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*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets 

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAPPHIRE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$410 $219
$550 $299
$1260 $699
$1940 $1049

SUGG. SALE
$550 $299
$700 $389
$1620 $899
$2420 $1349

SUGG. SALE

$750 $409
$890 $499
$2020 $1099
$2990 $1649

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Comfort, comfort.
and a free comforter!

SAVE 35-50%
on Shifman Handcrafted Mattresses*

A N D  R E C E I V E  A  F R E E  D OW N  C O M F O RT E R *

Indulge yourself in the handmade luxury
of a Shifman mattress. A mattress so
comfortable you can hardly 
wait to climb into bed at night.
A mattress that leaves you 
refreshed and invigorated. 
it’s always a great value. 
Come in now 
to enjoy real savings 
and 
a free down comforter.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE

$1100 $599
$1330 $739
$2900 $1599
$4170 $2299

Plus Valley Furniture Special Bonus

$100 Gift Certificate 
with new Masters Collection King & Queen Sets

FINAL

4 DAYS!

Pennacchio Releases Plan
For Energy Independence

Campaign Releases, United States Senate

U.S. Senate candidate and current
State Senator Joe Pennacchio, has
released his plan for American en-
ergy independence within the next 10
years. His statement (which was ed-
ited for length) is as follows:

“My vision to achieve energy inde-
pendence follows three phases: First,
we must find new sources of oil and
coal along with new and cleaner ways
to extract the energy these resources
promise. Expanded exploration will
allow us the time necessary to de-
velop alternative-energy sources,
while safeguarding financial re-
sources necessary to the future of
energy research.

“Second, provide incentives and
tax credits to companies, public insti-
tutions and research foundations to
explore cleaner and more efficient
sources of alternative energy. No stone
should be left unturned, and every-
thing must be on the table, including
solar, wind, fusion, geothermal,
biodiesel and nuclear energy.

“Third, we must offer real incentives
to convert to these alternate energy
sources. This may include subsidies for
solar panels on warehouse roofs, wind
turbine installations across our vast
farmland and possibly new fusion/
nuclear reactors built far from centers
of population. My vision for this pro-
cess is meant to be a starting point in the
conversation on how to accomplish this
difficult task; this is not intended as an
end point in the process.

“Increase existing fuel capabilities.
The United States consumes roughly
22 million barrels of oil per day, or 25

percent of the world’s total. Our rate
of consumption is increasing by 2
percent per year. Until 1970, the
United States produced enough oil to
meet our needs, but since then, we
have become the largest oil import-
ing nation in the world. There are
alternative sources of fuel right here
within our own borders, inluding
large, untapped oil reserves: The Gulf
of Mexico and Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge (ANWR) oil deposits  hold
promise.

“The amount of recoverable oil
from both ANWR and the Gulf of
Mexico would significantly reduce
our dependence on foreign oil. Drill-
ing in ANWR must be accompanied
with a commitment to rid ourselves
of foreign oil. Without that commit-
ment I would not be in favor of drill-
ing in ANWR because it serves no
long-term goal.

“The United States has the largest
reserves of recoverable coal – 275
billion tons – or about 25 percent of
the world’s reserves. This could last
us 250 years at present consumption
rates.

“Ethanol is a short-term solution
and one that we should not rely on
for the long term. Hydrogen-pow-
ered fuel cells offer the promise of
a pollution-free alternative. Solar
energy is probably the most encour-
aging long-term solution to our en-
ergy needs. Just outfitting the ware-
houses in New Jersey with solar
panels will provide a significant
alternative Energy source to New
Jersey citizens.”

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE…Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Alex
Mirabella speaks with Caroline Gelinne, left, and Sarah Chandler during a visit
to Kira Bradly’s eighth-grade social studies class at the Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield. Ms. Bradly’s class is working on a project to improve
recycling in the community. Mr. Mirabella visited to speak with the students
about local government and to learn about their civics project.

Prosecutor Seeks $250,000
For Victim-Witness Advocacy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal affairs committee
began budget meetings  last Thursday
with department heads in an effort to
trim an estimated $15.4-million tax
increase to fund a $414-million county
budget.

County Manager George Devanney
said he wants to work with the commit-
tee “to find some additional savings.”
He said the initial budget contained a
projected $26-million tax hike.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said he needs $250,000 in funding to
replace three counselors in the Victim-
Witness Advocacy Unit who had re-
signed. He said the federal government’s
proposed budget, which is before Con-
gress, cuts the $10.4 million in funding
to New Jersey to $8 million. Funding
for county victim advocate offices
would drop from $5.6 to $2.5 million.

Mr. Romankow called the cut “dev-
astating” to Union County, where fund-
ing would be slashed from $440,000 to
$117,000. He said the county’s five
victim advocates made “11,000 con-
tacts” in 2007.

“It’s physically impossible to make
11,000 victim contacts with just two
victim-witness advocates,” he said.

“We’d have to shut down victim-
witness [advocacy],” he said. “That (the
cut in the grant) is the most serious
[budget] issue I have.”

Mr. Romankow said he would like to
hire two more assistant prosecutors. “If
I can get one from you, I would be
happy,” he said. The prosecutor office’s
proposed spending plan is $19.4 mil-
lion, an increase of $1.2 million over
last year.

Mr. Devanney said a proposal to
privatize the county’s three public golf
courses is only on the table for
discussion.“Nothing has been decided.
That’s the importance of these meet-
ings,” he said.

The county manager said while
county-run Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital projects a $2-million deficit this
year in its $40-million budget, the
hospital’s Physical Medicine and Re-
habilitation (PM&R) unit, a 25-bed
long-term, acute care facility, was closed
in December due to a change in federal
government imbursements, which
would create multi-million annual defi-
cits. The hospital is instead expanding
its sub-acute facility within its 300-bed
nursing facility.

“This is really a plan that will put
Runnells back in the black in 2010,”
Mr. Devanney said.

Runnells Administrator Joseph Sharp
said Runnells’ long-term facility ran a
94-percent occupancy rate in 2007, 4
percent lower than projected. The lower
rate, he said, meant “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars” in lost revenue.

The Cornerstone psychiatric unit had
a 99-percent occupancy rate, while the
PM&R facility was at 75 percent, a

number Mr. Sharp said was “marginal”
and down 5 percent from 2006.

Mr. Sharp said one of his goals is to
develop a cash incentive to keep nurses
at work as opposed to utilizing their
sick days, which causes overtime ex-
penses to rise. The projected overtime,
according to Mr. Devanney’s executive
budget, is $2.1 million. It was $2.5
million last year.

“Overtime, for us, is as huge as it is
for other county services,” he said.

The director said the hospital’s 44-
bed Cornerstone unit might pick up
some patients from a program operated
by Muhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield,
which is closing.

“That is going to create a huge gap,”
Mr. Sharp said.

Hospital officials said they plan to
seek state approval to expand Corner-
stone by 20 beds to make up for the loss
from the closing of the PM&R unit.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said the downturn in real-estate sales
would mean a $1-million loss of rev-
enue this year due to a decline in filings
of deeds and mortgages. She said rev-
enue to the county budget would drop
from $10.5 to $9.5 million.

Ms. Rajoppi said the market down-
turn resulted in a 22-percent decline in
document filings over the last two
months of 2007 and is expected to hit
30 percent this month. Filings last year
were down 12 percent,  reducing rev-
enue by 6 percent or $3 million.

Ms. Rajoppi has said she will seek to
make up part of that loss with addi-
tional revenue from subscriptions to
the county clerk’s property website.
She said revenue from passport appli-
cations would not make up the differ-
ence.

However, she said with less hours
needed to record real-estate documents,
she was able to use recording staff to
reduce overtime costs in her election
division.

On the election side, Ms. Rajoppi said
new software used by the state has caused
a significant jump in the number of
bilingual ballots that must be printed and
mailed to voters in the county. She said
“this (increase in bilingual ballots) al-
most doubles the cost of the ballots.”

Mr. Mirabella recommended new
state legislation to enable voters to opt
for e-mail ballots instead of having
them mailed, to save counties money
on printing and mailing costs.

The facilities management division’s
budget, excluding salaries ($5.2 million),
is increasing from $8.1 to $8.5 million
this year. Division Director Neil Palmieri
said the increase is mainly due to the
opening of the new 80,000-square-foot
juvenile detention center in Linden and
increased rent for some county offices.

“The janitorial [services at the deten-
tion center] will be at least $100,000,”
said Neil Palmieri, facilities manage-
ment director. The current smaller fa-
cility in Elizabeth has a $5,000 janito-
rial budget.

Sabrin Says He Would Resign
 If Troops Not Home by 2010
Murray Sabrin, a Republican can-

didate for the United States Senate
from New Jersey, has announced his
plan to end the Iraq War.

“I promise to resign from office if
all combat troops are not removed
from Iraq by September 2010.

“Our brave men and women accom-
plished their mission and won the Iraq
War by removing Saddam Hussein.
Americans continue to support our
troops and approve going after the
terrorists who attacked America on
September 11, 2001; however, Ameri-
cans know we can not end another
country’s civil war. The voters sent the
politicians to Washington in 2006 to
bring our troops home;  these politi-
cians have failed.

“They should either do their job or
step aside and that is exactly what we
are promising; if we don’t bring our

combat troops home from Iraq by
September 2010, I will resign from
office…Every congressional and
senatorial candidate who is running
for office in November needs to make
the Sabrin Promise.”

Mr. Sabrin challenged incumbent
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg to
sign the same pledge.

In other campaign news, Mr. Sabrin
has called on State Senator Joseph
Pennacchio (LD-26), also a Republican
candidate for the U.S. Senate, to resign
from his state senate seat and to abandon
his campaign for the U.S. Senate over
Mr. Pennacchio’s 1991 manifesto , “The
Nationalist Agenda: A blueprint for the
21st Century.”

The candidate is a professor and
executive director of the Center for
Business and Public Policy at Ramapo
College in Bergen County.

Corzine: Burden of Iraq War
 Deprived Nation of Initiatives

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has issued the following state-
ment regarding the five-year anni-
versary of the war in Iraq:

“Today (March 19) marks the fifth
anniversary of America’s involve-
ment in Iraq, a war that has cost our
nation nearly 4,000 American lives,
including 87 from New Jersey, and
literally tens of thousands of inno-
cent Iraqi civilians. We must also
never forget the 30,000 wounded U.S.
troops whose lives have been irrevo-
cably altered. This summer, New Jer-
sey will mobilize close to 4,000 of
our own National Guard for deploy-
ment to Iraq over the next year.

“Our State and America are hon-
ored by the unparalleled courage and
service of our men and women in

uniform. We are particularly proud
of this generation of young people.
Their sacrifice equals that of
America’s veterans over the ages.
Regrettably, the financial burden of
the war – roughly $500 billion and
growing – has deprived our nation of
many worthy initiatives and invest-
ments that could have been made
during the past five years.

“All Americans, clearly, want to
stand up to protect our nation, but you
don’t protect America by dissipating
its resources and sacrificing the lives
of our brave troops in a nation that
had nothing to do with the vicious
attacks on 9/11.

“I pray, along with millions of
others, for a responsible and expedi-
tious end to the war.”

WF to Host Annual Road
Race at Tamaques April 19

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Rec-
reation Department and the Optimist
Club of Westfield will host the
Department’s annual 5-Miler and 1-
Mile road races on Saturday, April 19,
at Tamaques Park in Westfield.

Proceeds from the event will benefit
Project Graduation for 2008 Westfield
High School graduating seniors. The 1-
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 am fol-
lowed by the 5-Miler at 9:30 a.m.

Pre-Entry Registration Fees (post-
marked before April 14) will be $15 for
the 5-Miler and $8 for the 1-Mile Fun
Run. Registration fees after April 14
and on race day will be $20 for the 5-
Miler and $10 for the 1-Mile Fun Run.
T-shirts will be issued to all pre-regis-
tered participants of the 5-Miler. The
race features a fast and flat USATF
certified course with mile splits and
water stations.

 Runners should come dressed to
run. Online registration is available at
www.raceforum.com.

For more information, call (908) 789-
4080 or e-mail
tkastner@westfieldnj.gov if interested.
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