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Why Would NJ Want Deduction for
Paid Leave With Recession Looming

Since New Jersey workers will be pick-
ing up the tab for the state’s proposed paid
leave program, they should know that
legislators may be basing their vote on
statistics that aren’t realistic. This miscal-
culation will force every worker in New
Jersey to pay higher taxes. Why is that?

The Department of Labor has estimated
that 38,000 people will use paid leave in
the first year, based on California num-
bers. It would make more sense to calcu-
late the use rate based on New Jersey data.
On average, 29,000 women (not dads, not
adoptive parents) receive maternity leave
benefits under our current temporary dis-
ability insurance (TDI) coverage. Popu-
lations not covered by TDI benefits and
who probably account for a sizeable num-
ber of those who actually gave birth
(114,000) versus those who took the ben-
efit (29,000) will be eligible for paid
leave. If even half of these people take the

benefit, the use rate swells by another
42,000.

The new paid leave bill extends be-
yond our tradition of supporting mothers
to include dads, adoptive parents,
caregivers for immediate family mem-
bers, and possibly even folks who are sick
and have exhausted other benefits.

The cost to workers is estimated at $33
per year based on 38,000 people using the
benefit. However, the actual amount could
be closer to $250 per year if, once ex-
panded, the use rate comes closer to the
private sector experience of 8 percent.
This is quite a difference, considering
how important every dollar in your pay-
check is these days. With a recession
looming, why would we even consider
taking more money out of people’s pay-
checks?

Joan Verplanck, Trenton
 NJ Chamber of Commerce

Les Marmitons International Culinary
Event to be Hosted in Summit in June

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOUP DU JOUR...Les Marmitons warm up their culinary and imbibing skills, in
both haute cuisine  and assimilation modes, in Kenilworth two weeks ago at their
monthly wassail. The gentlemen’s group is hosting the Annual International Les
Marmitons event at the Grand Summit Hotel in June.

NJ Would Go a Long Way By Adopting
Other Models to Lower Property Taxes

Letters to the Editor

Governor Jon Corzine doesn’t have to
kill Fanwood, or Garwood, or
Mountainside, or even Scotch Plains to
solve New Jersey’s tax problems.

But New Jersey does need to drasti-
cally restructure its government – both
for efficiency and to make “home rule” a
reality.

Broadly speaking, New Jersey requires
its smallest municipalities to perform
exactly the same functions as its largest.
At the same time, many things one would
expect a local community to be able to do,
it can’t.

It always astounded me during the 25
years I lived in Fanwood that my town
was required by New Jersey Code to
provide almost all the services that New
Jersey’s largest city, Newark, was re-
quired to provide.

And it always surprised me that
Fanwood was required to do things that
plainly could be done more efficiently
and more effectively by a larger entity.

To work around these problems, local
officials spent a great deal of time nego-
tiating inter-local service agreements. One
example is Fanwood’s participation in
the Westfield Regional Department of
Health. In this case, some of Fanwood’s
tax bill was determined, not by Fanwood
officials, but by Westfield officials.

When I got on council, I was even more
surprised to learn that we were respon-
sible for sewer pipes that moved waste-
water from Scotch Plains to a treatment
plant in Edison – but we couldn’t do
anything to solve some backup problems
because the source of the backup was in
Plainfield – and Plainfield was respon-
sible for maintaining those pipelines.

And I was even more surprised to learn
that we had to ask state approval to install
a stop sign or a traffic light.

It’s long past time for a change. And
that change should not – and does not –
have to mean wiping out towns like
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside or
Scotch Plains. Other states have small
towns – and lower taxes.

When Size Matters:
When I lived in Indiana, what a town

could do was largely determined by its
size.

There were five classes of towns. The
largest, Indianapolis, had all the power of
state government, except that which state
government specifically denied it.

Smaller towns had lesser power. So
Ellettsville, near Bloomington (the home
of Indiana University), is required to have

a police department, fire department and
street department. It also has a planning
board and a parks board. That’s it.

You’ll notice that Ellettsville doesn’t
have a health board, a tax collector, a tax
assessor, an environmental commission,
a historic preservation commission
(Ellettsville was founded in 1837,
Fanwood in 1895), a local assistance
board, a library or a downtown redevel-
opment commission — all of which
Fanwood has.

Ellettsville has 5,078 residents;
Fanwood has 7,140.

Who provides all those government
services not provided by Ellettsville?
Monroe County.

Real Home Rule:
Maryland, where I live now, has a

different structure – and it’s one I think is
better than either New Jersey or Indiana.
For one thing, Maryland really does have
home rule.

In Maryland, local government does
what the local residents want it to do.

With the county responsible for all
required government functions, local com-
munities are able to decide what – if
anything – they want to do.

Sometimes that means nothing. Silver
Spring, with a population of roughly
88,000 people, is not incorporated, has no
mayor, no council, no nothing. Every-
thing is provided by the county.

But being able to pick and choose is
wonderful. Chevy Chase, where Supreme
Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts lives,
is focused on how it looks. So it maintains
its streets, keeps a sharp eye on buildings
and construction, and maintains its trees
(it even has a consulting arborist who,
upon request, “will visit your property
and return to you a report on the tree
health and care specific for your property.
The arborist will examine trees on your
property for pest infestation and hazard-
ous conditions, such as deadwood, rot or
co-dominant branches.”)

What about police, fire and all those
health and human services? They are pro-
vided by Montgomery County.

A nearby community, Rockville, the
second largest city in Maryland, with
roughly 60,000 residents, wants to do
much more, and does, starting with its
own police department.

Give Towns a Choice:
My guess is that given the choice,

Fanwood residents would vote to keep
their police department, fire department,
public works department and parks and
recreation department.

But they would also vote to send the tax
assessor/collector function, town engi-
neer, public health and welfare and envi-
ronmental functions to the county.

New Jersey’s small towns can be saved,
and taxes can be lowered, if New Jersey
government is restructured.

Joel Whitaker
Silver Spring, Md.

The Westfield Leader and Les
Marmitons of Cranford have a long his-
tory. You [The Leader] have been very
supportive of our organization and our
goals of bringing gentlemen together in
friendship through culinary pursuits.

You also know that President Bob Rial
and I have been hard at work for over a
year organizing the 2008 Annual Interna-
tional Reunion of Les Marmitons hosted
by the Cranford and New Jersey Chapters
at the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.
We will be together there June 6, 7 and 8.

Our long friendship and your continu-
ing support lead us to an obvious conclu-
sion, and we are happy to tell you that Les
Marmitons has chosen The Westfield
Leader as the Official Newspaper of the

2008 International Reunion of Les
Marmitons, Garden State 2008.

We are pleased to be able to work with
you and look forward to continued friend-
ship and growth in our common goals.

Richard Dreher, Jr.
Treasurer, Les Marmitons

Township Republicans Are Attempting
To Smear ‘Lone Voice’ on Town Council

WFD, Red Cross
Thanked for Response
Westfield Senior Housing would like

to express its gratitude to the Westfield
Fire Department (WFD), the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) and
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross for their services
to its second building, at 1129 Boynton
Avenue, on Tuesday night, March 18.

Responding to a fire emergency, the
WFD, under the direction of Chief Dan
Kelly, not only handled the crisis effi-
ciently and professionally, but showed an
understanding of the impact of the event
on our population of seniors, as evidenced
by the way the firemen interacted with
our residents. The WVRS crew performed
their job with compassion and kindness,
and Maureen Kaufmann, of the Red Cross,
responded promptly and was extremely
helpful in taking us through the process of
sheltering affected individuals.

Westfield is very fortunate to have
access to agencies that perform their jobs
in such a professional, efficient and car-
ing way. These agencies deserve the grati-
tude and thanks of everyone who lives
and works here.

Ruth Smith, Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing

Marks Should Reduce
Taxes At Home in SP
In last week’s paper, Mayor [Martin]

Marks of Scotch Plains said that he was
the first candidate in the race for Congress
to sign the Americans for Tax Reform’s
“No Tax Pledge.”

I find it ironic that he is so interested in
saving us from tax abuse in Washington
but has been unsuccessful at doing this at
the municipal level.

The mayor stated that he wanted to
“bring strong and intense scrutiny to the
process of spending public dollars,” yet
he appears to become critical and angry
with Councilman [Kevin] Glover, who is
doing just that at the local level. Start at
home, Mr. Mayor. Save us from munici-
pal tax increases in Scotch Plains.

Constant Baldasarre
Scotch Plains

In the topsy turvy world of Scotch
Plains town politics, the Republican Coun-
cil members are continuing their cam-
paign for higher taxes. Moreover, they
are doing so by attempting to smear the
lone voice for controlling taxes on the
town council. Hmm…Republicans resort-
ing to disinformation and smear cam-
paign tactics: what a surprise. In a letter to
the editor last week, Councilwoman
[Paulette] Coronato made a feeble at-
tempt to challenge Councilman [Kevin]
Glover’s tax-sparing stance. Let’s exam-
ine her arguments.

She complains that Mr. Glover changed
his stance several times during the 2007
budget process. In fact, he was consis-
tently pushing for different ways to trim
the budget, always with the goal of mini-
mizing the town tax burden. It is an indis-
putable fact that without Kevin Glover’s
efforts, we would have paid higher taxes
last year.

Councilwoman Coronato criticizes
Councilman Glover for reducing the
town’s surplus fund budget. Yet she fails
to mention that the surplus is at an all time
high and she even counters her own argu-
ment when she admits that the surplus
should be used to help protect us from tax
increases. Indeed Councilwoman

Coronato herself voted a few years ago to
bring the surplus down to only 36 percent
of what it is today.

Ms. Coronato correctly notes that the
budgetary challenges before us are huge.
The Marks-led council’s knee jerk re-
sponse is to propose a tax increase of
double-digit points. And Mayor [Martin]
Marks himself literally throws a temper
tantrum at the suggestion of revenue spar-
ing measures. Mayor Marks’ consistently
contentious disposition, and his inability
to debate and negotiate rationally and in
good faith, is unprofessional and will
severely impede the town budget pro-
cess.

Councilwoman Coronato complains
about Mayor Marks being labeled a “tax
and spend mayor.” Perhaps more precisely
Mayor Marks’ policies should be referred
to as “borrow and spend” or “spend and
tax.” By borrowing money to fund the
Mayor’s pet projects, the inevitable tax
increases resulting from the incurred debt
are deferred to a later time and thus discon-
nected from the unbridled spending that
forces the tax increases to occur.

It’s a shell game they play to distance
themselves from the taxation resulting
from their actions. The numbers are fairly
striking. Under Marks’ leadership, be-
tween 2000 and 2007, the property tax
rate increased 48 percent and spending
increased nearly 50 percent.

So, Councilwoman Coronato attempts to
discredit Kevin Glover’s tax sparing pro-
posals and efforts by labeling them as “self-
promotion.” All I can say is promote away
Mr. Glover. Your efforts are appreciated.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Great work through tiny openings.

Expert minimally invasive surgery at OverlookHospital.
An incredibly small incision.  That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove 

gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss.  We’re 

the first primary angioplasty site in the state.  And one of the first hospitals in the state 

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® Retriever.  By

employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster

recoveries, with many going home the same day.  We start out small.  So you get big results.

For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

See Governor Jon Corzine
Discuss State Fiscal Crisis

at
goleader.com/video

For John List, see
goleader.com/list

To Reach Us
E-mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

To Subscribe,
goleader.com/subscribe

Dr. Eisendrath will review the international scene and U.S. policy, as well as 

nuclear weapons, the Middle East, Pakistan, North Korea, our relations with 

Russia and China, and the problem of world poverty.     He is a former  

diplomat with the Department of State, a former college dean, head of the 

Pennsylvania Humanities Council, and co-founder of the National  

Constitution Center. He has written numerous books on foreign affairs, most 

recently War in Heaven: The Arms Race in Outer Space (with Helen  

Caldicott). His latest novel, To Enter Jerusalem, will be published April 2008. 

This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. 

For more information or to register, call 908.789.4090 X4140. 

The  Westfield Memorial Library Presents 

Dr. Craig Eisendrath 

The State of the World 

Wednesday,  April 2   7:00 pm 


