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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Even in the Present,
Past is Always There

I took a drive up to Mennen Arena
in Morris Township a couple of
Wednesday nights ago, to see the WHS
ice hockey team for the first time. The
last time I’d been at the Mennen com-
plex was in 1970 to watch the Westfield
Post 3 American Legion team play
Morristown in the state champion-
ship game. (Morristown won 3-2.)

After watching the Blue Devils fall
to Randolph in the second round of
the state tournament, it was either go
straight home, or stop at a couple of
the places that were such a huge part
of my life in the 1970s, when me and
a bunch of young guys I haven’t seen
or talked to in years were the tightest,
and best, small newspaper sports de-
partment anybody ever saw. And part
of that tightness was nightly post-
work stops at Cutter’s Bar and Grill in
Morristown, and Sunday stops at the
Dublin Pub, around the corner from
Cutter’s.

So I drive by Cutter’s and it looks
like one of those new fancy places on
Elm Street in Westfield. I park the car
and walk back to check it out. The L-
shaped bar is in the same area, but the
place has really been transformed,
from a hole-in-the-wall dive (my fa-
vorite kind of place) into a yuppie
(*sigh*) dining establishment.

As I walked back to my car, I won-
dered what had happened to Joe Cut-
ter, Sr. and Jr., and the legendary
Dominic (Doc) Pisciotta, who once
cornered me at the end of a long night
at Cutter’s with the question, “Who
do you think would win, Morristown
or Westfield?” This was November
1974, the first year of the football
playoffs, when unbeaten and No.1-
ranked WHS was not one of the two
teams picked for the North 2 Group 4
sectional playoffs. I slurred out some
response like, “Morristown probably
has more talent, but Westfield would
win on coaching.” Doc apparently
went and told John Chironna (a WHS
all-stater in 1944!) and the Mo’town
coach feuded with me the rest of the
year.

Around the corner, the Dublin Pub
seemed the same from the outside,
and when I got inside it didn’t look
that much different from 30-some
years ago. But there were now add-on
rooms, and a big dining area that could
be used for “corporate meetings,” the
doorman told me. The doorman, who
had played high school hockey for
Ridge in the late ’90s and was a friend
of former WHS star Ron Kashlak,
told me that Jimmy Mongy still owned
“The Pub” but that he was having
trouble adjusting, another old-school
guy having trouble dealing with “new
school.” (I wondered to myself, “What
truly old-school guy doesn’t?”)

The last time our old gang got to-
gether at Cutter’s was the day of the
funeral of Ray DeGraw, our sports
editor during most of our “glory days”
in the 1970s. In tribute to Ray, after his
funeral we drove to Cutter’s at about
4 in the afternoon, took our normal
seats in the back section and spent the

next eight or nine hours reliving the
“good ol’ days.” The few people at the
bar and tables must’ve wondered what
was wrong with this group of middle-
aged guys talking and laughing about
old Morristown football and baseball
games, Randolph wrestling matches,
and page layouts of long ago, and
singing doo-wap songs by Dion and
the Belmonts or Lee Andrews and the
Hearts so far out of tune as to make
them unrecognizable.

Anyhow, the day after the WHS
hockey game was a cleanup day and
while doing that I came across a couple
of interesting old items, a Hi’s Eye
from 1978, where the editors ranked
the Top 10 athletic events of the 1977-
78 school year, and a copy of a 1962
article by a soon-to-be famous New
York sports writer about a town in
suburban New Jersey where great
teams and athletes were growing faster
than the corn that had sprouted up
several decades earlier.

Here is that Hi’s Eye article, written
by Phil Robinson (WHS ’78).

“In reviewing the year in sports
which produced an overall 72.3 win-
ning percentage and a record 31 major
titles for Westfield teams, including
the Blue Devils’ seventh Watchung
Conference All-Sports championship
in the last eight years, the sports edi-
tors of the Hi’s Eye selected their top
ten team performances. (Presented
here in reverse order from what was
originally published in the Hi’s Eye.)

10. Golf: Westfield 10½, SP-F 7½
— Five of the six WHS linksmen won
or tied their matches as the golf team
ended SP-F’s 7½ -year home course
unbeaten streak.

9. Boys swimming: Westfield 94,
Lawrenceville 78 – Ending a 12-year
drought, the mermen defeated
Lawrenceville for the first time since
1966.

8. Baseball: Westfield 3, Cranford 2
– K.C. Knobloch scattered seven hits
while driving in one run and scoring
another as the baseball team won its
first county title since 1968.

7. Wrestling: Westfield 26,
Hunterdon Central 18 – Upending the
defending state champs, the wrestling
team stopped Central’s 49-match un-
beaten streak.

6. Softball: Westfield 5, Elizabeth 0
– Jackie Booth hurled her second no-
hitter of the season as the softball
team rolled to the state sectional title.

5. Boys swimming: Eastern
Interscholastics – Diver Ron Posyton
successfully defended his crown while
the 200 medley and 400 freestyle re-
lay teams added strong performances
as the team finished second.

4. Boys tennis: Westfield 4, Chris-
tian Brothers Academy 1 – Winning
two singles matches in third-set
tiebreakers, the tennis team earned its
first All-Groups championship.

3. Girls swimming: State champi-
onships – In only its second year of
existence, the girls swim team set two
records in winning the state champi-
onship, outdistancing runnerup Cherry
Hill East by nine points.

2. Track: Penn Relays – Allen Smith,
Brion Gray, Frank Kelly and Butch
Woolfolk brought home Westfield’s
first Championship of America title
as the quartet won the 4x100-meter
relay.

1. Football: Westfield 33, Barringer
12 – Before almost 33,000 fans at
Giants Stadium, the football team cap-
tured the state sectional champion-
ship and proved its designation as the
No. 1 team in New Jersey.”

And the 1962 article in the New
York Herald Tribune was written by
the late Sam Goldaper, who would go
on to greater fame as a sports writer
for the New York Times. It was a story
about a little New Jersey town where
sports, from little league all the way
through high school, were apparently
very important part. There were pic-
tures of WHS seniors Dick Myers,
Bob Hoffman, Dave Coleman and
Greg Weiss — now all close-to-if-
not-already retired businessmen in
their mid-60s.

The headline and first paragraph
were:

Westfield, N.J. – Athletic Boom
Town

Undefeated football teams, five state
championship swim teams in the last
six years, runner-up to Weequahic of
Newark for the state basketball title,
golf, tennis and wrestling teams with
long winning streaks, outstanding
baseball players and trackmen. This is
Westfield High School.

The article talks about the people
who are involved in youth sports, like
fire chief Marty Burke, police ser-
geant Mount Howarth, orthopedic
surgeon Dr. J.P. Warter, and dozens of
lawyers, bankers, engineers, salesmen
and insurance men. It talks about ath-
letic director Bob Duncan, and his
recent hiring of Gary Kehler as foot-
ball coach.

After a winter 2008 that saw WHS
capture three state championships, and
with a potentially bountiful spring
around the corner, as the old saying
goes, “the more things change, the
more they stay the same.”

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
’Tis a poor archer who blames his

arrows.
BASEBALL UPDATE

It’s now just five days until the
WHS baseball season gets started at
Cranford, Tuesday, 4 p.m. So let’s

take a quick look at what “Brew’s
Crew” has this spring. First off, there
are a lot of potentially good arms,
starting with Chris Jenkins, Evan
Shapiro, Mike Cappiello, Ryan
Scanlon, Mike Melillo and curveballer
Joe Green. It’s the kind of staff that, if
it stays healthy, should have coach
Bob Brewster planning for higher
goals than just a county champion-
ship.

Behind the plate for the second year
is senior Justin Olsen, already signed
to play at Rutgers next year. The in-
field figures to have Cappiello or Matt
Loughlin at first, Mark Melino at sec-
ond, Shapiro or Rob Granstrand at
short and Matt Isabella at third, with
Melillo capable of handling any of the
spots. In the outfield, Ryan Brand or
Jesse Embry will be in left, Evan
Einstein in center and either Mike
Mosier or freshman A.J. Murray in
right. Mosier, Loughlin, Embry and
Murray are possible designated hit-
ters.

(Currently co-captains Shapiro and
Joe Vall-Llobera are banged up;
Shapiro with a shoulder problem, Vall-
Llobera recuperating from a back in-
jury while skiing over winter break.)

While there were big graduation
losses, the pitching staff returns basi-
cally intact and the new varsity play-
ers — Melillo, Melino, Isabella,
Granstrand, Brand, Einstein, Mosier,
Embry and Green — are moving up
from an 18-1 junior varsity team last
spring under Kenny Miller.

SOFTBALL UPDATE
There has been just one sectional

title for the WHS softball team in the
last 17 years, and that was in 2004,
before any of the current team mem-
bers were in high school. But Tara
Pignoli has the kind of team that could
go pretty far this spring.

There’s returnees Alyson
Moskowitz (p-of), Cyndil Matthew
(p-ss-3b) and Katie Abruzzo (p-1b-
cf), plus Jamie Wisniewski (p-1b-of)
who was 16-3 for the ’07 UCT jayvee
champions, to handle the pitching.
Feisty Kim Townsend (ss) is still re-
covering from a dislocated shoulder
injury during volleyball season, but
there’s still Krissy Wendel (1b), Ariel
Gale (2b), Sara Connery (ss) and Erin
Scialabba (3b) in the infield, along
with catchers Katie Kiefer and Chris-
tine Feldbauer. With Abruzzo possi-
bly moving from center field to first,
the outfield includes Alex Pecora (cf),
Emily Tebbetts, Moskowitz, Katie
Esler and Wisniewski.

Matthew (.642, 8 HRs) and
Scialabba (.395, 6 HRs) both had huge
’07 seasons, while Abruzzo (.328),
Pecora (.245), Kiefer (.338),
Townsend (.333) and Tebbetts (.406)
were all solid contributors last spring
when WHS went 17-7.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 10

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

March 1998: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School winter track
senior Karl Jennings has been se-
lected to the All-Area Boys Winter
Track Team by The Courier News.
Jennings made the All-Area and All-
Union/Middlesex lists in both the 55-
meter hurdles and in the high jump.
He won the Union County 55-meter
hurdles with a time of :07.5 (hand
time). Jennings went on to place fifth
in the 55-meter high hurdles at the
Meet of Champions with a time of
07.91 (automatic time).

April 1, 2000: Winning against a
perennially strong Westfield High
School softball team hasn’t come easy
in recent history for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls. But this time, the
Raiders took charge with strong pitch-
ing from junior pitcher Alicia Piniat
and some clutch hits to edge the Blue
Devils, 3-2, in Westfield. The Raiders
got two of their three runs in the first
inning from a hooking triple down
the leftfield line by junior Katie
Church and RBI singles from junior
Megan Miller and senior Jen
Vanderhoff. Westfield bounced back
in the bottom of the inning when
sophomore Jen Hayes smashed a solo
home run. Miller scored the third run

off Vanderhoff’s grounder in the third
inning.

March 2002: The Westfield boys
basketball team finished with an above
average record of 16-9, their best
record since 1977, and finished fourth
in the difficult Watchung Conference.
Co-captain Dan DeSerio scored a
whooping 570 points during the sea-
son, averaging 23.7 points per game,
and grabbed 285 rebounds. Senior
Jay Cook scored 307 points.

April 1, 2002: The Westfield High
School baseball team unleashed light-
ning with the “metal sticks” and jolted
Linden, 14-4, in Linden. Senior third
baseman Mike Sofka struck the hard-
est with five RBI.

April 1, 2002: The Westfield High
School softball team did the roaring
by shutting out the Linden Tiger girls,
9-0, in Westfield. Senior pitcher
Caitlin MacDonald fanned 15 but
burned the Tigers with a no hitter.
Senior catcher Tara Dowling went 4-
for-4, including a double, and had
four RBI and three runs scored.

March 2003: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School sophomores
Hillary Klimowicz and Jenny Burke
have been selected to the Courier
News All-Area First Team. Raider
sophomore Maura Gillooly received
Honorable Mention recognition.

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Lead
All-Union County Swim List
Westfield High School (W) sopho-

more Suzanne Lemberg was selected
to the All-State First Team in girls
swimming for her efforts in the 50
freestyle. Lemberg and Blue Devil
Chris De La Fuente were named All-
Union County (UC) Swimmer of the
Year for their respective gender. The
Blue Devil girls, who finished No. 2
in the state, and the boys, who fin-
ished No. 4, were also named UC
Teams of the Year.

Lemberg and teammate Alexi
Kuska (200 free) were selected All-
Public First Team and the 400-free
relay team was selected to the Third
Team. The Blue Devil boys 200-med-
ley relay team made the Third Team
All-Public.

ALL-UC BOYS FIRST TEAM:
50-free: Matt Green (W)
100-fly: DeLaFuente (W)
100-back: Matt Meserole (W)
200IM: Larry Zhang (W)
200-free relay: Westfield
400-free relay: Westfield
200-medlay relay: Westfield

ALL-UC SECOND TEAM:
100-free: Luke Granstrand (W)
200-free: Max Blum (W)
500-free: Matt Morgan (W)
100-fly: Evan Paulan (W)
100-back: Zach Peart (SPF)
100-breast: Matt Blutfield (W)
400-FR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
200-MR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
100-free: Matt Oster (W)

ALL-UC GIRLS FIRST TEAM:
100-free: Lemberg (W)
200-free: Kuska (W)
100-back: Mary Henkels (SPF)
100-breast: Kelsey Rossi (SPF)
200IM: Melissa Helock (SPF)
200-FR: Westfield
400-FR: Westfield
200MR: Westfield

ALL-UC SECOND TEAM:
100-free: Meredith Smith (W)
200-free: Becky DeLaFuente (W)
100-fly: Liz Hawkins (W)
100-back: Kate Johnson (SPF)
100-breast: Catherine McGuire (W)
200-MR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
50-free: Lauren Sullivan (W)
100-back: Kylie Bangs (W)
100-breast: Kate Heffernan (W)
200IM: Elaine Anderson (W)

Reading is Good For You
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WF Bowlers Named
C.J. Team of Year

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team that finished No. 2 in the
state final top 20, was named the
Central Jersey Team of the Year.
The Blue Devils rolled a 3,403
total, the highest ever in a state
finals, to win the Group 4 title and
also rolled a state finals record
1,239 game. Eric Curialle was
named to the All-Central Jersey
Second Team and Brett Ettinger
was named to the Third Team.
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Invite Beverly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Beverly Caldora

Call For
More Information!

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a
private lane in Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces,
butlers pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers
and a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling
w/crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub.  $2,750,000   MLS # 2494177
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Invite Tara & Leona in,
and they’ll bring results!

Tara
Floyd Demizio

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/30  12-4PM
940 Beverly Drive, Westfield

Leona
Sinclair

WESTFIELD . . . Imagine an affordable Westfield Colonial Cape tucked away on a 70 X
137 wooded cul-de-sac lot. This charming, traditional brick 10 room, 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath
home includes many features. You will love the spacious finished basement with a large
family room, recreation room and new powder room, The home also includes a convenient
large 1st floor Master Bedroom, Formal Dining Room with a built-in corner china cabinet,
Central Air Conditioning, Oak Floors, matching Stainless Steel appliances, new replacement
windows throughout and a Home Warranty.  DIRECTIONS: Central to Clifton to Beverly
Dr.  #940.  $539,900.  MLS # 2494399


