock.
“As soon as we get the newcomers to
gel and get accustomed to the varsity
way of doing things, the better off we
will be. I’m looking forward to having
a year like we had last year. Baseball is
a funny game. You have to get the ball
to bounce your way.”

The Raiders will open at Watchung
Hills on Tuesday, April 1.

“Andrew is a real sparkplug, an-
other natural lefty. On the field, he is
a good leader, always works as hard
as he can,” Silbergeld said.

Sophomore Tim Werner added
some scoring flare last year and will
operate as a midfielder.

“Last year he was at attack. This
year he will be back at midfield, which
is his natural position. Timmy is prob-
ably our best all-around player at this
point,” said Silbergeld.

Senior Sean Mack is “a face-off
guy and one of our fastest guys on the
field,” according to coach Silbergeld.
Sophomore Sean Scrudato has moved
from midfield to attack and senior
midfielder Gus Gibbons is, “very ath-
letic, a strong kid and can run all day.
We are expecting him to make the
jump from JV to varsity and be an
impact player,” Silbergeld said.

The defense took a big hit due to
graduation, so a lot of new faces will
protect the goalie. Sophomores Andre
Arnold, Evan Rosenberg and Zander

Maslow, along with junior long stick
middies Scott Perry and Chris Rhodes,
and senior Stephen Koepfler, will
spend a lot of time on the defensive
side.

“We are very young and inexperi-
enced, but we have some really good
kids. We are hoping that they grow
together as a unit. Behind Kyle’s
strong communication in goal, we
expect the defense to very quickly
become as tight as our seniors were
last year,” Silbergeld said.

The Blue Devils will begin their very
arduous schedule on April Fools’ Day
against Don Bosco at Tamaques School.

“We want to retain the Bristol Cup
in our annual game against Pingry,
which we won for the past two years,
and we are the two-time defending
champs of the Union County tourna-
ment. We took out Summit twice last
year, which is never an easy feat. We
have some good local rivalries and
we are playing again some of the best
teams in the state,” said Silbergeld.

Softball Teams Sought
For June Tournament
All softball teams in the area are

invited to sign up for the 11th Annual
Dick Archer Memorial One-Pitch/Slow
Pitch Softball Tournament. The date
for the charity event is Saturday, June 7,
with a rain date of Sunday, June 8.

The entry fee is $150 per team –
with all teams guaranteed a minimum
of three games. Games will be played
in Warinanco Park in Elizabeth. This
fundraiser is sponsored by the Greater
Union County N.J. ASA Softball
Umpires Association.

For further information, and to reg-
ister your team, please call Don at
(908) 337-9410 or Jim at (908) 272-
8049. All proceeds will be donated to
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) New Jersey to help in their
efforts to assist the mentally ill in
Union County.

NAMI, founded in 1979, is “the
Nation’s Voice on Mental Illness” and
is found at the national, state and local
levels. It is dedicated to improving the
lives of those who suffer from mental
illnesses. To learn more about NAMI-
Union County, please call (908) 233-
1628 or visit nami-nj-uc.org.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL LAX CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: Kyle Wright,
Andrew Rosenberg and Harry Bernstein.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555
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Picture Perfect Colonial

Open House: Sunday, 3/30 1-4pm • 744 Oak Avenue
This home is a great way to get into Westfield and all it has to offer!
Charming Colonial with lots of character and architectural detail – wood
burning fireplace, built-in cabinetry, moldings, and hard wood floors.
Updated kitchen with skylights, granite countertops, and breakfast nook.
Sunny den off the living room. Formal dining room. Finished recreation
room with a full bath downstairs. Three bedrooms. Fenced yard and a
great close to everything location.  $599,900.  WSF0203

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 2004-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2007
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007
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1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
$1,895,000

Stunning custom designed 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath 10
year young Center Hall Colonial featuring a gracious
Entrance Foyer with magnificent staircase; Living
Room/Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal
Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/professional
grade appliances, sitting area and fplc; grand Family
Room with soaring cathedral ceilings and fireplace;
1st floor MBR suite w/access to wonderful
conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing and Laundry.
Nestled on a private lane and .77 of an acre.  Truly a
one of a kind Westfield residence.

561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007
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824 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of 
Wychwood.  This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living 
Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with built-
ins, hardwood floors, extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master 
bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation Room, 

office &  more!                             Newly Repositioned at $799,000

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of 
the Gardens.  This charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white 
cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden 
mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new 
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools 

and NYC transportation.                                            Offered for $699,000


