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Local Ladies Retreat to Parsippany Hotel
For Weekend of Merry Memory Making

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — David
Jennings was barely out of grammar
school, and the pages of his baby
book were already falling apart. A
photo of the boy’s frosting-covered
face, captured on his first birthday,
lay stuck between a plastic cover and
the yellowed pages of a scrapbook
made for him only a few years ago.

David’s mother, Marianne Jennings
of Mountainside, told The Westfield
Leader and The
Times, “I couldn’t
believe how dete-
riorated the pages
became in such a
short time.”

She added, “The
photos were actu-
ally starting to rip
as I tried to trans-
fer them out of the
album into the new
one.”

Mrs. Jennings
and dozens of
women from
Moun ta in s ide ,
Westfield and
Summit gathered
last month at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Parsippany
to spend the weekend together, pre-
serving memories and making new
ones.

Some of the ladies began the Fri-
day evening festivities with cocktails
in the hotel’s lobby; some didn’t get
to their rooms until the wee hours of
the morning. Moms gone wild? Not
exactly.

The merry band of housewives were
up bright and early the next day, ready
to compete for the title “Queen of the
Crop” at the event, which celebrates
National Scrapbooking Day.

The annual winter retreat has been
hosted for the past five years by local
consultants of the scrap-booking gi-
ant, Creative Memories. The com-
pany makes – and its consultants sell
– upscale photo albums and para-
phernalia that transform ordinary
snapshots into priceless works of art.

Scrap-booking companies such as
Creative Memories have turned this
favorite homegrown pastime into a
thriving multi-billion dollar industry.
Their products are pricey, but they are
also guaranteed to last a lifetime.

To get a discount, Mrs. Jennings
became a consultant and is now her
own best customer. For the past two
years, she has been running her own
scrap sessions in her home.

Creative Memories consultants also

promoting their products at the event
were Carolyn Williams and Susan
Caudo, both of Mountainside, and
Alexandra Queripel of Summit. All
of the home-based businesswomen
have a solid client base of local house-
wives, neighbors and friends, who
converge monthly to work on their
scrapbooks in their basements-turned-
workshops.

Why, then, a getaway? Mrs. Will-
iams told The Leader and The Times,
“The overnight retreat is a good es-

cape from our
home life, so we
can concentrate on
filling our albums
with our photos
and past memo-
ries.”

The busy
mother of two
added, “It takes a
solid break from
normal everyday
household chores
and parenting to
c o n c e n t r a t e
enough to crop and
mount hundreds of
photos that would
otherwise be lying
around in boxes.”

Susan Gallagher of Mountainside
also attended. Mrs. Gallagher com-
pleted two birthday party albums for
each of her children, amassing more
than 150 photos. The priceless keep-
sakes were journaled in Mrs.
Gallagher’s own hand and embellished
with decorative designer stickers.

For her handiwork, the new “Queen
of the Crop” was awarded an array of
new scrap-booking supplies and even
won a few door prizes throughout the
scrapbook-fest. Mrs. Gallagher noted,
“It was a very lucky evening for me.”

Getting organized is easier (and
more fun) than you might think. To
find a local consultant near you, log
onto creativememories.com. But, be-
fore you do, take note, “what happens
at scrap-booking stays at scrap-book-
ing.”

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader and The Times
PHOTOSHOP…Dozens of women
from Mountainside, Westfield and
Summit gathered last month at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Parsippany
for an overnight retreat. The women
concentrate on filling albums with pho-
tos and past memories.
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WF’s Busardo
Accepted into Forum
WESTFIELD – Lauren Busardo, a

student at Wilson Elementary School,
was accepted into the People to People
World Leadership Forum.

She will join a select group of stu-
dents in Washington, D.C., between
September 29 and October 5, to earn
high school credit while studying
leadership and exploring some of the
United States’ most prominent monu-
ments and institutions.

From Capitol Hill to the
Smithsonian Institution, Lauren will
examine the characteristics of Ameri-
can leadership during times of na-
tional challenge and prosperity.

Lauren was nominated and ac-
cepted for the honor based on her
scholastic merit, civic involvement
and leadership potential.

Service-Learning Grant
Helps Cranford School

WESTFIELD – The Walnut Av-
enue School in Cranford recently re-
ceived a $1,000 State Farm/Youth Ser-
vice America (YSA) Good Neighbor
Service-Learning Grant for its Out-
door Classroom/Gardens Program.

The grant is the second consecutive
award Walnut Avenue School has re-
ceived from Youth Service America,
and, like its multi-year grant from
Learn and Serve
America, will sup-
port student-led ef-
forts to maintain six
school gardens,
learn about the en-
vironment and
strengthen the
school’s growing
relationship with
its Cranford neigh-
bors.

“State Farm and
Youth Service
America have been
ardent supporters
of service-learn-
ing, and we thank
them for support-
ing a program
through which our
students are reach-
ing out to the com-
munity and learn-
ing, too,” Stephen
Izzo, the district’s manager of grants
and special programs, and author of
the grant application, said.

Specifically, the YSA funds will sup-
port volunteer efforts to prepare the
school’s gardens for spring planting
on Global Service Day, from April 25
to 27.

During the “Big Dig,” students,
teachers, PTA members and residents
from the Edward K. Gill and Lincoln
Avenue senior apartments spend a Sat-
urday tending to the school’s butterfly
flower garden, vegetable garden and
Japanese water garden. Members of
the community are also encouraged to
participate.

Walnut’s Outdoor Classroom/Gar-

dens Program — managed by second-
grade teacher Donna Kull since its
inception in 1994 — focuses not only
on gardening and teaching NJ Core
Curriculum Content and Workplace
Readiness Standards, but also on in-
creasing students’ connection to the
local community.

“Our students really love to visit the
seniors, and the seniors enjoy seeing

them, too. What
started off with gar-
dening has
morphed into a se-
ries of regular vis-
its to the apart-
ments, including at
Halloween, around
the winter holidays
and in the spring,”
Ms. Kull said.

Founded in
1986, Youth Ser-
vice America fo-
cuses on expand-
ing the youth ser-
vice movement in
schools, corpora-
tions and govern-
ments through edu-
cational resources
and funding.

For additional
information on
Walnut’s Outdoor

Classroom/Gardens Program,
please contact Ms. Kull at
kulldonn@cranfordschools.org or
(908) 709-6253.

For further information about grants
and special programs, please contact
Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207 or
izzo@cranfordschools.org.

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN
GROW?…Walnut Avenue School in
Cranford recently received a $1,000
State Farm/Youth Service America
Good Neighbor Service-Learning
Grant for its Outdoor Classroom/Gar-
dens Program. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Denis Dankosky, Cranford
State Farm Agent; Lawrence Feinsod,
superintendent of schools, Cranford
public school district; Stephen Izzo,
Cranford school district’s manager of
grants and special programs.

Area Students Make
Ithaca Dean’s List

AREA – The following local resi-
dents were named to the dean’s list at
Ithaca College for the fall 2007 term:

Joseph Hannon, son of Cranford
residents Joseph and Jane Hannon,
was named to the dean’s list at the
School of Health Sciences and Hu-
man Performance; Alana Murphy,
daughter of Cranford resident Kevin
Murphy, was named to the dean’s list
at the School of Health Sciences and
Human Performance; Steven
Fromtling, son of Westfield residents
Robert and Anne Fromtling, was
named to the dean’s list at the School
of Humanities and Sciences; Evan
Falk, son of Westfield residents Wil-
liam and Lauren Falk, was named to
the dean’s list at the Roy H. Park
School of Communications.

To qualify for this academic honor,
students must attain a minimum grade
point average of 3.5 and complete a
minimum of 15 credit hours, of which
at least 12 are graded.

A grade of D or F or an incomplete
in a course automatically disqualifies
a student from the dean’s list, regard-
less of the overall GPA attained that
semester.

Meurer Volunteers
During Spring Break
SCOTCH PLAINS – Julie Meurer,

daughter of Laura and Roger Meurer
of Scotch Plains, is one of 65 Hamilton
College students participating in Al-
ternative Spring Break.

Participants will perform volun-
teer work in six locations throughout
the south during Hamilton’s spring
break, from March 15 to 29.

Alternative Spring Break is in-
tended to increase students’ aware-
ness and concern of social issues while
generating a lifelong interest in com-
munity service.

Class of 1968 Celebrates
40th Reunion on May 24

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School’s Class of 1968 will celebrate
its 40th-reunion weekend on May 24
with a gala dinner dance.

The dance will take place at the
Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. and
will cost $85 per person. Passed hors
d’oeuvres are followed by a buffet
dinner and an open bar all evening.

Accomplished DJ and classmate
John Hamilton, currently residing in
Texas, will provide the music.

Many 1968 classmates were lo-
cated, but many more still need to be
notified of the reunion plans.

All members of the Class of 1968
are urged to visit the reunion’s website
at web.mac.com/rwyckoff to fill out
the online information form. E-mail
addresses and regular mail addresses

for missing classmates are always
welcome.

Those wishing to attend should send
their check for $85 per person
(spouses and other guests are more
than welcome), payable to “WHS
Class of 1968” c/o Diane Hauser
Heath, 835 O’Donnell Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076, no later than March
31. Canceled checks will function as
receipts.

GIRLS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN…Young shoppers bought books at the
McKinley Elementary School’s gently used book sale. This annual event, orga-
nized by school librarian Kathy Cook, held in conjunction with family reading
night, helped raise funds for literacy programs at McKinley and its sister school
in Harlem, N.Y. Pictured, left to right, are: shoppers Emily Kelly, Abby Jones and
Madelyn Jacobs.

ON SEUSS: PRUDENCE BY STUDENTS…Franklin School kindergarteners in
Joellen Surace’s a.m. class show off their “-at” hats, comprised of rhyming words
inspired by the Dr. Seuss book, “Green Eggs and Ham.” They also enjoyed adding
green food coloring to eggs they cooked with parents and playing other rhyming
word games, including a “Fox, Fox, Box” version of “Duck, Duck, Goose.”
Pictured, from left to right, are: Jack Harris, Rasamee Quinn, Olivia Mundy, Jack
Riley and Maxwell Switlyk.

Area Students Make
Scranton Dean’s List
AREA – Westfield’s Salvatore

Esposito and Scotch Plains’ Erin
O’Connor made The University of
Scranton 2007 fall semester dean’s
list, which recognizes students for
academic excellence.

A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better, with a mini-
mum number of credit hours, to make
the dean’s list.

WF, SP Students Make
Hartford Dean’s List
AREA – Scotch Plains student

Hayley Middleton and Westfield stu-
dent Cassandra Wright made the fall
2007 dean’s list at the University of
Hartford.
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Dr. Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

Is pleased to announce the

Grand Re-Opening

of his Dental Office at

169 Mountain Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

As a special thanks to the community
we are offering a free complimentary

new patient exam.

Call today at 908-654-0095

or log on at www.drstreko.com


