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Raider Matmen Notched District Championship
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Blue Devils Used Youth to Set Up Mat Future
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Award and finished this season with a
30-10 record.

“He had great accomplishments,
county champion, district champion,”
said Scholz. “He fell short of Atlantic
City. I know it was really crushing to
him and to me as well because he
worked so hard. He was a great cap-
tain.”

Senior Billy Jacobs won the 189-lb
district title and finished 17-9 and
junior Joe Sebolao claimed the 171-
lb title.

“Joe! Who would have guessed?
His style of wrestling, he’s tough.
One minute you see him on his back,
the next minute he has the kid on his
back. He liked being on varsity,” said
coach Scholz.

Sophomore Mike Ridge placed sec-
ond in the UCT, won the 145-lb dis-
trict crown and came up one victory
shy of qualifying for AC to finish
with a 24-14 record.

“Being a sophomore, he is a tough,
tough individual. He doesn’t stop.
His conditioning is great. He doesn’t
back down from anybody. It was so
close for him, making it to states. He
was making things happen. He was
on a roll. He is going to use that (loss
in the regions) and move on. There’s
no holding him back next year,” said

coach Scholz.
Sophomore Tristan Bundy placed

third in the UCT, claimed the 119-lb
district title and finished with a 26-12
record.

“He was able to wrestle with some
really good kids. He’s quick. He has
good sense of things. He’s hot and
cold some times. He needs to mature
a little bit more and he is doing it. He
is going to be the real deal next year,”
predicted coach Scholz.

Junior captain Mike Ferrara, no
stranger to overtime bouts, placed
third in the UCT, second in the dis-
trict at 140-lbs and finished with a 27-
10 record.

“A tough weight class, every year
that Mike wrestled in! He wrestled so
tough so many times. We need to get
him over that hump in overtime
matches. As a captain, you couldn’t
ask for a better kid. He motivates the
kids. He’s there for them,” said coach
Scholz. “We want to see great things
for him.”

Junior Dan Gore took fourth in the
UCT, second in the district at 135-lbs
and finished 16-13. Junior Wes
Morrison qualified for the regions by
placing third in the district at 130-lbs
and freshman Nowell Whitehouse also
placed third in the districts and fin-

ished with a 15-20 record at 103-lbs.
“Nowell came in really raw. Then

he started winning. I can see wonder-
ful things for him. Wes wrestles with
his heart on his sleeve. He gives you
100 percent. He works out with the
best kids in the room, Mike Ferrara
and Mike Ridge. You can’t go wrong
there. Danny can come in as a quality
varsity senior next year. He can do a
lot of things,” coach Scholz said.

Junior Rob Desiato (160-lbs) got
injured early in the season but showed
ability on the mats. Junior Ryan
McCarthy (160-lbs) and sophomores
Jawan Gaines (125-lbs), Brian Laspe
(171 to 215) and Josh Foote (135-
140), and freshmen Shane Squire (112-
lbs) and Nick Sebolao (125-lbs) also
contributed to the Raiders’ success.

“Nick wants to be on varsity. He
works hard. Desiato, McCarthy, we
are going to have some nice leader-
ship. Jawan, when he wants to wrestle,
he wrestles really good. He can run
with anyone. Shane is another kid
who is a tough competitor. Josh has a
unique style. Our team is just going to
keep growing and growing,” said
coach Scholz.

Several talented incoming fresh-
men should also add to the Raiders’
growth next year.

“Joe took it to the next level. As the
year went on, you could see him build
his confidence. He was a team player.
He wrestled where we asked him,
from 130 up to 140. He is someone
we are looking to lean on next year in
terms of leadership, so we are expect-
ing a good year from Joe,” said Kurz.

Junior Nick DeFreitas turned on
the aggressiveness, placed second in
the district at 119-lbs after a tough 7-
5, overtime loss, experienced another
overtime loss in the regions and fin-
ished 14-6.

“Nick got a lot of mat time this year
and he benefited from it. He and John
Barnes go 100 miles an hour in that
room. They make each other better.
He’s quick. He’s explosive. He’s
strong and he’s worked hard. I think
all the sudden it all clicked with him.
I think he is going to have an out-
standing senior year,” said Kurz. “He

is going to be making some noise at
the end of next year!”

Sophomore Ryan Jennings, com-
peting above his normal 135-lb weight
class at 145-lbs, displayed plenty of
moxie in his bouts and had a good
chance to qualify for the regions but
he, unfortunately, was injured in the
district semifinals and finished with a
13-7 record.

“To me, he was the most pleasant
surprise of the year. If you told me at
the beginning of the year that Ryan
was going to finish with fourth place
in the county tournament, I wouldn’t
have believed it,” said Kurz. “This
year, when he got back in the room,
he got back to business, working as
hard as he could. There were times
when we needed him and he really
came through.”

Freshman Jey Yingling, who took a
lot of pride in working his Spread

Eagle pinning combination, made it
to the district semifinals at 112-lbs.
Freshman Erik Gozdieski began com-
peting at the 160-lb varsity level late
in the season and showed promise.
Juniors Bill Kim (171-lbs) and Zach
Frantz (189-lbs) gained experience at
the varsity level, as did Alan Work-
man (171-lbs) and sophomore Chris
Tomasso (145-lbs).

“Those kids improved through the
year,” said Kurz. “They benefited from
having varsity experience. We know
where we have our big points. It’s
going to be how these other guys are
going to step up and solidify the
lineup.”

The Blue Devils may have several
talented freshmen entering the ranks
next season and look to add to an
atmosphere geared for winning.

“I feel good about where we are
headed,” said coach Kurz.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 11 CHAMP, REGION SEMIFINALIST…Blue Devil freshman Christian Barber, top, setting up a Merkel
maneuver, won the 130-lb district crown and advanced to the Region 3 semifinal round this season.

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMP, TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP…Raider Joe Blaes, left, won the Union County heavyweight title and
Outstanding Wrestler Award, along with two District 11 titles.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP, AC QUALIFIER…Blue Devil John Barnes, top, won the district 119-lb title last year,
the district 125-lb title this season and qualified for the states at Atlantic City.
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616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD

New Victorian with stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality craftsmanship throughout its 6 bedrooms 
and 4.5 bathrooms.  The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined with all of today’s amenities & conveniences 
offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Mouser Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with fireplace & Master Bedroom 

Suite with luxurious spa bathroom.                                                                             Offered for $1,499,000 

225 BENSON PLACE, WESTFIELD

Custom built in 2005, this four bedroom colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality craftsmanship 
throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with center island & granite counters, family 
room with gas fireplace, hardwood floors, central vac, second floor laundry, fenced year and wired for plasma tv and 

surround sound.                                                                                                                Offered for $1,395,000

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

New stately Center Hall Colonial on park like property in Wychwood.  KHov Classics designed and built this fine 
home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.  Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, 
extensive moldings, hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out lower 

level w/Media Room, Office & full bath.                                                                          Offered for $1,699,000

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious Wychwood section of Westfield.  
This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by 
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage. 

                                                                                 Newly Repositioned at $1,695,000


