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UC Performing Arts Center
Hosts Grand Re-Opening

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC)
hosted its grand re-opening last Wednes-
day, following 20 months of renovation
and restoration of the historic Rahway
theater. The ceremony marks the
completion of a $6.2-million overhaul
of the 1,300-seat theater that began in
2006.

“This is a culmination of a tremen-
dous amount of work over a long
period of time by many, many people,”
Rahway Mayor James Kennedy said.

Union County acquired the theater
in 2006 for $1.3 million through the
county’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, then
subsequently restored the original
structure and improved its capabili-
ties.

The building’s entire plumbing and
electrical infrastructure was upgraded,
including the installation of a new Heat-
ing, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
(HVAC) system. The original structure

lacked air-conditioning, and as a result,
the theater was forced to close every
year from June until September due to
the heat.

Additionally, the theater’s dress-
ing rooms were remodeled, and new
dressing areas were added. The stage
was extended, and a new loading dock
was built to accommodate produc-
tion equipment. A new rehearsal room
and administrative offices were added
on the second floor, as well as a new
reception room on the first floor.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, chair-
woman of the Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, said she was pleased with the
outcome of the renovations.

“It really looks like a Broadway
theater,” Ms. Ward said. “It’s great to
have this in Rahway, New Jersey.”

Sandy Erwin, executive director of
the center, said that the renovations and
additions would increase the variety of

acts that the theater can accommodate.
“The possibilities for programming

are almost endless,” Ms. Erwin said.
“It’s going to be so much fun.”

Alliance’s Boys’ Life to Play UCPAC
RAHWAY – The Alliance Reper-

tory Theater Company continues its
season at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center in Rahway with
Howard Korder’s Boys’ Life.

Boys’ Life traces the misadventures
of three former college buddies seek-
ing to make their way in New York
City in the 1980s.

Told in a series of fast-paced,
sharply etched scenes, the play dis-
sects and anatomizes the male narcis-
sism and protracted adolescence af-

flicting its male characters.
All productions run Thursday

through Sunday. Evening perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. and Sundays at
2 p.m.

Tickets can be ordered from the
Union County Performing Arts
Center’s website, ucpac.org, by call-
ing the box office at (732) 499-8226
or going to njartstix.org.

The theater is located at 1601 Irv-
ing Street. Further information is also
available at alliancerep.org.

WF’s Azzara Demonstrates
Encaustic / Wax Painting

WESTFIELD – Students can reg-
ister now for the Encaustic Painting
Workshop, held at The Arts Guild of
Rahway on Saturday, March 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Westfield artist Francesca Azzara
will demonstrate the process of en-
caustic, or wax, painting in an in-
depth session, which will include an
introduction to a variety of tech-
niques that can be used with this
medium.

The workshop fee is $90, which
includes wax, a heat gun, pigments,
oil sticks and a heated palette. Stu-
dents are responsible for bringing in
some additional materials necessary
for the class.

This is a hands-on session in which
each student will complete one or

more artworks using the encaustic
medium.

Encaustic painting is an ancient
process first used in Greece and
Egypt. It involves using a “paint”
made from colored pigments mixed
with molten wax and fused with heat
on a durable, sturdy surface, such as
wood or masonite panels or museum
board.

This workshop will introduce stu-
dents to the many effects that can be
achieved, including collage, etching
into the wax surface, glazing and
pressing objects into the wax. The
pigment is applied with brushes and
many other traditional painting tools.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org or call (732)
381-7511.

SPFHS’s Urinetown Mixes Satire
And Parody For A Royal Flush

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The contem-
porary show Urinetown: the Musical,
set in the not-too-distant future, thumbs
its nose at ubiquitous, money-grub-
bing businessmen, unscrupulous pub-
lic officials and spoofs musical com-
edy conventions in the process.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) Director Ed Guinan
and Musical Director John Brzozowski,
who selected this allegorical lulu of a
show, have done it up royally.

Urinetown, as the droll narrator and
character Officer Lockstock (Justin
Berger) says, is a mythological place.
“It’s the central conceit of the show,”
he says to Little Sally, (Gailmarie
Sprague) who, in her childlike ca-
dence and adorable Betty Boop voice,
begs for money and questions the in-
justice in the world.

Because of a 20-year drought, people
have to “pay to take care of business,”
and if they are caught trying to relieve
themselves in the bushes, the police
will cart them off to Urinetown, an-
other name for six feet under.

Bobby Strong, (Vangelis
Dimopoulis) the show’s hero, along
with a line-toting Miss Penelope
Pennywise, (Katy Cockrell) runs one
of the local public facilities, Amenity 9.
Poor people queue up to “pay to pee.”

When Bobby Strong’s father (Matt
Ritsko) defiantly relieves himself on
the street because he can’t pay the fee,
Officers Lockstock and Barrel (Tim
Carroll) take him away to Urinetown.

Corrupt business mogul Caldwell
B. Cladwell (Zach Feldman) and dirty
politician Senator Fipp (Chris
Fortunato) are behind the law that
foists these toilet taxes on the poor.

Pristine daughter Hope Cladwell
(Samantha Grecco), fresh from final
exams at college, goes to her father
for a job at his Urine Good Company
(UGC), the “gleaming tower on the
hill.”

Like her namesake, the beautiful,
but sometimes unrealistic, Hope is
“conflicted” as she sees how daddy
runs UGC for his monetary benefit.

When heroine Hope meets Bobby
Strong on the way home from her first
day on the job, they instantly fall in
love (as in any good musical comedy
worth its salt) as she tells him to “Fol-
low Your Heart.”

More fee hikes for the use of the
bathrooms are the last straw, and re-
bellion foments among the poor. In a
true Les Misérables moment, Bobby
raises a crimson flag, waving it as the
poor masses fall in step to join his
coup. Then, they burst forth into Fid-
dler on the Roof-like circle dancing,
complete with tambourines.

Songs, one right after the other —
upbeat and, at times, sardonic — cas-
cade over the audience like Niagara’s
mighty water. Starting with Miss
Pennywise’s “Privilege to Pee,” the
songs are parodies of the typical songs
one finds in musicals.

Katy Cockrell’s character, Miss
Pennywise, deliciously drips with sar-
casm. A vivid blonde streak in her
waist-long hair suggests the classic
Glen Close meanie in 101 Dalmatians
or Frankenstein’s bride. At the climax
of Katy’s “Privilege” number, she nails
the high soprano notes spectacularly.

The very likeable Vangelis
Dimopoulis uses his golden voice to
his advantage in “Follow Your Heart,”
blending with the lovely soprano tones
of Samantha Grecco.

The song “Run, Freedom, Run” fea-
tures a superb a cappella four-part-
harmony segment, smack dab in the
middle of the show-stopping number.

The Gospel wailing and vocal range
of Samantha, in her portrayal of prim
and proper Hope, is a joyous surprise.

Zach Feldman, as Cladwell Senior,
delivers one of the most bizarrely funny
numbers, “Don’t be the Bunny,” staged
professionally by Gisa DiLorio. Zach’s
timing and sardonic manner translate
into the embodiment of the self-cen-
tered mogul whose philosophy crushes

all in his path.
In the number, the stiffly clothed

Cladwell workers offer their dancing
talents with abandon.

All of the ingenious choreography
by Ms. DiLorio is Broadway quality
in precision and execution. Especially
outstanding are “Cop Song,” complete
with the searching beams of flash-
lights, and “Snuff that Girl,” which
features the requisite finger snapping
and jazz moves of West Side Story.

Little Becky 2 Shoes (Kayla
McAlindin) and crazy Hot Blades
Harry (Jeremy Busch) shine in that

latter number.
The orchestra of eight pieces is small

but powerful under the careful direc-
tion of Durand Thomas, featuring
Musical Director Mr. Brzozowski on
piano.

The director, Mr. Guinan, has cast
the show well, giving the students the
freedom to develop their characters.
Justin Berger’s Lockstock and

Gailmarie Sprague’s Little Sally are
especially believable in their casual
repartee.

A marvelously dingy, rust-encrusted
two-tiered set, with six staging areas
complete with alcoves upstage and
downstage, serves the fable well. The
revolving stage magically transforms
the set from the public facility to the
interior of Urine Good Company.

Urinetown: the Musical is a show-
case of the talents of SPFHS’s teens,
who are supported by a cadre of parent
committees. Bravo for taking chances
with this edgy show.

Performers Can Audition
For Youth Orchestras

AREA – The Youth Orchestras of
Essex County (YOEC) will hold au-
ditions for the 2008-2009 season on
Monday, June 9, and Monday, June
16, for musicians in Grades 3 through
12. All are welcome, and YOEC in-
vites Westfield and Scotch Plains resi-

dents to attend.
To review audition requirements,

visit yoec.org. To schedule an audi-
tion, contact admin@yoec.org or call
(973) 378-7879. Scholarships are
available.

Rehearsals are held at South Or-
ange Middle School (SOMS), located
at 70 North Ridgewood Road, every
Monday from September through
May.  Overture Strings, Grades 3 to 5,
and Junior Symphony, Grades 6 to 8,
rehearses from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Essex
County Symphony Orchestra
(ECSO), Grades 9 to 12, holds re-
hearsals from 7 to 9 p.m.

The YOEC Chamber Program re-
hearses from January through April
on Mondays between 5:45 and 6:45
p.m.

The public is invited to hear YOEC’s
spring concert at SOMS on Sunday,
May 4, at 2 p.m. The concert is free
for anyone age 18 and younger. Adults
pay $5, which funds the scholarship
program.

In June 2009, the orchestra will
travel to Austria to perform in Vienna,
Salzburg and Innsbruck from June 26
to July 5. A bon voyage concert is
scheduled for June at South Orange
Performing Arts Center (SOPAC).

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REBEL WITH A CAUSE…Bobby Strong (Vangelis Dimopoulis) leads the poor
to rebel in Urinetown: the Musical, performed recently at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The avant-garde musical parodies the conventions of musical
comedy and serves as a takeoff on the blockbuster musical Les Misérables.

SP’s Parvin to Direct
G & S’s lolanthe

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Stony
Hill Players will present a fully staged
version of lolanthe, by Gilbert and
Sullivan (G&S), with a chamber or-
chestra, from April 4 to 13, at Oakes
Center, located at 120 Morris Avenue
in Summit.

Friday and Saturday evening per-
formances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday
matinees are at 3 p.m.

Veteran G&S Director Greg Parvin
of Scotch Plains returns to Stony Hill
Players to direct. David and Karen
Cantor of Berkeley Heights will per-
form as Lord Chancellor and Phyllis
(double-cast), respectively, and are
among the leading G&S interpreters.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for
children ages 18 and under. To make
reservations call (908) 665-1376 or e-
mail stonyhillplayers@yahoo.com For
directions and further information, visit
stonyhillplayers.org.

RAHWAY RENOVATION...A $6.2-million renovation of the Union County
Performing Arts Center is complete. The historic venue is the cornerstone of the
Rahway Arts District and key to the ongoing $100-million redevelopment of
downtown Rahway.

The center is part of a $100-million
revitalization project in Rahway’s
downtown, which will include an
open-air amphitheater, a luxury ho-
tel, condominiums and a new parking
structure, as well as additional retail,
residential and arts space.

Originally opened as the Rahway
Theater in 1928, as a venue for mov-
ies and Vaudeville acts, the theater
was acquired by Rahway Landmarks,
a non-profit organization, in the
1980s. This organization took steps
to renovate the building before the
county purchased it in 2006.

The center already has a number of
acts planned for the coming months,
including a performance by comedian
Joy Behar and an Elvis tribute contest,
in addition to a festival and concerts by
Neil Sedaka and Engelbert
Humperdink.
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