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dum of agreement for the 2008-2009
school year.” The agreement, she said,
“extends our current contract for one
year and deals only with monetary
issues.”

“The agreement is subject to ratifi-
cation by both the SPFEA and the full
board. No details will be released
until the SPFEA membership has
approved the agreement and the board
of education publicly votes. It is our
expectation and hope that this will
take place in early April,” Ms. Nelson
said.

The board adopted the advertising
corporate sponsorships policy, as well
as its regulations, approved the first
reading of policies for “pregnant stu-
dents” and “recruitment, selection and
hiring,” which were updates on cur-
rent policies, and the first reading of
the new “student supervision after
school dismissal” policy.

The board approved a $42,449 con-
tract with Landsite Construction Co.
for the replacement of high school
football field bleachers damaged in
the December 8 fire. The board also
awarded contracts for replacement
football supplies and track team
equipment destroyed in the fire to
vendors Aluminum Athletic Equip-
ment ($33), Triple Crown ($278) and
R&R Trophy and Sporting Goods
($1,287).

The board also voted to explore the
availability of obtaining rebate funds
from the New Jersey Office of Clean
Energy for alternate energy resources.

“We want to submit a proposal so
that we could get in line to receive
money,” Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said.

“I’m glad to see there’s a chance
we can go that route,” Ms. Slocum
said. “That’s excellent.”

Audience member Kalpana Kumar
commended the board’s effort to look
into alternate energy resources and
offered to do all she could for the
initiative. “I really hope that all of us
follow through with this,” she said.

PTA Council President Deborah
Brody announced that “Candidates’
Night” would be cancelled for this
year due to scheduling conflicts.

Three board seats are up for elec-
tion, though all incumbents are run-

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRASH...A car crashes into a telephone pole on Prospect Street in Westfield last
Saturday morning. The fire department rendered the area safe from gasoline
leaks. No serious injuries were reported.

Westfield
Monday, March 17, Joseph

Lockhart, 31, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding North Plainfield
traffic warrant during a traffic stop at
South and Westfield Avenues. He was
turned over to North Plainfield police
in lieu of $1,500 bail.

Tuesday, March 18, Derrick R.
Boyce, 28, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 800
block of South Avenue, West, on a
Union Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance per the Union
Township Municipal Court judge.

Wednesday, March 19, Jamaal B.
McCall, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, East, near the intersection of
Sussex Street on traffic warrants from
Roselle and Glen Ridge, with bail
amounts of $500 and $150, respec-
tively. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail on both
warrants.

Thursday, March 20, Rosanna
Serrano, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road
and charged with hindering appre-
hension. She was processed and re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Thursday, March 20, Kenneth
Linsky, 45, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Westfield
Avenue and First Street on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $89 bail.

Friday, March 21, Erin Leary, 21, of
Cranford was arrested at Clark police
headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was re-
leased after posting $99 bail.

Saturday, March 22, Kevin
Lancaster, 22, of Old Bridge was ar-
rested at North and Central Avenues
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Roselle Park, Westfield and Irvington,
with bail amounts of $559, $500 and
$120, respectively. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 22, Richard
Bennett, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
at Dunellen police headquarters on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield with bail of $750 and three
Plainfield criminal warrants with to-
tal bail of $750. He was processed and
transported to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.

Saturday, March 22, Matthew
Walch, 19, and Thomas W. Core, III,
19, both of Cranford, Drew Lambke,
18, of Rahway and Zachery Binko,
19, of Westfield were arrested on the
1200 block of South Avenue, West.
They were charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
and possession of alcohol underage.
Walch additionally was charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). The
four were processed and later re-
leased.

Saturday, March 22, a Boynton
Avenue resident reported the theft of
her pocketbook. The incident occurred
in the town’s central business district,
according to police.

Saturday, March 22, a Kenilworth
resident reported that the tires on his
motor vehicle were slashed with an
unknown object in a municipal lot
behind East Broad Street.

Sunday, March 23, Kristen Evans,
25, of Westfield was arrested at the
South Avenue traffic circle and
charged with DWI. She was processed
and released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, March 23, William Small,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on South
Avenue in Garwood on an outstand-
ing East Orange traffic warrant. He
was processed and released after post-
ing $114 bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 20, a resident of

Algonquin Drive reported that some-
one threw a rock at his motor vehicle
and broke the windshield while it was
parked in front of his house.

Thursday, March 20, Santinah Brito,
28, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 20, a resident of
Acacia Road reported that someone
dumped items into the dumpster in his
driveway without permission.

Thursday, March 20, an employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone received $65 worth of gas
and fled without paying.

Saturday, March 22, Sharon Ortiz,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for a violation. According
to police, she was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, March 22, Richard
Holoman, 45, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop for a violation.

Saturday, March 22, a patron at a

Lamberts Mill Road health club re-
ported that, while she was working
out, someone removed $600 from her
purse that was left in an unlocked
locker.

Saturday, March 22, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and re-
moved a global positioning system
valued at $300.

Sunday, March 23, a purse was re-
ported taken from a table at a Route 22
store. According to police, the purse
and its contents were valued at $500.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 18, a resident of

Burberry Lane reported that someone
entered his house through an unlocked
bedroom window and removed mul-
tiple items from the bedroom includ-
ing keys, watches and two bags of
coins totaling approximately $400
each. According to police, a ladder
kept in the backyard was found in a
different location.

Wednesday, March 19, the resident
of Burberry Lane who reported items
missing from his bedroom on March
18 stated that someone rang his door-
bell but when he answered the door,
no one was there. A watch and keys
stolen the previous day were found on
the doorstep, police said.

Thursday, March 20, Duane V. Reid,
28, of Newark was arrested at police
headquarters on an outstanding war-
rant out of Mountainside.

Saturday, March 22, John I. Andric,
25, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 at Glen Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 23, police responded
to a report of disorderly conduct and a
noise disturbance on Chapel Hill.
According to police, a female juve-
nile met police at the door of her
residence and reported that she had
invited a few friends over but that
several uninvited juveniles showed
up. After the juvenile asked the unin-
vited guests to leave, a fight broke out,
with one juvenile requiring medical
attention.

Garwood
Saturday, March 22, Kieon Murphy,

24, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of CDS
(marijuana), distribution of CDS, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia and
unlawful possession of a handgun (.45
caliber Springfield).

Police stopped a 2000 Chrysler
Sebring convertible after observing it
being driven carelessly on the 100
block of South Avenue. An officer
subsequently observed the driver, later
identified as Kieon Murphy, making
furtive and suspicious movements and
trying to conceal something in the
vehicle’s console. It turned out to be a
large quantity of small bags of mari-
juana intended for sale, along with the
handgun, according to police. Murphy
was released after posting $22,500
bail pending a March 26 court appear-
ance in Elizabeth.

Fanwood
Thursday, March 20, Kerone L.

Pellew, 21, of Piscataway was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at Terrill Road and subse-
quently charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
several motor vehicle violations. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released.

Thursday, March 20, a 17-year-old
juvenile from Westfield was arrested
after allegedly attempting to pay for
gas at a Martine Avenue gas station
with a counterfeit $100 bill. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Thursday, March 20, Helene M.
Caro, 62, of Watchung was arrested
on an outstanding Union warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue.

Friday, March 21, David L. Wynn,
49, of Irvington was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood.

Friday, March 21, someone defaced
the restroom building at Forest Road
Park with graffiti. According to po-
lice, acts of criminal mischief also
were reported.

Saturday, March 22, Patrick J. Dunn,
III, 22, of Middlesex was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of West
Amwell. According to police, he also
was charged with possession of CDS.

Sunday, March 23, a resident of
Fredricks who was staying at a Laurel
Place residence reported that some-
time between 11 p.m. on Saturday,
March 22, and 11:30 a.m. on Sunday,
March 23, his 1999 Jeep was stolen
from in front of the house.

According to police, authorities
were notified by the Newark Police
Department that the vehicle had been
impounded after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident in which the
driver fled the scene.

quent life of freedom for the 18 years
between his committing the crime
and his capture, shows that evil walks
amongst us every day. I pray that
John List’s innocent victims, are now
able to forever rest in peace.”

Current Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau was in ninth grade when the
murders happened, but the case was
something that always captured his
attention. “It was such a horrible
crime,” he said. “His death doesn’t
add anything to it.”

The Devlin family lived next door
to the Lists. David Devlin recalls that
List was a “cold guy.”

“My dad and I went over to welcome
them to the neighborhood. We had an
apple pie,” David Devlin said. “List
peered through the door and said ‘thank
you, but we like to keep to ourselves.’”

“I feel so bad about everything,”
David Devlin said. “I don’t think my
initial reaction [to his death] should be
‘I’m glad’ because that would bring me
to his level. I can say he was a monster.”

“I was living in the city at the time,
and my mother used to call me and
tell me to move home because the city
was so dangerous,” Wende Devlin
Gates said. “Then a horrific murder
happened next door to my childhood
home. My parents were horrified.”

Nick Devlin’s wife, Libby, grew up
down the street on Highland Avenue.
“My friend and I were delivering
political flyers around the time the
murders happened. Nobody answered
the door at the big house on Hillside.
The house was spooky, and my friend
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John List, Murderer,
Dies in State Prison

From The Westfield Leader archives - www.goleader.com/list
MURDERED LIST FAMILY...John List murdered his wife, Helen, 46, (right), his mother, Alma, 84 (not shown), and his
three children (left to right), Patty, 16, John, 15, and Fred, 13, on November 9, 1971, in Westfield.

$1.22 million – instead of $1.6 mil-
lion, thanks to the credit – next year’s
fee increase will be more than 50
percent higher.

Mr. Atkins said the “only good
news” is that after the large increase
in 2009, fee increases should “level
off” to 3 to 6 percent in the following
years. Mayor Martin Marks cau-
tioned, however, that RVSA fee pro-
jections “have rarely been accurate;
they’ve always been higher.”

The council briefly discussed the
notion of issuing township residents
separate sewer bills instead of includ-
ing the sewage fees in the municipal
budget and property tax bills. Doing
that, the mayor said, would necessi-
tate creating “some level of bureau-
cracy,” namely a local sewerage au-
thority.

It also would remove the fees from
residents’ property tax bills, thus re-
ducing the amount that could be de-
ducted on federal tax returns.

He additionally noted that a num-
ber of tax-exempt organizations, such
as YMCAs, churches and schools,
which currently pay no property taxes,
would then receive sewer bills.

Contributions to the state’s police
and fire retirement systems this year
will rise by nearly $381,000, although
Mr. Atkins said 2008 would be the
“last year of big increases.” Contri-
butions to the state’s public employ-
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Scotch Plains Council
Examines Expenses

looked in the window of what was
probably the ballroom and said, ‘It
looks like dead bodies in there,’” Mrs.
Devlin said. “We brushed it off until
we heard about the murders w-eeks
later. I couldn’t sleep in my own room
for three months.”

“I think of that family buried at
Fairview Cemetery,” Mrs. Devlin
added. “I’m glad he’s gone. Now
hopefully that family can rest now.”

Alma List is buried in her native
Michigan. Speculation is that List
will be buried with his mother, though
the Mercer County spokesman said,
in a Tuesday interview, “No one has
stepped forward to claim the body, as
of today, and we have not had any
contact from any family members.”

“He was a sick, sick religious zealot,”
said Timothy Benford, a Mountainside
resident who co-wrote the 1991 book
“Righteous Carnage” about the case.
“He was truly Westfield’s boogeyman
and Frankenstein.”

List was a devout Lutheran and be-
longed to Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Westfield and wrote a letter of con-
fession to the church’s pastor Eugene
Rehwinkel that was found shortly af-
ter the discovery of the bodies. The
church would not comment when they
were informed of List’s death.

“I don’t think he’ll be missed,” said
Joe Spector, owner of the Leader Store
in Westfield. “This guy was obvi-
ously in his own little world – and a
dangerous one at that.”

“If it weren’t for the artist’s render-
ing, he might never have been caught,”
Mr. Spector added. “The family didn’t
have a chance to live full lives.”

“It was very exciting to work at The
Westfield Leader when he was cap-
tured,” former reporter Ellen Brandt
said. “I went to the trial. It really
doesn’t matter that he died.”

“You can imagine being a kid in the
town when that happened,” Ms. Brandt
continued. “My sister and I were scared.
Imagine a father killing his kids be-
cause he had financial problems.”

List had lost his job and couldn’t
make payments on his mortgage. A
fire at the house in 1972 revealed,
what The Westfield Leader called, the
biggest irony of all: The glass ceiling
in the ball room was a signed Tiffany
original. That alone would have taken
care of List’s debts.

“It’s finally over,” said Bobbie
Giannakis, a waitress at Vicki’s Diner.
“Everyone can now put it to rest.”

Brian Gillet, an assistant prosecu-
tor in Union County at the time of
List’s trial, wouldn’t comment “be-
cause of professional conduct rules.”

Jim Johnson, Tim Benford’s co-
author on “Righteous Carnage” said,
“In 1971, List wrote that he killed his
family so that they would die in the
state of grace, assuming they would
go to some imaginary place called
heaven. This selfish rationalization
allowed him to live out his life, free,
for 18 years. But his wife Helen, and
his mother, Alma, never saw another
sunrise. His children Patricia, Fred
and John never grew to their maturity,
had children or grandchildren.”

List had been in custody since May
1, 1990.The archives of the John List
murder, capture and trial from The
Westfield Leader and other publica-
tions can be viewed at goleader.com/
list.

ees retirement system will increase
$134,000 this year, and Mr. Atkins
said 2009 “should be the last huge
increase.”

Mr. Atkins recommends increas-
ing by $25,000 the township’s capital
improvement fund, which is used for
the 5-percent down payments on bond
ordinances, bringing it to $400,000.
This level, he noted, would give the
township $8 million in bonding ca-
pacity. He said an additional $25,000
would be added via a transfer resolu-
tion.

Councilman Kevin Glover ques-
tioned why any new money needed to
be added, given the township’s finan-
cial constraints, and asked whether
$8 million in bond ordinances was
anticipated in the next few years.

Mr. Atkins said it is likely that
capital ordinances for road work, fire
department equipment, streets and
roads equipment and recreation equip-
ment will be required in the years
ahead, adding that a healthy capital
fund is helpful when rating agencies
evaluate the township’s creditworthi-
ness.

General insurance costs, except
health insurance, will increase 3.3
percent this year, with most of the
increase resulting from changes in
workers compensation, Mr. Atkins
said. He noted health insurance pre-
miums would rise 10 percent.
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School Budget
ning unopposed. Former BOE mem-
ber Thomas Russo said it is “disap-
pointing” that there are not contested
races and said he hopes that rather
than no interest “it’s a sign that the
public is satisfied with the job you’ve
been doing.”

Ms. Slocum encouraged audience
members to consider running for BOE
seats in the future.

PTA Council Vice President Karen
Kulikowski reminded the public that
“Coffee with the Superintendent”
would take place on Monday, April 7.

During the “Good of the Order”
segment of the meeting, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes con-
gratulated the SPFHS varsity boys’
basketball team on an “outstanding
season.”

“They certainly played their hearts
out and we continue to be extremely
proud of them,” she said.

through.”
“Our hands are tied here for areas

of major savings, but there are still
things that can be done,” said Mr.
Marquardt, who also suggested that
the mayor possibly pursue legal ac-
tion against the state.

“This is something the [New Jer-
sey] League of Municipalities is look-
ing at,” Mayor Mahr responded. The
mayor also said she liked Mr.
Marquardt’s survey idea.

Greg Cummings, planning board
chairman, suggested looking “at the
biggest areas of the budget first,” say-
ing even small “efficiencies could be
implemented and have a big impact
on the budget.”

Mayor Mahr also said she would
like to form a “blue ribbon panel” of
local residents to begin shaping next
year’s budget and work on a four- or
five-year “strategic plan to make sure
that Fanwood thrives.”

“The severity of the situation calls
for it,” the mayor said. “We have to
make some paradigm shifts.”
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Fanwood
Budget

properties – designated on tax maps
as Croyden Place and Edwin Place.
“They own the right to put streets
there,” he said.

State law says the properties must
be sold to adjoining properties, in this
case, the owners of the Jiffy Lube
auto service outlet and the Jade Isle
restaurant. The two 50-foot-wide pa-
per streets will be split between the
three properties, resulting in the wid-
ening of the auto parts property by 25
feet on each side.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss asked
Mr. Levine if the land presently pro-
vides any benefit to the township.
“It’s only a maintenance and liability
issue,” Mr. Levine replied. “There’s
no benefit.”

He added that township engineer-
ing officials have, for the past 30
years, requested that the streets be
vacated. When Mr. Strauss asked if
the township could have gotten more
than $5,000, Mr. Levine said there
was “no compelling legal basis to
have them pay more.”

Mayor Marks said the council was
faced with two options – vacate the
properties or do nothing. He said va-
cating the land would permit “a better
development” on the site, which has
been vacant for more than nine years.
A larger property, he said, will allow
for “better traffic flow and a better
parking situation.”

Street vacations have been passed
on several occasions in recent years,
most recently by a unanimous coun-
cil vote in 2007. That vacation in-
volved no payment of money, and
Mayor Marks, noting that the issue of
payment never came up then, said the
opposition from Mr. Glover made it
“all the more telling why it’s being
made an issue.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance releasing $2,500
to hire Edward McManimon as a con-
sultant for meetings next month to
discuss the details of establishing a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in and around the downtown business
district.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
is leading the council’s efforts to pro-
mote a SID, said officials at the New
Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties had recommended Mr.
McManimon, who has assisted mul-
tiple other New Jersey towns in es-
tablishing SIDs.

She said she hopes to hold four
meetings in April with business and
property owners to answer any ques-
tions they have about the operations
of a SID, and added she is hopeful
that an ordinance creating the SID
can be enacted by the summer.

The council also introduced ordi-
nances revising rates for police offic-
ers working on outside security jobs,
revising fees for publicly accessed
swimming pools and increasing li-
cense fees for retail food establish-
ments. The public hearings on these
ordinances will be held on Tuesday,
April 8.

called the proposed dwelling “a little
larger than scale” than existing resi-
dences in the area and said it was “not
consistent with the scale of the neigh-
borhood.” He also claimed that Mr.
D’Amore requires a lot coverage vari-
ance because, according to his calcu-
lations, more than the permitted 20
percent of the 85,000-square-foot
property is covered, not only with the
home’s 6,500-square-foot footprint
but also with tennis courts, a patio
and terrace, and a cabana.

Township engineering officials,
though, disagreed, saying that struc-
tures besides the house itself should
not figure in the calculation.

Before the board formally consid-
ers the application, Mr. DeLisi is ex-
pected to testify at the next planning
board meeting on April 28.
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Street Sale
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Cooper Rd.

Erratum
In last week’s edition of The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times, an article about
the Scotch Plains Township Council had
an error. The article should have said, “A
year ago during budget meetings, Mr.
Glover proposed that reserves set aside
for delinquent taxes should be increased
to $800,000. He had favored increasing
construction code revenue projections to
$700,000.”


