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Peter Lewis Simon and Ms. Nicole Tarica

Ms. Nicole Tarica Engaged
To Peter Lewis Simon

Melanie and Jack Tarica of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Nicole Tarica, to Peter Lewis Simon.
He is the son of Sherry and Neal
Simon of Simsbury, Conn.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School in 1997 and
from Syracuse University in New York
in 2001 with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Psychology. She received her
master’s degree in educational psy-
chology and a professional diploma
in school psychology from Kean
University in Union in 2005. Ms.

Tarica is employed with the Town-
ship of Union Public School District
as a school psychologist.

A graduate of Simsbury High
School, the future bridegroom was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History from Union College in
Schenectady, N.Y. in 1998. He earned
his Master of Business Administra-
tion degree in 2004 from Fordham
University in New York City and is
employed as a hedge accounting con-
sultant in New York City.

The couple plans to be married in
July.

Local Museum to Spotlight
Colonial Era Table Customs
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “18th-Century Table Cus-
toms and Manners” on Sunday,
March 30, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Kathy Dowling’s program will in-
clude a historical overview of uten-
sils and plates in the Colonial era, as
well as a discussion of what the early
settlers ate and where they ate ac-
cording to the season. Visitors also
will learn about a typical dinner party
of the time and the etiquette rules
that were followed.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able to guide visitors through the
fully furnished, 1740 farmhouse. In
the museum’s Frazee Building, Janet
Murphy and Judy Murphy will pre-
pare seasonal recipes over the open-
hearth fire using authentic Colonial
methods. Taste treats will be offered
for sampling.

Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1
for students and free for children

under age four. Upcoming Sunday
events at the museum include “Sil-
houettes” on April 6 and “Fashion
Dolls and Tea” on April 13.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
also is available weekday mornings
for tours for school or other groups,
as well as after school for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout groups. All tours must
be arranged in advance. For infor-
mation on tours, Sunday programs
or volunteer opportunities at the mu-
seum, call (908) 232-1776 week-
days between 9 a.m. and noon.

Former Diplomat Plans
To Speak at Library

WESTFIELD – Author and diplo-
mat Craig Eisendrath will present a
free talk entitled “The State of the
World” beginning at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 2, at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

Mr. Eisendrath is a former diplo-
mat with the Department of State, a
former college dean, head of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council
and co-founder of the National Con-
stitution Center.

During his talk, he will review the
international scene and United States
policy, as well as nuclear weapons,
the Middle East, Pakistan, North
Korea, the United States’ relations
with Russia and China and the prob-
lem of world poverty.

He has written multiple books on
foreign affairs, most recently “War in
Heaven: The Arms Race in Outer
Space” (with Helen Caldicott). His
latest novel, “To Enter Jerusalem,”
will be published next month.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The Westfield Memo-
rial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. Those interested are
asked to register at the library’s Cir-
culation Desk or to call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 4140.

For more information on library
programs, call (908) 789-4090, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org or
stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

Author Visit to Teach
Children About India
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will welcome
author Pooja Makhijani on Sunday,
April 6, at 1 p.m. as part of its celebra-
tion of the traditions of India.

Ms. Makhijani will read from her
book, “Mama’s Saris,” and will dis-
play a variety of saris for children to
touch. The program, for youngsters
ages 5 and up and their families, also
will include a sari-tying demonstra-
tion and a sari-inspired art project.

Space is limited and advance regis-
tration is recommended. This free
program is part of an ongoing series
of programs held at the Scotch Plains
Public Library for children and their
families.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of town. For further
information or a full schedule of
events, call (908) 322-5007 or visit
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

Friends Seek Donations
For Book Sale In April
WESTFIELD – Plans are under-

way for the 2008 Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library book
sale. The Friends will accept dona-
tions of adult and children’s hard-
cover and paperback novels and non-
fiction books, compact disks, DVDs,
videos and recorded books.

Donations need to be in resalable
condition, not damaged, stained or
mildewed. The Friends cannot accept
records, magazines, encyclopedias,
textbooks, condensed and out-of-date
travel, health or business books.

Donations, which are tax-deduct-
ible, will be accepted at the library on
Thursday and Friday, April 10 and
11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Satur-
day, April 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The sale will take place Wednesday
through Saturday, April 16 to 19, at
the library at 550 East Broad Street.

Greek Orthodox Church
Announces Quilt-a-Thon

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church will con-
duct its 15th Annual AIDS Babies
Quilt-a-thon on Saturday, April 5,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All ages are
invited to participate in this event,
which is free and open to the public.

The church hosts the quilt-a-thon
each year as a one-day Lenten
project. It is coordinated through
ABC Quilts, a national, non-profit
organization. Materials are provided
free of charge, but volunteers are
welcome to bring in baby products
such as baby food, wipes and dis-
posable diapers. These will be given
to St. Claire’s Home in Elizabeth.
The quilts are for babies with AIDs
and other serious diseases.

There are eight steps to making a
quilt. Volunteers assemble the quilts
– iron, cut, measure and knot – and a
team of sewers sew them on sewing
machines.

The quilts will be distributed to
infants in nine hospitals and transi-
tional homes, including the Univer-
sity of Medicine and Dentistry, Beth
Israel Hospital, Columbus Hospital
Pediatric Services, FXB Pediatric
Center and The Family Place, all in
Newark; Trinitas Hospital and St.
Claire’s Home, both in Elizabeth;
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield and John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison.

Connie Wygera of Tewksbury
Township is chairman of the quilt-a-
thon, which is funded by the Ladies
Philoptochos Society. Last year, as
in all previous years, more than 200
volunteers made over 250 quilts for
at-risk babies.

The Reverend Peter Delvizis, pre-
siding priest at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church, will bless
the quilts on Sunday, April 6. The
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church is located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road in Westfield. Individuals
participating in the quilt-a-thon are
asked to bring their scissors and a
snack or lunch.

CROP Walk Meeting
On Tap This Sunday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood/

Scotch Plains Ministerium will hold
an organizational meeting for next
fall’s CROP Walk on Sunday, March
30, at 2 p.m. in the dining room of
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
Attendees may enter from
McDermott Place or Marion Avenue.

Held annually, CROP Walks raise
funds to help fight world hunger.
The upcoming event will be held on
Sunday, October 19. Communities
Responding to Overcome Poverty
(CROP) is a program of Church
World Service that responds to di-
sasters in the United States and
around the world.

Dr. Marie Varley, regional direc-
tor of Church World Service, will be
present to provide her knowledge of
planning a successful CROP Walk.
Materials for planning and promot-
ing the walk will be available.

All houses of worship and other
community organizations are invited
to send a representative to this meet-
ing. For more information, call the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church of-
fice at (908) 889-8891.

SOMETHING SEW RIGHT…David Athenson of Westfield, left, and Philip
Efthimion of Bedminster are pictured at the 2007 AIDS Babies Quilt-a-thon at the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, located at 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield. This year’s event will take place on Saturday, April 5, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. All are welcome.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
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Church Announces Concert,
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Youth
Group of the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church will host a “Concert in
the Grove” and spaghetti dinner
fundraiser on Saturday, April 5, at
the church.

Beginning at 5 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary, the concert will feature Paul
DiDario on the piano performing
works by composers such as
Scarlatti, Beethoven, Chopin,
Schubert and Liszt. Mr. DiDario is
director of music at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church. A double
degreed Juilliard School graduate,
he has many credits in solo, duet and
ensemble work on the piano and the
harpsichord, and also is an actor and
writer. He has been invited to South
Korea for three annual concert tours
and performed solo with Metropoli-
tan Opera star Jerome Hines.

Admission is free, but donations
to support a summer mission trip are
appreciated.

Following the concert, the spa-
ghetti dinner will take place at 6 p.m.
in the church’s Ryno Hall. The din-
ner will include spaghetti and meat-
balls, salad, garlic bread, beverages
and dessert. Suggested donations for
the dinner are $8 for adults and $5
for children ages 5 to 12, with a
maximum per family of $20. Special
activities will be available for chil-
dren.

Proceeds will support an annual
mission trip by Willow Grove youth
and adults, who will spend July 13 to
16 with Meeting Ground Homeless
Ministries in Elkton, Md. Meeting
Ground is a Christian community in
which families experiencing
homelessness are welcome.

In meeting basic human needs and
addressing the root problems that
perpetuate the cycle of poverty and
homelessness, participants will bring
together homeless and non-home-
less persons in a context of shared

life and work by providing hospital-
ity, shelter, food, spiritual support
and education.

Reservations for the dinner by Fri-
day, April 4, are appreciated. To make
a reservation, or for more informa-
tion about Willow Grove, call the
church office at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access the church website at
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the southside firehouse
and near the corner of South Martine
Avenue. All church facilities are
handicap-accessible.

Sale Through Saturday
To Aid Needy Animals
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption is hold-
ing a 50 percent off sale on most
items at its thrift shop to celebrate
its sixth anniversary at its current
location.

The sale will be held through Sat-
urday, March 29. Some exceptions
apply. The store is located at 1750
East Second Street in Scotch Plains
and is open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. every day except Sunday.

The Best Friend rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Members of
the community have donated all
items sold in the shop for the ben-
efit of homeless animals. The res-
cue group is accepting donations of
new and slightly used items, as well
as donations of dog and especially
kitten/cat food for their foster ani-
mals in need.

Volunteers are always needed in
the thrift shop. For more informa-
tion, call (732) 388-8930. To review
pets waiting for permanent homes,
visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.


