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CANNON, BLAES WON SECOND DISTRICT 11 TITLES

Raider Wrestlers Notched
Another District Mat Crown

DIIORIO LED IN PTS, RBS; SHEEHAN ASSTS, STEALS

Blue Devil Boys Took Lumps,
Eye Hoops Success Next Year

JOHN BARNES, JOE KANIA QUALIFIED FOR STATES

Blue Devils Went with Youth
To Set Up Bright Mat Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing a schedule packed with pow-
erful teams, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
added some more glory to its list of
credits.

After placing third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the Raid-
ers captured their second straight
District 11 crown and fifth in seven
years in addition to claiming six indi-
vidual champions and advancing 10
to the Region 3 tournament. The Raid-
ers defeated Ridge, 37-27, in the sec-

tional quarterfinals before bowing to
a strong Sayreville squad in the semis
and finished with a 14-14 record.

Senior captains Trevor Cannon and
Joe Blaes made a double killing. Both
won their respective classes in the
UCT and both won their second
straight district individual titles. Can-
non, competing at 152-lbs, placed
second in the Region 3 tournament to
qualify for the states in Atlantic City
(AC) and finished with a 31-6 record.
Cannon’s four-year varsity record
consisted of 90 wins and 46 losses.

“When Trevor came in, he was a

tough kid, always wanted to be on the
mat. He kept getting better and better.
One of his biggest goals was he wanted
to step on the mat at Atlantic City and
he reached that,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz. “We are proud of
his accomplishments.”

Blaes, a heavyweight who plans to
attend East Stroudsburg University
in the fall, had a handful of varsity
bouts before entering the district tour-
nament last year. But he won! This
year, he was not only expected to win
but he won the Outstanding Wrestler

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only three returning letter
winners and one senior on the team,
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team had to take their lumps
in an extremely competitive Watchung
Conference. However, the experience
that the sophomores and juniors
gained on the court this season will
translate to eight returning letter win-
ners taking to the court next year.

Facing such powers as Linden,
Plainfield, Group 3 champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Malcolm X.

Shabazz and Elizabeth twice this sea-
son, the Blue Devils had to battle and
scrap to finish with a 7-18 record.

“Actually last year was tougher than
this year in the Watchung Confer-
ence. We had five teams in the top 20.
No matter what, we have great teams
in the conference; however, there was
a dip this year,” noted Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly.

The only senior on the squad,
Manny Mills, displayed tenacious
defensive skills but it was junior for-
ward Tony DiIorio, who led the team
in scoring with 273 points (10.9 aver-

age per game). He also led the team in
rebounds with 112 and was second in
steals with 31.

“Tony could shoot from the perim-
eter, take the ball to the basket. He
was a triple threat for us,” said coach
Everly.

Junior guard Chris Sheehan was
invaluable across the board. He dished
out a team-leading 87 assists, filled
his closet full of basketballs with a
team-leading 42 steals and pulled
down 101 rebounds.

“Chris led in defensive rebounds,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A dreadful beginning was trans-
formed into a very positive look for
the future of Westfield High School
wrestling by the end of this season.
After hitting the doldrums by enter-
ing only three wrestlers in the Pan-
ther Invitational in December, Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz looked
to his youth and became pleased with
what he saw.

The freshmen and sophomore wres-
tlers followed the bright path forged
by junior John Barnes’ positive atti-
tude and work ethic to produce three
District 11 champions, send seven to
the Region 3 tournament and qualify
two for the NJSIAA tournament in
Atlantic City (AC).

Barnes, the district champion at
119-lbs last year, won the 125-lb title
this season, placed second in the re-
gion to qualify for AC and finished
with a 27-8 record.

“John has the work ethic and the
mind set that you would like every-
body to have. He always thinks he’s
going to win. Last year when he lost
in the regions, he did not say, ‘boy! I
don’t belong here.’ He said to him-
self, ‘I got some work to do.’ And he
did the work necessary to get where
he wanted to go,” said coach Kurz.
“In terms of potential, the sky is the
limit for him. I have three kids, whom
I have taught in the last 10 years, who
I can say have done everything we
asked of them, and he is one of them.”

Junior Sam Reichbach, who fin-
ished with a 15-11 record, wrestled
well in the district tournament and
came away with the 135-lb title and
freshman Christian Barber matured
vastly, won the 130-lb district title,
advanced to the semifinal round of
the region tournament and finished
17-9.

“Christian wasn’t a surprise for me.
He’s a kid who came up through our
rec department, PAL. I knew he was
a tough kid. I knew he felt comfort-
able on the mat. We definitely had

some fine-tuning to do with him, make
sure the technique was going to work
at that next level. I cannot remember
the last time we had a freshman in the
region semis, maybe Corey Posey,”
Kurz said.

Junior heavyweight Joe Kania, who
transferred from Bergen Catholic,
became eligible in January. From
there, he plugged his way to the dis-
trict finals where he dropped a 3-2,
overtime tiebreaker decision. Kania
chugged away to place third in the
region to qualify for AC and finished
with a 15-6 record.

“Joe goes out there with a definite

game plan. He’s good at wrestling to
that game plan. He’s developed him-
self to be comfortable with it. His big
goal was to make it down to Atlantic
City. He had some tough road blocks
and he went right through them,” said
Kurz.

The only senior on the varsity, Matt
Shaffer, battled injury throughout the
season but managed to place second
in the district at 152-lbs and finished
with an 11-7 record. Junior Joe
Panarese placed third in the district at
140-lbs to qualify for the regions and
finished with an 18-11 record.
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David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINGING LIKE A VINE…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, uses his entwining style to control Brearley Bear Steve Margolin.
Cannon won the Union County and District 11 titles at 152-lbs and finished 31-6 this season.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE BLUE DEVILS IN SCORING…Junior forward Tony DiIorio, No. 33, led the team in scoring with 273
points (10.9 average per game). He also led in rebounds with 112 and was second in steals with 31.
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Superbly situated in Westfield’s notable Gardens, this stately Center Hall Colonial en-
chants you with beautiful timeless details, elegance, comfort and innate charm. From the 
inviting foyer to the spacious kitchen you’ll be smitten by the many classic touches that 
pervade this home: hardwood floors, moldings, tall windows, marble floors and designer 
essentials.  A traditional color palette enriches the cordial living room, formal dining 
room and handsome fire lit family room. Enjoy the company of friends and family in the 
airy kitchen boasting numerous amenities and a breakfast area with cathedral ceiling. A 
sizable master suite with walk-in closet and full bath crowns a lovely second floor offering 
well-proportioned bedrooms and another full bath. Relaxing is maximized in either the 
comfy rec room or on the tiered deck that opens to the lovely landscaped yard. Presented 
for  $1,595,000. 
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