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“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 
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At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude pray
for us and all who invoke your aid.
Publication must be promised.
This novena has never been known
to fail.  K.P.

– Obituaries – Doris P. Rodgers, 89, Was Parishioner;
Worked For Westfield School System

Doris P. Rodgers, 89, of Roanoke,
Va. passed away on Sunday, March
9, 2008.

“Dody” was born in Newark, N.J.
and lived most of her life in Westfield
before moving to Roanoke in 1980.

Mrs. Rodgers had been employed
by the Westfield school system for
15 years prior to her retirement, and
was a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield for many years.

She was preceded in death by her
beloved husband, William; her par-
ents, C. Arthur and Carolyn E.
Parrington, and her brother, A. Bur-
ton Parrington, and his wife, Phyllis.

Left to cherish her memory are her
son, William Rodgers, and his wife,
Sally, and daughter Claire Blake and
her husband, Jerry, all of Roanoke;
daughter Joyce Rodgers of
Westminster West, Vt.; grandchil-
dren Amy Van Dorp and her hus-
band, Buddy, Susan Aylor and her
husband, Wes, Wendy Blake and her
fiancé, Matthew Olichwier, and
Michael Blake and his wife, Heather,
and great-grandchildren Will, Katie
and Lanie Van Dorp, Allyson and
Mary Lynn Aylor and Jonathan and
Megan Blake.

A memorial service was held in
Roanoke on Monday, March 17, at

the Covenant Presbyterian Church,
following interment with her beloved
husband, Will.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Covenant Presbyterian Church
Memorial Fund, 1831 Deyerle Road,
Roanoke, Va. 24018.
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George C. Putnam, 95, Colby Alumnus;
Enjoyed Family, Cribbage and Music

George Charles Putnam, beloved
family man, wily cribbage player, clas-
sical music aficionado and witty sto-
ryteller, passed away on Sunday, March
9, in Naples, Fla. after a short illness.

A resident of Hallowell, Me.,
George had traveled to Florida on
vacation. He passed away surrounded
by family and friends,
with the music of J.S.
Bach playing in the
background. He was 95.

The son of Alice
Dempsey Putnam and
James Russell Putnam,
George was born Janu-
ary 28, 1913 in Water-
bury, Conn. He gradu-
ated from Colby Col-
lege in 1934. At Colby,
George played center on
the varsity football team
and was a member of
Kappa Delta Rho fraternity. He re-
ceived his master’s degree in chemi-
cal engineering from MIT in 1936.

George had a successful career in
oil refinery design while living in
Westfield. He and his wife then oper-
ated the summer resort Alden Camps
in Oakland, Me. for almost 40 years. A
gracious host and a favorite of guests
and staff alike, he was infamous for
telling his “worm joke” to vacationers
during weekly lobster bakes.

George met the love of his life,
Vesta Louisa Alden, while they were
both students at Colby College. They
were married on October 9, 1937 in
Westfield and raised five children.

George and Vesta were travel com-
panions and sweethearts for over 70
years. They were always up for a
competitive game of cribbage, an
adventure across the globe or split-
ting a delicious dessert. The couple
spent over 35 winters in Hawaii visit-
ing family, walking the beach and
enjoying life together.

A lifelong lover of music, George

played the trumpet while growing up
and later the French horn. He also had
a passion for collecting clocks and
antiques, wearing Hawaiian print
shirts and attending concerts.

George was active in the Colby
Alumni Association, the Rotary Club
and on the board of the Coburn Clas-

sical Institute. He was an
enthusiastic supporter of
Colby College.

George is survived by his
wife, Vesta; four daughters
and sons-in-law, Elizabeth
and her husband, Jon
Hinebauch, of Colorado,
Priscilla and her husband,
Steven Minkel, of Virginia,
Dr. Deborah Putnam and
her husband, Robert
Laguens, of Hawaii, and
Carol Putnam and her hus-
band, Peter Akraboff, of

California, and a son, Dr. James
Putnam, and his wife, Michele, of
Maine.

Adored by his 12 grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren, George
was known for his huge hugs and
entertaining bedtime stories.

George was predeceased by his
older sister, Mabel.

A celebration of life will be held in
Colby College’s Lorimer Chapel at a
future date. Memorial donations in
honor of George Putnam may be made
to the Music At Colby program or the
Colby College football team, in care
of Colby College, 4345 Mayflower
Hill, Waterville, Me. 04901 and the
Pierre Monteux Memorial Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 457, Hancock, Me.
04640.

George loved life, his family and a
good, steaming plate of lobster. Those
wishing to send tributes may do so at
mem.com. Arrangements are under
the direction of the Redington Fu-
neral Home in Waterville, Me.
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George C. Putnam

Margaret McGroarty, Loved Her Family;
Active With St. Paul’s and Local Groups
Margaret Kinney McGroarty was

called to the Lord’s side on the
evening of Saturday, March 15, 2008.
She succumbed unexpectedly but
peacefully to a previously undetec-
ted circulatory condition in her re-
cently adopted home of Rockford,
Ill.

She will be mourned by Joseph,
her husband of 61 years; her surviv-
ing sons, J. Stanton of Rockford and
Mark of Oklahoma City and their
wives; her sister and brother-in-law,
Virginia and Bruce Dunnan of Read-
ing, Pa.; her sister-in-law, Kathryn
Kinney of Westfield; five grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchildren, and
many loving nieces and nephews and
their spouses and children.

She was preceded in death in 2005
by John, their second-born son.

Educated at St. Margaret’s Acad-
emy and Allegheny and Oberlin Col-
leges, Peg embodied the
hardworking, stay-at-home mom.
She was a mainstay in the St. Paul’s
Church Altar Guild, Bible study
groups and as a Sunday school
teacher, was active in Kappa Alpha
Theta Sorority, the Westfield Musi-
cal Club, the Mountainside Garden

Club, her sons’ varied scouting,
musical, athletic and social activi-
ties, and was tireless in her efforts to
make every occasion a special one
for anyone in her extended family.

Her fame as a cake and cookie
baker and gift-giver reached far and
wide, and she was a faithful corre-
spondent with family and with
friends old and new. Heaven has a
very special new angel today. All
knew her as a wonderful lady; she
will be long and sorely missed.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Thursday, April 3, 2008,
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend An-
drew Hamersley officiating. Please
send memorial gifts to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Lucille Sand
Lucille Sand (Albert) of Westfield

died on Wednesday, March 12, at the
New England Sinai Hospital in
Stoughton, Mass.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., she had
lived in Fanwood before moving to
Westfield in 1968.

Mrs. Sand had been an elementary
school teacher and reading special-
ist for many years.

She received her Bachelor of Arts
degree from City College of New
York and her Master of Arts degree
in Reading from Kean College.

Mrs. Sand was a member of
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.

Her husband, Louis Sand, prede-
ceased her in 2001.

Surviving are her son, Peter Sand;
daughters Thea, Paula, Candice, Amy
Sand and Sandi Singer, and five
grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted
on Friday, March 14, at Temple
Emanu-El. Interment took place at
Bnai Abraham Memorial Park in
Union.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
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Eileen ‘Mike’ Farley

Eileen ‘Mike’ Gray Farley, 86, Was
First President of Library Friends

Eileen “Mike” Gray Farley passed
away peacefully at her home in
Westfield on Monday, March 10, at
age 86.

Born Eileen G. Gray in Guelph,
Ontario, Canada on May 28, 1921,
she was the daughter of Ellen Jane
Stacey, originally of
Bridge North in En-
gland, and Burt Gray of
Birmingham, England.
Her parents emigrated
to Canada from England
in 1910.

As an eight-year-old
girl, Mike won first
prize in an Ontario-wide
contest for her perfor-
mance on the violin. In
1939, she won a full
four-year scholarship to
McMaster University,
which was to change the
course of her life.

Mike was awarded the D.E. Th-
ompson Scholarship based on three
essays that she wrote in English,
French and Latin. At McMaster, Mike
was elected Head Girl as a senior, and
she sang in several Gilbert and
Sullivan productions. She graduated
from McMaster in June 1943 with a
major in English and French. Mike
then won a scholarship to Radcliffe
College in its program for Women in
Business Administration.

While attending Radcliffe, Mike
met her husband, John Farley of
Memphis, Tenn., who was then a
student at MIT. One of her friends
gave a party, and Mike thought it
would be fun to meet a man with a
Southern accent. She married John
in 1945 in Welland, Ontario. John
pursued a successful career as a
patent attorney for the firm Fish and
Neave in Manhattan.

From Cambridge, Mass., Mike and
John Farley moved first to Brooklyn,
N.Y., then to Stuyvesantown, Man-
hattan, then in 1950 to Chatham, N.J.
and finally in 1958 to Westfield, N.J.
Mike and John were happily married
for 46 years, and had eight children in
13 years: John (born 1948), Katherine
(born 1949), Robert (born 1951), Joel
(born 1953), Stacey (born 1955),
Thomas (born 1956), Stephen (born
1959) and Calvin (born 1961).

Mike was the founder and first
president (1972-1974) of the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library.
In 1993, she received the Kenneth S.

Gaston Award, an award given annu-
ally to a town resident for outstand-
ing service to the library. She was a
member of the College Woman’s
Club and played golf at Echo Lake
Country Club, where one year she
was runner-up in the women’s club

championship. In addi-
tion, Mike was the first
head of volunteers at
the First United Meth-
odist Church in
Westfield.

A prodigious and
passionate seamstress,
Mike tailored all of her
own clothes and those
of her two daughters.
In the 1980s, she re-
corded a pilot program
on sewing for New Jer-
sey Television entitled
“The Secrets of Style.”

She was a consultant for Stretch and
Sew in Millburn, a marketing repre-
sentative for Surefit Patterns and she
also taught various tailoring and sew-
ing classes. She made costumes for
the Light Opera of Manhattan in
New York and The Shaker Singers
that toured Europe in 1994.

Mike will be remembered for her
independent thinking, her passion for
the English language, her unwaver-
ing love of her family and friends
near and far, her wit and gusto for life.

Mike was predeceased by her hus-
band, John, in 1990, and her son,
Robert, in 1991.

She will be deeply missed by her
children, John, Katherine, Joel, Stacey,
Thomas, Stephen and Calvin, their
spouses, Linda Farley, Jerry Speyer,
Peter Davoren, Alice Farley, Suzanne
Worden and Chris Farley, and 19 grand-
children, Amy and Sarah Farley, Laura
Speyer, Micah Jo, Luke and Thomas
Davoren, Emily, Joanna, Helen and
Rebecca Farley, Grace, Jack and Oliver
Farley and Virginia, Abigail, Wesley,
Eliza, Ann and Gray Farley.

A memorial service for Mike Farley
will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 29, at the First United Meth-
odist Church at One East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Westfield College
Woman’s Club to establish the Eileen
G. Farley Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box
2694, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Ethel Mae Perkins, 86
Ethel Mae Perkins, 86, died on

Saturday, March 15, at her home in
Scotch Plains.

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she had
lived there before moving to Scotch
Plains many years ago.

Mrs. Perkins had been employed
as an accounting clerk with the Penn-
sylvania Railroad for many years prior
to retiring. She also was a volunteer at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Benjamin Perkins, in 1982 and
by her brother, William Mullin, in
2001.

Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. For additional
information or to express condo-
lences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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CONTACT We Care Names
Two to Board of Trustees

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline serving central and northern
New Jersey, elected Jeffrey Feldman
of Westfield and Karen Yutsus of
Mountainside to its volunteer board
of trustees at the organization’s 33nd
Annual Meeting on March 13.

CONTACT We Care trains and su-
pervises volunteers to provide the
gift of listening to callers who are
lonely, depressed, stressed or suicidal.

A retired AT&T executive, Mr.
Feldman is now active in a variety of
volunteer efforts in Union County.
He is a State of New Jersey Advocate
for senior citizens and has worked as
an ombudsman at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights and an extended
care facility in Union.

He has served in various leadership
capacities for the Optimist Club of
Westfield, the Information Industry
Association and the Williams Col-
lege Advanced Management program.
Mr. Feldman holds degrees in indus-

trial engineering and business eco-
nomics.

Ms. Yutsus is director of Global
Marketing Support Services for
Schering-Plough Corporation in
Kenilworth. In her 31 years with
Schering, she has held positions in
every aspect of company operations.
She holds undergraduate degrees in
biology and French and a Master of
Business Administration degree in
Pharmaceutical Marketing from
Fairleigh Dickinson University. Ms.
Yutsus is a member of the Packaging
Professionals Industry Association
and the Optimist Club of Westfield.

“We are thrilled to welcome both
Jeffrey and Karen to CONTACT’s
board of trustees,” said David Owens
of Westfield, executive director. “They
each bring with them valuable lead-
ership skills and a true commitment
to making a positive difference in the
community.”

For information about volunteer-
ing with CONTACT We Care, call
(908) 301-1820.

READING ACROSS MOUNTAINSIDE…Four-year-olds at the Community
Presbyterian Nursery School of Mountainside celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by
listening to Dr. Seuss books read to them by Jeanne Wilhelms.

MAKING CONTACT…CONTACT We Care President Amy Green of Westfield,
far left, and Executive Director David Owens of Westfield, far right, welcome new
members Karen Yutsus of Mountainside and Jeffrey Feldman of Westfield to
CONTACT’S board of trustees.

Sale Through Saturday
To Aid Needy Animals
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption is holding
a 50 percent off sale on most items at
its thrift shop to celebrate its sixth
anniversary at its current location.

The sale will be held through Sat-
urday, March 29. Some exceptions
apply. The store is located at 1750
East Second Street in Scotch Plains
and is open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. every day except Sunday.

The Best Friend rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity have donated all items sold in
the shop for the benefit of homeless
animals. The rescue group is accept-
ing donations of new and slightly
used items, as well as donations of
dog and especially kitten/cat food for
their foster animals in need.

Volunteers are always needed in
the thrift shop. For more information,
call (732) 388-8930. To review pets
waiting for permanent homes, visit
bestfriend.petfinder.org.

Senior Advisory Committee
Announces Trip Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has revealed its schedule of
upcoming trips. Trips are available
to seniors due to the township subsi-
dizing the cost of transportation.

The first trip will be to the Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn on Sat-
urday, May 17, for a matinee per-
formance of Kiss Me Kate. Arrange-
ments are being made for those in-
terested to have supper together af-
ter the performance at Mezzogiorno
Ristorante on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The next trip will be on Wednes-
day, August 20, to the Culinary In-
stitute in Hyde Park, N.Y. Partici-
pants will be given a tour of the
school and watch future chefs learn-
ing culinary skills.

A trip to the United Nations on
Wednesday, September 10, will fea-
ture a tour of the landmark and a
buffet in the Delegates Dining Room.

The final trip planned is a visit
Tuesday, October 7, to the Thayer
Hotel in West Point, N.Y. This out-
ing will include lunch and a perfor-
mance of And the Angels Sing, a
production featuring the music of
the Big Band era.

Chaired by Laura Swidersky, the
committee also includes Jeanne But-
ler, Jean De Tore, Mary De Jesso,
Camille DiBella, Peggy Hoff, Elsie
Lestrange, Brigid Marinaro, Liz

Mangan, Jeanette Rotella and Marge
Van Duyne.

For further information, inter-
ested persons are asked to call the
Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 223.

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Library are seek-
ing donations for their semi-annual
book sale, to be held on Saturday,
April 5. The sale will include adult
and children’s books.

Sale hours on Saturday will be 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. “Bag Day” sales will be
held on Monday and Tuesday, April 7
and 8, when an entire bag of books
can be purchased for $5. Bag Day
hours will be 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Monday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day. Senior citizens will receive a 20
percent discount on Bag Day sales.

Donations will be accepted Satur-
day, March 29, through Thursday,
April 3. Area residents are welcome
to donate books in good condition,
DVDs and compact disks but no text-
books or encyclopedias.

All proceeds will support library
programs. The library is located on
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.
For more information, call (908) 233-
0115.


