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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
STAMP OF APPROVAL…Roger Brody (above) wins the Westfield Gold Award and the “Vince” Grand Award for best
exhibit, “The Prominent American” series, at the annual Westfield Stamp Show show held in the community room of the
Westfield Municipal Building last Saturday.

LUCKY CHARM…Daniel “Danny
Boy” Stender of Westfield wears his
Leprechaun outfit. With his Irish red
hair and blue eyes, he hopes everyone
had a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

IT’S SHOW TIME...The Westfield Community Band, under the direction of Thomas Connors, will perform its third
annual Spring Concert on Sunday, April 6, at 3 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. Classic Broadway melodies will
be featured with “Salute to Richard Rodgers.” For more information, please see westfieldcommunityband.com or call
(908) 789-4080.

Three Candidates Vie For
Mountainside BOE Seats

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — PTA Presi-
dent Carolyn Williams, Lauren
Elmblad, the daughter of board mem-
ber Carmen Venes, and Cathy Jakositz,
who ran unsuccessfully for a seat on the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) in 2006, are the three candidates
vying for two seats that will open up on
the Mountainside BOE at the end of the
2008 term. Those seats currently be-
long to John Perrin, BOE President,
and Scot Worswick, who served one
three-year term; neither chose to seek
re-election.

Ms. Elmblad was raised in
Mountainside and continues to live
there, now on Stoney Brook Lane, with
her husband, Brett, and their two chil-
dren, who attend Beechwood School,
one in first grade and one in the pre-
school handicap class.

Ms. Elmblad has a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology with a minor in
Public Administration, and a master’s
degree in behavioral and organizational
psychology, both from Kean Univer-
sity. She is certified in student person-
nel services, K-8 elementary teaching
and as a substance awareness coordina-
tor.

She is a homemaker and works with
special-needs children on weekends at
The Connection for Women and Fami-
lies in Summit.

Ms. Elmblad told The Westfield
Leader that she is running primarily
because she wants to give back to her
community.

She said one of the key issues cur-
rently facing the board is finding a new
chief school administrator (CSA) who
is well-qualified, understands the dis-
trict and can keeps it moving in the right
direction.

CSA Richard O’Malley has an-
nounced his resignation, effective in
June.

Another important issue is the bud-
get, which she noted, “is a comprehen-
sive budget [that seems to have] tar-
geted every group…The budget has
been put out there, and we need to get

it passed.”
In regards to the possible merger of

towns, Ms. Elmblad said Mountainside
would prefer to remain independent,
and she doubted that merging with an-
other town would save money and that
merging was not in Mountainside’s best
interest.

“Berkeley Heights seems to have its
own problems – tension – between the
mayor and the council,” she said. The
borough’s high school students attend
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.

With regard to the effect such a merger
might have on test scores, she said, “I
think it depends on what town it is.
Berkeley Heights would probably be
fine. They have the same caliber of
residents and students. I think their test
scores would be competitive with ours,
and our test scores would be competi-
tive with theirs.”

“I want to see the high level of edu-
cation continue,” Ms. Elmblad said.
“In the past, we were in violation of
state mandates for special education,
[and now we] seem to have come into
compliance.”

Candidate Jakositz said she is run-
ning again to bring a personal approach
back to the board. Ms. Jakositz said she
believes the teachers and the BOE are at
odds, and she would like the transition
between them to be smoother for the
sake of the school children.

Ms. Jakositz is originally from Union.
She and her husband, Thomas, have
been Mountainside residents since
1995, and reside on Woodacres Drive.
They have two children, a second grader
in Beechwood School and a third grader
in Deerfield School.

Ms. Jakositz has a B.A. in teacher of
the handicapped and a M.A. in admin-
istration and supervision from Kean
University. She also has graduate de-
grees in school counseling and as a
Learning Disability Teacher Consult-
ant (LDTC), which qualifies her to
work on a child study team. She works
at the Union middle school part-time as
a special education teacher.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS BOE Awaits County
Approval of Budget

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Gene Nagel,
budget and finance chairman of the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE), said at its March 11 meeting,
that the board is still awaiting ap-
proval of its $14,830,640 budget,
$12,596,121 or 85 percent of which
would be raised in local school taxes.
Union County Executive Superinten-
dent of Schools Carmen Centuolo
has not yet announced her decision.

The board is scheduled to present
the budget to the public on Tuesday,
March 25, at its regular meeting. BOE
President John Perrin said that the
public did not attend the last budget
presentation, perhaps because
Mountainside has supported the bud-
get in recent years, he said. Mr. Perrin
said he hoped residents would attend
the meeting on March 25 and ask
questions.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the appointment of a staff
accountant, Leonard Ho, to serve
March 12 through June 30 of this
year. He will receive a pro-rated sal-
ary of $55,000.

The board approved a contract with
PMK Group, Inc. of Cranford for
$3,200 to develop indoor air quality
plans for Beechwood and Deerfield
Schools.

Mr. Nagel told The Westfield Leader
that the contract with PMK is in re-
sponse to recent revisions to the New
Jersey PEOSH Indoor Air Quality
Standard, and not due to any current
air quality problems in the district.

The public will have an opportu-
nity to meet BOE candidates, PTA
President Carolyn Williams, Lauren
Emblad, daughter of board member
Carmen Venes, and Cathy Jakositz on
March 26 during “Candidate’s Night”
at Beechwood School, sponsored by
the Mountainside PTA and the Union
County League of Women Voters.

 They are vying for the two open
seats on the board. Incumbents John
Perrin and Scot Worswick are not
seeking reelection.

Mr. Perrin announced that April 15
is “vote day” for the district budget
and for the BOE candidates. Polls are
open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mr. Perrin said that the renova-
tions at the Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights
auditorium “are looking extraordi-
nary,” but are behind schedule and
are likely to impact the spring per-
formances.

Board Vice President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said the performances
would be held at Chatham High
School.

Officials said the Teen Arts exhibit
is on display Friday, March 28 and
Saturday, March 29.

Majority of Mayors Say Merging
Leads to Loss of ID, Higher Taxes

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN, RAYNOR
DENITZIO and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Finding ways to raise rev-
enues without compromising services
to citizens is the preferred option for
the mayors of Fanwood,  Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Garwood, where
state aid is being threatened under Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s budget proposal to
cut or eliminate funding to small towns,
officials told The Westfield Leader this
week.

“We have to recognize the gap with
less state aid,” Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said. “How can we still bring
services to our residents for a better
price?”

“I don’t want to lose the character of
Fanwood. It’s why I moved here,” she
added. “We have to look at how we can
maintain services to keep it affordable
for our citizens.”

The sentiment is echoed by Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy. He said there
aren’t a lot of ways to save money since
Garwood already is careful in how it
spends money because of its size.

“We are having brainstorming ses-
sions with surrounding towns to see
how we can get creative in sharing
services,” he said.

He added that merging with a neigh-
boring community “hasn’t been a topic
of conversation.”

As reported here last week, Garwood
would lose $393,138 in state aid.
Mountainside stands to see a reduction

of $249,939 in municipal funding.
Fanwood would lose $186,669, with
Scotch Plains seeing a $271,429  re-
duction in state aid.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said he feels that many resi-
dents like living in a small town and
would not want to be part of a larger
municipality.

Mayors and council members of all
four towns reiterated the fact that they
already share services in many areas.

Fanwood and neighboring Scotch

Plains already share a school system.
They also share many other services,
including the tax assessor. The two
towns also have combined volunteer
fire departments and first aid squads.

“[Elected] municipal officials receive
zero compensation,” Mayor Mahr
added. “We have no health care ben-
efits or pensions.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
called a merger with Fanwood “really
premature.” He said there are “a lot of
difficulties involved” in a merger —
“logistical, legal and emotional” —
and that “we need to tread carefully.”

Mayor Marks said he believes that as
the governing bodies in towns like
Scotch Plains and Fanwood “get deeper
into their budget discussions this year,
the thought of consolidating more ser-
vices will become more earnest.”

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said he thinks “any
shared service initiative that Fanwood
might approach us about, the township
council would objectively study it. They
wouldn’t say yes or no without objec-
tively studying it.”

He said one potential legal drawback
to any outright merger between the two
towns is that, unlike Scotch Plains,
“Fanwood doesn’t operate under the
rules and regulations of civil service,”
meaning that personnel decisions on
matters, such as hiring and promotions,
don’t have to be made in accordance
with state department of personnel
guidelines.

Mr. Atkins offered one specific ex-
ample of where a merger would require
significant changes in operations,
namely the police departments of the
two towns.

“Do we become a department that’s
under the regulations of the personnel
department or do we not?” This would
be important, he said, because it “re-
lates to how appointments and promo-
tions are made.”

Mountainside, Garwood and
Fanwood are members of a regional
board of health run by Westfield, along
with Roselle Park, New Providence,
Summit and Springfield. Mountainside
also shares the welfare director with
Westfield and has a shared tax collec-
tor.

Mountainside also has part-time en-
gineers and building inspectors and
share equipment rentals with Union
County. High school students from
Mountainside go to Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights.

“We have been sharing services with
Union County for the last three years,”
Mountainside’s Mayor Viglianti said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW BOE Approves Student
Calendar for 2008-2009 Year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education approved the 2008-2009
academic calendar for students during
its meeting on Tuesday night. Due to
ongoing negotiations, the board did not
address the calendar for staff members.

The student calendar calls for 183 in-
session days, with winter break sched-
uled from December 24 until January
2 and spring break from April 10 until
April 17.

Although the staff calendar has not
been discussed, Board President Adele
Lewis said that the board wanted to set
the schedule for students since many
parents plan vacations in advance.

“This is the part that we know will
stay in place,” said Ms Lewis. “We
hope the staff portion of the calendar
will follow shortly.”

Along with other borough depart-
ments, the board of education is look-
ing for ways to reduce costs through
shared services. With Garwood’s mu-
nicipal state aid potentially being halved
due to state budget cuts, the borough
council is requesting that departments
look for ways to share services with

other municipalities.
Santo Villaraut, the board of

education’s representative to the bor-
ough council, said that he met with
council members to “come up with
some ideas for shared services.” Mr.
Villaraut said this essentially was a
brainstorming session and that addi-
tional meetings will be held to discuss
their ideas.

The board also sent a measure re-
garding commencement activities back
to committee after a vote on its second
reading split four-to-four. As the rule
stands now, current board members are
allowed to present diplomas to their
own children during commencement.
The new measure would have extended
the privilege to former board members,
as well. Some board members felt that
expanding this practice could create
more confusion during graduation and
ultimately draw attention away from
the students.

“At least with nine sitting board mem-
bers, you know the max you’re looking
at is nine,” said Ms. Lewis.

The measure will return to commit-
tee and be addressed at a later meeting.

Caruana: State has Forced
WF to ‘Reinvent,’ Downsize

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – First Ward Council-
man and Finance Policy Committee
Chairman Sal Caruana delivered a de-
tailed municipal budget preview Tues-
day night during which he spoke about
how Governor Jon Corzine’s fiscal
“scheme” has caused the town to “rein-
vent” itself. While cautioning that fig-
ures used in his report were prelimi-
nary, Mr. Caruana said that to budget
for the expected level of expenses,
Westfield would have to “downsize”
and look for new revenue streams.

Mr. Caruana said – after combining
a $150,000 revenue loss, which factors
in the state aid drop, with $805,000 in
mandated costs (library, Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority) and $550,000
in salaries and wages (collective-bar-
gaining agreements) – the town “is
starting with a $1.5-million budget defi-
cit.”

Westfield, which sported a $36-mil-
lion budget in 2007, has a $3.89-mil-
lion surplus with which to work; how-
ever, because it does not want to deplete
the entire amount, the town envisions
using $3.2 million and borrowing $1.5
million out of its sale of assets account,
according to Mr. Caruana.

Reached after the meeting, Mr.

Caruana explained that there are “fi-
nite” assets in the town. When Westfield
sells off these “tangible assets,” such as
land or buildings, the proceeds received
go into the surplus. Mr. Caruana said
the state’s Green Acres program stipu-
lates that towns cannot sell off certain
assets, including parks and recreation
areas. What is left, after the Green
Acres restrictions, is land with “limited
value and limited market ability,” which
the town refers to as its “odd-lot inven-
tory.”

The town has not dipped into its sale
of assets account since 2004, according
to Town Administrator Jim Gildea.

Mr. Caruana said, under the man-
dated 4-percent cap, Westfield’s tax
levy could increase $797,000 over last
year. In addition to the tax increase, the
town would incur $1.2 million in “pass
throughs,” which include pension and
health-care costs, as well as debt ser-

vice and capital-improvement monies.
Between the tax increase and “pass
throughs,” the town would be hit with a
$2-million increase.

Mr. Caruana warned that the town
could see, at maximum, a 10-percent
municipal tax increase. As a result, he
said the town would have to cut costs
and services, as well as raise revenue
sources to “replenish” the surplus. He
said the prevailing taxation system acts
as “a disincentive to well-managed com-
munities” such as Westfield.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “The state is crushing
municipalities and passing the costs on
to them.”

He remained steadfast that “cuts are
going to happen.”

Third Ward Councilman David Haas
said, “If we don’t make changes, we’ll
be in worse shape next year.”

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/ County of Union
EMERALD DELIGHT…The Army band from Ireland marches in the St.
Patrick’s Day parade in Union Township last Saturday to the delight of all who
are Irish that day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Happy Easter
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POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FIRE WAS FAST ON ITS FEET…A fire on Monday destroyed a shoe store
behind Cranford Corner on Centennial Avenue in Cranford. The Elizabeth and
Westfield fire departments came to assist Cranford’s fire department at the scene,
while Plainfield’s fire department covered Cranford Township during the blaze.

THE LAW FIRM 

OF  

DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C. 

 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED THE DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST WEEK AT 

THE WESTWOOD IN GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY. 

 

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD OUTHWAITE, ESQ. AND 

KRISTIN M. CAPALBO, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED. 

 

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND 

MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE. 

 

AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST, ADDITIONAL 

DIVORCE SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN THE FUTURE.  ALL 

DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION. 

 

IF  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH  

TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, 

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200 

of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released after posting
bail, authorities said.

Sunday, March 16, David Butler,
47, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released after posting bail, po-
lice said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 11, a Route 22 auto-

mobile dealership told authorities that
several customers had reported items
having been taken from their vehicles
while inside the dealership. According
to police, the approximate value of the
items taken is $600.

Tuesday, March 11, a resident of
Saddlebrook Road reported that some-
one threw eggs at her driveway, hitting
her motor vehicle. According to police,
a similar incident occurred a month ago
but was not reported.

Wednesday, March 12, Jasper McIn-
tosh, 37, of Plainfield was picked up at
the Bridgewater Police Department and
transported to police headquarters where
he was charged with an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $165.

Thursday, March 13, Ali
Muhaammad, 41, of Irvington was
picked up at the Union Police Depart-
ment and transported to police head-
quarters where he was charged with an
outstanding warrant in the amount of
$576.

Friday, March 14, David Hyslip, 18,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Friday, March 14, Brandon West, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
According to police, West fled the scene
of an earlier attempt by officers to stop
his vehicle and was later apprehended
by Westfield police after Mountainside
police put out an alert to stop and hold
the vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, a patron at a Route
22 theater reported that when he re-
turned to his motor vehicle, someone
had damaged the driver side door lock
and all four windows were down.

Sunday, March 16, Paul Kyser, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
officers observed him making an un-
safe lane change and pulled over his
vehicle. According to police, Kyser also
was observed refusing to move right
and stop for an emergency vehicle.

Fanwood
Thursday, March 13, Felicia S.

McQueen-Brown, 39, of Scotch Plains
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing Piscataway warrant. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
turned over to the Piscataway Police
Department.

Thursday, March 13, Albert Everett,
Jr., 63, of South Plainfield was arrested on
a South Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According
to police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, March 13, Gaston Celi,
25, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an Elizabeth warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, March 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that someone removed
his wallet from his motor vehicle while
it was parked on South Avenue between
the hours of noon and 3 p.m.

Sunday, March 16, Pamela S. Dunn,
53, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, an employee of a
South Avenue business reported that
someone removed her purse from her
locked motor vehicle between the hours
of 5:30 and 6:30 a.m.

Monday, March 17, Decarlo L.
Johnson, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Woodbridge war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, March 17, Taimir J. Hanks,
20, of Linden was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on La Grande Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, March 17, Jenna Leo, 39,
of Edison was arrested and charged
with one count of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue. According to
police, she is being held in lieu of
$11,000 bail.

Westfield
Thursday, March 6, following a mo-

tor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Virginia Street, Veron Thornhill, 38, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Watchung traffic warrant,
with bail of $1,000, and an outstanding
Jersey City criminal warrant, with bail
of $2,500. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, March 7, James O’Donnell,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) at Lamberts Mill and Willow
Grove Roads. He also was charged with
refusing to provide breath samples.
O’Donnell was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Thursday, March 13, Taufeeq
Muhammad, 27, of East Orange was
arrested on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant after a motor vehicle stop at
Central and Myrtle Avenues. He was
released after posting $350 bail.

Friday, March 14, William Risberg,
Jr., 54, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Cowperthwaite
Place. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, March 14, Alice Matthaei,
41, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Benson Place and Coolidge
Street. She was released on her own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a disturbance at Clover Street
and Summit Avenue, police arrested
James Schoenknecht, Jr., 20, of
Mountainside on a charge of DWI and
traffic warrants out of Springfield and
Mountainside, with bail amounts of
$1,000 and $120, respectively. He
posted bail on both warrants and was
released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 15, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Luis Guzman, 24, of Elizabeth was
arrested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released after being issued four sum-
monses.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a suspicious motor vehicle, po-
lice arrested Jonathan Sheflin, 18, of
Westfield and charged him with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (codeine) on the 700 block of
Norman Place. He was issued a sum-
mons and released.

Saturday, March 15, Anthony D.
Burton, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Pearl Street on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union
and Newark, with bail amounts of $80
and $125, respectively. He posted bail
on the Union warrant and was released
on his own recognizance on the New-
ark warrant.

Sunday, March 16, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
Ross Place and South Avenue, West,
Diane Scott, 43, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI. She was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, March 16, Tyler Greenfield,
19, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central and North
Avenues and charged with DWI. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 16, Joseph
McClintock, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on the 1100 block of South
Avenue, West, on a Newark traffic
warrant. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting $112
bail.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, March 15, a resident of

Valley Road reported that someone
spray-painted the side of his house.

Saturday, March 15, Suburah
Goldston, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
being stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released after posting bail, police
said.

Saturday, March 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone
obtained his credit card number and
made unauthorized purchases worth
approximately $300.

Sunday, March 16, a patron of an
area golf course reported that someone
removed his golf clubs, valued at $2,000,
from the parking lot when he went to
get his motor vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, Tiffany Bowen,
31, and Jabbary Figgs, 35, both of
Plainfield, were arrested for allegedly
shoplifting approximately $300 worth
of medicine from a Park Avenue store.
According to police, both were trans-
ported to police headquarters where
they were processed and released after
posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, Jason Wright, 24,

Youths Are Charged
In Graffiti Incidents

GARWOOD – Garwood police have
confirmed that two male juveniles were
charged this week in connection with
the defacing of a borough Little League
field during October. Additionally, one
of the youths allegedly was involved in
a similar incident in Westfield in De-
cember, authorities said.

The juveniles, ages 15 and 16, are
both Cranford residents. Investigating
Officer Captain Leonard DiStefano
charged the pair with criminal mischief
for allegedly defacing the Little League
field on the 100 block of Myrtle Avenue
with graffiti.

On October 31, the Garwood Little
League field house, dugouts, pavilion
picnic area and playground equipment
were heavily vandalized with graffiti in
the form of spray paint. The investiga-
tion concluded with the arrest of the
two suspects, who were released to
their parents pending Family Court
appearances.

The 15-year-old also allegedly was
involved in an incident at a business on
the 100 block of North Avenue in
Westfield, in which the building façade
was defaced with graffiti. He was re-
ferred to Family Court.

According to authorities, the 15-year-
old youth admitted to tagging the prop-
erty on North Avenue, acting alone.
The other juvenile was not involved,
authorities said.

Ms. Jakositz said the key issues are
special education and salaries. “The
salary increase in the administration
has been astronomical over the last
three years,” she said.

She also said she is not an activist on
the state’s pressure to merge towns.

Ms. Williams, her husband, Craig,
and two children, Caitlyn, a ninth grader,
and Connor, a fifth grader, have lived
on Knollwood Road for the past five
years. She home-schooled her children
until four years ago, when she put them
both in Mountainside’s public school
system.

Ms. Williams was raised in Port-
land, Ore. and is originally from Syra-
cuse, N.Y. She attended the Univer-
sity of Oregon, Portland State and
Miracosta College in San Diego, Ca-
lif. She studied early elementary edu-
cation and worked in a pre-school in
San Diego.

She said issues in the campaign are
having the BOE pass a budget that is
“fiscally responsible,” that the teach-
ers, the board and the schools maintain

good relationships, and continuing the
improvement of student test scores,
which she said has progressed over the
last three years.

Ms. Williams said it would not be in
the best interest of Mountainside to
consolidate education resources with
nearby towns. She said the borough has
low taxes, good test scores and high
property values.

She said a merger might lead to the
cutting of the CSA position and may
also require adding an overseer posi-
tion to the budget. She said she does not
“see it saving any money in the long
run.”

Ms. Williams said Mountainside is
“a great town. The people are great, the
town is great, everybody knows every-
body, and it has a family feel to it that is
good for the children.” If elected to the
BOE, she said she would come “with-
out any agenda, [would] listen, learn,
see things as a whole and not be quick
to judge.”

All three candidates will be presented
to the public at the next Mountainside
BOE meeting on Tuesday, March 25.

“We’ve been sharing with Scotch
Plains. We’ve been sharing with
Westfield. It’s not new to us.”

“It’s (merging) a joke. There’s no
savings in it for Mountainside. All
we would do is lose our identity and
get higher taxes,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

Garwood Mayor McCarthy said
small towns already are fiscally con-
servative.

“If anyone runs a tight ship, it’s
the small municipalities,” Mayor
McCarthy said. “Because of our size,
it forces us to be careful with how we
spend and budget our money. I think
they are going after the wrong
people.”

Donna Dolce, a Fanwood council-
woman, said that mergers do not
necessarily reduce costs. “Even if
we were to merge, I sincerely doubt
there would be a reduction in per-
sonnel but, rather, a reallocation of
human resources that would now be
in demand,” she said.

Fred Tomkins, Fanwood’s chief
financial officer, said that the
borough’s budget is flat as far as
appropriations are concerned, but the
levy is up 29 percent because of
revenue loss.

“We’ve cut everything we could
without cutting services,” he said.

Garwood Council President
Kathleen Villaggio said the borough
needs to wait and see what happens
with the Governor’s final budget,
which isn’t due until June 30.

As New Jersey League of Munici-
palities Executive Director William
Dressel said in an interview last
week, everything will be done to
restore the funding to municipalities.

“What would Fanwood receive in
return for merging with Scotch
Plains?” Fanwood resident Rosemarie
McCallion asked. “Trenton will prom-
ise savings, but given their track
record, it probably won’t happen.
Fanwood would end up losing its
unique identity for very little gain.”

The board is also continuing its search
for a new superintendent. With the term
of acting superintendent Teresa Quigley
set to expire on May 15, a new or
interim replacement must be named by
that date. Ms. Lewis said that the board
is reviewing applications and expects
to name a new superintendent over the
course of the next month.

The Garwood Board of Education
will hold a budget meeting this evening,
Thursday, March 20, at the Washington
School starting at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Unlike other communities, filing a
hardship waiver with the state is not a
possibility for Westfield, officials said.

While cautioning that the committee
is in “the seventh inning” of budget
talks, and that nothing is final, Mr.
Caruana said the difficulty on the ap-
propriation side of the budget would
have “dire implications for the capital
side of our budget.”

Earlier in the month, Second Ward
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan attended
the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties state budget briefing on the Con-
solidated Municipal Property Tax Re-
lief Act (CMPTRA). She said town
representatives at the briefing voiced
their concerns over how cuts in munici-
pal aid “will negatively impact their
towns.”

She said the general theme was the
same – “frustration over the fact that
towns are being forced to propose bud-
gets with little to no municipal aid left
to assist in bare-bones budgets. We are
to [skimp] where there is no room to do
so without cutting services or reducing
headcount.”

After budget discussion on Tuesday,
Ms. Neylan said the town is being
“penalized” for its fiscal prudence.

Reached after the meeting, Mr.
Caruana said the town would have to
“reexamine” its fee structure, identify
new sources of revenue, turn to more
“user-based” revenue streams and cut
expenses.

He said instead of the state being
forced to scale back, the current system
is “forcing municipal governments to
downsize.”

Repeating a quote from his latest
budget memo to the newspaper, he
said, “The physician has to heal him-
self.”

Under Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst’s Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee report, he said the com-
ment period on the Land Use Task
Force’s findings had expired, and the
report “stands as is.” A straw poll of
council members moved to advance
the six ordinance changes the task force
had recommended when addressing the
issue of over-development.

Mr. Foerst also reported on a Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) pre-
sentation, delivered recently by Joe
Doria, commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs. COAH’s
“third round rules,” being discussed
presently, change how a community’s
affordable-housing obligation is calcu-
lated. Mr. Foerst said the council’s cur-
rent practice of providing one afford-
able-housing unit for every eight new
residential units would be roughly “50
percent under” the new rules, which
would mandate a ratio closer to one
affordable unit for every four new ones.

He said COAH has “gone so far” as
to take the “grass strip” down the Gar-
den State Parkway and calculate that
into what it considers to be “develop-
able property” when computing towns’
affordable obligations.

Mr. Foerst said, “Basically, if you
were to figure out what our (Westfield’s)
COAH obligation is, [you would] put
your house on the market tomorrow
because you’re not going to want to live
here any longer if this thing goes
through.” He later added, “It’s pretty
dreary…We all know COAH is hor-
rible, in terms of its application. Cer-
tainly, it’s a noble cause.”

Under Mr. Ciarrocca’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee report, he said “consensuses” had

been reached on two traffic hot spots
discussed last year.

He said the stop sign at the intersec-
tion of Summit Avenue and Summit
Court would be switched in order to
stop traffic on Summit Avenue before
turning, instead of vice versa. The area
will also be home to a “neighborhood
roundabout,” which serves as a traffic-
calming device, at the corner of Sum-
mit Court and Arthur Place. The town
has also requested a traffic light at the
intersection of Lamberts Mill Road and
Rahway Avenue, next to St. Helen’s
Church and Houlihan Field.

Also, two areas of Boulevard will be
addressed. A four-way stop sign will be
placed at Boulevard and Park Avenue,
and turns will be restricted at the corner
of Boulevard and South Avenue. Cars
will only be able to make right-hand
turns onto South Avenue from Boule-
vard. Also, cars exiting the train station
will be prohibited from traveling straight
onto Boulevard or turning left. All traf-
fic must flow westbound on South Av-
enue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Fire Dept. Responds
To Fire on Boynton

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An occupant of a
Westfield senior housing facility was
transported to a hospital after a fire at
the building Tuesday night.

Westfield Fire Department person-
nel were dispatched to the facility, lo-
cated at 1129 Boynton Avenue, at 7:40
p.m. after the fire was reported.

Reached Tuesday morning, Fire
Chief Dan Kelly said the fire was “ac-
cidental in nature.”

The fire department also received a
central station alarm, caused by the
sprinkler system going off at the facil-
ity.

Firefighters arrived to find a smoke
condition on the second and third floors
of the East wing of the building.

The sprinkler system had contained
the fire to the one “room of origin,” and
firefighters ventilated the second and
third floors to remove the smoke from
the building.

One occupant was transported to
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital in
Rahway for “precautionary reasons.”

The Westfield Red Cross relocated a
second occupant, whose apartment was
directly under the “room of origin” and
sustained water damage, to a local ho-
tel.

Also, some residents were moved to
multi-purpose rooms on the first floor.

Chief Kelly said, “The sprinkler sys-
tem proved it was a true life-saving
mechanism.”

Michael Pollack contributed to the
report.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IN GOOD COMPANY...Frank Isoldi is a hit with the ladies recently at the Westfield
GOP cocktail party in the Ward Mansion. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield
Chamber of Commerce Director Naomi McElynn, Jayne Bernstein and Mr. Isoldi.

MS to Delay Introduction
Of Municipal Budget

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During Tues-
day night’s council meeting, borough
officials passed a resolution for a late
introduction of their 2008 municipal
budget, which has yet to be intro-
duced.

“I don’t know when the final num-
bers will be in. It should be ready by
April, but it can go into May or June,”
Mayor Robert Viglianti said.

The borough will have to reduce
certain expenses by 5 percent. Expenses
such as gas, electric and planning board
expenses will have to increase, officials
said. The borough is appointing Philip
Caton, a member of the Clarke Caton
Hintz firm, as the borough’s planning
consultant.

“If we cut into our surplus it’s going
to come back to bite us,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

The estimate the borough has so far
is with the reduction of state aid. “At
over $700,000, we can’t meet our cap,”
Mayor Viglianti said.

Last year’s municipal budget was
$10 million, of which $5.8 million
was raised through local property
taxes, representing a 9.4 percent in-
crease over 2006 in taxes and a 5.3
percent hike in overall spending.

According to Mayor Viglianti, the
borough will not gain a lot of revenue
via income for 2008. “This is going to
be a very tight year,” he said.

In other business, Union County
Watchdog Association President Tina
Renna asked officials to start obtain-
ing tapes of the Union County free-
holder meetings to air on
Mountainside’s Channel 35.

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation is a non-profit organization
that monitors the activity of county
government. In 2006, they began pur-
chasing tapes of the freeholder meet-

ings to broadcast on their website.
 “In 2006, the county spent $110,000

on new equipment,” Ms. Renna said.
“The county said they needed the money
to start broadcasting their freeholder
meetings.”

According to Ms. Renna, the county
never aired the meetings.

“Through the Open Public Records
Act (OPRA), if you ask them for the
tapes, they should provide them,” Ms.
Renna said.

“When people get upset about poli-
tics, they don’t think about the county,”
Ms. Renna said. “We have to hold all
government accountable.”

In other council business, the bid for
the borough’s 2005 Crown Victoria
surplus police vehicle was awarded to
Grace Quality Used Cars, Inc. of
Morrisville, Pa.

In October, the borough sold the
tax sales certificate for the property
known as 1530 Long Meadow Drive,
to Phoenix Funding, Inc. for $20,891.
A month later, the borough received a
letter from attorney Allen Gorski,
advising the borough that the prop-
erty owner, Vaughn Morris, had filed
for chapter 13 bankruptcy that Sep-
tember.

Officials said the borough did not
receive notice of the bankruptcy fil-
ing, nor was the borough listed as a
creditor on the bankruptcy petition
for the unpaid 2006 property taxes.

As a result, the borough will have to
refund Phoenix Funding, Inc. for the
purchase of the certificate, officials said.

Four ordinances were heard on sec-
ond reading, including the ordinance to
appropriate $175,000 for the resurfac-
ing of Blazo Terrace and Iris Drive and
the appropriation of $55,000 to en-
hance the toddler playground equip-
ment at Deerfield Elementary School,
with $30,000 to be reimbursed from a
county grant.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HEALTHY MEETING...The Fanwood Rescue Squad’s corroded, 30-year-old
flagpole is being replaced this week by Scouts of Troop 104, led by Eagle Scout
candidate Courtney Slaten, who is also a member of the squad. Pictured is the
old flagpole after it was removed last weekend. The new pole will stand a few feet
away, surrounded by new pavers.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON A ROLL...The Easter Bunny encourages children to gather eggs at the annual Easter Egg Hunt in Scotch Plains last
Sunday. The event was moved indoors to Park Middle School due to inclement weather.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPER SCIENCE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Superintendent Margaret
Hayes enjoys the work of a student during the Science Fair at Park Middle School
last Friday.

FW Prepares to Apply
For Extraordinary Aid

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In light of Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s recently announced
plan to significantly reduce state fund-
ing to municipalities, with the largest
reductions targeting small towns with
a population of less than 10,000, like
Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr said
in a phone interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Fanwood
will apply for extraordinary aid, which
must be dedicated to reducing the
municipal tax levy.

For the past few years, the borough
has successfully applied for extraor-
dinary aid. The council wants to in-
troduce the spending plan before early
April in order to preserve the option
of applying for “extraordinary mu-
nicipal aid” from the state.

The borough’s proposed municipal
budget is expected to call for a mu-
nicipal spending increase of one-half
of one percent over last year’s $8.3-
million municipal budget, which in-
cluded nearly $4.6 million to be sup-
ported by taxes.

The borough, earlier this month,
was told by the state to expect a 17
percent reduction in funding, amount-
ing to nearly $187,000.

“It’s sobering to look at such a
bleak picture,” said Mayor Mahr, not-
ing that this comes during a year
when the borough’s pension obliga-
tions increased 65 percent, revenues
are down, and other mandated costs
have gone up.

Fred Tomkins, the borough’s chief
financial officer, in a phone interview
with The Times, said Fanwood’s bud-
get scenario is “about as grim as it
gets.”

“We did more than hold the line,”
said Mr. Tomkins. “We did the best
we could on the spending side, but we
have to do more.”

Mr. Tomkins said that will likely
require “changing services, or com-
bining services,” with other towns.

“I think between now and July,
even if we wind up getting extraordi-
nary aid, we’ll have come up with

some specific things that we can do,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

Mayor Mahr yesterday was ex-
pected to travel to Trenton and testify
before the Assembly Budget Com-
mittee, speaking not only in her ca-
pacity as a small-town mayor, but
also as this year’s president of the
New Jersey Conference of Mayors.

“The message [to the state] is that
you have come at [small towns] when
we’re in the middle of budget sea-
son,” Mayor Mahr said.

“There is a tremendous amount of
anxiety, frustration and anger [among
small town governments],” she said,
referencing the municipal funding
cuts.

At last week’s regular, monthly
borough council meeting, the gov-
erning body approved a resolution
“opposing the failure of the
Governor’s proposed 2008-2009 Fis-
cal Year state budget to treat property
tax relief as our priority,” hoping to
get the state to restore funding or at
least phase-in aid reductions.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance giving the borough the option
to exceed its state-mandated 2.5 per-
cent municipal property tax increase
“cap.”

Mayor Mahr also said she would like
to hold a “town hall” style meeting in
April to get some ideas from residents
on how the borough should proceed in
the time between the budget’s intro-
duction and its adoption.

“Government works best when
there is open and transparent com-
munication; it’s my responsibility as
mayor, and it’s the responsibility of
the governing body, to work on a
budget that our residents can swal-
low,” Mayor Mahr said. “And right
now we’re introducing a budget that
we don’t like.”

The mayor has said the borough
will hold a public hearing before
adopting a final municipal budget in
late-June or early-July, after getting
official word from the state about
extraordinary aid.

Street Furniture Design
Approved by Planning Bd.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning and zoning board of adjust-
ment approved a recommendation
made by the board’s street furniture
committee regarding design choices
for benches and trash receptacles for
the downtown at its monthly agenda
meeting on Monday night.

The street furniture will be pur-
chased by the developers of the
Goddard School and Town Bank as
a requirement of their site approval,
and will be placed in front of the
new buildings on South Avenue,
officials said. Future developers
may also be required to purchase
street furniture as a condition of
their site approvals.

Peter Sayles, chairman of the street
furniture committee, presented the
design options for street furniture to
the board from the choices he re-
searched on websites. The design
chosen by Mr. Sayles will closely
match existing benches and
streetlights already in place through-
out the borough, he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. The new
benches and trash receptacles are
made by the same company as the
existing benches, Victor-Stanley in
Maryland, and can be seen on its
website at VictorStanley.com.

Each receptacle will cost the devel-
oper approximately $936 and has an
attached cover which will prohibit an

overflow of trash from spilling out,
Mr. Sayles told the board. They are
made to be very durable and mainte-
nance-friendly. The benches come in
a variety of sizes and prices, ranging
from $948 for the four-foot bench to
$1,072 for an eight-foot bench.

They are made of steel and re-
cycled-plastic slats, which look like
wood and have a Victorian style. This
particular design will be a require-
ment of future developers for certain
sites, in order to keep the look of the
downtown consistent and appealing,
Mr. Sayles said. Complimentary
tables and backless benches are also
available should the borough require
them or choose to place them in parks
throughout the borough.

The board decided to forward the
motion approving the furniture rec-
ommendation to the borough council
for its input and approval.

There will be three hearings at the
next regular meeting of the planning
board, including a conditional use
application for 157 Westfield Road
and bulk variances at 2 Byron Lane
and 106 Hunter Avenue. A subdivi-
sion hearing with several variances
for a single-family house on St. John,
behind a property at 85 Woodland
Avenue has been carried to the
Wednesday, April 23 meeting.

The next regular meeting of the
board is on Wednesday, March 26, at
the borough hall council chambers at
7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor and Councilman Glover Clash
As Council Begins Budget Meetings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Facing a
potentially large cut in state aid and
significant reductions in other rev-
enue sources, the township council
on Tuesday held its first meeting on
the 2008 municipal budget, a session
dominated by sharp exchanges be-
tween Republican council members
and Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover.

At the end of the hour-long meet-
ing, Mayor Martin Marks asked that
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
meet with department heads to dis-
cuss how appropriations this year
could be cut 5 to 10 percent. Earlier,
Mr. Atkins provided an overview of
the $24.9 million budget he pro-
posed last month, a spending plan
that is $1.4 million higher than last
year.

He said if no changes are made to
appropriations, and revenues this year
are the same as in 2007, municipal
property taxes would rise 13.6 points
(one point in Scotch Plains equals
$99,505). However, with state aid
possibly being cut by $271,429, con-
struction code revenues down
$100,000 from last year and invest-
ment income declining by as much as
$200,000, another six points would
be added to the 13.6-point figure.
Thus, taxes could rise between $1.4
and $2 million this year for municipal
services.

In addition to spending cuts, Mr.
Atkins told the council that increas-
ing projections for other revenue
sources, such as the fund for delin-
quent taxes and court revenue, could
offset some of the tax burden. The
council also faces a new state-or-

dered tax levy cap of four points. But
he called the 2008 financial picture
“a little worse than I expected.”

As was the case during last year’s
budget discussions, Mayor Marks and
Councilman Glover argued — some-
times loudly — about spending and
tax priorities, and, in particular, about
Mr. Glover’s letter last week to local
newspapers, in which he wrote that
“had [the mayor] listened to me last
year, we could have lowered taxes
without any harm to the financial
health of the township.”

A year ago, Mr. Glover voted

against the budget, saying he favored
using more expansive revenue pro-
jections and more of the township
surplus to lower the property tax in-
crease to two points from the five-
point increase that was ultimately
approved. Mr. Atkins said, on Tues-
day, that such a move would have
reduced this year’s $3.4 million sur-
plus by $300,000.

Mayor Marks twice told Mr. Glover
that if his comments to the newspa-
pers were the result of him not under-
standing the municipal budgeting pro-
cess, he would have to be described
as “misguided and inaccurate.

“If you do understand it,” the mayor
said, “then you are a liar.” Mr. Glover

then called the mayor “incompetent
when it comes to financial matters.”

“If I am incompetent, then I am in
good company,” the mayor responded,
listing Democrat Jeffrey Strauss and
Republicans Paulette Coronato and
Nancy Malool — who all voted with
the mayor to approve last year’s bud-
get — as well as Mr. Atkins, Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski and
the township’s auditors as having
“wholeheartedly backed” last year’s
tax and spending plan.

Earlier, Mr. Glover criticized Coun-
cilwoman Coronato for having

“painted a pretty gloom and doom
picture” during last year’s budget
talks, specifically about the effect of
the sub-prime housing slump on the
township’s finances. “I like to look at
things better,” he said. “The world
didn’t come to an end” last year.
“This country will get better.”

The mayor said the sub-prime mort-
gage woes have been “a contributing
factor to the overall economic down-
turn,” and called Ms. Coronato’s
words last year “right on target.”  Ms.
Coronato, meanwhile, said several
times that the council needed to be
“careful with our surplus” during the
present economic downturn.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOT RUNNING...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School field is closed await-
ing construction of the turf field addition. Neighboring towns of Plainfield,
Kenilworth and Cranford are helping by providing facilities for the track team to
practice.
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney
EMERALD DAY DELIGHT…The Army band from Ireland marches in the St.
Patrick’s Day parade in Union Township last Saturday to the delight of all who
are Irish that day.

Happy EasterHappy EasterHappy EasterHappy EasterHappy Easter

Majority of Mayors Say Merging
Leads to Loss of ID, Higher Taxes

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN, RAYNOR
DENITZIO and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Finding ways to raise
revenues without compromising ser-
vices to citizens is the preferred op-
tion for the mayors of Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside and
Garwood, where state aid is being
threatened under Governor Jon
Corzine’s budget proposal to cut or

eliminate funding to small towns, of-
ficials told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week.

“We have to recognize the gap with
less state aid,” Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said. “How can we still
bring services to our residents for a
better price?”

“I don’t want to lose the character
of Fanwood. It’s why I moved here,”
she added. “We have to look at how

we can maintain services to keep it
affordable for our citizens.”

The sentiment is echoed by
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy.
He said there aren’t a lot of ways to
save money since Garwood already is
careful in how it spends money be-
cause of its size.

“We are having brainstorming ses-
sions with surrounding towns to see
how we can get creative in sharing
services,” he said.

He added that merging with a neigh-
boring community “hasn’t been a
topic of conversation.”

As reported here last week,
Garwood would lose $393,138 in state
aid. Mountainside stands to see a
reduction of $249,939 in municipal
funding. Fanwood would lose
$186,669, with Scotch Plains seeing
a $271,429  reduction in state aid.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said he feels that many resi-
dents like living in a small town and
would not want to be part of a larger
municipality.

Mayors and council members of
all four towns reiterated the fact that
they already share services in many
areas.

Fanwood and neighboring Scotch
Plains already share a school system.
They also share many other services,
including the tax assessor. The two
towns also have combined volunteer
fire departments and first aid squads.

“[Elected] municipal officials re-
ceive zero compensation,” Mayor
Mahr added. “We have no health care
benefits or pensions.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
called a merger with Fanwood “re-
ally premature.” He said there are “a
lot of difficulties involved” in a merger
—“logistical, legal and emotional”
— and that “we need to tread care-
fully.”

Mayor Marks said he believes that
as the governing bodies in towns like
Scotch Plains and Fanwood “get
deeper into their budget discussions
this year, the thought of consolidat-
ing more services will become more
earnest.”

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said he thinks “any
shared service initiative that Fanwood
might approach us about, the town-
ship council would objectively study
it. They wouldn’t say yes or no with-
out objectively studying it.”

He said one potential legal draw-
back to any outright merger between
the two towns is that, unlike Scotch
Plains, “Fanwood doesn’t operate
under the rules and regulations of
civil service,” meaning that person-
nel decisions on matters, such as hir-
ing and promotions, don’t have to be
made in accordance with state de-
partment of personnel guidelines.

Mr. Atkins offered one specific ex-
ample of where a merger would re-
quire significant changes in opera-
tions, namely the police departments
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRE WAS FAST ON ITS FEET…A fire on Monday destroyed a shoe store
behind Cranford Corner on Centennial Avenue in Cranford. The Elizabeth and
Westfield fire departments came to assist Cranford’s fire department at the scene,
while Plainfield’s fire department covered Cranford Township during the blaze.

THE LAW FIRM 

OF  

DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C. 

 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED THE DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST WEEK AT 

THE WESTWOOD IN GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY. 

 

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD OUTHWAITE, ESQ. AND 

KRISTIN M. CAPALBO, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED. 

 

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND 

MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE. 

 

AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST, ADDITIONAL 

DIVORCE SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN THE FUTURE.  ALL 

DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION. 

 

IF  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH  

TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, 

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200 

Westfield
Thursday, March 6, following a mo-

tor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Virginia Street, Veron Thornhill, 38, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Watchung traffic warrant,
with bail of $1,000, and an outstanding
Jersey City criminal warrant, with bail
of $2,500. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, March 7, James O’Donnell,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) at Lamberts Mill and Willow
Grove Roads. He also was charged with
refusing to provide breath samples.
O’Donnell was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Thursday, March 13, Taufeeq
Muhammad, 27, of East Orange was
arrested on an outstanding Newark
criminal warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues. He
was released after posting $350 bail.

Friday, March 14, William Risberg,
Jr., 54, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Cowperthwaite
Place. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, March 14, Alice Matthaei,
41, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Benson Place and Coolidge
Street. She was released on her own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a disturbance at Clover Street
and Summit Avenue, police arrested
James Schoenknecht, Jr., 20, of
Mountainside on a charge of DWI
and traffic warrants out of Spring-
field and Mountainside, with bail
amounts of $1,000 and $120, respec-
tively. He posted bail on both war-
rants and was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, March 15, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Luis Guzman, 24, of Elizabeth was
arrested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released after being issued four sum-
monses.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a suspicious motor vehicle, po-
lice arrested Jonathan Sheflin, 18, of
Westfield and charged him with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (codeine) on the 700 block of
Norman Place. He was issued a sum-
mons and released.

Saturday, March 15, Anthony D.
Burton, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Pearl Street on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union
and Newark, with bail amounts of $80
and $125, respectively. He posted bail
on the Union warrant and was released
on his own recognizance on the New-
ark warrant.

Sunday, March 16, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
Ross Place and South Avenue, West,
Diane Scott, 43, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI. She was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, March 16, Tyler Greenfield,
19, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central and North
Avenues and charged with DWI. He
was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, March 16, Joseph
McClintock, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on the 1100 block of South
Avenue, West, on a Newark traffic war-
rant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $112 bail.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, March 15, a resident of

Valley Road reported that someone
spray-painted the side of his house.

Saturday, March 15, Suburah
Goldston, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
being stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released after posting bail, police
said.

Saturday, March 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone
obtained his credit card number and
made unauthorized purchases worth
approximately $300.

Sunday, March 16, a patron of an
area golf course reported that someone
removed his golf clubs, valued at $2,000,
from the parking lot when he went to
get his motor vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, Tiffany Bowen,
31, and Jabbary Figgs, 35, both of
Plainfield, were arrested for allegedly
shoplifting approximately $300 worth
of medicine from a Park Avenue store.
According to police, both were trans-
ported to police headquarters where
they were processed and released after
posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, Jason Wright, 24,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released after posting
bail, authorities said.

Sunday, March 16, David Butler, 47,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 11, a Route 22 auto-

mobile dealership told authorities that
several customers had reported items
having been taken from their vehicles
while inside the dealership. According
to police, the approximate value of the
stolen items was $600.

Tuesday, March 11, a resident of
Saddlebrook Road reported that some-
one threw eggs at her driveway, hitting
her motor vehicle. According to police,
a similar incident occurred a month ago
but was not reported.

Wednesday, March 12, Jasper McIn-
tosh, 37, of Plainfield was picked up at
the Bridgewater Police Department and
transported to police headquarters
where he was charged with an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $165.

Thursday, March 13, Ali
Muhaammad, 41, of Irvington was
picked up at the Union Police Depart-
ment and transported to police head-
quarters where he was charged with an
outstanding warrant in the amount of
$576.

Friday, March 14, David Hyslip, 18,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Friday, March 14, Brandon West, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
According to police, West fled the scene
of an earlier attempt by officers to stop
his vehicle and was later apprehended
by Westfield police after Mountainside
police put out an alert to stop and hold
the vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, a patron at a Route
22 theater reported that when he re-
turned to his motor vehicle, someone
had damaged the driver side door lock
and all four windows were down.

Sunday, March 16, Paul Kyser, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
officers observed him making an un-
safe lane change and pulled over his
vehicle. According to police, Kyser also
was observed refusing to move right
and stop for an emergency vehicle.

Fanwood
Thursday, March 13, Felicia S.

McQueen-Brown, 39, of Scotch Plains
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing Piscataway warrant. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
turned over to the Piscataway Police
Department.

Thursday, March 13, Albert Everett,
Jr., 63, of South Plainfield was arrested
on a South Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 13, Gaston Celi,
25, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an Elizabeth warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, March 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that someone removed
his wallet from his motor vehicle while
it was parked on South Avenue between
the hours of noon and 3 p.m.

Sunday, March 16, Pamela S. Dunn,
53, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, an employee of a
South Avenue business reported that
someone removed her purse from her
locked motor vehicle between the hours
of 5:30 and 6:30 a.m.

Monday, March 17, Decarlo L.
Johnson, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Woodbridge war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, March 17, Taimir J.
Hanks, 20, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on La Grande
Avenue. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, March 17, Jenna Leo, 39,
of Edison was arrested and charged
with one count of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue. According to
police, she is being held in lieu of
$11,000 bail.

LUCKY CHARM…Daniel “Danny
Boy” Stender of Westfield wears his
Leprechaun outfit. With his Irish red
hair and blue eyes, he hopes everyone
had a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Youths Are Charged
In Graffiti Incidents

GARWOOD – Garwood police have
confirmed that two male juveniles were
charged in connection with the defac-
ing of a borough Little League field
during October. Additionally, one of
the youths was charged in a similar
incident in Westfield in December, au-
thorities said.

The juveniles, ages 15 and 16, are
both Cranford residents. Arresting of-
ficer Captain Leonard DiStefano
charged the pair with criminal mischief
for allegedly defacing the Little League
field on the 100 block of Myrtle Avenue
with graffiti.

On October 31, the Garwood Little
League field house, dugouts, pavilion
picnic area and playground equipment
were heavily vandalized with graffiti in
the form of spray paint. The investiga-
tion concluded with the arrest of the
two suspects, who were released to
their parents pending Family Court
appearances.

The 15-year-old also was charged with
criminal mischief in connection with an
incident at a business on the 100 block of
North Avenue in Westfield, in which the
building façade was defaced with graf-
fiti. He was referred to Family Court.

The 15-year-old youth admitted to
“tagging” the property on North Av-
enue, acting alone, authorities said. The
other juvenile was not involved.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROUD SCIENCE...A Scotch Plains-Fanwood student proudly displays his work
during the Science Fair at Park Middle School last Friday.
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Town Mayors Debate
State Merger Initiatives

Councilwoman Malool criticized
Mr. Glover for pushing last year to
have the 2007 budget anticipate con-
struction code revenues of $800,000
when the actual amount collected was
$580,000 — $20,000 less than the
$600,000 level that was ultimately
included in the budget. She said if the
council had followed Mr. Glover’s
suggestion, “we’d be so much worse
off.”

When Ms. Malool termed some of
Mr. Glover’s comments as
“soundbites” for the newspapers and
called those remarks “a bunch of
crap,” Mr. Glover objected before the
mayor told him to stop talking. When
Mr. Glover called him “rude,” the
mayor stood and threatened to ask
Mr. Glover to leave the room.

After Mr. Glover said his business
experience provided him with knowl-
edge of budgeting and financial mat-
ters, the mayor told him that, regard-

less of that experience, “there is a
learning curve” when it comes to the
municipal budget process and said
Mr. Glover needed to listen to those
with more experience, such as Mr.
Atkins and other township profes-
sionals.

Mayor Marks told Mr. Glover that
he was on the verge of “irrelevancy”
on the council. “If you want to be part
of the team, be a part of the team,” the
mayor said. “If you want to be a
pariah, be a pariah.”

Mr. Glover said he continued to
“stand firm” behind the contents of
his letter to the newspapers.

The council will hold its next bud-
get meeting next Tuesday prior to its
regular meeting.

Mr. Atkins will meet with depart-
ment heads to discuss appropriations
cuts and it’s possible that services
may be cut and some projects may be
cut or delayed as well.

GW BOE Approves 2008-
2009 Student Calendar

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) approved
the 2008-2009 academic calendar for
students during its meeting on Tues-
day night. Due to ongoing negotia-
tions, the board did not address the
calendar for staff members.

The student calendar calls for 183
in-session days, with winter break
scheduled from Dec. 24 until Jan. 2
and spring break from April 10 until
April 17, 2009.

Although the staff calendar was
not discussed, Board President Adele
Lewis said that the board wanted to
set the schedule for students since
many parents plan vacations.

“This is the part that we know will
stay in place,” said Ms Lewis. “We
hope the staff portion of the calendar
will follow shortly.”

Along with other borough depart-
ments, the board of education is also
looking for ways to reduce costs
through shared services. With the
Borough of Garwood’s state aid po-
tentially being halved due to state
budget cuts, the borough council is
requesting that departments look for
ways to share services with other
municipalities.

Santo Villaraut, the board of
education’s representative to the bor-
ough council, said that he met with
council members to “come up with
some ideas for shared services.” Mr.

Villaraut said this essentially was a
brainstorming session and that addi-
tional meetings will be held to dis-
cuss their ideas.

The board also sent a measure re-
garding commencement activities
back to the committee after a vote on
its second reading split four-to-four.
As the rule stands now, current board
members are allowed to present di-
plomas to their own children during
commencement. The new measure
would have extended the privilege to
former board members, as well. Some
board members felt that expanding
this practice could create more con-
fusion during graduation and ulti-
mately draw attention away from the
students.

“At least with nine sitting board
members, you know the max you’re
looking at is nine,” said Ms. Lewis.

The measure will be addressed at a
later meeting.

The board is also continuing its
search for a new superintendent. With
the term of acting superintendant
Teresa Quigley set to expire on May
15, a new or interim replacement must
be named by that date. Ms. Lewis
said that the board is reviewing appli-
cations and expects to name a new
superintendant over the course of next
month.

The Garwood BOE will hold a bud-
get meeting tonight (Thursday, March
20) at Washington School starting at
7:30 p.m.

MS to Delay Introduction
Of Municipal Budget

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During Tues-
day night’s council meeting, the bor-
ough passed a resolution for a late
introduction of their 2008 municipal
budget. So far, the borough has yet to
introduce their 2008 budget.

“I don’t know when the final num-
bers will be in. It should be ready by
April, but it can go into May or June,”
Mayor Robert Viglianti said.

The borough will have to reduce
certain expenses by 5 percent to meet
their state-mandated cap. Expenses such
as gas, electric and planning board ex-
penses will have to increase, officials
said. The borough is appointing Philip
Caton, a member of the Clarke Caton
Hintz firm, as the borough’s planning
consultant.

“If we cut into our surplus it’s going
to come back to bite us,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

Last year’s municipal budget was
$10 million, of which $5.8 million was
raised through local property taxes, rep-
resenting a 9.4 percent increase over
2006 in taxes and a 5.3 percent hike in
overall spending.

According to Mayor Viglianti, the
borough will not gain a lot of revenue
via income for 2008. “This is going to
be a very tight year,” he said.

In other business, Union County
Watchdog Association President Tina
Renna asked the borough to start ob-
taining tapes of the Union County free-
holder meetings to air on
Mountainside’s Channel 35.

The Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation is a non-profit organization that
monitors the activity of county govern-
ment. In 2006, they began purchasing
tapes of the freeholder meetings to
broadcast on their website.

 “In 2006, the county spent $110,000
on new equipment,” Ms. Renna said.
“The county said they needed the money
to start broadcasting their freeholder
meetings.”

According to Ms. Renna, the county
never aired the meetings.

“Through the Open Public Records
Act (OPRA), if you ask them for the
tapes, they should provide them,” Ms.
Renna said.

“When people get upset about poli-
tics, they don’t think about the county,”
Ms. Renna said. “We have to hold all
government accountable.”

In other council business, the bid for
the borough’s 2005 Crown Victoria
surplus police vehicle was awarded to

Grace Quality Used Cars, Inc. of
Morrisville, PA.

In October, the borough sold the tax
sales certificate for the property known
as 1530 Long Meadow Drive, to Phoe-
nix Funding, Inc. for $20,891. A month
later, the borough received a letter from
attorney Allen Gorski, advising the
borough that the property owner,
Vaughn Morris, had filed for chapter 13
bankruptcy that September.

Officials said the borough did not
receive notice of the bankruptcy filing,
nor was the borough listed as a creditor
on the bankruptcy petition for the un-
paid 2006 property taxes.

As a result, the borough will have to
refund Phoenix Funding, Inc. for the
purchase of the certificate, officials said.

Four ordinances were heard on sec-
ond reading, including the ordinance to
appropriate $175,000 for the resurfac-
ing of Blazo Terrace and Iris Drive and
the appropriation of $55,000 to en-
hance the toddler playground equip-
ment at Deerfield Elementary School,
where $30,000 will be reimbursed from
a county grant.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council Heated Debate

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOURNALISTS OF THE FUTURE...Evergreen Elementary School Brownie
Troop 85 members visited The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times office on Thursday, March 6,  in order to attain their Career Badges.

Despite the added challenges in
developing the budget this year, Mr.
Tomkins said the borough is doing its
best to “roll with the punches.”

And, he predicts, it’s not going to
get any easier any time soon.

“Next year, it’ll get worse,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Aid

of the two towns.
“Do we become a department

that’s under the regulations of the
personnel department or do we not?”
This would be important, he said,
because it “relates to how appoint-
ments and promotions are made.”

Mountainside, Garwood and
Fanwood are members of a regional
board of health run by Westfield,
along with Roselle Park, New Provi-
dence, Summit and Springfield.
Mountainside also shares the wel-
fare director with Westfield and has
a shared tax collector.

Mountainside also has part-time
engineers and building inspectors
and share equipment rentals with
Union County. High school students
from Mountainside go to Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights.

“We have been sharing services
with Union County for the last three
years,” Mountainside’s Mayor
Viglianti said. “We’ve been sharing
with Scotch Plains. We’ve been shar-
ing with Westfield. It’s not new to us.”

“It’s (merging) a joke. There’s no
savings in it for Mountainside. All
we would do is lose our identity and
get higher taxes,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

Garwood Mayor McCarthy said
small towns already are fiscally con-
servative.

“If anyone runs a tight ship, it’s
the small municipalities,” Mayor
McCarthy said. “Because of our size,

it forces us to be careful with how we
spend and budget our money. I think
they are going after the wrong
people.”

Donna Dolce, a Fanwood council-
woman, said that mergers do not
necessarily reduce costs. “Even if
we were to merge, I sincerely doubt
there would be a reduction in per-
sonnel, but, rather, a reallocation of
human resources that would now be
in demand,” she said.

Fred Tomkins, Fanwood’s chief
financial officer, said that the
borough’s budget is flat as far as
appropriations are concerned, but the
levy is up 29 percent because of
revenue loss.

“We’ve cut everything we could
without cutting services,” he said.

Garwood Council President
Kathleen Villaggio said the borough
needs to wait and see what happens
with the Governor’s final budget,
which isn’t due until June 30.

As New Jersey League of Munici-
palities Executive Director William
Dressel said in an interview last
week, everything will be done to
restore  funding to municipalities.

“What would Fanwood receive in
return for merging with Scotch
Plains?” Fanwood resident Rosemarie
McCallion asked. “Trenton will prom-
ise savings, but given their track
record, it probably won’t happen.
Fanwood would end up losing its
unique identity for very little gain.”
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Spitzer Resigns Over
Prostitution Ring Charge

Eliot Spitzer stepped down Mon-
day as New York Governor after he
was discovered on an FBI wiretap
utilizing a high-priced call-girl op-
eration, Emperors Club VIP, in Wash-
ington, D.C., according to The New
York Times. He is the first New York
governor to resign since 1973, when
Nelson Rockefeller left office to work
for a policy group. The last governor
to resign over a scandal was William
Sulzer, who was impeached in 1913
over campaign contribution fraud.

Previously New York’s attorney
general, to which he was elected in
1998, Mr. Spitzer faces criminal
charges, including allegedly launder-
ing up to $80,000 and allegedly trans-
porting prostitutes across state lines,
a violation of the Mann Act.

Paterson Becomes 55th
Governor of New York

New York Lieutenant Governor
David Paterson became the state’s
55th Governor on Monday, follow-
ing the resignation of Governor Eliot
Spitzer, who resigned over a sex scan-
dal. Mr. Paterson is the first African-
American, and the first legally blind
person, to hold the position.

In the 2006 Gubernatorial election,
Mr. Paterson was selected as Mr.
Spitzer’s running mate. He was
elected to the state Senate in 1985 and
was chosen as the state’s first non-
white Senate minority leader in 2002.

Senate Passes Family-Leave
Act, Heads to Assembly Panel
The N.J. State Senate has passed

the Family Leave Act bill by a vote of
22-16 on March 3. The Assembly
Appropriations Committee approved
the bill on March 10. Senate Majority
Leader William Sweeney (LD-3, Sa-
lem) sponsored the legislation, which
was referred to the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee for consider-
ation. Opponents, mostly Republi-
cans, said the state could not afford
the legislation, The Star-Ledger re-
ported.

If it becomes law, New Jersey
would be the second state to offer
employees a paid family-leave pro-
gram. The bill would allow workers
to take up to six weeks off, which
would be supported financially
through a payroll deduction, esti-
mated at about $33 per year. Work-
ers would receive two-thirds of their
weekly salary, up to $524 a week,
during their leave.

GOP Prospects Decline
Run for U.S. Senate

U.S. Marshall James Plousis, a
former Cape May prosecutor, has
opted against seeking the Republican
nomination for the U.S. Senate fol-
lowing the exit of Anne Estabrook,
who suffered a stroke,
politickernj.com has reported. State
Senator Chris Bateman (LD-16,
Somerville) and former New Jersey
Highway Chairman Joseph Buckalew
also have declined to run. The Star-
Ledger reported that State Senator
Bill Baroni (LD-14, Hamilton Square)
has also opted not to seek the nomina-
tion.

State Senator Joseph Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) and Ramapo
College Professor Murray Sabrin are
vying for the GOP nomination to face
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg in the
fall.

Senate Panel OK’s Measure
Requiring Voter Consent on Debt

The State Senate Budget and Ap-
propriations Committee has voted 13-
0 to support a resolution (SCR39)
requiring voter approval for future
state borrowing, according to The
Star-Ledger. The state is currently
$33.7 billion in debt, all but $3 billion
of which was issued without voter
approval. Senators Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Flemington), a Republican,
and Democrat Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Elizabeth) have sponsored the legis-
lation.

Similar legislation has been intro-
duced by the Legislature over the past
eight years; however, it only made it
out of committee once during the
previous four legislative sessions,
dating back to 2000.

Doria Wants to ‘Relax’ DEP
Rules for Affordable Housing
Department of Community Affairs

Commissioner Joseph Doria has rec-
ommended the state “relax” environ-
mental laws in order to meet Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s promise of build-
ing 100,000 additional affordable
housing units over the next decade,
according to The Star-Ledger.

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson disagreed with Mr. Doria,
saying, “Affordable housing must be
done in an environmentally sensitive
manner. I have heard a lot of people
complain they can’t build on flood
plains. They tell me it is the only land
left. Building affordable housing there
would be morally wrong.”

FROM THE HEART…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky displays a proclama-
tion to Caring Hearts from Home for assisting the Salvation Army in preparing
deployment kits for the New Jersey National Guard. The mayor urged the
community to support this effort by donating travel-sized toiletries to fill the kits.
A collection bin is located at the Westfield Memorial Library now through the end
of April. Caring Hearts consists of a small group of local military moms who are
involved in troop-support projects. Pictured, from left to right, are Dianne
Gorbaty, holding a sample Salvation Army deployment kit, Mayor Skibitsky and
Rose Runes, a military grandmother.

CF Resident Named Acting
Head of Kids, Families Dept.
CRANFORD — Governor Jon

Corzine last week appointed Eileen
Crummy of Cranford as acting com-
missioner of the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, effective March
17.

Ms. Crummy, a 33-year veteran of
the Division of Youth and Family
Services, will assume the responsi-
bilities of departing Commissioner
Kevin Ryan while a search for his
permanent replacement continues.

“Eileen has been a tremendous as-
set in transforming the culture of the
Department of Children and Fami-
lies,” Governor Corzine said. “Her
unwavering commitment to the pro-
cess has brought much credibility to
the aggressive reforms that have been
implemented to protect our children
and create strong families. There is
nothing more important to me than
building upon these achievements,
and I am indeed pleased that Eileen
has agreed to serve in an acting ca-
pacity to continue that momentum.”

Ms. Crummy currently serves as
the director of the Division of Youth
and Family Services (DYFS), New
Jersey’s public child protective and
welfare agency. She previously was
senior administrator in both DYFS’
child protection and adoption ser-
vices programs.

Ms. Crummy is only the second
DYFS director to have begun her ca-
reer as a DYFS case worker and the
first to rise through the ranks to be-
come commissioner overseeing New
Jersey’s child welfare system, accord-
ing to a press release from the
Governor’s office.

“I appreciate Governor Corzine’s
confidence and support, and I remain

deeply committed to improve the lives
of children and families across New
Jersey by leading the child welfare
reform effort,” Ms. Crummy said.

Mr. Ryan added, “Given her expe-
rience, Eileen brings enormous cred-
ibility and commitment to the large
task at hand. She has been a primary
architect of our reforms over the past
several years, and I have enormous
and unequivocal confidence in her
ability to move the reform forward.”

Ms. Crummy is the recipient of
numerous national awards, including
the Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion Institute’s Angels in Adoption
award. She is a member of the Na-
tional Advisory Workgroup of the
Collaboration to Adopt Us Kids and
has served as vice president of the
National Association of State Adop-
tion Programs.

Ms. Crummy is a graduate of St.
Francis University.

Residents Can View
BOE Budget Hearing
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Education held its public hear-
ing on the proposed school budget for
2008-2009 last night, Wednesday, in
the Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium.

Those who could not attend can view
the hearing on TV-36 beginning Satur-
day, March 22, at 10 a.m. The meeting
will also be broadcast on Sunday, March
23, at 10 a.m., Tuesday, March 25, at 8
a.m. and 7 p.m. and Thursday, March
27, at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., and Saturday,
March 29 and Sunday, March 30, at 10
a.m. Information will also be posted on
westfieldnjk12.org/budget.

is on a future board agenda, the county
should publicize it so more county resi-
dents could attend.

“Because, when you are going to talk
about it, we are going to come here with
fire,” Mr. Goldman said.

Kathy Torpey of Clark, who golfs at
the three Union County courses, said
other counties, such as Middlesex and
Essex, have tried privatizing their pub-
lic golf courses but opted to go back to
running the courses themselves.

“They (Middlesex County) found
out they didn’t get anything from it
(privatization),” Ms. Torpey said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he is a
golfer and is leaning against
privatization but wants to look at the
proposal as part of the budget process.

“I will certainly look at this
privatization discussion very closely,”
Mr. Sullivan.

The board introduced an ordinance
to raise golf fees this year. Green fees
for county residents will be increased
by $5. County golfers will pay $27
during weekdays and $29 on week-
ends. Senior rates will jump $2, to $16,
on weekdays and $7, to $29, on week-
ends. Youths will be charged an addi-
tional $3 on weekdays and $9 on week-
ends, leading to rates of $16 and $26,
respectively. Twilight fees are increas-
ing $5, jumping rates to $23 on week-
days and $24 on weekends.

In other public comments, Westfield
resident Lance Cook asked the board to
keep the county’s tax levy at 2007
levels.

“You’re (the freeholders) just not
getting it,” he said. “Pretty soon, people
just won’t have the money [to pay
taxes].”

Freeholder Angel Estrada said that a
flat tax was not possible because the
county would have to cut children’s and
senior programs, as well as Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
programs, for example.

“My answer [on whether the county
tax can be flat in 2008] is very clearly
‘absolutely not,’” Mr. Estrada said.

The county tax is proposed to in-
crease $15.4 million this year, to $255.3,
in support of a $436.8-million budget.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, told
the board, “People are suffering be-
cause of the way you are wasting
money.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
asked the board to keep in mind that
Garwood is facing a fiscal crunch with
state-aid cuts.

“You are hitting Garwood with a 9-
percent tax increase [in the county
tax],” he said. “We are struggling un-
der a [state] cap.”

“I think you better study your num-
bers a lot harder,” Mr. Paterson added.

The county will begin budget meet-
ings today at 3 p.m. at the county’s
administration building in Elizabeth.

Golfers Ask County Not
To Privatize Public Courses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Members of golf
associations at Union County’s public
golf courses asked the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, last Thursday, not to priva-
tize the county’s three public golf
courses.

In his budget message to the free-
holders, dated February 8, Union
County Manager George Devanney
said, “This past year, the county’s three
golf courses – Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains, Galloping Hill in Kenilworth/
Union and Oak Ridge in Clark – in-
curred a loss of approximately
$500,000.”

He said the county was considering
management contracts, operating leases
and concession agreements to maxi-
mize operations and efficiencies at the
three courses. Mr. Devanney, who was
not in attendance at last week’s meet-
ing, said the county’s goal was to in-
crease revenues by “maximizing usage
of the courses,” “improving the quality
of courses by drawing private invest-
ment” and “increasing attendance and
community participation” at the
courses.

“We are exploring all avenues of
increasing revenue,” Deputy County
Manager Liz Genievich said. “We have
not made a decision” on whether to
privatize the courses.

At Thursday’s meeting, Jeff Reisel,
president of the Ash Brook Golf
Course’s Group Association, asked the
freeholders to look for other revenue
sources.

“That (privatization) could lead to
some expensive fees for people who are
accustomed to playing public golf,”
Mr. Reisel told the board. “We want to
make sure that the business of golf
doesn’t take away from the enjoyment
[for golfers].”

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford, who heads
the Galloping Hill Woman’s Golf Club
Association, suggested the board look
to raise funds by adding driving ranges
and evening golf leagues when the golf
courses are not heavily utilized. She
also asked the county to consider imple-
menting weekend league rates.

Ron Regner, a golf pro at Ash Brook,
said more could be done to increase the
use of the course on weekdays.

“Our course is so underutilized be-
tween Monday and Thursday,” Mr.
Regner said. He suggested trying to
encourage more youths to take golf
lessons. By doing so, he said it would
increase the usage of courses by adults,
who could now play rounds with their
children.

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth said he
had heard that revenue from the pitch
and putt courses was not placed in the
county’s general fund. “So, there is a lot
of monies that are not accounted for,”
he said.

He said if privatizing the golf courses

Bramnick: Aid Cuts
Don’t Look at Efficiency

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said he is concerned that the
municipal aid cuts proposed by Gover-
nor Jon Corzine are misdirected be-
cause they are targeted at towns solely
based on population size rather than on
any analysis of whether the municipali-
ties could be run more efficiently.

“What Governor Corzine’s pro-
posal fails to account for is that many
of these small towns are operating
very efficiently right now and many
already have shared-service agree-
ments,” Mr. Bramnick said. “While
cutting aid to inefficient towns to
encourage them to share services or
operate more efficiently may not be a
bad thing, there is no evidence the
Governor has taken efficiency into
account in proposing these cuts.”

In his budget, Gov. Corzine has cut
nearly $190 million in municipal aid,
a cut targeted at small municipalities
with populations of less than 10,000.

According to, Mr. Bramnick, Gov.
Corzine has said the aid cuts are aimed
at forcing small towns to merge or
share services in order to cut the cost
of local government.

Mr. Bramnick said the proposal is
flawed because the aid cuts are based
on population size, which is not re-
flective of the efficiency of governing
units. He said a better approach would
be to study municipalities in the state,
identify where there are inefficien-
cies and make aid cuts accordingly.

“Smaller governments are not in-
herently inefficient or more costly to
the state,” he said. “Taking such a
broad-brush approach not only fails
to address the real problem, it will
create new problems by punishing
property taxpayers in already effi-
cient towns. The Governor needs to
reconsider his approach to this prob-
lem before he takes a step that will
have dire consequences for many of
these towns and their taxpayers.”
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UCC Gets $1.9-Mil.
Job Training Grant

WASHINGTON – The U.S. De-
partment of Labor has awarded
$1,919,713 to Union County Col-
lege in Cranford, under the
President’s Community-Based Job
Training Grants Initiative. This re-
cipient is one of 69 community col-
leges and community-based institu-
tions nationwide that competed suc-
cessfully to receive a total of $125
million in grants.

The institutions chosen will use
the funds to prepare students for
careers in high-growth industries.
Awardees were chosen from among
341 applications received in response
to a competition announced August
8, 2007.

“Community colleges are in a
unique position to prepare local
workers for careers in high-growth
industries,” Secretary of Labor
Elaine Chao said. “The $125 million
awarded today will expand enroll-
ment in education and training pro-
grams and provide more workers
with the skills they need to succeed.”

Introduced by President George
W. Bush in his 2004 State of the
Union Address, community-based
job training grants improve the abil-
ity of community colleges to pro-
vide their regions’ workers with the
skills needed to enter growing in-
dustries.

The 69 grants awarded support
projects in 36 states. For more infor-
mation on the President’s Commu-
nity-Based Job Training Grants, visit
doleta.gov/business/Community-
BasedJobTrainingGrants.cfm.

‘Fair Tax’ Workshops
Slated for Residents

SUMMIT — Union County resi-
dents can learn about the tax reform
plan to place a “going out of busi-
ness” sign on the IRS, which former
Republican Presidential candidate
Mike Huckabee spoke about during
his campaign.

Residents can attend either of two
“Fair Tax” workshops at the Summit
City Hall, located at 512 Springfield
Avenue. The workshops will be held in
the Janet Whitman Community Room
on Saturday, March 29, and Saturday,
April 5. From 1 to 1:40 p.m, “Organize
Post Office Forums” will be reviewed,
followed by a PowerPoint “Education
on Fair Tax” from 1:50 to 3 p.m. A
mobilization of volunteers will be held
from 3:10 to 4 p.m.

Refreshments will be served. RSVP
to Jim Bennett at (908) 578-4975 or
james@jamesbennett.com. Admis-
sion is free, but seating is limited.

Scutari Receives Award
For Advocacy Efforts
LINDEN – Senator Nick Scutari

(LD-22, Linden) has been presented
with the New Jersey State Bar
Association’s (NJSBA) Robert B.
Meyner Award for Extraordinary
Advocacy.The award was presented
by the association’s first annual
NJSBA Day in Trenton on March 3.
Held at the State House Annex, nearly
60 legislators and NJSBA members
were in attendance as Mr. Scutari
received the award for his advocacy
and sponsorship of a law that created
a new cause of action for divorce,
based on irreconcilable difference,
and for his advocacy in opposition to
Senate bill 2654, which would ex-
tend the $75 attorney assessment to
the Medical Liability Insurance Pre-
mium Assistance Fund for another
three years.

Mr. Scutari represents the 22nd
District, which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., March 25, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Gift Baskets for any Occasion

Boilie Irish
Cheese Pearls

599 Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Specialty 
Gourmet Foods

$2.00
OFF

Made from goat or cow’s
milk, these delicious spheres
are packed in sunflower oil

with herbs and peppercorns.
Perfect in a salad or stuffed

in tomatoes. 

$10.00 or More

Toward The Purchase of
REG.

7.99 150 grams

Montgomery’s
Cheddar

2199
REG.

27.99 lb.lb.

Lincolnshire
Poacher

2199
REG.

27.99 lb.lb.

Colston-Bassett
Stilton

1799

A Pasteurized Cow’s Milk cheese
that is more traditional than any
other. The curd is hand-ladled
before draining. This treats the
curd more gently and preserves
its structure which results in a
luscious, creamy texture when

the cheeses are mature.

REG.
21.99 lb.

PERFECT ANYTIME...

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only.
Effective Thursday, March 20 thru Sat., April 5, 2008.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

25% OFF
Toward the purchase of 12 or More

750 ml bottles of Wine
With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only.
Effective Mon., Tues., Wed. March 24, 25 & 26 only.

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Thurs. March 20 thru Tue., March 25, 2008. We reserve
the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits Debit
Card

(Sale Items
Excluded)This raw cow’s milk cheese is a 

full, long-flavored cheese with
deep, fruity meaty, toasted, 

caramelized notes and 
characteristically has a drier, 
slightly crumbly texture like 

that of a Parmigiano Reggiano.

A raw cow’s milk cheese that has
big, bold, tangy flavors. You may
be reminded of onion, pineapple,
hazelnuts, toast or caramel. Its

texture is smooth and closer knit
that our cheddars. It’s sitting

somewhere between cheddar and
mountain cheese in the style of

Gruyere, Beaufort or Comte.

lb.

•CHIANTI
RISERVA DUCALE
GOLD LABEL

Brancott
Sauvignon
Blanc 999

Smoking
Loon

A by
Acacia

ALL TYPES

Renwood
Sierra
Zinfandel 999

Amberton
All
Types 999

Dewar’s
White Label

2999

799

Mark
West

PINOT NOIR
QUATTRO OR
PINOT GRIGIO PINOT NOIR

1099

SCOTCH

1.75 LCrystal 999
Popov 1199

Clan
MacGregor 1599

RUMCOGNAC & BRANDY VODKA

1.75 LCrystal 1099

1.75 LGilbey’s 1399

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

Don Simon
SANGRIA 599

Fox Horn
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 599

Beringer
PINOT GRIGIO 1099

•MACON VILLAGES 899

•CHARDONNAY 1099

Sonoma

•CABERNET •MERLOT 1399

•BEAUJOLAIS VILLAGES 799

DiLupo
CHIANTI 999

Corbett Canyon
•CABERNET   •SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO   •MERLOT 1199

Rossini’s Classic Cellars
DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 1099

Arbor Mist
ALL TYPES
(EXCEPT BLENDERS) 699

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 999

Paul Masson
•CHABLIS  •ROSE
•BURGUNDY 999

Little Penguin
ALL TYPES 1099

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Jose Cuervo
GOLD OR CLASICO
WHITE 3599

1.75 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

BOURBON

Knob Creek 2699

CORDIALS

•Cointreau
•Grand

Marnier 2999

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice!

SPARKLING WINES
& CHAMPAGNES

ALL 750 ML

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 1499
750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot Grigio 1899

750
ML

Louis Martini
Napa
Cabernet
Sauvignon 1699

750
ML

Cavit
Pinot Grigio
And All
Other Types1299

GIN

Plymouth 1999
750
ML

1.75 L

750
ML

Christian Bros. 
BRANDY 1699

1.75 L

Olifant 1999
1.75 L

DeKuyper
Pucker
SOUR APPLE 899

Debriac XO
COGNAC 2999

750
ML

Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

Grey Goose
REGULAR & FLAVORS

2799

Red Bull
REGULAR OR SUGAR FREE

4 PK., 8.3-OZ. CANS

699

1.75 L

Smirnoff
800 REGULAR 1999

1.75 L

Fransac
25 YR. OLD COGNAC 4999

750
ML

Hennessy VS
COGNAC 2699

750
ML

1.75 L

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1799

1.75 L

VS

1499
VSOP

1999
XO

3999

COGNACS
750 MLSDe LarocheDe Laroche

2999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

CANADIAN

TEQUILA

Crown Royal
CASK 16 7999

Crown Royal 2299

Canadian
Club 1699

1.75 L

Gentleman
Jack
SOUR MASH 2499

Milagro 750
MLS

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

•Frangelico
•Irish Mist
•Molinari

•Sambuca
•Limoncello
•Cafe Sambuca 2199

•Baileys
Irish Cream

•Di Saronno
•Licor 43
•Pama

Pomegranate
Liqueur

1999

750
ML

Toasted
Head

•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 

1099

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT 
•BLANC DE NOIR 1499

Villa Malena
PROSECCO 1099

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT 

YELLOW LABEL CHAMPAGNE

3799

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 899

Taylor
SPARKLING WINES
ALL TYPES 499

M& R 
Asti 999

•RUBY
•TAWNY

1099

•10 YR. OLD
TAWNY

2199

Dry Sack
SHERRY 1299

Inniskillin
Vidal
ICE
WINE 4199

Quinta do
Noval

DESSERT WINES

750
ML

5 L
BOX

375
ML

•Pinot Noir  . . . . . . . . . . .1499

•Cabernet
•Chardonnay  . . . . . . . . .1099

•Sauvignon Blanc  . . . . . . .999

Infinity Cellars
RUSSIAN RIVER

•PINOT NOIR  . . . . . .2199

ALEXANDER VALLEY
•CABERNET  . . . . . . .1999

RUSSIAN RIVER
•CHARDONNAY  . . .1499

ALL 
750 ML

ALL 750 ML

SterlingSterlingSterling
•Cabernet   •Merlot  . . .1799

•Chardonnay  . . . . . . .1399

•Sauvignon Blanc  . . .1299

NAPA
ALL 750 ML

Kendall
Jackson

Kendall
Jackson

Kendall
Jackson

•Cabernet
•Merlot
•Pinot Noir . . . . . . .1499

•Zinfandel
•Syrah  . . . . . . . . . . . .1199

•Chardonnay  . . . .1099

•Sauvignon Blanc
•Riesling . . . . . . . . . . . .899

VINTNER’S
RESERVE
ALL 750 ML

Di LupoDi LupoDi Lupo
AlmadenAlmadenAlmaden

Georges DuboeufRodney Strong

Sunburst Cellars

•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO ............1299

•CHIANTI RISERVA
•ROSSO TOSCANA...........999

•CHABLIS    •RHINE    •BURGUNDY
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BLUSH CHABLIS ..............1099

•CABERNET
•MERLOT

•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL

1299

ALL 750 ML

Ruffino

Quinta do
Noval

Infinity Cellars

Georges DuboeufRodney Strong

Sunburst Cellars

Ruffino

Quinta do
Noval

Infinity Cellars

Georges DuboeufRodney Strong

Sunburst Cellars

Ruffino

Voga

899

Vina San
Esteban

699

Beringer
White 

Zinfandel

599
750 ML

Yellow
Tail
ALL TYPES

(EXCEPT RESERVES)

699
750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET   •MERLOT  •SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR   
•RIESLING 1099

1.5 L 899
1.5 L

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL
•WHITE
ZINFANDEL

Woodbridge
by Robert Mondavi

•SILVER  . . 24.99
•REPOSADO .27.99
•AÑEJO  . .32.99

750
ML

1.5 L

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE 1299

4 L

4 L

5 L BOX

3 L

3 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1999•MODUS

Dewar’s
12 YEAR OLD 2799

750
ML

750
ML

BeerBeer
We Carry the Largest Selection
of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED
PRICES!

Argentina

Alamos
Malbec 2006

799

Blackberry and plum
aromas on the nose 
as well as floral and
toast. A soft mouthfeel
with sweet black rasp-
berry and cassis fruit
flavors layered with
hints of coffee, choco-
late and spice.
Concludes with a long,
lingering finish with
ripe velvety tannins.

750
ML

Germany

Dr. Loosen
Riesling

2006
Dense blackberries
and cherries, rich,
silky, spicy and
supple from start
to lingering finish.
The dense core of
fruit will radiate 
concentrated fruit
flavors for more
than a decade.  

Napa Valley

Rutherford
Hill

Merlot 2004

1499
750
ML1599

750
ML 899

750
ML

An off-dry white,
bursting with
peach and citrus
notes on a plump,
accessible frame.
Modest length.
Delicious now and
should be enjoyed
young due to its
low acidity.

Napa Valley

Sterling
Cabernet Sauvignon

2005
Dark ruby in color, spicy
notes of raspberry and
black cherry with hints
of cedar and toasty oak.
Flavors of black cherry
and blackberry, 
raspberries, and hints of
roasted coffee and an
earthy, savory spiciness
coat the palate. Has a
long, elegant finish.

1799
750
ML

France

Georges
Duboeuf

Pouilly Fuisse 2006
This Pouilly Fuisse can com-
pete with the great wines
of Burgundy. Its color is an
unrivaled 
golden green. A bouquet
of roasted almonds, lime
tree and verbena with a
hint of vanilla, is apparent.
Once stored in oak casks, it
develops a real bouquet of
flavors. Ages quite well.

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Frey Organic Wine
Natural Red
or
Natural White 699

750
ML

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

ALL 750 MLALL 750 ML ALL 750 ML

1.75 L

Absolut
Vodka

REGULAR & FLAVORED

3099
1.75 L

Jack
Daniels

3799
1.75 L

Beefeater
Gin

2999
1.75 L

Kahlua
COFFEE

LIQUEUR

1799
750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Your
Choice!

California

Toasted
Head

Chardonnay 2006

1099
750
ML

This Chardonnay has ripe
pear and nectarine 
aromas, with a touch of
papaya and banana 
tropical fruit, vanilla and
light spice. On the palate,
fresh nectarine, citrus and
tropical fruit flavors are
complemented by toasty
butterscotch oak. 

Glenlivet
•NADURRA
16 YR. OLD. 4999

•FRENCH OAK
15 YR. OLD. 4499

•SINGLE MALT
12 YR. OLD. 3399

Glenlivet
ALL 750 ML

ALL 750 ML

Ports

More Government
on Page 16

County JV Justice
Initiative Gets Award
ELIZABETH – The U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice, Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP) have selected Union
County’s Juvenile Expediting Team
(UJET) program as the only “Best
Practices Model” for Disproportion-
ate Minority Contact Reduction in
New Jersey. The program was one of
14 nationwide to receive the award.

Administered by the Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision of Youth Services, the UJET is
a Union County government initia-
tive, which focuses on reducing the
number of minority youth in the juve-
nile justice system. The initiative is
comprised of a multi-disciplinary
team of volunteers that provide fam-
ily court judges with alternatives to
secure custody.

“This national recognition is im-
portant because the federal govern-
ment now requires the state’s grant
allocations to be used to reduce dis-
proportionate minority contact with
the juvenile justice system,” said Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada.
“Since the UJET is meeting this re-
quirement, the county is in a good
position to compete for additional
federal and state grant dollars.”

The UJET, established in 2004, has
reduced the average daily population
and recidivism rate among juveniles
in custody awaiting community-based
services and/or placement.

Union County’s UJET initiative has
been added to a database featuring
intervention and prevention strate-
gies that work to insure equal treat-
ment of all youth.

Union County seeks to recruit and
train additional volunteers for the pro-
gram. For information on the UJET
program, call (908) 527-4835.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Baccate – Bearing berries
2. Nisus – An effort or endeavor
3. Lavolta – An old dance somewhat

resembling the waltz
4. Arachis – The common peanut

BRUMMAGEM
1. Anything cheap and gaudy such as

imitation jewelry
2. A medieval cannon on wheels
3. A nagging, scolding woman
4. Small number; insufficiency

VAFROUS
1. Salty; saline
2. Nomadic; roving
3. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
4. Crafty or cunning

DIAPHANOUS
1. Producing dew
2. Transparent or translucent
3. Wanting; needy
4. Discolored or blackened as if by

burning
BAWBEE

1. An old work horse
2. An Eskimo coat made of bird feath-

ers
3. Wobbling or walking in a swaying

manner
4. A half penny or small coin

Eliminating County Gov. Would
Show it is Possible Not to Raise Taxes

Recreation Department Thanks All
For Success of Scotch Plains Egg Hunt

Shouldn’t Towns,
BOE’s Cut Budgets?
If America is in for hard times, shouldn’t

the municipal government and board of
education be adopting austerity budgets?

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Family Thanks SP/FW Community
For Acts of Kindness During Illness

Scotch Plains Reader Chides Whitman
Over Her ‘Bag Full of Solutions’

Iraq War Should Be Ended Now So
We Can Tend to Our Own Problems

WHS Parents Committee Deserves
Thanks for Success of Anything Goes

IRS Needs Help
To Reach Individuals
The IRS needs your help. Starting in

May, economic-stimulus payments of up
to $600 for individuals ($1,200 for mar-
ried couples) will be issued by the IRS,
based on 2007 tax returns. Parents also
get $300 for each eligible child.

People must file a 2007 tax return.
That’s it. But here’s where the IRS needs
help. Millions of people are eligible but
may not know it. These are certain retir-
ees, disabled vets and low-wage workers
who normally don’t file a tax return. This
year, they must file to receive the pay-
ments.

People can help not just the IRS, but
perhaps themselves, friends or family.
Help us spread the word. People who
have at least $3,000 from wages or certain
benefits from Social Security, Railroad
Retirement and Veterans Affairs may be
eligible.

They need to file a return. We’ll do the
rest. Please, visit irs.gov for details.

Gregg Semanick
IRS Spokesperson, Mountainside

We are all wrapped up every day with
all the complex nuances of our lives and
the horrible things we see on the news.
But we rarely hear about those helpful
little things that people do that help an-
other person get through the day. And let
me tell you, our town has a lot of this
kindness that no one hears about. I want to
thank so many people of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for their unbelievable
thoughtfulness and support during a very
challenging time for our family.

I have been ill, in and out of the hospital
for almost a year. Some ordinary commu-
nity members – average people you see
on our streets and in our stores – took on
a responsibility to community service as
an act of generosity and responsibility. I
was humbled and amazed to see the self-
less giving of the people in our town who
realize the reality of helping others through
life’s struggles.

The privileges and responsibilities of
living in a community should embrace
social and business aspects, but also tan-
gible and real service to support its mem-
bers. Our community has come through
and I’m proud. Common names but un-
common folks – Judy, Nancy, Angelo,
Meg, Dan, Patricia, Stacy, Bill, Susan,
Dolores, John, Bob, Toni, Charlene, Jessi,
Linda, Sue, Jennifer, Odette, Josephine,
Dorothy, Gerri, Va Va, others that shall
go nameless and goodhearted members
of our rescue squad and police depart-
ment, compassionate staff of our library
and understanding members of the Jr.
Woman’s Club.

I thank them all immensely and have
experienced such unselfish human love

and integrity.
I stumbled upon a quote that I thought

was very interesting. “Ultimately, com-
munity service…forces you to look at
yourself in the mirror.” (Steve Ehrlich)
This past year of illness and struggles has
put things into perspective for me. I have
to accept help from others. I’ve learned
that community service shouldn’t only be
something a person does for a few hours
on a Saturday and then go home (even
though that is very much needed and
important.) It is far more than that. I’ve
learned that a person’s actions – both big
and small, from those immense
fundraisers to personal conversations –
all support others.

That there’s so much going on in our
lives and the world, we become so con-
sumed with our daily activities and sig-
nificant, more global, events. We all
should take a little time out to help our
neighbor or passer-by. Small offerings
like a visit, meal, ride, card, call, repair or
a random act of kindness… all are of need
and benefit to others.

I’ve learned that giving starts with the
people around me and then has the power
to reach people across the world. But, at
the end of the day, it ends up once again
with those friends and neighbors whose
hearts are right there around you. I truly
appreciate their efforts. I’m proud to be
part of a community that has so many
people who quietly and anonymously are
so understanding and ready to lend a
hand.

Adrienne Robertiello and Family
Scotch Plains

I thoroughly enjoyed reading Kate
Whitman’s campaign release published
in your March 13 edition. Ms. Whitman’s
use of such terms as “tax-and-spend” and
“liberal” to describe Linda Stender shows
that we can expect a new kind of cam-
paign from this first time candidate for
Congress. Her criticism of Ms. Stender
for attending a campaign fundraiser on
the weekend “instead of fighting for the
taxpayers” gives us all the assurance that
Ms. Whitman would never do anything
so insidious as attend any fundraisers for
her own campaign.

As to her referring to Ms. Stender as a
“career politician,” it will be certainly
refreshing to be able to vote for Ms.
Whitman, a veritable political novice (who
just coincidentally happens to be a scion
of one of the most traditional political
families in all of New Jersey). Oh...and by

the way, as for Ms. Whitman’s criticism
of Governor Corzine’s plans to address a
disastrous, chronic budget deficit, maybe
our state’s fiscal situation wouldn’t be so
dire if Ms. Whitman’s mother had not
been so irresponsible with her approach
to pension liability funding.

But, maybe Ms. Whitman is actually
shortchanging the voters. Her six-point
plan includes reducing taxes, cutting
wasteful spending, finishing the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, ethics reform, forc-
ing illegal immigrants to “self-deport” (I
can’t wait to hear her convince an illegal
immigrant to “self-deport”), provide af-
fordable healthcare for all families, etc.
With such an agenda, shouldn’t she be
running for higher office with this bag full
of solutions?

Larry Sanders
Scotch Plains

Some say that the American people
have not sacrificed in the Iraq war. This
cannot be further from the truth. Large
cuts were made in necessary domestic
spending, and more cuts have been pro-
posed. The latest budget from President
Bush contains a large cut in Medicare.

Nobel Laureate economist Joseph
Stiglitz made a compelling argument that
there is a direct relationship between Iraq
deficit spending and the slowing economy.
Money borrowed for Iraq devaluated the
dollar and resulted in a glut of cheap

capital. The cash-rich banks got sloppy
and loaned money to anyone to buy a
home. A housing bubble emerged and
now has burst. Deficit spending does
matter. A bankrupt nation’s currency be-
comes worthless; inflation increases, and
consumer spending drops.

The Iraq occupation has gone on for
five years now; it’s time to end it and tend
to our own problems.

Robert Scardapane
Somerset

Westfield High School has a long tra-
dition of producing truly astounding the-
atrical productions and the recent run of
Anything Goes was no exception. The
talent and hard work of the cast, crew and
producers speak for themselves, but there
is another group that deserves recogni-
tion.

While parents have always played an
important role behind the scenes, this was
the first time that a formal “Parents’ Com-
mittee” was formed to help. I would like
to thank and congratulate every member
of the committee on the role they played
in making this production a smash hit.

In the same way that every member of
the cast and crew makes a contribution to
the action on stage, every one of the
committee members played a key part in

the success of the run. There are too many
volunteers to recognize individually, but
the results of their efforts were obvious.
The lobby looked fabulous and ticket
sales and concessions ran smoothly. We
got great publicity in the local papers, the
program looked great and the ad sales and
other fundraisers were astounding. The
costumes, some of which were hand sewn
by parents, captured the period perfectly.
We even managed to get healthy dinners
into some otherwise stressed-out thespi-
ans during the final week of rehearsals.

Once again, my sincere thanks to all of
the parent volunteers who helped make
Anything Goes a success.

Trudy Silverman, Parents’
Committee Chairperson

WHS

I attended my second Union County
freeholder meting on Thursday, March
13. Another disappointing meeting. In
order to keep this editorial brief, I will cut
to the chase and let you know why taxes
will rise again in 2008. Freeholder Chair-
man Estrada said it is impossible not to
raise taxes. At least he was honest. Al-
though I do have a couple of ways we may
be able to lower taxes:

Don’t hire the 51 corrections officers
the county says it needs. Did we have 51
retirements? Were we running 51 short
and is that why we had the escape and
subsequent manhunt? Don’t build the $3-
million building in Westfield. (The funds
were just approved for this building a
second time. The first time the funds were
approved, they were used for the arts
center in Rahway.)

How necessary is this building? And in
these difficult times, we have to make
tough decisions. Such as, at least tempo-
rarily, eliminate funding for parades and
other such niceties. These may be nice
things to do for the community, but we
simply can’t afford to spend money we
don’t have. Perhaps private enterprise,
community organizations and individual
citizens will step up to the plate and offer
to underwrite these activities.

Every little bit helps. If Freeholder
Chairman Estrada believes it is impos-
sible not to raise taxes, perhaps we should
eliminate Union County government. Put
control back in the hands of our neigh-
bors in our local communities. Show him
it is possible to not raise taxes.

Lance Cook
Westfield

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department and the Scotch Plains
Junior Women’s Club, I’d like to thank
all those for making the Easter Egg Hunt
on March 16 such a huge success.

The following local businesses gener-
ously donated gifts for the young egg
hunters: Palmer Video of Scotch Plains,
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy, Learning Ex-
press and Liss Pharmacy of Summit.

Certainly, without a facility and the

help of advertising, this event would not
be able to come off. Both the recreation
department and junior women’s club thank
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education for allowing the use of Park
Middle School for the egg hunt, as well as
advertising the event throughout the dis-
trict.

Finally, a great deal of gratitude goes to
all those who volunteered. While there
are so many to name, each of them are
really the unsung heroes of this event.

Once again, I thank everyone involved
who had a helping hand, whether small or
large. All those who helped during the
egg hunt brought spring on an otherwise
rainy day.

Stephen Dahl
Recreation Supervisor

Township of Scotch Plains

Muhlenberg Hospital Closing Will Create a Real Strain
On Other Hospitals, Escalating Overcrowded Conditions

Coronato Says ‘Enough is Enough, Councilman Glover;’
Claims His ‘Self-Promotion Statements’ are Inaccurate

As an EMT with a volunteer rescue
squad, I can only hope that anyone in
Union County who needs emergency
transport to a hospital starting in the fall
picks a nice, quiet day when no one else
is sick. Otherwise, he or she will be in for
a long trip to whatever hospital isn’t di-
verting patients, a long wait on a hallway
stretcher and who knows how many com-
plications along the way.

As my EMS colleagues will confirm,
Overlook Hospital has been on “divert”
status with increasing frequency, advis-
ing rescue squads in advance not to bring
any more patients because there’s no
room. The same is true for RW Johnson
Hospital at Rahway. The emergency room
at JFK Hospital in Edison is similarly

packed many days and Union Hospital’s
scaled-down emergency room handles
only non-critical patients. We’re all out
of local hospitals.

Aging, overweight baby boomers are
using emergency services more, not less.
Heart disease is still the number one killer
in America. So, one day in September, a
person having a heart attack likely will no
longer have a 10-minute ride to the near-
est hospital ER because it’ll either be
closed or on divert status. They’ll be in
the care of excellent paramedics and
EMT’s while in the ambulance, but where
will they end up? Livingston? Somerville?
New Brunswick? Newark? And how
many others will be in line ahead of them?

Every single resident of Union County

should be concerned about the closing of
Muhlenberg and the escalating over-
crowding of the other hospitals. You might
not be able to change the entire, screwed
up health care system, but you can cer-
tainly write letters to your state lawmak-
ers, Governor Corzine, U.S. Senators
Lautenberg and Menendez and the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior
Services. Google them— they all have e-
mail links, addresses and phone numbers.

This is the place where tax dollars and
leadership by those we elected should be
focused right now. Because once you’ve
lost timely emergency health services,
what’s next?

Tom Kranz
Fanwood

Letters from Scotch Plains Council-
man Kevin Glover criticizing township
mayor Martin Marks have been constant
since Mr. Glover took his seat on the
council in 2007. His most recent letter
attacking Mayor Marks is way out of
bounds.

He refers to Mayor Marks as a “tax and
spend mayor,” along with further imply-
ing that the mayor has not done his best to
try to curtail spending within reason or to
keep tax increases for local government
purposes as low as reasonably possible.
Enough is enough.

The township council is made up of
five elected officials, including Mayor
Marks. The other four are: Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, Councilman Jeff Strauss,
Councilman Glover and myself. The
township council has a collective respon-
sibility to approve a budget as a five-
member policy making body. Each mem-
ber has an equal vote. The vote of the
mayor is no less important or no more

important than the other members of the
township council.

Mr. Glover must have forgotten that
the 2007 budget was adopted by a vote of
4 to 1. Councilman Glover voted in the
negative. Marty, Nancy, Jeff and I care-
fully considered all possible options, de-
liberated openly and objectively, and
adopted the budget with a 4 to 1 bi-
partisan vote. We believed that the ap-
proved 2007 budget would serve our resi-
dents as efficiently and effectively as
possible. No decisions were easy, but we
were elected to make tough decisions.
The 2008 budget appears to be even more
challenging than last year.

Mr. Glover claims that if his position
on the 2007 budget had been accepted,
the township would have supposedly been
in the same financial health right now.
First of all, Mr. Glover appeared to change
his stance on the budget several times in
2007. The final position he seemed to
have last year would have depleted our

surplus (fund balance) by $300,000 for
the 2008 budget year. The financial chal-
lenges for 2008 are huge, as has been
undoubtedly noted by all who have been
reading the newspapers. The surplus (fund
balance) should be used judiciously over
a period of years to better protect all
property taxpayers from steep increases
year to year.

Councilman Glover should stop his
self-promotion tactics. Mr. Glover should
also refrain from his constant propensity
for making inaccurate statements for what
he apparently feels is his own political
good, not for the wellbeing of the resi-
dents and taxpayers of Scotch Plains. Mr.
Glover must believe that his misleading
statements will benefit him personally,
since they certainly are not helpful for the
township.

Paulette Coronato
Councilwoman

Scotch Plains

Scutari: Sequoia Should
Submit to Investigation

Evidently, Sequoia believes that main-
taining its ‘trade secrets’ trumps the rights
of New Jerseyans to have their votes
properly recorded in an election. I call
upon the company to submit to an inde-
pendent investigation, as proposed by
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and
the Constitutional Officers Association
of New Jersey, in order to insure the
integrity of its machines ahead of
November’s General Election.

[Failure to comply with this request]
could result in an inquiry by the State
Senate Government Committee: Elections
fall under our purview, and I am certain
that the committee’s membership would
be very interested in hearing Sequoia
defend its policy of preventing election
officials from acting to protect our con-
stituents’ right to vote.

[I] promise two new pieces of legisla-
tion to improve New Jersey’s electoral
processes. The first would require, at the
state’s expense, the replacement of elec-
tronic voting machines with optical scan
paper ballot technology in all 21 counties,
should Sequoia and the Attorney General
fail to produce a machine with viable
Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) technology by January 1, 2009.

The second would require that a Vot-
ing Machine Integrity Unit be established
within the New Jersey Division of Gam-
ing Enforcement in order to thoroughly
test and certify all new voting technolo-
gies before they are implemented. The
Division’s Technical Services Bureau is
presently responsible for testing all elec-
tronic and mechanical games of chance,
such as slot machines, before they can be
deployed on the floor of Atlantic City’s
casinos.

It’s an embarrassment that we have a
far more rigorous and thorough approach
to ensuring the fidelity of our slot ma-
chines than our voting machines.
February’s failures underscore New
Jersey’s need for a professional unit of
experts to vet voting technologies before
they are employed in the field. The Divi-
sion of Gaming Enforcement has a dem-
onstrated reputation for competence and
precision that I believe can be tapped for
the benefit of all New Jerseyans.

Sen. Nicholas Scutari, LD-21, Linden

Editor’s note: According to media re-
ports, Edwin Smith, an executive with
Sequoia Voting Systems, wrote a two-
page letter threatening Union County with
a lawsuit if County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
proceeded with plans for an independent
study by Edward Felten, a professor of
computer science and public affairs at
Princeton University.

Senator Scutari is chairman of the State
Government Committee.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

We Are at a Time When More News
Integrity and Validity are Needed

Bills breed in legislative committees in Trenton. Some die,
others linger and then some pop up for the voting session.
Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts sends a notice to all legisla-
tors a week in advance.

On March 7, he sent a list of 49 bills up for vote on March 13.
The subjects varied from eliminating legal notices in newspa-
pers, shopping cart laws, increasing fines for child passenger
seat violations, broadening stalking laws, stopping horseshoe
crab farming and prohibiting those under the age of 19 from
possession of tobacco or smoking in public places.

With such a long and varied list, some legislators ask their
colleagues, “What’s this one about, and how should I vote?”

Several of these bills caught our attention and raised red flags.
It’s already illegal to sell cigarettes to an under-age person. The
proposed law of possession goes far beyond acceptable bounds,
in our opinion. What about the nightmarish scenario where an
18-year-old soldier returns home from Iraq and gets arrested for
smoking; let alone that it’s illegal for him to drink.

With expansion of these morality laws, seems like everyone,
at some time, is guilty of something. Probable cause? There goes
too illegal search and seizure protection of the Constitution.

Another one that scares us is the government’s initiative to
eliminate the posting of legal notices in newspapers and, in-
stead, permit state, counties, towns and boards of education to
post them on their websites.

Admittedly, it seems like we, as a newspaper, have a selfish

interest in this one. However, maybe this is not so. The price to
publish legal notices is set by law and has not changed since
1986 – a time when a case of Schaefer’s went for $6.99. We
struggle today to cover the cost of providing this service.

The more important issues involve government hiding more
from the media (and the public), government being in the news
business (shades of Pravda), a decline in the validity of the
media and the lessened integrity of archival information.

The Internet is a wonderful and powerful medium; however,
it can be changed and deleted in an instant. Generally, it’s not
archived, not disseminated to multiple independent sources, and
not archived in libraries.

The news in printed form involves a rigorous process of
crosschecking, resulting in hoped-for validity. We use the
Internet, but to supplement our printed reach to the public.

We remember an upset school superintendent storming into
our office over past budget figures we had just published. She
opened up her records to show how our figures were wrong and
asked where we got ours.

We took our bound books of the newspaper from those years
and showed the legal notices published by her department. That
ended the discussion.

We are at a time when there are too many laws; yet, the
important ones go un-enforced. We are at a time when govern-
ment needs closer scrutiny, not less. We are at a time when there
needs to be more validity of the media, not less.
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Stop Oral Cancer
Before It Starts–
See Us For An
Oral Cancer
S c r e e n i n g

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Oral Screenings Save Lives

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Be Safe - Not Sorry
• Oral cancer is on the rise in America.

• Virtually everyone is at risk.

• One out of four people who develop oral 
cancer do not show the usual lifestyle risk 
factors such as smoking or socially 
transmitted disease.

Early Detection Works Best
• Our screening exam, done in the office,  

detects unhealthy cells years before they
can turn into cancer.

• The exam is simple, safe, accurate
and painless.

• The exam takes only 15 minutes.

• It is the prevention measure of choice
for dentists and their patients.

The 2008 Annual School Election:
Your Vote on April 15 is Essential

This spring, New Jersey voters will
have another opportunity to express their
viewpoint: the Annual School Election
on Tuesday, April 15. In more than 90
percent of New Jersey’s communities,
voters will select candidates to serve on
their local boards of education. In addi-
tion, they will have an opportunity —
available in only a handful of other states
— to vote “yes” or “no” on a proposed
school budget.

As president of the New Jersey School
Boards Association and a member of a
local board of education for almost 15
years, I am often asked about the impor-
tance of the election. Here are answers to
some frequently asked questions.

What is at stake?
Voters will choose more than 1,500

positions on the ballot statewide.
Voters will vote for or against a pro-

posed school operating budget (“base
budget”) for 2008-2009. If it passes, it is
adopted. If voters reject it, the municipal
governing body decides to leave it intact
or make cuts.

Some school districts may also ask
voters to act on additional ballot ques-
tions, requesting funds for specific pro-
grams or staff not included in the pro-
posed base budget. These additional bal-
lot questions must tell voters exactly what
program or position will be funded — for
example, playground repairs or hiring
reading aides in the elementary grades. A
recent state law requires that these “sec-
ond ballot questions” pass by a 60 percent
majority.

What is the role of the local school
board?

Boards of education are nonpartisan
bodies responsible for ensuring account-
ability, effectiveness and efficiency in
schools. Their members are not paid. The
board does not run the school district —
that’s the job of the superintendent. Rather,
the board works with the administration
to set district goals.

School boards annually evaluate their
superintendents, oversee the budget, ap-
prove curriculum and represent the pub-
lic in contract negotiations with labor
unions. Board members are part of a team
that fosters community engagement,
shapes education policy and creates the
framework for student achievement. The
board is the liaison between the commu-
nity and the school district. The board
communicates the needs of the schools to
the public, but it also represents the
community’s wishes for the local school
system.

What is the significance of the pro-
posed school district budget?

The school budget covers everything
from textbooks to teacher salaries, main-
tenance and transportation. On April 15,
voters will be asked to approve the amount
of local property taxes that will be used to
support the spending plan.

All voters have a stake in the outcome,
whether or not they have children in the
school system or are homeowners or rent-
ers. Not only does the school budget
affect property taxes, but strong local
schools enhance the quality of life in a
community and can make a town more
attractive to prospective homebuyers and
business investors. Most important, qual-
ity public schools provide children with
the opportunities they need to succeed
and to take their place as productive citi-
zens.

How do state laws and policies affect
the school budget?

On April 15, voters will actually cast
ballots on the amount of local property
taxes to be raised for school purposes.
However, state policies — especially state
aid to education — play a significant role
in shaping a school district’s budget and
the proposed school property tax levy.
When casting their ballots, voters need to
understand that the school budget isn’t
just the result of decisions made by their
local school board. The budget is strongly
influenced by state and federal funding
— and by state and federal requirements
to provide certain programs and services.

This past January, a new school fund-
ing formula was passed by the state Leg-
islature and signed by the governor. For
2008-2009, the state is guaranteeing a
minimum 2 percent increase in state fund-
ing for every district. Some school dis-
tricts, notably those with growing enroll-
ment and/or concentrations of low-in-
come students, may see state aid increases
up to 20 percent. Some districts will be
required to dedicate a large portion of
their school aid increases directly to re-
ductions in school property tax rates. In
addition, the method for distributing state
funding for special education was also
revised, with a larger share provided on a
wealth basis, among other changes.

Voters should also be aware that schools
are operating under restrictions that limit
the increase in the growth of the school
property tax levy to 4 percent a year.
Because of these restrictions, some dis-
tricts might find it necessary to propose
additional (“second ballot”) questions to
fund needed programs or simply to main-
tain existing levels of services.

How do I learn more about my school
board candidates and my district’s bud-
get?

Registered voters will receive a sample
ballot listing candidates, the district’s base
budget proposal and any additional ques-
tions that will be on the ballot. Residents
are encouraged to stay informed by read-
ing about proposed school budgets and
school board candidates in their local
newspapers, and through local voter fo-
rums or debates.

Your local school board must publish a
summary of the proposed budget in local
newspapers; the board also must hold a
public hearing on the matter.

Who may vote in the annual school
election?

All registered voters may participate in
the annual school election. If you are not
currently registered to vote in your mu-
nicipality and you wish to participate in
the school election, you must register
with your county’s board of elections or
county superintendent of elections by
Tuesday, March 25. Voter registration
information is available through the of-
fice of your municipal clerk and the office
of your county clerk.

When and where do I vote?
By law, polls must be open from 5 to 9

p.m. on April 15. However, most school
districts schedule additional voting hours.
For the exact polling hours and locations
in your community, contact your local
board of education or the office of your
county clerk, or refer to the sample ballot
you receive in the mail.

Kevin Ciak, President
New Jersey School Boards Assoc.

Editor’s Note: Kevin Ciak has served
as a member of the Sayreville Board of
Education for almost 15 years. This letter
was edited for brefity.

Volunteers Help Send
Boxes to U.S. Troops

SCOTCH PLAINS – On a snowy
Saturday in February, volunteers as-
sembled more than 520 boxes of treats
and toiletries to be sent to U.S. troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Supplies were donated through the
combined efforts of all PTA’s in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s (SP-F)
school district, working with Opera-
tion Shoebox NJ.

U.S. Postal Service flat-rate boxes
were filled with lip balm, eye drops,
granola bars, soap, deodorant, skin
lotion, powdered drink mixes, canned
fruit, gum, insect repellent and more.

Notes and greeting cards, written
and decorated by students from SP-F
public schools and Holy Trinity pre-
school in Westfield, were placed in
the packages.

Bountiful donations of these snacks
and toiletries were sorted on the snowy
Friday beforehand. On Saturday
morning, Operation Shoebox NJ

members supplied U.S. Postal Ser-
vice Flat Rate boxes. Donations of
checks, cash and online contributions
covered the $8.95 postage for each
box.

Student and parent volunteers, as
well as community members from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, spent
seven hours, between Friday and Sat-
urday, sorting and collating the dona-
tions in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) cafeteria. Approxi-
mately 100 volunteers packed more
than 520 boxes, which were handed
over to Operation Shoebox NJ for
delivery to the Postal Service.

Community members may also
continue making monetary donations
at the Operation Shoebox NJ website,
opshoeboxnj.org. This will support
the ongoing mission of sending pack-
ages to troops.

Earlier in February, servicemen
visited Park and Terrill Middle
Schools, explaining to students about
the need for such items as Operation
Shoebox NJ sends.

The packages are sent out to troops
on the front lines, isolated from
American “PX” supply centers.
Greetings from youth and adults state-
side particularly bolster morale.

For questions or further informa-
tion, contact SP-F PTA Council Presi-
dent Deb Brody at (908) 233-1323.

CARING MEETING...Coordinated by the PTA’s, Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District students and other community volunteers pack over 500 boxes of treats
and supplies for the U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

MVC Officers Online
Safer Driving Courses
TRENTON — Motor Vehicle Com-

mission (MVC) Chief Administrator
Sharon Harrington has announced that
the MVC has entered into partner-
ships with two groups that will offer
online defensive driving courses for
New Jersey drivers.

Major Boscia in Iraq, Serves
Country for 4th Generation
IRAQ — Major Joseph W. Boscia

of Westfield is one third of the way
through his 15-month assignment in
Iraq. He is serving as the Brigade
Engineer Officer in the Headquarters
of the Army’s 3rd Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault), stationed at a base at
Baghdad International Airport. He is
responsible for a variety of tasks,
including protection from, identifi-
cation and removal of IED’s (impro-
vised explosive devices).

JB, as Joe is known, is a 4th genera-
tion Army “GI Joe.” He follows his
great-grandfather Joe, who served in
the Pennsylvania National Guard for
many years, his grandfather Joe, who
served in the Army in World War II,
and his father Joe, who served as an
infantry captain in Vietnam.

Major Boscia was assigned to the
101st at Ft. Campbell, KY, prior to
moving with his brigade to Iraq. His
wife Nancy, and children Alexis and
Joseph “Will,” live in Clarkesville,
TN., next to the fort. Clarkesville was
made famous in the Monkees’ song,
“Last Train to Clarkesville,” after one
of the group was stationed there.

Major Boscia graduated from Holy
Trinity, St. Joseph’s in Metuchen and
the University of Dayton. He earned
his master’s of engineering manage-
ment from the University of Missouri
– Rolla. He previously served with

the 2nd Infantry Division in Korea,
the 1st Cavalry Division and the 82nd
Airborne Division. He completed 30
parachute jumps. He earned the
Ranger Tab, Sapper Tab, Air Assault
wings and Senior Parachutist wings.

His parents, Joe and Sue, reside in
Westfield.

THE BOSCIA’S...Four generations of service to the country are pictured above.
See the story below.

Recycling Set March 29
At UCC Cranford

CRANFORD – The County of Union
will sponsor a special recycling event on
Saturday, March 29, so Union County
residents can get rid of household special
waste and old automobile tires in an envi-
ronmentally safe manner. The collection
will take place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Union County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

All residents, not businesses, of the
county are eligible at no cost or pre-
registration. Drive to the site with waste
and workers will unload the vehicles.
There is a limit of eight automobile tires
(without rims) per household.

 Accepted waste includes oil-based
paint and varnish, antifreeze, aerosol cans,
pool chemicals, corrosives, pesticides,
herbicides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters, gaso-
line, batteries, thermostats, fluorescent
bulbs (unbroken), and mercury switches.

A list of materials that will be accepted
on March 29 is available at ucnj.org. The
waste collection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of residency is required. For more
information, call (908) 654-9889.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From one of the cooler parts of Victoria, this

Australian Shiraz isn’t one of those overblown
monsters that seem to dominate this price category.

There is power, but there is also elegance and length.

There are food friendly tones of blackberry, earth,
mulberry and white pepper.  It lingers forever on the

palate.  You can buy two and have one with your

Easter lamb and put one away for ten years.

Syan Shiraz Reserve  $49.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 03/26/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $29.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $58.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $30.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $30.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $19.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $19.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $21.99   750ml

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

Wines for Easter Dinner

From Austria’s great Wachau region, this property dates to 1002.  This is dry and
bright and filled with strawberry and cherry.  The good clean acid makes it perfect

for spring and a great pick with your Easter ham.

In the moderate price range there may not be a better wine maker in the Pfalz than
Kurt Darting.  Lovely tropical notes with hints of pineapple balanced by great

acidity.  Clean and snappy on the palate.

Oregon Pinot Noir has received a great deal of attention, and frankly a bit too much
money over the last few years.  Because of that we are delighted with this excellent

example at a reasonable price.  There are all kinds of cherry and raspberry fruit here and
it is complimented by anise, mocha and lavender.  This will work with lamb or ham.

85% Grenache, 9% Syrah and 6% Mouvedre, this is what Chateauneuf should
taste like.  Ignore the funny shaped bottles and get the black cherry, pepper and

earthy notes in this. There is a tang of sweet sage on the finish that suggests
lamb with a herb crust.

This isn’t one of those California chardonnays that need the botox of bad fake oak
aging to make it pretty.  All the apricot, pear, butterscotch and peach flavors have a

creamy texture.  This proves that weight on the palate doesn’t mean heavy.

This white mutation of pinot noir achieves its best results in eastern Austria.  It is
both complex and long on the palate.  Lots of grapefruit, orange and apple along

with a creamy texture from lees aging.  Great with ham and even better with lobster.

Not many folks have noticed that Croatia is emerging as an important, well priced,
wine country.  This should help change some minds.  Aged for 18 months in French

oak, this holds a cornucopia of flavors including cherry, coffee, tobacco, sage and
pomegranate.  Roasted meats and aged cheeses both work well here.

No grape has been more abused by the market place than pinot grigio.  It doesn’t
have to taste like the overpriced tap water that is so popular.  This has deep and
generous fruit, great mineral and acid components and a lingering finish.  More

expensive?  Yes.  But unlike the other one, this will improve with age.  Great wine.

Tegernseerhof Zweigelt Rose  $14.99

Darting Durkheimer Riesling Kabinett  $19.99

Foris Maple Ranch Pinot Noir  $29.99

Clos des Brusquieres Chat. Du Pape  $39.99

Chatom Vineyard Chardonnay  $14.99

Prieler Pinot Blanc  $25.99

Bibich Mantra Grenache  $24.99

Toros Collio Pinot Grigio  $38.99
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Community Cleanup
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Clean
Community Committee has an-
nounced that the 19th annual borough
cleanup will be held on Saturday, April
19, in celebration of Earth Day.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30
a.m. at the south side Fanwood train
station parking area and will be as-
signed to clean a specific area. The
work should be completed by noon.
Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves and
litterbags will be furnished to all par-
ticipants.

Public Works Director Clinton
Dicksen chairs the committee and
will be joined by Bob McCarthy, Greg
Cummings, Pam Sayles, Linda Talcott
and Dean Talcott.

The committee is working in con-
junction with the Fanwood Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW). Volun-
teers are asked to notify the Fanwood
DPW in advance by calling (908) 322-
7404. Walk-ins also will be welcome.

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the public –Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Saturday, March 22, 2008
TIME: 9:00 - 11:00 AM 
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Help support the Fanwood PBA and their dedication to our 
community. Join us for a delicious hot breakfast and 
get FREE photos with the Easter Bunny!

DONATIONS - All You Can Eat 
Adults: $10.00 • Kids: $5.00 • 5 & Under: FREE

IRS Forms Need Filing
To Get Rebate Check
AREA – In order to receive a United

States government rebate check, se-
nior citizens, those with low income
and persons on Social Security Dis-
ability must file an IRS income tax
form for 2007. This is required, even
for those who normally do not have to
file due to insufficient income.

Individuals only have to list on the
IRS 1040 or 1040A the following
income: wages (if any); gross Social
Security; self-employment income (if
any); veterans disability payments;
railroad retirement benefits and pen-
sion income.

Interest, dividends and capital
gains are not to be included. For
assistance, call the Scotch Plains
Public Library at (908) 322-5007 for
an appointment.

Egg Hunt to Be Held
Saturday In Fanwood
FANWOOD – The annual Easter

Egg Hunt will take place in Fanwood
on Saturday, March 22, beginning at
10 a.m. sharp at Forest Road Park.

All children age 10 and under are
invited to participate and meet the
Easter Bunny. More than 1,000 eggs
filled with various treats, including
hundreds of prize tickets, will be hid-
den around the park.

Additionally, prizes will be awarded
for the following contests: Guess the
number of jellybeans; guess the num-
ber of chocolate eggs; egg decorating
contest and bunny-drawing contest.
Children should bring their own deco-
rated egg or bunny drawing to enter.

Grand prizes will be provided by
these Fanwood merchants: Irma’s
Hallmark, South Street Café Pizza
and Pasta, Enchantments, Sports
Place, Fanwood Corner Store,
Panettone’s, Double Dipper, Rice Inn,
Fanwood Bagel and Deli, China Moon
and Dunkin’ Donuts, as well as Heart
for Humanity. For more information,
access visitfanwood.com/recreation
or call Fanwood Recreation at (908)
370-7092.

Miss Kelly Keener and William Kennelly

Miss Kelly Keener
To Wed William Kennelly

Miss Kelly Keener of Oxford, Mich.
and William Kennelly of Saline, Mich.
have announced their engagement and
upcoming wedding.

The bride-to-be is the daughter of
Kenneth and Susan Keener of Ox-
ford, Mich. A 2001 graduate of Ox-
ford High School, she earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Anthropology
from Wayne State University in De-
troit, Mich. She is attending Wayne
State for her Master of Science de-
gree in Genetic Counseling.

Her fiancé is the son of William
and Maureen Kennelly of Saline,

Mich. and the grandson of Evelyn
and the late William J. Kennelly, Jr. of
Westfield. He is a 2000 graduate of
Saline High School, holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in History from Michi-
gan State University in East Lansing,
Mich. and earned his Teacher’s Certi-
fication from Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity in Ypsilanti, Mich.

The couple will be married in June
in Leonard, Mich.

Friends of Mindowaskin Set
Date For Spring Cleanup

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park has announced
that a spring cleanup has been sched-
uled for Saturday, April 26, from 9
a.m. to noon at the park in Westfield.
This event will be held rain or shine.

Volunteers and organizations are
urged to participate and to bring
gloves, weeding tools and rakes. The
meeting point for volunteers will be
at the bandstand in the center of the
park. It also will be the central point
for assignments and to arrange for
service hour signatures.

The Friends of Mindowaskin Park
is a non-profit organization founded in
the early 1990s to revitalize the park.
Its mission, together with the Town of
Westfield, is to ensure the long-term
enjoyment of the public park.

The organization works indepen-
dently, but in cooperation with the
town, to protect the historical signifi-
cance of the park and to help maintain
it. Through the efforts of the organi-
zation, the park has been designated
an historic site.

Over the years, the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park has raised more
than $500,000 to improve the park,
and has appropriated 97 percent of
the proceeds directly back into the
park (a statistic unmatched by many
non-profits). Tax-deductible dona-
tions are welcome.

In 2002, the Friends rededicated
the overlook at East Broad Street.
Using the original 1930 plans, the
group raised more than $100,000 for
granite to be installed, over and above
the Town of Westfield’s contribution
for the concrete sub-structure. Dur-
ing 2006-2007, the Friends devoted
their efforts to restoration of the band-
stand by donating $76,000 towards
the town’s efforts.

This year marks the park’s 90th
anniversary. Plans for 2008 include
fundraising for a granite memory walk
to be installed at the bandstand. For
information on how a family or orga-
nization can be included, contact the
Friends of Mindowaskin.

Current Friends board members in-
clude Debby Burslem, Diane Cesarz,
Rose Clemson, Sherry Cronin, Rich-
ard Edge, David Foltz, Fontaine Gatti,
Paula Long, B. Carol Molnar, Paul
Nazzaro, Nancy Priest, Marilyn
Shields, Craig Stock, Barbara
Vincentsen and David Williams. For
more information, call (908) 233-0028
or e-mail Mindowaskin@verizon.net.

Scrapbook Workshop
To Be Held at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – A “Monday

Night Scrapbooking” workshop will
be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
March 31 at the Scotch Plains Public
Library. Attendees will be able to
work on their latest scrapbook project.

This free program will be held in
the library’s Community Room.
Ample workspace will be available
and refreshments will be provided.
Participants are encouraged to bring
completed scrapbooks to share.

Registration is encouraged. Those
interested are asked to call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or to e-mail
library@scotlib.org to reserve a spot.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of town. For more details
or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

Garwood Knights Post
Annual Fish Fry Date
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold their
annual fish fry, catered by Thistles
of Kearny, at their council hall on
Friday, April 25, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10; chicken finger din-
ners for children under 12 are $5,
with takeout also available.

Tickets may be purchased after 4
p.m. weekdays at the council hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood (opposite PathMark). On
weekends, individuals should first call
(908) 789-9809. Advance ticket pur-
chase is strongly recommended. Park-
ing is available behind the hall off
Willow Avenue. For more details, call
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Ms. Cari Elizabeth Bever and Glenn Julian Wojcik

Ms. Cari E. Bever
To Wed Glenn J. Wojcik

Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Wojcik of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Glenn Julian
Wojcik, to Ms. Cari Elizabeth Bever.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Bever of Smithfield, Va.

A 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bridegroom earned
his Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, N.Y. in 1997. He currently is
pursuing his Master of Science degree
in Engineering Management at Tufts
University in Medford, Mass. and is
employed by Raytheon Co. in Ports-
mouth, R.I. as a software engineer.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Menchville High School in Newport
News, Va. in 2000. She received her

Bachelor of Science degree in Com-
puter Engineering from Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg, Va. in 2004 and her
Master of Science degree in Systems
Engineering from the University of
Maryland at College Park in 2006.
Ms. Bever currently is pursuing her
Master of Business Administration
degree from the University of Rhode
Island and is employed with Raytheon
Co. in Portsmouth, R.I. as a systems
engineer.

A summer 2009 wedding is planned
in Newport, R.I.

Celebrate Easter at

First Congregational Church

Maundy Thursday

March 20, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Scripture, hymns and

Holy Communion

Good Friday

March 21, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Meditation and Reflection

in Patton Auditorium

Easter Sunday

March 23

Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Music for organ and brass by Mozart, Widor and Beethoven

 Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, soloist

One-room schoolhouse and infant care at both services

Coffee hour at 10 a.m.

Visitors are Always Welcome!

Member, the United Church of Christ.  The sanctuary is

accessible by a wheelchair ramp. Infrared listening

devices are available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ  07090

(908) 233-2494     www.fccofwestfield.org

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

People Invited to Make
Mosaic Challah Boards

SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple Sholom
will present a  two-part workshop with
artist Paulina Zismanova entitled “Make
Your Own Mosaic Challah Board” on
Sundays, March 30 and April 13.

It will be held from 9:45 a.m. to
noon both days at Union Catholic High
School, 1600 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The fee is $15 per per-
son. To respond by Tuesday, March
25, e-mail office@sholomnj.org or call
(908) 889-4900.
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Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Services Leading to Easter

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will con-
clude the season of Lent with worship
services leading up to the celebration
of Easter. The Reverend Carol Lind-
say will lead worship and preach at all
services. Music will be under the lead-
ership of Gretchen Bilson, director of
music and organist. The public is in-
vited to all services.

A Maundy Thursday service will
be offered at 7:30 p.m. this evening,
March 20, and will feature absolu-
tion, the symbolic washing of feet
and Holy Communion. This service
also will include the stripping of the
altar in preparation for Good Friday.

Music will be presented by the
church’s youth musical ensemble,
SPIRYT Choir, with baritone soloist
Justin Rupp of Cranford. Providing
string accompaniment will be the
Reverend Gunnar Anderson of North
Plainfield, guitar; Peter Ragno of
Cranford, guitar, and Antonina York
of Fairfield, viola and violin.

On March 21, the solemnity of Good
Friday will be observed at 7:30 p.m.
with a Tenebrae Service of shadows
and darkness. The church’s Calvary
Choir, accompanied by organ and wind
ensemble, will provide music.

The joyous celebration of Easter
will take place on Sunday, March 23,
with Festival Services of Holy Com-
munion at 8:30 and 11 a.m. Each
service will feature a full liturgy with
instrumental and choral seasonal
music and favorite Easter hymns.

The services will open with selec-
tions by the Calvary Bells, directed

by Jeanne Elmuccio of Plainfield.
Choir selections will spotlight Mellisa
Toddings of Cranford, soprano solo-
ist, and Sean Garnhart of Westfield,
tenor soloist and keyboardist.

Instrumentalists on Easter will in-
clude Elizabeth Engelberth of
Denville, oboe; Kyle Gautieri of
Cranford, bassoon; Christopher
Nelson of Scotch Plains, trumpet;
Laura Rando of Bloomfield, viola;
Margaret Walker of Denville, flute,
and Antonina York, viola and violin.

Calvary Lutheran is a member con-
gregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and has served the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 79 years.

BUNNY BUDDY…Lions Club of Westfield member Jeff Broadwell, his wife,
Beth, and their daughter, Alexa, enjoy a visit with the Easter Bunny in Mindowaskin
Park. The Easter Bunny will return there this Saturday, March 22, for the Lions’
annual Easter Egg Hunt. Participants are asked to assemble in the park at 12:45
p.m. The hunt will begin at 1 p.m. sharp.

Westfield Lions to Hold
Egg Hunt This Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 73rd annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March
22, at 1 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park
for Westfield children up to age 7.

There will be three areas set aside,
one up to age 3 (toddler area), ages 4
to 5 and ages 6 to 7. Participants and
their parents are asked to assemble
in the park by 12:45 p.m. The hunt
will start precisely at 1 p.m., weather
permitting.

More than 1,500 plastic eggs will

be hidden in the three areas around
the park gazebo. Immediately after
the hunt, complimentary plastic bags
containing gourmet jellybeans will
be distributed to the children, as well
as a coupon for a free kids’ ice from
Rita’s Ice.

Additionally, many of the Easter
eggs will be specially marked so that
those who find them may receive a
prize from among donations made
by local merchants to the event. The
Lions Club will provide a number of
chocolate bunnies. The “prize win-
ning” eggs will contain a coupon
that can either be redeemed at a local
business or for a prize from a table
set up at the event.

Before the hunt, between noon
and 12:45 p.m., and after the hunt,
the Easter Bunny will be available
for pictures with children. In ex-
change for a $3 donation to Lions’
charities, each participant will re-
ceive a framed photograph.

Easter baskets, buckets and bags
will be available for sale before the
hunt. In the event of poor weather
conditions, there will not be a rain
date. Instead, the Lions will hand
out jellybeans, prize coupons and
plastic eggs from under the gazebo,
as well as having the Easter Bunny
there for photographs.

In a release this week, the Lions
Club extended its appreciation to
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
and to Town Administrator James
Gildea for their assistance with the
hunt.

The Westfield Lions Club would
like to hear from anyone who has
pictures from the early years of the
hunt, which started in 1936. The
club may be contacted at: P.O. Box
572, Westfield, N.J. 07091. Alberta
Capria-Ryan is the club’s president;
Douglas Schembs is its secretary.

African Violet Society
Slates Show and Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Vio-
let Society will present its 54th An-
nual African Violet Show and Sale
on Friday and Saturday, March 28
and 29. This year’s theme will be
“Winnie-the-Pooh and Violets Too.”

The event will be held in the parish
hall of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Show hours will be
6 to 9 p.m. on Friday and 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday. Admission is free.

Plants submitted by entrants will
be judged against each other. Also,
various size plants will be available
for purchase at the show. Anyone
interested in African Violets is in-
vited to attend. For more details, call
(908) 665-0403 or (908) 245-7818.

Borough Post Office to Host
Passport Fair March 29-30

FANWOOD – To make it easier to
obtain a passport, Fanwood Postmas-
ter Louis Formato and his staff will
host a Passport Fair for the community
on Saturday and Sunday, March 29
and 30, at the Fanwood Post Office.

Hours for the event will be 8:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday. The post office is located
at 275 South Avenue. Customers will
still be able to mail packages and
purchase stamps that weekend.

According to the postmaster, en-
hanced travel security and Department
of State mandated travel restrictions
when entering the continental United
States make possession of a valid pass-
port more important than ever.

“Our customers are the reason we’re
in business, and providing them with
an extra service like passports is an
opportunity for the Postal Service to
serve the needs of our community,”
Postmaster Formato said. “By ex-
tending the Passport Day to include
all [area] residents and officials, we
enable our postal customers to apply
for a passport at a time accommodat-
ing their busy schedules.”

Postmaster Formato advised that
individuals fill out the passport appli-
cation (DS11) before coming to the
post office. They can download it
from: http://travel.state.gov/
download_applications.html.

Individuals also are asked to bring
the following original documents:
Proof of United States citizenship
(original birth certificate, previous
passport, naturalization certificate) and
proof of identity, such as a valid driver’s
license with photograph identification.

Passport fees include: United States
Department of State ($75 for adults/
$60 for children age 15 and under);
execution fee ($25 for everyone) and
photographs ($15 for everyone). For
passport cards (land and sea only),
the fees are $20 for adults and $10 for
children age 15 and under.

Individuals may obtain all infor-
mation on passport applications, pro-
cedures and fees by contacting their
local post office or accessing
USPS.com and clicking on the gov-
ernment links page and then clicking
on “get a passport.”

Postmaster Formato suggested that
people call their local post office to
speak with a passport specialist who
can assist them with requirements and
questions. The Fanwood Post Office
may be reached at (908) 322-7978.

Hearing Society Seeks
Scholarship Applicants

WESTFIELD – The Hearing So-
ciety currently is accepting applica-
tions for Sarah H. McGee Memorial
Scholarships for the school year
2008-2009. These annual grants are
awarded to students with a substan-
tial hearing loss who are pursuing an
education at the college or univer-
sity level.

Requirements include a docu-
mented hearing loss, satisfactory aca-
demic achievement, school activi-
ties, financial need and recommen-
dations. This scholarship may be
renewed for four years if a student
remains eligible.

Application forms are available upon
request by writing to Ms. P. Hanigan,
Scholarship Chairperson, 1214 Wyo-
ming Avenue, Mountainside, N.J.
07092 or by calling her at (908) 232-
4512. Applications must be submitted
no later than Thursday, May 15.

The Hearing Society is a small,
not-for-profit organization that has
been in existence since 1932. In addi-
tion to granting scholarships, the So-
ciety offers classes in speech reading
and basic sign language on Thursday
mornings at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, located at 170 Elm
Street. For more information about
these classes, call the Society at (908)
232-6546.

Rotary Posts Deadline
For Grant Applications

WESTFIELD – Non-profit organi-
zations requesting a 2008 Rotary Club
of Westfield Community Grant must
complete and submit the official ap-
plication by Tuesday, April 15, in
order to be considered.

The Rotary Club, in accordance with
its goal of community service, is most
interested in providing grants for pro-
grams and projects that directly serve
people in the community. No applica-
tions for capital improvements or op-
erating funds will be considered.

Non-profit organizations may re-
ceive a copy of the official applica-
tion directly from the Rotary website
at westfieldrotary.com, by e-mailing
rotary@westfieldnj.com or by call-
ing Rotary Club President Darielle
Walsh at (908) 612-7374.

St. John’s to Begin
Services Tomorrow

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church will begin its Lenten
services with a Good Friday obser-
vance tomorrow, March 21, at 11:30
a.m. at the church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Seven speakers will present “The
Seven Last Words of Christ on the
Cross.” This service will conclude
with the distribution of Holy Com-
munion.

On Sunday, March 23, an Easter
sunrise service will begin at 6 a.m. at
the Metropolitan Baptist Church, lo-
cated at John Street and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. Members of
St. John’s Baptist Church will join
with the Reverend Clement Griffin
and his congregation for the service.

The hospitality ministry will serve
the annual breakfast that day at 7:15
a.m. at St. John’s Baptist Church.
The Sunday Church School will
present its annual Easter Program at
8:30 a.m. Pastor Kelmo Porter, Jr.
will deliver the special Easter morn-
ing sermon at the 10 a.m. service.

The public is invited to all ser-
vices. For more information, call
(908) 232-6972.

Story Hour on April 1
To Spotlight Passover
AREA – Chabad of Union County

and Barnes and Noble Booksellers
will present an interactive Jewish story
hour in honor of Passover. The pro-
gram will take place on Tuesday, April
1, at 6 p.m. at Barnes and Noble
Booksellers of Clark, located at 1180
Raritan Road.

Complete with puppets, crafts and
music, these interactive stories will
give children an opportunity to learn
about the holiday. Children are en-
couraged to come in their pajamas.
Admission is free. To respond or ob-
tain more information, those inter-
ested may call (908) 790-0008 or e-
mail malky@chabaduc.com.

‘Why I Believe’ Series
To Start Easter Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Easter
Sunday, March 23, Pastor William
Page of the Terrill Road Baptist
Church will begin an eight-part ser-
mon series entitled “Why I Believe.”
His topic that day will be “Why I
Believe in the Resurrection.”

The series will explore the founda-
tional beliefs of Biblical Christianity.
With the preface “Why I Believe in,”
other series topics will be “God,” “the
Bible,” “Christ,” “Heaven,” “Hell,”
the “Second Birth” and “Moral Ab-
solutes.”

The public is invited to worship
Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m. Nurs-
ery care is provided. The Terrill Road
Baptist Church is located at 1340 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 322-7151.

2007-2008 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    28th SEASON MAPLEWOOD   WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.
ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2008
Special Guest Artists:

CYNTHIA PHELPS, viola
JOHN FEENEY, bass

BENJAMIN PASTERNACK, piano

Piano Quintet in A (The Trout) by Franz Schubert
Piano Quintet in C minor by Ralph Vaughn Williams

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

The last concert of the season will be on Sunday, May 18

Celebrate Easter

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Thursday, March 20 at 8:00 P.M.

Choral Eucharist

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, March 21
Good Friday Service at 12:00 P.M.

with Homily & St. Paul’s Parish & Treble Choirs

Children’s Good Friday Service at 3:30 P.M.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

Saturday, March 22
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist at 8:00 P.M.

EASTER DAY

Sunday, March 23
Holy Eucharist (Rite I) at 7:45 A.M.

Children’s Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

with Children’s Choirs, Members of The Parish Choir, Brass & Percussion

Holy Eucharist (Rite II) at 11:15 A.M.

with Sermon by the Rector,
The St. Paul’s Parish & Treble Choirs

Brass Quintet & Percussion
.

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street - Westfield, New Jersey

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

 at St. Paul’s
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Local Ladies Retreat to Parsippany Hotel
For Weekend of Merry Memory Making

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — David
Jennings was barely out of grammar
school, and the pages of his baby
book were already falling apart. A
photo of the boy’s frosting-covered
face, captured on his first birthday,
lay stuck between a plastic cover and
the yellowed pages of a scrapbook
made for him only a few years ago.

David’s mother, Marianne Jennings
of Mountainside, told The Westfield
Leader and The
Times, “I couldn’t
believe how dete-
riorated the pages
became in such a
short time.”

She added, “The
photos were actu-
ally starting to rip
as I tried to trans-
fer them out of the
album into the new
one.”

Mrs. Jennings
and dozens of
women from
Moun ta in s ide ,
Westfield and
Summit gathered
last month at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Parsippany
to spend the weekend together, pre-
serving memories and making new
ones.

Some of the ladies began the Fri-
day evening festivities with cocktails
in the hotel’s lobby; some didn’t get
to their rooms until the wee hours of
the morning. Moms gone wild? Not
exactly.

The merry band of housewives were
up bright and early the next day, ready
to compete for the title “Queen of the
Crop” at the event, which celebrates
National Scrapbooking Day.

The annual winter retreat has been
hosted for the past five years by local
consultants of the scrap-booking gi-
ant, Creative Memories. The com-
pany makes – and its consultants sell
– upscale photo albums and para-
phernalia that transform ordinary
snapshots into priceless works of art.

Scrap-booking companies such as
Creative Memories have turned this
favorite homegrown pastime into a
thriving multi-billion dollar industry.
Their products are pricey, but they are
also guaranteed to last a lifetime.

To get a discount, Mrs. Jennings
became a consultant and is now her
own best customer. For the past two
years, she has been running her own
scrap sessions in her home.

Creative Memories consultants also

promoting their products at the event
were Carolyn Williams and Susan
Caudo, both of Mountainside, and
Alexandra Queripel of Summit. All
of the home-based businesswomen
have a solid client base of local house-
wives, neighbors and friends, who
converge monthly to work on their
scrapbooks in their basements-turned-
workshops.

Why, then, a getaway? Mrs. Will-
iams told The Leader and The Times,
“The overnight retreat is a good es-

cape from our
home life, so we
can concentrate on
filling our albums
with our photos
and past memo-
ries.”

The busy
mother of two
added, “It takes a
solid break from
normal everyday
household chores
and parenting to
c o n c e n t r a t e
enough to crop and
mount hundreds of
photos that would
otherwise be lying
around in boxes.”

Susan Gallagher of Mountainside
also attended. Mrs. Gallagher com-
pleted two birthday party albums for
each of her children, amassing more
than 150 photos. The priceless keep-
sakes were journaled in Mrs.
Gallagher’s own hand and embellished
with decorative designer stickers.

For her handiwork, the new “Queen
of the Crop” was awarded an array of
new scrap-booking supplies and even
won a few door prizes throughout the
scrapbook-fest. Mrs. Gallagher noted,
“It was a very lucky evening for me.”

Getting organized is easier (and
more fun) than you might think. To
find a local consultant near you, log
onto creativememories.com. But, be-
fore you do, take note, “what happens
at scrap-booking stays at scrap-book-
ing.”

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader and The Times
PHOTOSHOP…Dozens of women
from Mountainside, Westfield and
Summit gathered last month at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Parsippany
for an overnight retreat. The women
concentrate on filling albums with pho-
tos and past memories.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

  The Easter message of “New Life” means
more than eggs and spring flowers.
Come to church this Easter Sunday,

��� Eastman St�� Cranford� NJ • (���) ��	
����

Calvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran Church

March 23
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Festival Services of
Holy Communion

Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday
March 20, 7:30 p.m.
Holy Communion

Good FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood Friday
March 21, 7:30 p.m.
Service of Tenebrae

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday

www�calvarylutherancranford�com

and find out why!

•The Rev� Carol A� Lindsay� PastorThe Rev� Carol A� Lindsay� PastorThe Rev� Carol A� Lindsay� PastorThe Rev� Carol A� Lindsay� PastorThe Rev� Carol A� Lindsay� Pastor      Gretchen Bilson� Direcor of MusicGretchen Bilson� Direcor of MusicGretchen Bilson� Direcor of MusicGretchen Bilson� Direcor of MusicGretchen Bilson� Direcor of Music

WF’s Busardo
Accepted into Forum
WESTFIELD – Lauren Busardo, a

student at Wilson Elementary School,
was accepted into the People to People
World Leadership Forum.

She will join a select group of stu-
dents in Washington, D.C., between
September 29 and October 5, to earn
high school credit while studying
leadership and exploring some of the
United States’ most prominent monu-
ments and institutions.

From Capitol Hill to the
Smithsonian Institution, Lauren will
examine the characteristics of Ameri-
can leadership during times of na-
tional challenge and prosperity.

Lauren was nominated and ac-
cepted for the honor based on her
scholastic merit, civic involvement
and leadership potential.

Service-Learning Grant
Helps Cranford School

WESTFIELD – The Walnut Av-
enue School in Cranford recently re-
ceived a $1,000 State Farm/Youth Ser-
vice America (YSA) Good Neighbor
Service-Learning Grant for its Out-
door Classroom/Gardens Program.

The grant is the second consecutive
award Walnut Avenue School has re-
ceived from Youth Service America,
and, like its multi-year grant from
Learn and Serve
America, will sup-
port student-led ef-
forts to maintain six
school gardens,
learn about the en-
vironment and
strengthen the
school’s growing
relationship with
its Cranford neigh-
bors.

“State Farm and
Youth Service
America have been
ardent supporters
of service-learn-
ing, and we thank
them for support-
ing a program
through which our
students are reach-
ing out to the com-
munity and learn-
ing, too,” Stephen
Izzo, the district’s manager of grants
and special programs, and author of
the grant application, said.

Specifically, the YSA funds will sup-
port volunteer efforts to prepare the
school’s gardens for spring planting
on Global Service Day, from April 25
to 27.

During the “Big Dig,” students,
teachers, PTA members and residents
from the Edward K. Gill and Lincoln
Avenue senior apartments spend a Sat-
urday tending to the school’s butterfly
flower garden, vegetable garden and
Japanese water garden. Members of
the community are also encouraged to
participate.

Walnut’s Outdoor Classroom/Gar-

dens Program — managed by second-
grade teacher Donna Kull since its
inception in 1994 — focuses not only
on gardening and teaching NJ Core
Curriculum Content and Workplace
Readiness Standards, but also on in-
creasing students’ connection to the
local community.

“Our students really love to visit the
seniors, and the seniors enjoy seeing

them, too. What
started off with gar-
dening has
morphed into a se-
ries of regular vis-
its to the apart-
ments, including at
Halloween, around
the winter holidays
and in the spring,”
Ms. Kull said.

Founded in
1986, Youth Ser-
vice America fo-
cuses on expand-
ing the youth ser-
vice movement in
schools, corpora-
tions and govern-
ments through edu-
cational resources
and funding.

For additional
information on
Walnut’s Outdoor

Classroom/Gardens Program,
please contact Ms. Kull at
kulldonn@cranfordschools.org or
(908) 709-6253.

For further information about grants
and special programs, please contact
Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207 or
izzo@cranfordschools.org.

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN
GROW?…Walnut Avenue School in
Cranford recently received a $1,000
State Farm/Youth Service America
Good Neighbor Service-Learning
Grant for its Outdoor Classroom/Gar-
dens Program. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Denis Dankosky, Cranford
State Farm Agent; Lawrence Feinsod,
superintendent of schools, Cranford
public school district; Stephen Izzo,
Cranford school district’s manager of
grants and special programs.

Area Students Make
Ithaca Dean’s List

AREA – The following local resi-
dents were named to the dean’s list at
Ithaca College for the fall 2007 term:

Joseph Hannon, son of Cranford
residents Joseph and Jane Hannon,
was named to the dean’s list at the
School of Health Sciences and Hu-
man Performance; Alana Murphy,
daughter of Cranford resident Kevin
Murphy, was named to the dean’s list
at the School of Health Sciences and
Human Performance; Steven
Fromtling, son of Westfield residents
Robert and Anne Fromtling, was
named to the dean’s list at the School
of Humanities and Sciences; Evan
Falk, son of Westfield residents Wil-
liam and Lauren Falk, was named to
the dean’s list at the Roy H. Park
School of Communications.

To qualify for this academic honor,
students must attain a minimum grade
point average of 3.5 and complete a
minimum of 15 credit hours, of which
at least 12 are graded.

A grade of D or F or an incomplete
in a course automatically disqualifies
a student from the dean’s list, regard-
less of the overall GPA attained that
semester.

Meurer Volunteers
During Spring Break
SCOTCH PLAINS – Julie Meurer,

daughter of Laura and Roger Meurer
of Scotch Plains, is one of 65 Hamilton
College students participating in Al-
ternative Spring Break.

Participants will perform volun-
teer work in six locations throughout
the south during Hamilton’s spring
break, from March 15 to 29.

Alternative Spring Break is in-
tended to increase students’ aware-
ness and concern of social issues while
generating a lifelong interest in com-
munity service.

Class of 1968 Celebrates
40th Reunion on May 24

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School’s Class of 1968 will celebrate
its 40th-reunion weekend on May 24
with a gala dinner dance.

The dance will take place at the
Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. and
will cost $85 per person. Passed hors
d’oeuvres are followed by a buffet
dinner and an open bar all evening.

Accomplished DJ and classmate
John Hamilton, currently residing in
Texas, will provide the music.

Many 1968 classmates were lo-
cated, but many more still need to be
notified of the reunion plans.

All members of the Class of 1968
are urged to visit the reunion’s website
at web.mac.com/rwyckoff to fill out
the online information form. E-mail
addresses and regular mail addresses

for missing classmates are always
welcome.

Those wishing to attend should send
their check for $85 per person
(spouses and other guests are more
than welcome), payable to “WHS
Class of 1968” c/o Diane Hauser
Heath, 835 O’Donnell Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076, no later than March
31. Canceled checks will function as
receipts.

GIRLS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN…Young shoppers bought books at the
McKinley Elementary School’s gently used book sale. This annual event, orga-
nized by school librarian Kathy Cook, held in conjunction with family reading
night, helped raise funds for literacy programs at McKinley and its sister school
in Harlem, N.Y. Pictured, left to right, are: shoppers Emily Kelly, Abby Jones and
Madelyn Jacobs.

ON SEUSS: PRUDENCE BY STUDENTS…Franklin School kindergarteners in
Joellen Surace’s a.m. class show off their “-at” hats, comprised of rhyming words
inspired by the Dr. Seuss book, “Green Eggs and Ham.” They also enjoyed adding
green food coloring to eggs they cooked with parents and playing other rhyming
word games, including a “Fox, Fox, Box” version of “Duck, Duck, Goose.”
Pictured, from left to right, are: Jack Harris, Rasamee Quinn, Olivia Mundy, Jack
Riley and Maxwell Switlyk.

Area Students Make
Scranton Dean’s List
AREA – Westfield’s Salvatore

Esposito and Scotch Plains’ Erin
O’Connor made The University of
Scranton 2007 fall semester dean’s
list, which recognizes students for
academic excellence.

A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better, with a mini-
mum number of credit hours, to make
the dean’s list.

WF, SP Students Make
Hartford Dean’s List
AREA – Scotch Plains student

Hayley Middleton and Westfield stu-
dent Cassandra Wright made the fall
2007 dean’s list at the University of
Hartford.

Education News
On Pages 8, 9

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Lynn Castaldo
(908) 928-1748

petfoodproducts@aol.com
www.healthypetnet.com/

petscare

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Dr. Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

Is pleased to announce the

Grand Re-Opening

of his Dental Office at

169 Mountain Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

As a special thanks to the community
we are offering a free complimentary

new patient exam.

Call today at 908-654-0095

or log on at www.drstreko.com
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YES, WE CAN…Middle-school students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison collected 905 cans and other assorted non-perishable items for the
American Red Cross. Nancy Duddy, middle school history teacher and Westfield
resident, delivered donations to the organization’s Westfield chapter on February
15. Pictured with Ms. Duddy (rear), from left to right, are: Chase Levitt of Scotch
Plains; Megha Reddy of Scotch Plains; Sharon Afflu; Gregory Schwartz of
Westfield; Hayley Needle of Scotch Plains; and Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains.

JOINING TOGETHER TO TAKE APART…Third graders at Evergreen El-
ementary School held their annual “Take Apart Day.” Students, along with their
parents, took apart old or damaged electronics in order to see how they look inside.
Above, from left to right, are: Stephanie Ponterio, Gia Pares, Brynne Hambor and
Hayley Howell.

Area Residents Make
Wash Univ. Dean’s List

AREA – The following local resi-
dents were named to the dean’s list
for the fall 2007 semester at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis and are
enrolled in the university’s School of
Engineering:

Elise DeVries of Scotch Plains is a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Kristen Lee of Westfield is a gradu-
ate of West Morris Central High
School in Chester.

To qualify for the dean’s list in the
School of Engineering, students must
earn a semester grade point average
of 3.6 or above and be enrolled in at
least 12 graded units.

Area Students Help
School Blood Drive

AREA – Morristown-Beard
School’s 19th annual blood drive was
held on February 27 and was con-
ducted by New Jersey Blood Services.

This year’s student captains in-
cluded Andrew Bakst of Westfield,
Meghan Evans of Westfield and
Natalie Terens of Scotch Plains.

This year, the Morristown-Beard
blood drive collected 126 units of
whole blood and 15 double units of
red cells, for a total of 156 units.

The school’s annual winter blood
drive is held in memory of graduate
Susan Penner ’89.

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Second Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal
David Heisey revealed the names of
those honored for their academic
achievements during the second mark-
ing period.

Freshmen High Honor Roll
Brie Adamczyk, Betsy Appel, Micaela Jo
Bernardo, Elle Marie Bernardo, Sam Bhakuni,
Erin Brown, Laura Bruce, Meghan Bruckman,
Lauren Buckley, Santino Butler, Micael
Canicosa, Joanna Carroll, Marianna Caruso-
Gilbert, Rebecca Chavan, Evan Cole, Hayley
Cornwell, Matthew D’Apuzzo, Rebecca
Digiacomo, Jessica Digiacomo, Madeline
Dillon, Gregory Favreau, Amanda Ho, Emily
Horowitz, Emma Kaplan, Steven Klee, Alison
Koransky, Richard Krema, Kenneth Lee, Anna
Leistikow, Brianna Mahoney, Jeffrey Marks,
Shannon Mcgovern, Nathalia Montoya, Jes-
sica Moore, Samuel More, Emily Nagourney,
Jonah Offitzer, Benjamin Parisi, Michael Pesin,
Christina Reiman, Danielle Schweizer, Sarah-
Elisabeth Stein, Elizabeth Stranzenbach,
Gabrielle Vacca, Andrew Vaslas, Lauren Wil-
liams, Caresse Yan, Kelly Yutz,

Freshmen Honor Roll
Eli Acosta, Kimberley Agbo, Laura Arasin,
Julia Babis, Bria Barnes, Ellesse Bartosik,
Emily Becker, Shreena Bhojani, Jerry Bi, Kyle
Birnbaum, Timothy Bonacum, Jeffrey Brody,
Michael Chaia, Theresa Chrystal, Jacqueline
Close, Bret Coffey, Zachary Cohen, Bakari
Collins, Jennifer Cua, Meghan Cunningham,
Paige Della Badia, Desli Demarsico, Stefanie
Devizio, Rachel Dolan, Patrick Dougher,
Juliane Durett, Osazenoriuwa Ebose, Erik
Ekstrand, Marc Henry Estriplet, Jalynn Farmer,
Tessa Felegy, Alexander Fuchsman, Hayley
Geller, Christopher Gilman, Elena Haggan,
Camille Handy, Alexandra Hopkins, Peter
Huether, Megan Huxford, Victoria Ingato, Julia
Ingram, Danya Jacobs, Priyanka Kamath,
Patrick Kelly, Matthew Kersey, Ezra Klemow,
Megan Koederitz, Rebecca Kreyer, Jillian
Leahy, Katie Levitt, Alexa Levy, Eric Leyden,
Conor Lockier, Taryn Luby, Vidhan Malik,
Matthew Manns, Jillian Mazza, Adam
Monzella, Ryann Morrison, Tyler Nguyen,
Tyler Palkoski, Hyun-Jin Park, Alexander
Parker, Annahelena Pimenta, Joelle Pisauro,
Sean Reilly, Brittany Reilly, Andrew Ricciardi,
Michael Rizzo, Stephanie Robak, Amanda
Rodriguez, Michelle Rogoff, Ashley Romans,
Melanie Rome, Eve Rosenheck, Lawrence
Rothweiler, Anne Rubin, Kevin Schmidt,
Charles Sciara, Jason Shaub, Nicole Sultatos,
James Sweeney, Rory Szeto, Rose Thompson,
Charles Timko, Sebastian Valdes, Amanda
White, Jessica Yorkovich, Ariel Zaksenberg,
Charles Zhou

Sophomore High Honor Roll
Matthew Alfano, Stephen Allen, Mohammed
Alzoobaee, Stephanie Baliko, Marissa Berlant,
Amelia Brause, Karolyn Buckridee, Jeremy
Busch, Sarah Canfield, Timothy Carroll, Bianca
Chaves, Sophie Chou, Matthew Ciabattari,
Kaitlynn Colligan, Zaria Combs, Victoria
Dalessandro, Devon Daly, Alexander Davis,
Meghan Denman, Lyndsey Douglas, Rebecca
Dunn, Zachary Flanzman, Geri Flood, Chris-
topher Freeman, Kelly Gajdzisz, Toniann
Gattozzi, Jennifer Geoghegan, Melissa
Goldberg, Samantha Goldner, Alexander Gra-
ham, Noorene Helm, Samantha Henderson,
Michael Henkels, Lauren Hirschhorn, Caitlin
Hoynes-O’Connor, Jennifer Kickenweitz, Jef-
frey Kranz, David Kreps, Agatha Kuza, Leigh
Kwasny, Evan Levine, Alyson Linsenberg,
Morgan Maisel, Peter Merrick, Sruthi
Narayanan, Katarina Nier, Daniel Nizri, Adam
Offitzer, Nicole Ostrowski, Renata Pacaja,
Neha Pannuri, Gina Pelosi, Kerry Pierce, Mor-
gan Puleo, Ryan Reeson, Michael Riesenberg,
Lindsay Robinson, Jorge Rodriguez-Larrain,
Kelsey Rossi, Alanna Salituro, Eddie Sangern,
Matthew Sawchuk, Devon Sepe, Theres
Sigona, Mackenzie Sizemore, Courtney
Smeltzer, Victoria Spuler, Lauren Steinbeck,
Aleksandra Szczuka, Tracy Toffolo, Laura
Toffolo, Devra Traiman, Nicole Vacca, An-
drew Van Haasteren, Kimberly Wenson,
Allison Zimmermann

Sophomore Honor Roll
Rebecca Amberg, Nikki Appezzato, Stephanie
Baier, Dina Barny, Alecia Battle, Charles
Beelitz, Lauren Belfer, Steven Bello, Steven
Berkowitz, Danielle Bernstein, Rebecca Brand,
Alessandri Bubnov, Graceann Caramico, Jes-

sica Colineri, Cyril Collantes, Joseph
D’Annunzio, Diana De Vries, Jack Diaz,
Vangelis Dimopoulos, Alan Dlugosz, Marina
Dugan, Kathryn Foley, Christopher Fortunato,
Katrina Gans, Adriana Gerritsen, Matthew
Glassett, Carly Goldner, Matthew Greaney,
Michael Hammond, Matthew Harris, Sarah
Hoffman, Alexandra Joy, Michelene Lambros,
Michael Lauricella, Samantha Mannino, Kim-
berly Many, Kyle Mattson, John Maxwell,
William Mccolly, Delia McGee, Errin
McGowan, Ryan McTernan, Amanda Nguyen,
Dominique Osterman, Veronica Painter,
Allison Prestridge, Shannon Reimers, Alyssa
Resnick, Traci Rigano, Jenna Romaine, Julia
Ross, Carrie Salem, Stephen Scannell, Jessica
Schroder, Maria Seidel, Claire Shashaty, Chris-
topher Shea, Sean Shukla, Stefani Silverman,
Valerie Smith, Vanessa Stanback, Gregory
Stein, Justin Terry, Benjamin Ungar, David
Van Wert, Siwei Wang, Emily Weinstock,
Kevin Welch, Malika Williams, Erica Wise,
Cassandra Zito

Junior High Honor Roll
Alison Acevedo, Jennie Altman, Anjli Bansal,
Kerilyn Bartley, Kristyn Berger, Christina
Camarda, Caitlin Campbell, Emily Carow,
Krista Ciecura, Gillian Clark, Kathryn Cockrell,
Michelle Conway, Katherine Cornacchia, Tho-
mas Cristiani, Lauren D’Aloisio, Laura
Degnan, Kaitlyn Denker, Michelle Desantis,
Rebecca DorilusMichael Ferrara, Nathan
Ghabour, Erica Goldberg, Naomi Goldstein,
Kaylin Jaichon, William Johnston, Emily Katz,
Kapri Kreps, Karthik Krishna Kumar, Allison
Lasher, Samuel Lee, Thomas Loop, Daniel
Lubranski, Matthew McQuoid, Jordan Metsky,
Michelle Minniti, Gabriella Napoli, Narihan
Osman, Andrew Pansulla, Petros Petridis,
Austin Pfundheller, Mary Poillon, Kathryn
Powell, Alyssa Riesenberg, Daniel Rodriguez,
Gisella Rodriguez-Larrain, Christina
Romagnano, Christine Ruggieri, Danielle Sette,
Jessica Slegowski, Christian Speck, Paul
Spicer, Martin Sweeney, Mangesh Tamhankar,
Brittney Veeck, Ulysses Velasquez, Eric Wil-
liams, Kirsten Wright, Jennifer Yang, Chang
Yaramothu, Rachel Young

Junior Honor Roll
Whitney Adams, Kenny Azard, Christian Berk,
Brian Bonacum, Nickolas Bonadies, Michelle
Bowman, Ryan Brown, Michael Bumiller,
Christina Capece, Laura Capoccia, Katherine
Celardo, Zachariah Chapman, Elizabeth Chen,
Kelly Cianciotta, Adam Clark, Jillian Coffey,
Joseph Del Prete, Julie Deutsch, Antonio Di
Nizo, Jennifer DiGiuseppe, John Domanski,
Tara Dorilus, Morgan Dorsch, Alexander
Ebeling, Josef Ellis, Diana Ferrante, Erin Finan,

Kathleen Flor-Stagnato, Alexandra Friedman,
Jennifer Gassler, David Gigiel, Danielle
Giordanella, Susan Gonch, Marcus Green,
Colin Grimm, Gabriela Guzzo, Jacqueline
Halpern, Eric Heinz, Kelly Henderson, Brian
Jascur, Alexus Jegede, Kristina Kalkstein, Jer-
emy Kaufman, Allison Killeen, Courtney Kolb,
Paul Koprowski, Mark Koransky, Dana
Krajcsik, Raychel Kruper, Sahrula Kubie, Evan
Lake, Aysha Lakhani, Thomas Leong, Cara
Levinson, Yan Li, Roger Liu, Sean Lockier,
Stephen Manzi, Sheryl Markovits, Kevin
Maroney, Kayla Mcalindin, Jenna McGarry,
Liana Messina, Kaitlyn Mills, Jessica Mindo,
Kayla Molnar, Kelly Monroy, Kathryn
Moynihan, Saxony Nielsen, Anne Marie
Noronha, Brian Northrup, Anne O’Halloran,
Steve Pak, Zachary Peart, Tyler Pfundheller,
Alexandria Pisauro, Kerry Plante, Chantel
Quesada, Ryan Rappa, Mark Renfree, Kyle
Richers, Charles Ringel, Matthew Ritsko, Philip
Rivera, Christine Rocha, Philip Rosenkrantz,
Davina Roshansky, Golan Rozenberg, Bridget
Samaritano, Derek Sands, Samantha Schaffer,
Elizabeth Schreiber, Alessandra Scott, Shane
Sheppard, Mark Shvartsman, Kiran Siddiqui,
Matthew Simon, Alexis Sorace, Kevin Spaeth,
Kristen Spirko, Sara Stanton, Gert Stepan,
Henna Tailor, Pia Tempestini, Linda Timko,
Blake Vanbuskirk, Rebecca Vonlangen,
Corinne Walker, James Walsh, Elise
Whitehouse, Gina Yiantselis, Alina Zelikman,
Richard Ziering

Senior High Honor Roll
Dana Abramson, Courtney Adamczyk, Amie
Berlant, Ryan Bridge, Daniel Buckley, Katelyn
Cavanagh, Jia Chen, Kristen Conlan, Janine
Defeo, Tyler Delmauro, Silvano Dimonte,
Zachary Feldman, Nicole Fusco, Samantha
Grecco, Andrea Guzman, Christina Halma,
Catherine Harley, Lindsay Hauptman, Tho-
mas Hercel, Adam Horowitz, William
Hubbard, Jessica Impellizzeri, Alec Jacobs,
Rachel Kreyer, Jaclyn Lazarus, Caitlin Leist,
Rachel Leitner, Randy Lemence, Marc
L’Heureux, Alexa Lindenberg, Ming Lu,
Francesca Lumetta, Victoria Mcnally, Brian
Pesin, Jaclyn Petrow, Margaret Reilly, Jordan
Rejaud, Rheana Rien, Maria Pia Rivero, Tanaya
Rivers, Trevor Rowbotham, Jacqueline
Saunier, Joseph Schiavo, Michele Silverstein,
Barbara Slaugh, Kunal Sodhi, Harrison
Stuppler, Kristen Thompson, Samuel Ungar,
Danielle Wood, Christina Woods

Senior Honor Roll
Kathryn Albanese-Demair, Deborah Albert,
Cathaline Alcine, Andrea Apuzzio, Maureen
Asante-Nkansa, Alana Bencivengo, Gregory
Bencivengo, Casandra Berwick, Courtney

Bifani, Brittany Biondi, Izabela Blach, Kelly
Blom, Avery Boettcher, Jason Boff, Andre
Michael Bover, Samantha Bremer, Julianne
Brennan, Keith Bronikowski, Eric Browne,
Lisa Campbell, Trevor Cannon, Julia
Capodicasa, Bailey Cardinal, Christopher
Casserly, Anna Chapman, Andrew Clark, Jarek
Cohen, Nicole Colineri, Michael Cornacchia,
Amanda Curcie, Lauren Cutrone, Eugene
Cyckowski, Ashleyann De Rienzo, Meghan
Dhaliwal, Patrick Doliber, Katherine Doremus,
Ian Feller, Lisa Gattozzi, Stephanie Goines,
Wendy Harris, Melissa Helock, Mary Henkels,
Brian Hessemer, Kate Johnson, Julia Joseph,
Alyssa Karis, Samantha Knierim, Allison
Kodan, Ryan Krueger, Monika Kulikowski,
Noveen Lakhani, Timothy Leischner,
Jacqueline Lenoff, Andrew Livingston, John
Loomis, Chelsea Lusk, Deidre Lyons, Mary
Macdonald, Andrew Manns, Lauren
Mastroianni, Elizabeth McMillion, Emily
Meehan, Karen Murad, Nicholas Murray,
Emily Nering, Robert O’Connor, Christina
Olsson, Brian Pak, Brian Piccola, Matthew
Plagge, Neil Pratt, Briana Redmount, Maya
Robinson, Molly Rodino, Marc Rosenberg,
Theodore Rosenblatt, Erin Rossi, Scott Salmon,
Michael Scannell, Alexandra Segal, Brian Sen-
sor, Alex Soloway, Alyssa Straniero, James
Strobel, Lindsay Traiman, Anthony Vecchione,
Amanda Vitollo, Allison Vogel, Alyssa
Weinberg, Vivian Wong, Jordan Yellen, Gre-
gory Zabel, Erica Zuleta.

Three WF Students
Named Pingry Scholars

WESTFIELD – The College Board
recently honored three Westfield stu-
dents at Pingry for exceptional
achievement on the college-level ad-
vanced placement (AP) examinations.

Elizabeth Lynch, Gordon Peeler
and Adrienne Spiegel of Westfield
represented three of the 34 Pingry
seniors honored.

The three students each received
the Scholar with Distinction Award,
earning an average grade of at least
3.5, on all AP exams and grades of
3.0, or higher, on five or more exams.

Eight students achieved the Scholar
with Honors designation, earning an
average grade of at least 3.25, on all
AP exams, and grades of 3.0, or higher,
on four or more exams.

Twenty-two students were recog-
nized as AP Scholars, completing
three or more AP Exams, with grades
of 3.0 or higher.

Evan Rosenman received the high-
est award, the National Scholar Award.
The National Scholar Award is awarded
to students who earn an average grade
of 4.0 or higher on a 5-point scale on
all AP exams and grades of 4.0 or

higher on eight or more exams.
The College Board’s AP program

offers students the opportunity to take
challenging, college-level courses
while still in high school, and to re-
ceive college credit, advanced place-
ment or both for successful perfor-
mance on AP exams.

Watts Foundation
Provides Scholarship
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Watts

Mountainside Community Foundation
announced it would provide a $40,000
college scholarship, payable in four
annual installments of $10,000, to a
graduating senior residing in
Mountainside. The scholarship money
is to assist the student in attending the
college or university of his or her
choice, without regard to cost.

This award is based on financial
need, academic performance, com-
munity involvement and merit. The
scholarship is conditional upon the
recipient’s institution not displacing
the aid in part or in total, and on the
student still having financial need af-
ter he or she is awarded financial aid
from all other public or private sources.

Scholarship applications are avail-
able at the guidance office at Gover-
nor Livingston High School, the
Mountainside Public Library and the
offices of the Mountainside Board of
Education. The application deadline
is April 15.

Blanche and George Watts were
long-time Mountainside residents.
Mrs. Watts was a schoolteacher. Mr.
Watts was employed by Western Elec-
tric. In addition to providing scholar-
ship assistance to local students, the
Watts Mountainside Community
Foundation supports charitable orga-
nizations that benefit the citizens of
Mountainside.

GrandGrandGrandGrand Opening March 29th!!Opening March 29th!!Opening March 29th!!Opening March 29th!!    
Saturday March 29th  10am-3pm 
Come join the fun at Creative Kids! Try a free Abrakadoodle or Stories in 

Motion class! There will be arts & crafts, games, face painting and more. 

 

April 7th – April 11th 
Free trial classes all week! Call 908-232-4949 to register for classes.  

1008 South Ave W., Westfield 

(p)908-232-4949 

www.creativekidsnj.com 

• Ages 4 – 6

Is Your Kindergarten or first grade child
lagging behind in reading?

Boost skills through FUN, small group reading
classes by the reading experts

Phonics–Word Recognition–Writing
Vocabulary–Comprehension

Initial screening and eight classes-$320
Beginning April 2nd

Call Now! to set your child on the road to reading success!

Francie M. Matthews, Ph.D. & Assoc.
143 Elmer Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8920G64002

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm
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Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER      SEARCH FOR HOMES      NEIGHBORHOOD SALES REPORT 

FREE MARKET EVALUATION of YOUR HOME  -  FREE BUYER & SELLER GUIDES .. and MORE !! 
 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 
 

GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®  Cell:  908-477-5379   Email: George@BipsRE.com 
 

YOUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED, TECH SAVVY REAL ESTATE PRO  SERVING BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS 

CANNON, BLAES WON SECOND DISTRICT 11 TITLES

Raider Wrestlers Notched
Another District Mat Crown

DIIORIO LED IN PTS, RBS; SHEEHAN ASSTS, STEALS

Blue Devil Boys Took Lumps,
Eye Hoops Success Next Year

JOHN BARNES, JOE KANIA QUALIFIED FOR STATES

Blue Devils Went with Youth
To Set Up Bright Mat Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing a schedule packed with pow-
erful teams, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
added some more glory to its list of
credits.

After placing third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the Raid-
ers captured their second straight
District 11 crown and fifth in seven
years in addition to claiming six indi-
vidual champions and advancing 10
to the Region 3 tournament. The Raid-
ers defeated Ridge, 37-27, in the sec-

tional quarterfinals before bowing to
a strong Sayreville squad in the semis
and finished with a 14-14 record.

Senior captains Trevor Cannon and
Joe Blaes made a double killing. Both
won their respective classes in the
UCT and both won their second
straight district individual titles. Can-
non, competing at 152-lbs, placed
second in the Region 3 tournament to
qualify for the states in Atlantic City
(AC) and finished with a 31-6 record.
Cannon’s four-year varsity record
consisted of 90 wins and 46 losses.

“When Trevor came in, he was a

tough kid, always wanted to be on the
mat. He kept getting better and better.
One of his biggest goals was he wanted
to step on the mat at Atlantic City and
he reached that,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz. “We are proud of
his accomplishments.”

Blaes, a heavyweight who plans to
attend East Stroudsburg University
in the fall, had a handful of varsity
bouts before entering the district tour-
nament last year. But he won! This
year, he was not only expected to win
but he won the Outstanding Wrestler

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only three returning letter
winners and one senior on the team,
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team had to take their lumps
in an extremely competitive Watchung
Conference. However, the experience
that the sophomores and juniors
gained on the court this season will
translate to eight returning letter win-
ners taking to the court next year.

Facing such powers as Linden,
Plainfield, Group 3 champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Malcolm X.

Shabazz and Elizabeth twice this sea-
son, the Blue Devils had to battle and
scrap to finish with a 7-18 record.

“Actually last year was tougher than
this year in the Watchung Confer-
ence. We had five teams in the top 20.
No matter what, we have great teams
in the conference; however, there was
a dip this year,” noted Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly.

The only senior on the squad,
Manny Mills, displayed tenacious
defensive skills but it was junior for-
ward Tony DiIorio, who led the team
in scoring with 273 points (10.9 aver-

age per game). He also led the team in
rebounds with 112 and was second in
steals with 31.

“Tony could shoot from the perim-
eter, take the ball to the basket. He
was a triple threat for us,” said coach
Everly.

Junior guard Chris Sheehan was
invaluable across the board. He dished
out a team-leading 87 assists, filled
his closet full of basketballs with a
team-leading 42 steals and pulled
down 101 rebounds.

“Chris led in defensive rebounds,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A dreadful beginning was trans-
formed into a very positive look for
the future of Westfield High School
wrestling by the end of this season.
After hitting the doldrums by enter-
ing only three wrestlers in the Pan-
ther Invitational in December, Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz looked
to his youth and became pleased with
what he saw.

The freshmen and sophomore wres-
tlers followed the bright path forged
by junior John Barnes’ positive atti-
tude and work ethic to produce three
District 11 champions, send seven to
the Region 3 tournament and qualify
two for the NJSIAA tournament in
Atlantic City (AC).

Barnes, the district champion at
119-lbs last year, won the 125-lb title
this season, placed second in the re-
gion to qualify for AC and finished
with a 27-8 record.

“John has the work ethic and the
mind set that you would like every-
body to have. He always thinks he’s
going to win. Last year when he lost
in the regions, he did not say, ‘boy! I
don’t belong here.’ He said to him-
self, ‘I got some work to do.’ And he
did the work necessary to get where
he wanted to go,” said coach Kurz.
“In terms of potential, the sky is the
limit for him. I have three kids, whom
I have taught in the last 10 years, who
I can say have done everything we
asked of them, and he is one of them.”

Junior Sam Reichbach, who fin-
ished with a 15-11 record, wrestled
well in the district tournament and
came away with the 135-lb title and
freshman Christian Barber matured
vastly, won the 130-lb district title,
advanced to the semifinal round of
the region tournament and finished
17-9.

“Christian wasn’t a surprise for me.
He’s a kid who came up through our
rec department, PAL. I knew he was
a tough kid. I knew he felt comfort-
able on the mat. We definitely had

some fine-tuning to do with him, make
sure the technique was going to work
at that next level. I cannot remember
the last time we had a freshman in the
region semis, maybe Corey Posey,”
Kurz said.

Junior heavyweight Joe Kania, who
transferred from Bergen Catholic,
became eligible in January. From
there, he plugged his way to the dis-
trict finals where he dropped a 3-2,
overtime tiebreaker decision. Kania
chugged away to place third in the
region to qualify for AC and finished
with a 15-6 record.

“Joe goes out there with a definite

game plan. He’s good at wrestling to
that game plan. He’s developed him-
self to be comfortable with it. His big
goal was to make it down to Atlantic
City. He had some tough road blocks
and he went right through them,” said
Kurz.

The only senior on the varsity, Matt
Shaffer, battled injury throughout the
season but managed to place second
in the district at 152-lbs and finished
with an 11-7 record. Junior Joe
Panarese placed third in the district at
140-lbs to qualify for the regions and
finished with an 18-11 record.

High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINGING LIKE A VINE…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, uses his entwining style to control Brearley Bear Steve Margolin.
Cannon won the Union County and District 11 titles at 152-lbs and finished 31-6 this season.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE BLUE DEVILS IN SCORING…Junior forward Tony DiIorio, No. 33, led the team in scoring with 273
points (10.9 average per game). He also led in rebounds with 112 and was second in steals with 31.

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Superbly situated in Westfield’s notable Gardens, this stately Center Hall Colonial en-
chants you with beautiful timeless details, elegance, comfort and innate charm. From the 
inviting foyer to the spacious kitchen you’ll be smitten by the many classic touches that 
pervade this home: hardwood floors, moldings, tall windows, marble floors and designer 
essentials.  A traditional color palette enriches the cordial living room, formal dining 
room and handsome fire lit family room. Enjoy the company of friends and family in the 
airy kitchen boasting numerous amenities and a breakfast area with cathedral ceiling. A 
sizable master suite with walk-in closet and full bath crowns a lovely second floor offering 
well-proportioned bedrooms and another full bath. Relaxing is maximized in either the 
comfy rec room or on the tiered deck that opens to the lovely landscaped yard. Presented 
for  $1,595,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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Eye Hoops Success Next Year
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Touching All the Bases
With One of the Greats

Does anybody know what ever hap-
pened to Mr. Oberlander?

After spending close to two hours
on the phone one January night with
WHS Hall of Famer and former big
league player and manager Jeff
Torborg, that was just one of the doz-
ens of topics he touched on. Talk about
a photographic memory, the guy seems
to have instant recall of every event
that’s ever happened in his life.

And what a life it’s been!
High school baseball star at

Westfield. College All-American at
Rutgers. Marries his high school sweet-
heart, Susan Barber, who happens to
be Miss New Jersey. A 10-year career
in the majors, catching a Sandy Koufax
perfect game and the first of Nolan
Ryan’s seven no-hitters. Skippered five
major league teams, and won Manager
of the Year in 1990 with the Chicago
White Sox. The father of three sons —
Doug, Greg and Dale — who were all
good enough to either be drafted or to
have played in the minor leagues.

But this call wasn’t to renew old
acquaintences, it was to talk about the
late Gary Kehler, a former WHS coach
and athletic director, who passed away
back on Dec. 7. Kehler was a first-year
student teacher at WHS when Torborg
was walking the halls at what was then
a pretty new high school.

“When I heard (about Kehler’s pass-

ing), I was just devastated,” Torborg
said. “Suzie and I were leaving the
next day on a cruise with a bunch of old
ball players, Ken Griffey Sr., Tom
Tresh, Eddie Kranepool. I called Alice
(Kehler) … I felt so bad.

“I had talked to Gary in November,
and when he told me that he had been
hospiced, I knew it was bad. I sat down
to write him a letter, to thank him for
everything and tell him how much he
meant to me. It was very difficult to
write, with tears rolling down my face.

“Gary had an influence on every-
body. I didn’t play for him, but he was
a big influence on me. He helped me
get into coaching. He inspired me.”

Torborg, who now lives in Florida,
then went on a stream-of-conscious-
ness recollection of his days in
Westfield. I thought I was on the phone
with Jack Kerouac.

“My granddad was born a couple of
years after (Abraham) Lincoln was
assassinated and lived to see a man on
the moon. He was a pretty good pitcher
and pitched for a famous semipro team
called the Brooklyn Bushwicks. One
day he is supposed to have pitched
both games of a doubleheader. He lost
the first one, but came back and won
the second. I told him if I’d been man-
aging, he would never have pitched
that second game after losing the first,
and I think I’d have probably used a

reliever or two. But that’s how they did
it back then.

“My dad was pretty well known as a
basketball player at Westfield High.
That was in the mid-1920s. They had
center jumps after every basket. My
dad was the center and also the team’s
best ball-handler. Old-timers tell me
he was quite good, and also a good first
baseman, too.

“I didn’t play basketball at Westfield,
but I played in the Y League, with guys
like Roger Twitchell. We had a great
(Y All-Star) team and won some tour-
nament on the same night that Westfield
beat Cranford in the (1959) county
tournament final. The high school had
a great team, with (Ken) Hite, Ray
(Bailey), (Bob) Haines, Tom Gilson,
Tommy Dudley, Jerry Dick and Charlie
Hoppin. I think they were 24-2 (actu-
ally 24-3). We tried to get (coach) John
Lay to let us play them, to see who was
better. It would’ve been a good game,
but he didn’t go for it. He let us play the
jayvees, and we beat ’em by 30.

“They used to have dances at the Y,
in the room next to the (long-gone)
bowling alleys. This was the mid-
1950s, the start of rock and roll … I
remember Pete Love out there, danc-
ing around like a crazy man. Of course,
Pete was a crazy man.

“I played one baseball game with
Pete for Robert Turner and the Westfield
Merchants, at Brophy Field in Eliza-
beth. There was no mound and the
lighting was really bad. It was tough to
see the pitches. I think I struck out
three times and it would’ve been four
but my last at-bat Robert (Turner) had
a guy thrown out trying to steal when
I had two strikes on me.

“After my senior year at Westfield,
we won the Union County American
Legion title. That was back when
Westfield and Scotch Plains were one
(Legion) team. Our center fielder was
Joe Scarpati from Scotch Plains. He
was the (kick) holder when (Tom)
Dempsey kicked his (NFL) record (63-
yard) field goal.

“Ray Bailey … wow, what a great
athlete he was, and would have been.
He was 6-foot-7 or 6-foot-8. John Lay
switched him from first base to third
base and I think that saved me a couple
of throwing errors. It was tough to
throw it over Ray. He could barely fit
his legs in my car but I remember
driving him home the night before his

mother killed him. That was so sad. He
could have gone to the NBA. (Note:
Bailey’s 347 rebounds in 1959 as a
junior is still No. 2 on the WHS all-
time list.) He lived on Chestnut by the
tennis club. Whenever I’m in the area,
I drive by his house.

“We had some hard-throwing guys
in Westfield. Smitty Lanning really
could throw it hard. I took Smitty, his
real first name was Ernie, and Jody
Freeman and a couple of other guys
and we played for the Maplewood
Maples in the Essex County League.
That was a good league back then and
we darn near won it.

“Another guy who could throw al-
most as hard as Smitty was Ike Evans.
Would you believe in 1966, I’m play-
ing for the (Los Angeles) Dodgers and
we’re at Connie Mack Stadium (in
Philadelphia) and it’s the last day of
the season. We have to win the game to
clinch the pennant. I’m in the bullpen,
which was down the foul line in those
days. So the attendant opens the door
and says, ‘There’s somebody here to
see you’ … and it was Ike! He sat with
me in the bullpen for a couple of in-
nings. And I haven’t see or heard from
Ike since!”

(WHS’s baseball team was 13-5
during Torborg’s senior year, when he
took over as the fulltime catcher after
two years of sharing duties with Pete
Wilday. Lanning {66 strikeouts in 49
innings}, George Webster {44 in 44.1}
and Evans {35 in 35.2} combined to
strike out 145 in 129 innings that year,
or 1.12 k’s per inning. For a compari-
son, this year’s returning WHS pitch-
ers, Chris Jenkins, Evan Shapiro and
Mike Cappiello, fanned 124 in 109.1
innings a year ago, or 1.13 k’s per
inning.)

Back in the summer of 1969, a young
sports writer at the Plainfield Courier-
News earned his first byline, for a story
on Jeff Torborg. Since the writer and
the ballplayer had spent more than a
couple winter afternoons at the
Westfield Y playing 1-on-1 basketball
or tossing a baseball around, and since
Torborg is one of the truly good guys in
sports, it was a fairly easy assignment
for the nervous reporter.

But now that was almost 40 years
ago …

“I think back to when Suzie and I
were in high school, and Gary was a
young student-teacher … now Gary
has passed away, and I’m the same age
my dad was when he died,” said
Torborg, who turned 66 last Novem-
ber. “So much has happened. And yet
it seems like just yesterday ... I was a
sophomore at Westfield and they had
two student teachers that year, both
from Rutgers, Mr. Kehler and Mr.
Oberlander.

“They picked Gary. I think that
proved to be a good choice.”

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
The wise man is satisfied to be right;

the fool must prove others wrong.
QUOTE OF THE YEAR

This from a March 10 story by Bill
Pennington in the New York Times head-
lined “Expectations Lose to Reality of
Sports Scholarships.” It’s about par-
ents and athletes who chase that often-
elusive scholarship dream for years
and years, spending tens of thousands
of dollars along the way, and then
finding out just how little scholarship
money there actually is to be divvied
up by colleges. These are the words of
a top-notch soccer player for the famed
F.C. Delco team in eastern Pennsylva-
nia, who ended up not being recruited
by any college and being cut as a walk-
on.

“The whole thing really is a
crapshoot, but no one ever says that out
loud. On every team I played on, every
single person there thought for sure
that they would play in college. I
thought so, too. Just by the numbers,
it’s completely unrealistic.

“If I had it to do over, I would have
skipped a practice every now and then
to go to a concert or a movie with my
friends. I missed out on a lot of things
for soccer. I wish I could have some of
that time back.”

IN THE GENES
Mel Thorne Jr., the son of 1971

WHS graduate Mel Thorne and his
wife Susan, received a rare honor on
Friday night, Feb. 28. Mel Jr. attends
Somers High School in Connecticut.
Since Somers doesn’t have a football
team, he played wide receiver for neigh-
boring Ellington, earning All-State
honors. At halftime of the Somers-
Ellington basketball game, Thorne re-
ceived a certificate as the third Ellington
player, and first Somers player, to make
All-State. The Somers point guard re-
ceived a standing ovation from both
sides of the gym!

NEW SEASON
This weekend marks the start of the

150th season for the world’s greatest
sport: Australian Rules Football. It’s a
combination of American football,
basketball, soccer, rugby and Gaelic
football. At the top of my Bucket List
is attending a Grand Final at the
Melbourne Cricket Grounds, hearing
Olivia Newton-John sing “Waltzing
Matilda” and rooting for the North
Melbourne Kangaroos.

NOT TOO LATE
A belated congratulations to Bryan

Dougher, Lordley Okarter, Dan
DeCataldo, Kevin Maroney, coach Dan
Doherty and the rest of the Group 3
champion SP-F boys basketball team,
for winning the first state basketball
title in school history.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
during the school year in The Westfield
Leader. Contact us with comments,
complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 10

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

March 2001: The Westfield High
School bowling team was named the
North 2 Team of the Year by The Star-
Ledger. Sophomore Matt Rothstein
was selected to the North 2 First Team
and junior Scott Villa was named to
the Second Team. The Blue Devils
won the Winter Classic in a field of 52
of the state’s finest teams at Carolier
Lanes in East Brunswick. After plac-
ing third in the Union County tourna-
ment, Westfield bounced back to cap-
ture the North 2 title then went on to
finish fifth in the state.

March 2001: Raider senior Derrion
Aberdeen and junior Bob Wallden
were selected to the Courier News
All-Area First Team in boys winter
track. Raider senior Mike Dixon made
the Second Team. Blue Devil senior
Alexis Anzelone – 3,200 –was se-
lected to the Second Team for girls
track. Wallden qualified for the Meet
of Champions in the 3,200 by finish-
ing third in Group 3 and also breezed

to first at the Union County tourna-
ment. Aberdeen cleared 6’2” in the
high jump to place second in the
UCT. Dixon won the 800 at the UCT.

March 2001: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior Andrew
Feeley was selected to the Courier
News Second Team All-Area as a
center in boys basketball. Westfield
High School junior Dan DeSerio was
selected as an Honorable Mention.

March 2001: Westfield High
School senior Cliff Haldeman and
sophomore Zach Coppa were selected
to the Courier News All-Area First
Team in boys swimming.

March 4, 2002: The second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ basketball team gave top-seeded
Malcolm X. Shabazz a run for its
money, falling just 55-46 in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 finals at
Roselle Catholic High School. Fresh-
man center Hillary Klimowicz
pumped in a career-high 29 points,
grabbed eight rebounds and made
three blocks.

assists, charges taken (15), steals
and three-point percentage (39 per-
cent),” added coach Everly. “He did
a lot for us.”

Junior guard Mike Lessner buck-
eted 199 points (7.9 average), led in
3-pointers with 27 and was second on
the team with 61 assists.

“Mike has been playing with us
since his freshman year. He stepped
up his scoring and play. He had a
good year,” coach Everly said.

Junior Dave Pusar missed several
games this season due to a fractured
elbow and surgery on the inside of his
mouth but he managed to average 7.9
points per game and finished with
135 points.

“He was the leading scorer on our
JV team his freshman year. He took
his sophomore year off but he came
back, fought and played hard for us,”
said coach Everly.

Junior Joey Kopser saw a good
deal of playing time and led the team
from the free throw line at 80 percent.
Sophomores Hugo Nolasco and Ryan
Hess also experienced playing time.

Sophomore forward Pat Gray
battled under the boards, pulled 95
rebounds and scored 135 points, while
leading the team by hitting 58 percent
of his field goals.

“He gave us rebounding. He is a
very athletic kid and a good post
defensive player. He runs the game

well, has a good jump shot and can
take the ball to the basket,” coach
Everly said of Gray. “Tony led the
scoring in nine games and Lessner
led in seven games. We had eight
guys share in the scoring. We were an
unselfish team. We shared the ball.”

Although the Blue Devils took their
lumps, they had a shining game near
the end of the season with a 73-48
trouncing of Hillsborough on Senior
Day. Hillsborough had placed second
in the Somerset County Tournament.

“It was a great tribute to Manny.
Hillsborough came in winning six
games in a row and they went on to
beat Ridge,” said coach Everly.

Looking ahead, he said, “Like any
year, as long as we go out and play as
a team, we are going to be successful.
I am looking forward to a good sea-
son next year.”

Immaculata Tops Raiders
In Group 3 Hoops TOC

Fourth-seeded Immaculata High
School of Somerville jumped to a 31-
24, halftime lead then capitalized on
opportunities at the free throw line in
the fourth quarter to defeat the fifth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
basketball team, 60-51, in the first
round of the Tournament of Champi-
ons at the Ritacco Center in Toms
River on March 12.

Raider senior Bryan Dougher
scored 24 points, including five 3-
pointers, to increase his SPF all-time
leading career total to 1,633 points.

Junior forward Kevin Maroney put
up 12 points, senior center Lordly
Okarter sank six and guard Danny
DeCataldo had three points.

Gamal Mohamed netted 20 points
for the Spartans. Jeff Cullinan put in
11 points and Theo Riddick added
nine points. The 22-8 Spartans ad-
vanced to play top-seeded St. An-
thony in the TOC semis at the Rutgers
Athletic Center on March 14. The
Raiders finished with a 23-8 record.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 11 12 15 51
Immaculata 18 13   8 21 60

Raider Baker to Play
In Governors Bowl

Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior
Keith Baker has been selected to
play in the 11th New Jersey/New
York All-Star Football Classic,
known as the Governors’ Bowl,
which will be held at Rutgers Sta-
dium in Piscataway on June 8. The
classic will feature the best seniors
from both states. New Jersey had
won seven of the 10 meetings.

Alleman Places Fourth
At Nike National Meet
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Mike Alleman placed
fourth in the shot put with a shove of
61’6.75” at the 10th Nike Nationals
in Landover, Md. on March 16. Union
Catholic Viking Garrett Ellis finished
seventh in the 400 meters with a time
of 49.02 and was on the winning
4x200-meter relay team that finished
in 1:28.81. Katie McCafferty of Oak
Knoll won the girls two-mile run with
a time of 10:24.53.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH UNDER THE BOARDS… Sophomore forward Pat Gray, center,
battled under the boards, pulled 95 rebounds and scored 135 points.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,300,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,399,000 WESTFIELD $629,000 WESTFIELD $1,595,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $826,000 WESTFIELD $1,450,000 WESTFIELD $2,550,000

Exquisite home on 1/3 acre of serene property.  In-
cludes 12 rooms with 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, private
au-pair suite and too many upgrades and renovations
to list!  Ideally located to NJ Transit commuter train,
schools, downtown shops and restaurants.

Amazing handcrafted detail and custom inclusions set
the standard for unrivaled architectural elegance.  The
scales have been tipped with a stunning display of
sumptuous decadence.  A Primavera home stands
alone.  Breathtaking private cul-de-sac location.

Lovely Townhome in 55+ community features 5
rooms and includes 2 nice-sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
Living Room with fireplace, large Kitchen, great closet
space, 1st floor laundry, pavestone patio.  Close to
everything location.

Outstanding, newly constructed Colonial with fine
craftsmanship and attention to detail.  Rear abuts
“Green Acres” creating a park-like setting.  Spectacu-
lar gourmet Kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
granite, cherry cabinets, Pella window, oak floors.  The
exquisite 2nd floor completes the perfect picture.

Very charming and very spacious center hall Dutch
Colonial with veranda style front porch.  Includes a
15 x 10 foyer, Butler’s pantry, mud room, 5 Bedrooms
on 2nd floor, lots of built-ins and architectural detail,
high ceilings, updated Kitchen and baths and CAC
new in 2000.

Designing and building yesteryear today.  Simpson’s
has set a new standard of excellence with this classic
1920’s shingle style house with 3’ eaves and sweeping
roof lines.  Superb craftsmanship, design and archi-
tectural detail, using only the finest materials with at-
tention to every detail.

SCOTCH PLAINS $419,900
Adorable Colonial sold for 99% of its list price
in 51 days.  Let us design a personalized mar-
keting plan for your home.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.

Charming 5 Bedroom Colonial on one of Wychwoods
most picturesque lanes has a perfect blend of formal
and casual.  There is a large Family Room off an up-
dated Eat-In Kitchen with granite counters, Master
Bedroom with full bath and good closet space, private
guest or au-pair suite, 2nd floor laundry, Living Room
with fireplace and a Dining Room off Kitchen.
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Simply the Best
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our 2007 award winning Sales Associates. Earning

some of the most coveted designations bestowed by Coldwell Banker their commitment to truly remarkable service

accomplished extraordinary results for buyers and sellers. We look forward to assisting you!

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services • 1-888-317-5416 toll free
©2008 Coldwell Banker Corporation is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Susan Checchio
CB International

President’s Elite

Bettyann Lynch
CB International

President’s Elite

Jayne Bernstein
CB International

President’s Circle

Maryalice Ryan
CB International

President’s Circle

Irene Katz
CB International

President’s Circle

Faith Maricic
CB International

President’s Circle

Kathryn Shea
CB International

President’s Circle

 Jill Horowitz Rome

CB International

President’s Circle

Thomas Bianco
CB International

President’s Circle

Grace Rappa
CB International

President’s Circle

John Aslanian
CB International

President’s Circle

Barbara Callahan
CB International

President’s Circle

Naasa Sherbeini
CB President’s Club

Barbara Devlin
CB President’s Club

John DeMarco
CB President’s Club

Patricia Glaydura
CB President’s Club

Ruth Tate
CB President’s Club

Gina Suriano Barber
CB President’s Club

Maureen LaCosta
CB President’s Club

Donna Perch
CB President’s Club

Kay Gragnano
CB President’s Club

Reva Berger
CB President’s Club

Barbara Zeckman
CB President’s Club

Bernadette Houston
CB President’s Club

Stephanie Smith
CB President’s Club

Adah Levin
President’s Club

John Clark Wiley
CB President’s Club

Barbara (Bobbee) Mulvee
CB President’s Club

Louis Faruolo
CB President’s Club

Elizabeth Kroncke
CB President’s Club

Anne Kelly
CB President’s Club

Ann Allen
CB President’s Club

Judith Koeppel
CB President’s Club

Harriet Lifson
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Dennis Devine
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Linda Parsons
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Dario Muscaritolo
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Lola Reed
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Eileen Burlinson
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Susan Dinan
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Elvira Ardrey
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Regina Vietro
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Eileen Passananti
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Barbara McDonough
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Ellen Murphy
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Carol Cushman
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Paula Golbin
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Sonia Kassinger
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Faten Mahran
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Sondra Share
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Diane Pellino
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Arleen Post
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Tamatha Costello
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

William Taylor
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Nancy Bregman
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Michael Buban
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Michael Scott
Manager

Timothy Foreman
Mortgage Advisor

Mary McEnerney
CB International

President’s Elite

Joan Kylish
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Gloria Kraft-Kupka
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

John Papa
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Rosanne DeLorenzo
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Jacqueline Conover
CB Multi-Million

Dollar Club

Frank D. Isoldi
CB International

President’s Premier

Kimberley Haley
CB International

President’s Premier

Hye-Young Choi
CB International

President’s Elite
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Planning to Sell a Home that requires 

Repairs or Renovation before it can be sold ?? 

 
I work with home sellers long before they are ready to list 

their home for sale - assisting them EVERY STEP OF THE WAY 

from repairs & renovation to home staging  then marketing 

their home to obtain a qualified buyer  and on to the closing. 

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME . I M HERE TO HELP. 
 

Call today for a  FREE MARKET EVALUATION  of your home. 
 

GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® 

Call My Cell Phone at:  908-477-5379 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 
 
 

 

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

 

           OFFICE:  908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVE. EAST  -  WESTFIELD 
 

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated     

Holy Trinity JV Girls Finish
Hoops Season Undefeated

The 2007-2008 Holy Trinity Par-
ish JV (5/6th Grade) girls basketball
team capped off a tremendous season
with a championship title on March 8
at SME in Linden. Tough play, disci-
pline and flow enabled the girls to
finish their epic season at 13-0.

Led by Chrissy Ferraro and Anne
DeSantis, the Holy Trinity girls never
worried when trailing St. Thomas after
two quarters, and won the second half
20-5 to grab a 27-13 victory. St. Tho-
mas finished with an 11-2 record,
with both losses at the hands of Holy
Trinity.

FSPY Swimmers Place Fourth
At ‘Y’ State Championships

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) swim team placed fourth
among the 31 teams competing at the
YMCA Championship meet on
March 8-10. FSPY earned its highest
finish in its 45 years of competitive
swimming. FSPY scored in each age
group, with 36 swimmers competing.

FSPY earned three state titles in the
girl’s 15-18 age group. Nicole Colucci,
Janene Senofonte, Mary Henkels and
Ariana Lyons won the 200-freestyle
relay with a state record time of 1:38.26.
Stephanie Baliko joined Henkels,
Senofonte and Lyons to win the 200-
medley relay in a record-breaking time
of 1:49.96. Melissa Helock joined
Colucci, Senofonte and Lyons to win
the 400-freestyle relay.

(15-18s) Colucci, Baliko,
Senofonte and Henkels (400 relay))
and (13-14s) Micaela Lyons, Hannah
Markey, Ana Volski and Nicole
DePaola (200-relay) placed third.  (11-
12s) Sarah Cronin, Jodie Thompson,
Molly Gaynor and Elsa Leistikow
touched fifth in the 200-free relay.

Freestyle: Ariana Lyons [50 (sec-

ond), 100 (fifth)], Helock [200 (third),
500 (fourth), 1000 (fourth)], Colucci
[100 (third), 200 (fifth)] and Cronin
[100 (fourth)].

Henkels (100, 200 backstroke) took
second. Markey took 4-5 respectively in
the 100 and 200 backstroke and 3-4 in
the 100 and 200 breaststroke. Senofonte
and Gaynor touched 2-4, respectively, in
100 and 50-yard butterfly.

The 15-18 relay boys finished sec-
ond (200-free), third (400-medley),
fourth (200-medley) and fifth (400-
free). Scott Marino, Mike Green and
Zach Peart were members of each of
these relays. Brian O’Donnell and
Dan Livolsi completed the free and
the medley relays, respectively.

Marino won the 200-breaststroke,
and finished second in 400IM, 100-
fly and 100-free, earned third in 1,650-
free, and touched fourth in the 50-
free and 200-free. Peart scored in six
individual events, including the 100-
back (third) and 400IM (fifth).

Boys 13-14: Alex Burzynski, Greg
Baliko, Mike Napolitano and Dan
Napolitano took 2-4, respectively, in
the 200-medley relay and the 200-free
relay. Baliko scored in six events, in-
cluding second in the 200-breast and
fourth in the 200IM and 400IM. Mike
Napolitano scored in four freestyle
events [1000 (second), 500 (second),
200 (third) and 1650 (fifth)] and two
butterfly events. Dan Napolitano fin-
ished fifth in the 100-fly.

Boys 11-12: Ryan Gajdzisz, Aaron
Markey, Tim Walsh and Matt DeBiasse
touched 3-4 in the 200-free and 200-
medley relays. Walsh placed third in
the 50-breaststroke and fifth in the 50-
fly. Boys 10U: Alex Skoog, Marcel
Green, Matthew Auda and Alex Wang
finished fifth in the 200-free relay.

Head Coach Chris Feinthel ob-
served that, “over the course of three
days, FSPY swimmers broke 14 team
records, set two Y state records and
recorded over 250 lifetime best swims.
What impressed me most was the
‘team first’ mindset, which is going
to take our program to new heights in
years to come.”

St. Bart’s Men’s League
Seeks Softball Players

Applications are available for men,
age 30 and over, who want to join a
great softball league. Forms are avail-
able in Scotch Plains at Standard Pest
Control or Sideline Sports and in
Fanwood at Family Investors Com-
pany.

This year marks the league’s 30th
year. New teams are chosen each year
during a draft ala the NFL’s college
draft. This helps maintain a fun atmo-
sphere, but make no mistake, every-

one plays hard and wants to win. It is
a great opportunity to meet some good
people. The average age of the play-
ers is 45.

If there are any questions about the
league, please call Commissioner
Dom Lawrence at (908) 322-1697 or
Tom Kucin at (908) 233-2561. For
more information about the league,
including a downloadable applica-
tion, please visit the league’s website
at www.stbartssoftball.com.

With the guidance of coaches Rob
Coloney, Steve Criscuolo, Larry
D’Amico and Margaret Fitzpatrick,
the Trinity girls were taught funda-
mentals, teamwork and the impor-
tance of working hard. Their ability
to play, learn and come together, in
conjunction with their team mottos
of never giving up and earning each
and every victory, proved to be a
valuable formula for team success.

The team, which has 14 girls in
total, did not lose a game, despite
going 5-6 just one year ago. With a
year of experience, and nothing to
lose, the girls worked hard, starting in
the summer, under direction of high
school senior Rob Coloney (St. Peter’s
Prep). With help from his assistants,
the girls formulated a winning game
plan, which was centered around a 1-
3-1 full court trap press, which frus-
trated opponents in the CYO league
around Union County. The victory
over St. Thomas was the Trinity CYO
Program’s first girls’ title since its
start, which was in 2004.

HOOPS CHAMPIONS…St. Helen’s 3/4th grade TERPS, led by Coach Geschickter
and Coach DeCandia, won their championship basketball game with a 29-27
overtime victory over the Green Machine on March 11.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Fishing Derby Slated
For Echo Lake Park
MOUNTAINSIDE – The New-

ark Bait and Fly Casting Club will
host its 28th Annual Kids Fishing
Derby at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside from April 12
through May 3. Participants must
register on Saturday, April 12.

The Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club has presented programs for
children for almost 100 years. Mem-
bers are also certified as instructors
in the Hooked on Fishing – Not on
Drugs program. Prizes are awarded
to the winners of various contests.
Bait is supplied and fishing rods are
available.

All individuals and youth groups
are welcome to attend this event.
Please call Fred Bercaw, president,
at (908) 753-4726 for further infor-
mation.

Alonza Klopfer, an 8-year-old from
Garwood, captured her third consecu-
tive All-Around State Champion title
for her age group and level (age 7 to
9 – Level 6) in the USAG Women’s Jr.
Olympic state competition held on
January 13, at Rutgers University.

In addition to the All-Around title,
with a combined score of 37.425,
Klopfer also snatched the state meet

balance beam record with a 9.825,
took first on the floor exercise with a
9.450, and placed second on the un-
even bars.

With three years of competitive
gymnastics experience, Alonza said
that she would like to go to the Olym-
pics someday. Alonza currently trains
level 7, for 20 hours a week at Sun-
burst Gym in Union.

Garwood’s Klopfer Wins State Gymnastics Title

Garwood Level 6 gymnast Alonza Klopfer

David B. Corbin (September  2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXERCISING MASSIVE POWER…Slugger Nick Dinizo attempts to put one
away at the St. Bart’s Championship game on Labor Day.

Holy Trinity Parish JV 5/6th grade girls basketball team

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Open House: Sunday, March 23rd • 1-4 pm

465 Topping Hill Road, Westfield $1,450,000
This early Art-Deco 1940’s home is a unique and pristine home filled with amenities
galore!  This 9 room home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Master Bedroom Suite
with sitting area and marble spa bathroom, Gourmet kitchen with sleek wood
cabinetry, granite countertops and stainless steel appliances, 3 car attached garage,
hardwood floors, sound system, CAC, conservatory with floor-to-ceiling nine-light
windows that overlook the professionally landscaped lush property.  WSF0314

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

827 Coolidge Street, Westfield $599,900
Cheerful Colonial offers hardwood floors, bay window, updated kitchen opening
to family room addition, 1st floor full bath / laundry room, 3 spacious bedrooms,
renovated main bath w/ whirlpool tub. Sliding glass doors to back deck for access
to deep yard. Terrific neighborhood in close proximity to town.

New construction! Custom 4000+ sq. ft. home to be built on a beautiful 100 x
150 lot in the Wilson School district on a quiet street. This stunning “Tudor”
styled home will feature 5 bedrooms and 4.1 baths, first floor guest suite, large
family room with fireplace, second floor laundry room, Master bedroom suite
which includes a separate sitting room / study option. Many amenities and more!

201 Baker Avenue, Westfield $1,999,900
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Raider Matmen Notched District Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Used Youth to Set Up Mat Future
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Award and finished this season with a
30-10 record.

“He had great accomplishments,
county champion, district champion,”
said Scholz. “He fell short of Atlantic
City. I know it was really crushing to
him and to me as well because he
worked so hard. He was a great cap-
tain.”

Senior Billy Jacobs won the 189-lb
district title and finished 17-9 and
junior Joe Sebolao claimed the 171-
lb title.

“Joe! Who would have guessed?
His style of wrestling, he’s tough.
One minute you see him on his back,
the next minute he has the kid on his
back. He liked being on varsity,” said
coach Scholz.

Sophomore Mike Ridge placed sec-
ond in the UCT, won the 145-lb dis-
trict crown and came up one victory
shy of qualifying for AC to finish
with a 24-14 record.

“Being a sophomore, he is a tough,
tough individual. He doesn’t stop.
His conditioning is great. He doesn’t
back down from anybody. It was so
close for him, making it to states. He
was making things happen. He was
on a roll. He is going to use that (loss
in the regions) and move on. There’s
no holding him back next year,” said

coach Scholz.
Sophomore Tristan Bundy placed

third in the UCT, claimed the 119-lb
district title and finished with a 26-12
record.

“He was able to wrestle with some
really good kids. He’s quick. He has
good sense of things. He’s hot and
cold some times. He needs to mature
a little bit more and he is doing it. He
is going to be the real deal next year,”
predicted coach Scholz.

Junior captain Mike Ferrara, no
stranger to overtime bouts, placed
third in the UCT, second in the dis-
trict at 140-lbs and finished with a 27-
10 record.

“A tough weight class, every year
that Mike wrestled in! He wrestled so
tough so many times. We need to get
him over that hump in overtime
matches. As a captain, you couldn’t
ask for a better kid. He motivates the
kids. He’s there for them,” said coach
Scholz. “We want to see great things
for him.”

Junior Dan Gore took fourth in the
UCT, second in the district at 135-lbs
and finished 16-13. Junior Wes
Morrison qualified for the regions by
placing third in the district at 130-lbs
and freshman Nowell Whitehouse also
placed third in the districts and fin-

ished with a 15-20 record at 103-lbs.
“Nowell came in really raw. Then

he started winning. I can see wonder-
ful things for him. Wes wrestles with
his heart on his sleeve. He gives you
100 percent. He works out with the
best kids in the room, Mike Ferrara
and Mike Ridge. You can’t go wrong
there. Danny can come in as a quality
varsity senior next year. He can do a
lot of things,” coach Scholz said.

Junior Rob Desiato (160-lbs) got
injured early in the season but showed
ability on the mats. Junior Ryan
McCarthy (160-lbs) and sophomores
Jawan Gaines (125-lbs), Brian Laspe
(171 to 215) and Josh Foote (135-
140), and freshmen Shane Squire (112-
lbs) and Nick Sebolao (125-lbs) also
contributed to the Raiders’ success.

“Nick wants to be on varsity. He
works hard. Desiato, McCarthy, we
are going to have some nice leader-
ship. Jawan, when he wants to wrestle,
he wrestles really good. He can run
with anyone. Shane is another kid
who is a tough competitor. Josh has a
unique style. Our team is just going to
keep growing and growing,” said
coach Scholz.

Several talented incoming fresh-
men should also add to the Raiders’
growth next year.

“Joe took it to the next level. As the
year went on, you could see him build
his confidence. He was a team player.
He wrestled where we asked him,
from 130 up to 140. He is someone
we are looking to lean on next year in
terms of leadership, so we are expect-
ing a good year from Joe,” said Kurz.

Junior Nick DeFreitas turned on
the aggressiveness, placed second in
the district at 119-lbs after a tough 7-
5, overtime loss, experienced another
overtime loss in the regions and fin-
ished 14-6.

“Nick got a lot of mat time this year
and he benefited from it. He and John
Barnes go 100 miles an hour in that
room. They make each other better.
He’s quick. He’s explosive. He’s
strong and he’s worked hard. I think
all the sudden it all clicked with him.
I think he is going to have an out-
standing senior year,” said Kurz. “He

is going to be making some noise at
the end of next year!”

Sophomore Ryan Jennings, com-
peting above his normal 135-lb weight
class at 145-lbs, displayed plenty of
moxie in his bouts and had a good
chance to qualify for the regions but
he, unfortunately, was injured in the
district semifinals and finished with a
13-7 record.

“To me, he was the most pleasant
surprise of the year. If you told me at
the beginning of the year that Ryan
was going to finish with fourth place
in the county tournament, I wouldn’t
have believed it,” said Kurz. “This
year, when he got back in the room,
he got back to business, working as
hard as he could. There were times
when we needed him and he really
came through.”

Freshman Jey Yingling, who took a
lot of pride in working his Spread

Eagle pinning combination, made it
to the district semifinals at 112-lbs.
Freshman Erik Gozdieski began com-
peting at the 160-lb varsity level late
in the season and showed promise.
Juniors Bill Kim (171-lbs) and Zach
Frantz (189-lbs) gained experience at
the varsity level, as did Alan Work-
man (171-lbs) and sophomore Chris
Tomasso (145-lbs).

“Those kids improved through the
year,” said Kurz. “They benefited from
having varsity experience. We know
where we have our big points. It’s
going to be how these other guys are
going to step up and solidify the
lineup.”

The Blue Devils may have several
talented freshmen entering the ranks
next season and look to add to an
atmosphere geared for winning.

“I feel good about where we are
headed,” said coach Kurz.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 11 CHAMP, REGION SEMIFINALIST…Blue Devil freshman Christian Barber, top, setting up a Merkel
maneuver, won the 130-lb district crown and advanced to the Region 3 semifinal round this season.

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMP, TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP…Raider Joe Blaes, left, won the Union County heavyweight title and
Outstanding Wrestler Award, along with two District 11 titles.

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP, AC QUALIFIER…Blue Devil John Barnes, top, won the district 119-lb title last year,
the district 125-lb title this season and qualified for the states at Atlantic City.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD

New Victorian with stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality craftsmanship throughout its 6 bedrooms 
and 4.5 bathrooms.  The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined with all of today’s amenities & conveniences 
offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Mouser Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with fireplace & Master Bedroom 

Suite with luxurious spa bathroom.                                                                             Offered for $1,499,000 

225 BENSON PLACE, WESTFIELD

Custom built in 2005, this four bedroom colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality craftsmanship 
throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with center island & granite counters, family 
room with gas fireplace, hardwood floors, central vac, second floor laundry, fenced year and wired for plasma tv and 

surround sound.                                                                                                                Offered for $1,395,000

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

New stately Center Hall Colonial on park like property in Wychwood.  KHov Classics designed and built this fine 
home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.  Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, 
extensive moldings, hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out lower 

level w/Media Room, Office & full bath.                                                                          Offered for $1,699,000

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious Wychwood section of Westfield.  
This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by 
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage. 

                                                                                 Newly Repositioned at $1,695,000
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Permanent Patch Contract, North - 2008, Various locations in Sus-
sex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren County
- Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP  No: 08439

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/20/08, 3/27/08 and 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-5399-08
FILE NO: 36.1819

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
OHIO CASUALTY GROUP
INSURANCE COMPANY A/K/
A OHIO CASUALTY GROUP

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which NATIONAL CITY
MORTGAGE A DIVISION OF NATIONAL
CITY BANK is plaintiff and JULIO
PRETELL AND MRS. JULIO PRETELL,
HIS WIFE; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
ONE THROUGH TEN; OHIO CASUALTY
GROUP INSURANCE COMPANY A/K/A
OHIO CASUALTY GROUP, et als. are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket Number F-
5399-08 within thirty-five (35) days after
March 20, 2008 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint (and amend-
ment to complaint, if any). You shall file
your answer and proof of service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25
Market Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated  April 9, 2007, made by JULIO
PRETELL, UNMARRIED, as Mortgagor(s)
to NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE A DIVI-
SION OF NATIONAL CITY BANK, re-
corded on August 27, 2007, in Book 12275
of Mortgages for UNION County, Page
0557, and subsequently assigned to the
plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession of,
and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 539 MARSHALL STREET,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07206.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling  908-354-
4340.

You, OHIO CASUALTY GROUP IN-
SURANCE COMPANY A/K/A OHIO CA-
SUALTY GROUP, are made a party de-
fendant to this foreclosure action because
you hold a judgment that may affect the
mortgage premises and the mortgage
being foreclosed herein. You are entitled
to Notice of this action for any right, title,
claim or interest you may have in, to or
against said mortgage premises.
Dated: MARCH 14, 2008

Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $65.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Monday, April 7, 2008 in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application for pre-
liminary and final major site plan approval
with variances:

08-03(V) A&R WESTFIELD BROAD
STREET, LLC  ( APPLICANT),
21 EAST BROAD STREET,
BLOCK 2506, LOT 12 ON THE
TAX MAP OF  THE  TOWN OF
WESTFIELD  (THE “PROP-
ERTY”). APPLICANT IS SEEK-
ING  PRELIMINARY AND FI-
NAL MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL  WITH VARIANCES.
APPLICANT SEEKS TO CON-
STRUCT A ONE-STORY RE-
TAIL BUILDING ON A VACANT
LOT WHICH WILL HAVE AS
TENANTS  A RETAIL STORE
AND A RESTAURANT.

Applicant seeks variances from
the following provisions of the
Land Use Ordinance of  the Town
of Westfield.
List of New C.40:55D70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 17.02B5 of  the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires 16 parking spaces per
requirements by zone calcula-
tion. Applicant proposes 2
spaces.
Section 17.02C7 a & s of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires 42 parking
spaces by use requirement cal-
culation. Applicant proposes 2
spaces.
Section 17.02E1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires one (1) off- street loading
space. Applicant is not providing
an off-street loading space.
Section 17.04A of  the  Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires parking space dimensions
to be 9 feet by 20 feet. Applicant
proposes parking space dimen-
sions of  9 feet by 18 feet.
Section 17.05B  of  the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires the driveway width for two-
way traffic to be 20 feet. Appli-
cant proposes a driveway width
of 10 feet.
Section 17.05C of  the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires access aisle dimension
to be 24 feet. Applicant proposes
a parking access aisle dimen-
sion of 19.78 feet.
Section 16.04 E1B of  the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
stricts the maximum sign mount-
ing height to 12 feet. Applicant
proposes a sign mounting height
of 15.5 feet.
Section 16.04E1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance lim-
its the number of signs to two (2)
(one per tenant). Applicant pro-
poses five (5) signs.
Section 17.10C of  the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance pro-
vides the level of illumination at
ground level shall not exceed
five-tenths (0.5) of a footcandle
at the property line, nor three-
tenths (0.3) of a footcandle at
any property line abutting a prop-
erty used by or zoned for resi-
dential use. The level of  illumi-
nation exceeds five-tenths (0.5)
of a footcandle at the property
lines, one of which property line
is of  a property to be used by a
residential use.

Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday be-
tween 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant
Arthur Attenasio, LLC

324 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 490

Westfield, New Jersey 07091-0490
(908) 233-6013

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $91.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-06 PRINTED FORMS

FOR THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 17, 2008 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: BIDDERS NOTE: Bid
security is waived for this bid proposal.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
BOND ORDINANCE

STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
ORDINANCE NO. 665-2008
FINAL READING: 3/13/2008

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey on March 13, 2008 and the
20-day period of limitation within which a
suit, action or proceeding questioning the
validity of such ordinance can be com-
menced, as provided in the Local Bond
Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies
of the full ordinance are available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ office for members of the general
public who request the same. The sum-
mary of the terms of such bond ordinance
follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO APPROPRIATE AN ADDI-
TIONAL SUM OF $3,000,000
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION
OF A NEW EQUIPMENT
STORAGE AND OFFICE
BUILDING AT THE VENNIERI
BUILDING COMPLEX IN
WESTFIELD IN, BY AND FOR
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPA-TION NOTES IN
ANTICIPA-TION OF THE IS-
SUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Supplemental funding for
the construction of a new equipment stor-
age and office building at the Vennieri
Building Complex in Westfield in, by and
for the County.

Appropriation:  $3,000,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $2,850,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $ -0-
Section 20 Costs:  $ -0-
Useful Life: 30 years

Nicole DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $48.96

Steve Lonegan to Speak In
Fanwood on March 31

Hatfield Says Congress Must
Move on Surveillance Act

Whitman Calls on Stender
To Return Pelosi Money

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 08-03-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 11, 2008. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance amending Chapter 160 of
the Code of the Borough of Fanwood that
modifies certain definitions and sets forth
regulations relevant to dumpsters.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 8, 2008, at
7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
APRIL 3, 2008, at 7:30 pm in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeals:

Francis & Teresa Quigley, for a vari-
ance to permit the construction of a new
attached garage addition at the property
located at 539 Cedar Street, Block 3502,
Lot 2, R-3A Zone, from the following sec-
tion of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, Col. 7:-Front
Yard Setback; Minimum Required: 30 feet;
Proposed: 10 feet.

Christopher & Lindsay DeMasi, for a
variance to permit the construction of a six
(6) foot fence along the front yard area for
property located at 1 Nicole Court, Block
3502, Lot 4.01, R-3A Zone from the follow-
ing section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o-Regulations Applicable
to all zones – Fences; Allowed: 4 feet;
Proposed: 6 feet.

Kimm Construction, LLC, for variances
to permit the construction of a new single-
family dwelling at property located at 7
Johnson Street, Block 6102, Lot 9.01, R-
3 Zone from the following sections of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G, Col. 4-Lot
Width, Minimum required: 60 feet; Pro-
posed: 55.65 feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G, Col. 7-Front
Setback; Minimum required: 30 feet; Pro-
posed: 159.85 feet.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $36.72

SUMMIT – Kelly Hatfield, a Re-
publican candidate for Congress
from the Seventh District, has ques-
tioned “the wisdom of top Demo-
cratic House leaders refusal to fol-
low the U.S. Senate’s bipartisan lead
and pass the Federal Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act (FISA).”

Ms. Hatfield asks why Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi and others
are “intent on giving those who are
determined to hurt us here in the
U.S., namely foreign terrorists over-
seas, the same protection that is en-
joyed by Americans at home.”

“This makes no sense,” Ms.
Hatfield said. “Obviously, someone,
someplace is buzzing in someone’s
ear.”

“Congress said that they needed
more time to evaluate the issue and
set a self imposed deadline which
has now come and gone,” she said.
“If they were serious about protect-
ing our shores they would not have
wasted valuable time by crafting their
own bill which is seriously flawed.”

The House bill would require a
court approval process that would
make it more difficult to collect in-
telligence on foreign terrorists over-
seas and also make class action liti-
gation possible against private sec-
tor companies who assisted in pro-
tecting our country after the 9/11
attacks, the candidate stated.

“We cannot continue to put these
companies who answered the call
during our nation’s time of need at
risk of being sued nor can we take

the chance that should the situation
again present itself that they would
be reluctant to cooperate with our
intelligence professionals for fear of
litigation,” Ms. Hatfield explained.

“With multi-billion-dollar law suits
already filed class action trial law-
yers would like nothing better than
for the House version to be approved,
however, it is doubtful that the Senate
would pass it and it is quite clear that
it would be vetoed even if the Senate
does pass it,” according Ms. Hatfield’s
press release. “The House bill also
seeks to establish a commission to
examine past intelligence activities
which has been characterized as a
waste of time and money.”

“The bill that they are presenting
does little to ensure the safety of our
citizens but rather would serve to fill
the pockets of the trial lawyers,” Ms.
Hatfield said. “Instead of wasting
taxpayers dollars by dwelling on past
activities, this Congress needs to look
to the future and take steps to protect
American families where they sleep.”

With the process to approve the
FISA “nowhere near completion,”
Ms. Hatfield said she fears that Con-
gress will again leave town for the
Easter break without taking the mea-
sures necessary to get the appropri-
ate bi-partisan legislation on the
President’s desk.

“The U.S. Senate passed the bill
that makes the most sense. Congress
on the other hand, under Pelosi’s
leadership, has accomplished noth-
ing these last three weeks to protect
America.”

Ms. Hatfield also stated that,
“when elected to Congress” she
would “fight for the safety of New
Jersey residents standing up to the
Democrats in Washington and defi-
nitely would not be leaving town
before the job is done.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 11,
2008, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
1st day of April, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1911

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 10A “
CONSERVATION CENTER
AND CURBSIDE BULKY
WASTE COLLECTION”
SEC10A-9" PERMITS RE-
QUIRED FOR COLLECTION”

This ordinance provides that the fee for
a bulky waste permit shall not exceed
$100.00, states that the Town Council will
set the fee by resolution, and explains the
provisions of the permit. Members of the
general public may obtain a copy of the
ordinance without cost in the Office of the
Town Clerk, Town of Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except holidays.
1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader FeeL $35.19

“This past weekend liberal
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was in New
Jersey raising money for fellow lib-
eral tax raiser Linda Stender in her
bid for Congress,” said Kate
Whitman. “A Republican candidate
for Congress in the 7th District.
Now Ms. Pelosi’s Democrats have
voted for the largest tax increase in
American history.”

The candidate said the $683 bil-
lion tax increase “creates tens of
billions of dollars in new wasteful
Washington spending and rejecting
any reform to solve our nation’s
entitlement crisis.”

“The solution isn’t higher taxes,
the solution is to cut wasteful spend-
ing. The Democrats’ budget con-
tains over 11,000 in pork-barrel
earmarks at the cost of $16 billion,
and will pass on an additional $14
billion in debt to future generations,
because the Democrats’ bloated
budget fails to address the fiscal
crisis facing Social Security and
Medicare programs. This is unac-
ceptable,” Ms. Whitman said.

Ms. Whitman said, “I have
pledged to taxpayers to vote against
all tax increases and all wasteful
pork barrel spending. I have signed
the ‘Taxpayer Protection Pledge’
and am the only candidate for Con-
gress in the 7th District to sign the
‘Earmark Reform Pledge. We must
stop liberals’ addiction to pork bar-
rel spending and our tax dollars.”

Ms. Whitman continued, “Linda

Stender has voted for 94 tax in-
creases here in New Jersey. But
once again, all we get from Stender
is dead silence in support of higher
taxes. Right here and right now, I
call on Linda Stender to reject her
liberal high taxing ways by return-
ing the tens of thousands of dollars
she raised from liberal Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and her pork-barrel
liberal special interests.”

The candidate said the Democrats’
budget would impose a “crippling
tax increase for every single tax-
payer in the United States including
married couples, families with chil-
dren, senior citizens, small busi-
ness owners and farmers:”

She said nearly 48 million mar-
ried couples would be penalized
with a $3,000 tax increase; low-
income families would be hit when
the child tax credit is cut by $500
per child; almost 18 million senior
citizens would have to pay an extra
$2,100 in taxes, about 27 million
family-businesses and small-busi-
ness owners would be strapped with
a $4,000 tax increase and reinstat-
ing the Death Tax would cost wid-
ows and families an additional
$180.6 billion

Ms. Whitman concluded by say-
ing, “Our economy is sagging, lib-
eral Democrats are wrong, and I
pledge that when I get to Congress
I will sponsor legislation to elimi-
nate pork-barrel earmarks forever. I
will put taxpayers first – always.”

FANWOOD – Steve Lonegan, an
opponent of Governor Jon Corzine’s
proposed increase in highway tolls,
will speak at Fanwood’s Forest Road
Park facility on Monday, March 31,
at 7:30 p.m.

Earlier this year the former Bogota
mayor was arrested and released
without being charged for trespass-
ing while leading a protest at one of
Gov. Corzine’s town hall meetings
in Cape May on the proposed toll
hikes. The largely negative public
response to the graduated schedule
of toll hikes is coming from the fre-
quent patrons residing close to the
Garden State Parkway and the New
Jersey Turnpike.

Mr. Lonegan is the executive di-
rector of the New Jersey Chapter of
Americans for Prosperity, an orga-

nized grass roots movement that
champions the principles of entre-
preneurship along with fiscal and
regulatory restraint.

Mr. Lonegan’s presentation is an
analytical look into the economy and
the history of government in New
Jersey. He will highlight the history
of the rise in the rate of New Jersey’s
sales tax, income tax, and property
tax.

According to press release from
the Fanwood Republicans, Mr.
Lonegan will chart how “irrespon-
sible stewardship generated record-
setting long-term debt that plunged
the state from a top tier to a bottom
tier rating of fiscal health.”

All area residents are invited to
attend the presentation that is being
sponsored by Americans for Pros-
perity and the Fanwood Republi-
cans.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-273
amending (Resolution No. 2008-188)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith

& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the

matter entitled Edgardo Ortiz v. UC, et
als

COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $30,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-272
amending (Resolution No. 2007-1088)

AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Eduardo Tapari v. UC, et
als

COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $35,000

  Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-264
AWARD TO: Lolo’s Transcription Ser-

vice, Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: for Medical Transcription of

autopsy, external examinations and his-
tology reports at the Medical Examiner’s
Office

PERIOD: March 1, 2008-December 31,
2008

COSTS: at $50per report in an amount
not to exceed $3,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-259
AWARDED TO: Alamo Group, Mt.

Holly, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for 2008 Regular Bian-

nual Dam Inspection
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$24,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-244
AWARDED TO: Bevan, Mosca,

Guiditta & Zarillo, P.C., Watchung, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: for the advancement
and coordination of County’s major infra-
structure projects

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $72,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/13/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-234
AWARDED TO: Hospitalist Associ-

ates, Inc, Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide professional

medical services for the patients/residents
of the Cornerstone Units Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital

PERIOD: March 1, 2008-February 28,
2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Marks Commits to Earmark
Reform Standards in Wash.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,

Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District, has announced that
he signed the earmark reform pledge
that “goes above and beyond any cur-
rent earmark disclosure rules to boost
transparency and demand higher stan-
dards from members of Congress for
future earmark requests.”

Mr. Marks also said he was the first
candidate in the race for Congress to
sign the Americans for Tax Reform
“No Tax Pledge.” The earmarks
pledge is sponsored by the national
taxpayer advocacy group - Council
for Citizens Against Government

Waste (CCAGW).
“It has become all too clear, with

every new media report on abusive,
special-interest spending in Wash-
ington, that we have to drain this
earmark swamp,” Mr. Marks said.

“In plain words, public confidence
in Washington is broken and to re-
store it, we must restore integrity and
honesty to the spending process. There
is a great abundance of rhetoric about
earmark reform, but far too little ac-
tion. I am running for Congress be-
cause the taxpayers in the 7th District
and across New Jersey deserve to
know that their hard-earned tax dol-
lars are being spent wisely and ethi-
cally in Washington.”

Mr. Marks explained that he sup-
ported the earmarks reform pledge
because “it will save tax dollars, bring
strong and intense scrutiny to the
process of spending public dollars,
and will change the culture in Wash-
ington that has allowed spending bills
to become a wish-list for powerful
members in Washington.”

For more information on Martin
Marks, please visit
MarksforCongress2008.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 08-02-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 11, 2008. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance creating Chapter 225 of
the Code of the Borough of Fanwood
regulating the use and placement of stor-
age containers or “PODS” in the Borough.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 8, 2008, at
7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $21.93

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on De-
cember 19, 2007, granted approval for
variances for fence height, fence on a
corner lot and side yard setback for  the
property owned by John Celardo at 4 Cray
Terrace, Fanwood, New Jersey, being
Block 95 and Lot 2.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. John Celardo
4 Cray Terrace

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the above Refunding Bond Ordinance
was duly passed on first reading by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, in the County of Union, New Jersey
on the 7th day of February, 2008, and that
said Refunding Bond Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of said Board of Education to be held in the
Administration Building, Evergreen Av-
enue & Cedar Street in Scotch Plains on
the 10th day of April, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Re-
funding Bond Ordinance and all interested
persons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.

ANTHONY DEL SORDI
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 08-01-S

CALENDAR YEAR 2008 OR-
DINANCE TO EXCEED THE
MUNICIPAL BUDGET AP-
PROPRIATION LIMITS AND
TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 11, 2008.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/20/08, The Times Fee: $17.34

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Electric, Inc.
Full Service

Electrical Construction Co.

Commercial & Residential

Professionalism & Integrity are the

foundation of JDM Electric

908-654-1662
Free Estimates • NJ License #6547

Fully Insured & Bonded

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY
14x14 Paver Patio

72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

Residential Remodeler • Builder

908.233.0900

www.GO-KENT.com

HELP WANTED

Small Fanwood office seeks
part-time office assistant. 19 hour/
week. General office work.
Excel and telephone skills a must.

Send resume to
PO Box 159

Fanwood, NJ 07023
or call Kathy (908) 322-8440

INVOICE PROCESSING ASST

Avotus Corp, a leader in Telecom
Exp. Mgmt., has position avail in
New Providence. 5 days/flex hrs.
Resp include data entry, filing/
scanning of customer invoices.
Word/email reqd. Candidate s/b
highly organized & able to
multi-task. $10/hr, no benefits.

Send resume to
Meg.Berke@Avotus.com

P/T NANNY NEEDED

Looking for a Loving, Experienced
Nanny, 3 or 4 days per week for
3 children ages 6, 4 1/2, and 2.
Must Drive. Contact Christine

(914) 953-2435

BABY GRAND PIANO

Rare Kranich & Bach 1927
baby grand piano for sale.
Appraised value $4250. after
tuning. Asking $3000. Negotiable.

Call (908) 654-3461

THOMAS KINCAID PLATES

Liquidating Thomas Kincaid
plate collection

selling at very fair price!
$20.00 each

Call Cindi (908) 654-6585

HELP WANTED

Experienced local coordinators
needed to place and supervise
international exchange students.
If you have experience in hosting
or placing in the past 5 years,
call 1 (800) 522-4678. Travel
opportunity. Competitive rates.

www.STSFoundation.org

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience

Serving Westfield Area
for the Past Five Years.

Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197

WEEKEND  CHILDCARE

NEED TO GET OUT ON WEEK-
ENDS? Experienced, 5yrs+ in
Westfield area, 35 yr. old female,
seeking part-time work. Respon-
sible, Reliable, Fun, Nurturing.
DON’T HESITATE, call today!

(908) 499-1814

WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. $3475/mo. $150/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Childcare in my Westfield home,
2 1/2 and 4 1/2 year old, two days
per week 8am-5pm. Car and local
references required. Please call

 (908) 233-6160

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITE

Beautiful new office suites
starting at $795.00 in Scotch
Plains. Fully equipped w/ tele,
voice, copier, postage, etc. Ideal
for owner or business exe.
Why work from home?
www.havenexecutivesuites.com

SUMMER DAY CAMP JOBS!

No Nights/weekends. Group
Counselors, lifeguards/WSI,
instructors for Soccer, Baseball,
Tennis, Rollerblading, Ceramics,
Woodworking, Lanyards, Crafts,
Karate, Cooking and Canoeing.
Teachers and College Students
Welcome. Warren Township
(Somerset County), NJ.

(908) 647-0664
robin@campriverbend.com

apply at:
www.campriverbend.com

WESTFIELD @ $487,900!

3 Bedroom Colonial Home
Living Rm w/bay window,
hardwood floors, Modern eat-in
kitchen w/dw. Formal Dining Rm,
1.5 baths, fenced yard w/Deck,
freshly painted interior and
ready for quick occupancy!!

Contact Mary D’Agostino at
(848) 219-8489

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

WESTFIELD:
Liang Luo and Ling Pang to Chris-

topher L. and Elizabeth Ann Folvik,
50 Doris Parkway, $492,500.

Reid J. and Debra S. Leonard to
Ralph Romano and Fuensanta
Gutierrerz, 949 Ripley Avenue,
$547,000.

Mark and Amy Blumkin to Kent V.
Diamond and Carolyn Guarino
Nixdorff, 8 Azalea Trail, $860,000.

Mark A. Albano and Francisco Solo
to Thomas and Cheryl Plonski, 36
Mohawk Trail, $501,000.

Mildred A. Deer to Subramanian
and Usha Krishman, 362 Orenda
Circle, $655,000.

JP Morgan Chase Bank to Dara
Coles and Norma Harper, 914 North
Avenue, West, $322,000.

Walter H. Clark, Jr., et als to Hans
C. and Eleanor G. Cederqvist, 119
Cowperthwaite Place, $552,500.

203 Elm Street Realty, Co. to The
Stop & Shop Supermarket Co., LLC,
203 Elm Street, $4,300,000.

Robert G. and Ruth A. Faris to
Alexander C. and Laura M. Reynolds,
311 Hazel Avenue, $575,000.

James E. Brett to Sherrie Amarante,
515 Trinity Place, $380,250.

US Bank National Association to
Marcel Moyano, 129 Windsor Av-
enue, $180,000.

Sean E. and Riva M. Waller to
Christopher J. Canete, 659 Willow
Grove Road, $525,000.

Ivar J. and Mary E. Johanson to
Walter e. Bonilla, 1002 Ripley Av-

Recent Home Sales

enue, $300,000.
Needle-Point Homes to Robert S.

and Rosemary C. Rossitto, 1350
Overhill Street, $1,100,000.

Pinnacle Developers Corp. to
Gerald and Traci Gleeson, 941 Cleve-
land Avenue, $850,000.

Deuris E. Sweeney to Alice Dillon,
34 Cowperthwaite Square, $670,000.

Angelo E. and Janet F. Tirone to
Timothy T. and Amy B. Cook, 807
Wallberg Avenue, $750,000.

Virginia A. Brown to Douglas
Landaeta and Lisa Brown Landaeta,
244 Hazel Avenue, $425,000.

Richard S. and Grace Cetlin to
Michael D. and Emily M. Thomp-
son, 766 Fairacres Avenue,
$745,000.

John and Karin Heffron to Chris-
topher Edwards and Senada Pali,
670 Boulevard, $1,150,000.

Stephen W. and Catherine A.
O’Brien to Joanne Walsh, 319
Clifton Street, $550,000.

Craig and Judy Reynolds to
Giuseppe J. DiPietro and Lina
Ferraro, 300 Roanoke Road,
$800,000.

Alexander Stepanioul and Maria
Iarochenko to Mark A. and Heather
J. McMahill, 614 Kimball Avenue,
$650,000.

William Z. and Carol A. Zechman
to Martha Heinkel, 540 East Broad
Street, $733,000.

Vincent C. Mannino to Francesco
Pinelli and Francesca Pompei, 1060
Rahway Avenue, $525,000.

Single Jewish Friends
To Visit Pub and Grill
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, March 23, at
noon at the Fox and Hound Pub and
Grill, located at 250 Menlo Park
Drive (inside Menlo Park Mall fac-
ing Route 1) in Edison. The cost is
$3 plus the price of a meal off the
menu and tip. Interested persons are
asked to respond by calling Roberta
at (908) 668-8450.

CLASSIFIEDS

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 

318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 

Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  

NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude pray
for us and all who invoke your aid.
Publication must be promised.
This novena has never been known
to fail.  K.P.

– Obituaries – Doris P. Rodgers, 89, Was Parishioner;
Worked For Westfield School System

Doris P. Rodgers, 89, of Roanoke,
Va. passed away on Sunday, March
9, 2008.

“Dody” was born in Newark, N.J.
and lived most of her life in Westfield
before moving to Roanoke in 1980.

Mrs. Rodgers had been employed
by the Westfield school system for
15 years prior to her retirement, and
was a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield for many years.

She was preceded in death by her
beloved husband, William; her par-
ents, C. Arthur and Carolyn E.
Parrington, and her brother, A. Bur-
ton Parrington, and his wife, Phyllis.

Left to cherish her memory are her
son, William Rodgers, and his wife,
Sally, and daughter Claire Blake and
her husband, Jerry, all of Roanoke;
daughter Joyce Rodgers of
Westminster West, Vt.; grandchil-
dren Amy Van Dorp and her hus-
band, Buddy, Susan Aylor and her
husband, Wes, Wendy Blake and her
fiancé, Matthew Olichwier, and
Michael Blake and his wife, Heather,
and great-grandchildren Will, Katie
and Lanie Van Dorp, Allyson and
Mary Lynn Aylor and Jonathan and
Megan Blake.

A memorial service was held in
Roanoke on Monday, March 17, at

the Covenant Presbyterian Church,
following interment with her beloved
husband, Will.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Covenant Presbyterian Church
Memorial Fund, 1831 Deyerle Road,
Roanoke, Va. 24018.

March 20, 2008

George C. Putnam, 95, Colby Alumnus;
Enjoyed Family, Cribbage and Music

George Charles Putnam, beloved
family man, wily cribbage player, clas-
sical music aficionado and witty sto-
ryteller, passed away on Sunday, March
9, in Naples, Fla. after a short illness.

A resident of Hallowell, Me.,
George had traveled to Florida on
vacation. He passed away surrounded
by family and friends,
with the music of J.S.
Bach playing in the
background. He was 95.

The son of Alice
Dempsey Putnam and
James Russell Putnam,
George was born Janu-
ary 28, 1913 in Water-
bury, Conn. He gradu-
ated from Colby Col-
lege in 1934. At Colby,
George played center on
the varsity football team
and was a member of
Kappa Delta Rho fraternity. He re-
ceived his master’s degree in chemi-
cal engineering from MIT in 1936.

George had a successful career in
oil refinery design while living in
Westfield. He and his wife then oper-
ated the summer resort Alden Camps
in Oakland, Me. for almost 40 years. A
gracious host and a favorite of guests
and staff alike, he was infamous for
telling his “worm joke” to vacationers
during weekly lobster bakes.

George met the love of his life,
Vesta Louisa Alden, while they were
both students at Colby College. They
were married on October 9, 1937 in
Westfield and raised five children.

George and Vesta were travel com-
panions and sweethearts for over 70
years. They were always up for a
competitive game of cribbage, an
adventure across the globe or split-
ting a delicious dessert. The couple
spent over 35 winters in Hawaii visit-
ing family, walking the beach and
enjoying life together.

A lifelong lover of music, George

played the trumpet while growing up
and later the French horn. He also had
a passion for collecting clocks and
antiques, wearing Hawaiian print
shirts and attending concerts.

George was active in the Colby
Alumni Association, the Rotary Club
and on the board of the Coburn Clas-

sical Institute. He was an
enthusiastic supporter of
Colby College.

George is survived by his
wife, Vesta; four daughters
and sons-in-law, Elizabeth
and her husband, Jon
Hinebauch, of Colorado,
Priscilla and her husband,
Steven Minkel, of Virginia,
Dr. Deborah Putnam and
her husband, Robert
Laguens, of Hawaii, and
Carol Putnam and her hus-
band, Peter Akraboff, of

California, and a son, Dr. James
Putnam, and his wife, Michele, of
Maine.

Adored by his 12 grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren, George
was known for his huge hugs and
entertaining bedtime stories.

George was predeceased by his
older sister, Mabel.

A celebration of life will be held in
Colby College’s Lorimer Chapel at a
future date. Memorial donations in
honor of George Putnam may be made
to the Music At Colby program or the
Colby College football team, in care
of Colby College, 4345 Mayflower
Hill, Waterville, Me. 04901 and the
Pierre Monteux Memorial Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 457, Hancock, Me.
04640.

George loved life, his family and a
good, steaming plate of lobster. Those
wishing to send tributes may do so at
mem.com. Arrangements are under
the direction of the Redington Fu-
neral Home in Waterville, Me.
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George C. Putnam

Margaret McGroarty, Loved Her Family;
Active With St. Paul’s and Local Groups
Margaret Kinney McGroarty was

called to the Lord’s side on the
evening of Saturday, March 15, 2008.
She succumbed unexpectedly but
peacefully to a previously undetec-
ted circulatory condition in her re-
cently adopted home of Rockford,
Ill.

She will be mourned by Joseph,
her husband of 61 years; her surviv-
ing sons, J. Stanton of Rockford and
Mark of Oklahoma City and their
wives; her sister and brother-in-law,
Virginia and Bruce Dunnan of Read-
ing, Pa.; her sister-in-law, Kathryn
Kinney of Westfield; five grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchildren, and
many loving nieces and nephews and
their spouses and children.

She was preceded in death in 2005
by John, their second-born son.

Educated at St. Margaret’s Acad-
emy and Allegheny and Oberlin Col-
leges, Peg embodied the
hardworking, stay-at-home mom.
She was a mainstay in the St. Paul’s
Church Altar Guild, Bible study
groups and as a Sunday school
teacher, was active in Kappa Alpha
Theta Sorority, the Westfield Musi-
cal Club, the Mountainside Garden

Club, her sons’ varied scouting,
musical, athletic and social activi-
ties, and was tireless in her efforts to
make every occasion a special one
for anyone in her extended family.

Her fame as a cake and cookie
baker and gift-giver reached far and
wide, and she was a faithful corre-
spondent with family and with
friends old and new. Heaven has a
very special new angel today. All
knew her as a wonderful lady; she
will be long and sorely missed.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Thursday, April 3, 2008,
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend An-
drew Hamersley officiating. Please
send memorial gifts to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

March 20, 2008

Lucille Sand
Lucille Sand (Albert) of Westfield

died on Wednesday, March 12, at the
New England Sinai Hospital in
Stoughton, Mass.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., she had
lived in Fanwood before moving to
Westfield in 1968.

Mrs. Sand had been an elementary
school teacher and reading special-
ist for many years.

She received her Bachelor of Arts
degree from City College of New
York and her Master of Arts degree
in Reading from Kean College.

Mrs. Sand was a member of
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.

Her husband, Louis Sand, prede-
ceased her in 2001.

Surviving are her son, Peter Sand;
daughters Thea, Paula, Candice, Amy
Sand and Sandi Singer, and five
grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted
on Friday, March 14, at Temple
Emanu-El. Interment took place at
Bnai Abraham Memorial Park in
Union.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

March 20, 2008

Eileen ‘Mike’ Farley

Eileen ‘Mike’ Gray Farley, 86, Was
First President of Library Friends

Eileen “Mike” Gray Farley passed
away peacefully at her home in
Westfield on Monday, March 10, at
age 86.

Born Eileen G. Gray in Guelph,
Ontario, Canada on May 28, 1921,
she was the daughter of Ellen Jane
Stacey, originally of
Bridge North in En-
gland, and Burt Gray of
Birmingham, England.
Her parents emigrated
to Canada from England
in 1910.

As an eight-year-old
girl, Mike won first
prize in an Ontario-wide
contest for her perfor-
mance on the violin. In
1939, she won a full
four-year scholarship to
McMaster University,
which was to change the
course of her life.

Mike was awarded the D.E. Th-
ompson Scholarship based on three
essays that she wrote in English,
French and Latin. At McMaster, Mike
was elected Head Girl as a senior, and
she sang in several Gilbert and
Sullivan productions. She graduated
from McMaster in June 1943 with a
major in English and French. Mike
then won a scholarship to Radcliffe
College in its program for Women in
Business Administration.

While attending Radcliffe, Mike
met her husband, John Farley of
Memphis, Tenn., who was then a
student at MIT. One of her friends
gave a party, and Mike thought it
would be fun to meet a man with a
Southern accent. She married John
in 1945 in Welland, Ontario. John
pursued a successful career as a
patent attorney for the firm Fish and
Neave in Manhattan.

From Cambridge, Mass., Mike and
John Farley moved first to Brooklyn,
N.Y., then to Stuyvesantown, Man-
hattan, then in 1950 to Chatham, N.J.
and finally in 1958 to Westfield, N.J.
Mike and John were happily married
for 46 years, and had eight children in
13 years: John (born 1948), Katherine
(born 1949), Robert (born 1951), Joel
(born 1953), Stacey (born 1955),
Thomas (born 1956), Stephen (born
1959) and Calvin (born 1961).

Mike was the founder and first
president (1972-1974) of the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library.
In 1993, she received the Kenneth S.

Gaston Award, an award given annu-
ally to a town resident for outstand-
ing service to the library. She was a
member of the College Woman’s
Club and played golf at Echo Lake
Country Club, where one year she
was runner-up in the women’s club

championship. In addi-
tion, Mike was the first
head of volunteers at
the First United Meth-
odist Church in
Westfield.

A prodigious and
passionate seamstress,
Mike tailored all of her
own clothes and those
of her two daughters.
In the 1980s, she re-
corded a pilot program
on sewing for New Jer-
sey Television entitled
“The Secrets of Style.”

She was a consultant for Stretch and
Sew in Millburn, a marketing repre-
sentative for Surefit Patterns and she
also taught various tailoring and sew-
ing classes. She made costumes for
the Light Opera of Manhattan in
New York and The Shaker Singers
that toured Europe in 1994.

Mike will be remembered for her
independent thinking, her passion for
the English language, her unwaver-
ing love of her family and friends
near and far, her wit and gusto for life.

Mike was predeceased by her hus-
band, John, in 1990, and her son,
Robert, in 1991.

She will be deeply missed by her
children, John, Katherine, Joel, Stacey,
Thomas, Stephen and Calvin, their
spouses, Linda Farley, Jerry Speyer,
Peter Davoren, Alice Farley, Suzanne
Worden and Chris Farley, and 19 grand-
children, Amy and Sarah Farley, Laura
Speyer, Micah Jo, Luke and Thomas
Davoren, Emily, Joanna, Helen and
Rebecca Farley, Grace, Jack and Oliver
Farley and Virginia, Abigail, Wesley,
Eliza, Ann and Gray Farley.

A memorial service for Mike Farley
will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 29, at the First United Meth-
odist Church at One East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Westfield College
Woman’s Club to establish the Eileen
G. Farley Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box
2694, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Ethel Mae Perkins, 86
Ethel Mae Perkins, 86, died on

Saturday, March 15, at her home in
Scotch Plains.

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she had
lived there before moving to Scotch
Plains many years ago.

Mrs. Perkins had been employed
as an accounting clerk with the Penn-
sylvania Railroad for many years prior
to retiring. She also was a volunteer at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Benjamin Perkins, in 1982 and
by her brother, William Mullin, in
2001.

Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. For additional
information or to express condo-
lences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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CONTACT We Care Names
Two to Board of Trustees

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline serving central and northern
New Jersey, elected Jeffrey Feldman
of Westfield and Karen Yutsus of
Mountainside to its volunteer board
of trustees at the organization’s 33nd
Annual Meeting on March 13.

CONTACT We Care trains and su-
pervises volunteers to provide the
gift of listening to callers who are
lonely, depressed, stressed or suicidal.

A retired AT&T executive, Mr.
Feldman is now active in a variety of
volunteer efforts in Union County.
He is a State of New Jersey Advocate
for senior citizens and has worked as
an ombudsman at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights and an extended
care facility in Union.

He has served in various leadership
capacities for the Optimist Club of
Westfield, the Information Industry
Association and the Williams Col-
lege Advanced Management program.
Mr. Feldman holds degrees in indus-

trial engineering and business eco-
nomics.

Ms. Yutsus is director of Global
Marketing Support Services for
Schering-Plough Corporation in
Kenilworth. In her 31 years with
Schering, she has held positions in
every aspect of company operations.
She holds undergraduate degrees in
biology and French and a Master of
Business Administration degree in
Pharmaceutical Marketing from
Fairleigh Dickinson University. Ms.
Yutsus is a member of the Packaging
Professionals Industry Association
and the Optimist Club of Westfield.

“We are thrilled to welcome both
Jeffrey and Karen to CONTACT’s
board of trustees,” said David Owens
of Westfield, executive director. “They
each bring with them valuable lead-
ership skills and a true commitment
to making a positive difference in the
community.”

For information about volunteer-
ing with CONTACT We Care, call
(908) 301-1820.

READING ACROSS MOUNTAINSIDE…Four-year-olds at the Community
Presbyterian Nursery School of Mountainside celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by
listening to Dr. Seuss books read to them by Jeanne Wilhelms.

MAKING CONTACT…CONTACT We Care President Amy Green of Westfield,
far left, and Executive Director David Owens of Westfield, far right, welcome new
members Karen Yutsus of Mountainside and Jeffrey Feldman of Westfield to
CONTACT’S board of trustees.

Sale Through Saturday
To Aid Needy Animals
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption is holding
a 50 percent off sale on most items at
its thrift shop to celebrate its sixth
anniversary at its current location.

The sale will be held through Sat-
urday, March 29. Some exceptions
apply. The store is located at 1750
East Second Street in Scotch Plains
and is open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. every day except Sunday.

The Best Friend rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity have donated all items sold in
the shop for the benefit of homeless
animals. The rescue group is accept-
ing donations of new and slightly
used items, as well as donations of
dog and especially kitten/cat food for
their foster animals in need.

Volunteers are always needed in
the thrift shop. For more information,
call (732) 388-8930. To review pets
waiting for permanent homes, visit
bestfriend.petfinder.org.

Senior Advisory Committee
Announces Trip Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has revealed its schedule of
upcoming trips. Trips are available
to seniors due to the township subsi-
dizing the cost of transportation.

The first trip will be to the Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn on Sat-
urday, May 17, for a matinee per-
formance of Kiss Me Kate. Arrange-
ments are being made for those in-
terested to have supper together af-
ter the performance at Mezzogiorno
Ristorante on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The next trip will be on Wednes-
day, August 20, to the Culinary In-
stitute in Hyde Park, N.Y. Partici-
pants will be given a tour of the
school and watch future chefs learn-
ing culinary skills.

A trip to the United Nations on
Wednesday, September 10, will fea-
ture a tour of the landmark and a
buffet in the Delegates Dining Room.

The final trip planned is a visit
Tuesday, October 7, to the Thayer
Hotel in West Point, N.Y. This out-
ing will include lunch and a perfor-
mance of And the Angels Sing, a
production featuring the music of
the Big Band era.

Chaired by Laura Swidersky, the
committee also includes Jeanne But-
ler, Jean De Tore, Mary De Jesso,
Camille DiBella, Peggy Hoff, Elsie
Lestrange, Brigid Marinaro, Liz

Mangan, Jeanette Rotella and Marge
Van Duyne.

For further information, inter-
ested persons are asked to call the
Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 223.

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Library are seek-
ing donations for their semi-annual
book sale, to be held on Saturday,
April 5. The sale will include adult
and children’s books.

Sale hours on Saturday will be 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. “Bag Day” sales will be
held on Monday and Tuesday, April 7
and 8, when an entire bag of books
can be purchased for $5. Bag Day
hours will be 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Monday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day. Senior citizens will receive a 20
percent discount on Bag Day sales.

Donations will be accepted Satur-
day, March 29, through Thursday,
April 3. Area residents are welcome
to donate books in good condition,
DVDs and compact disks but no text-
books or encyclopedias.

All proceeds will support library
programs. The library is located on
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.
For more information, call (908) 233-
0115.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO: 666-2008
FIRST READING: 3/13/2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  bond ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 13th day of March, 2008, and that said
ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held
at its meeting room in the County Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 27th day of March, 2008,
at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at which time and place all persons who may be interested therein
will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public notices are customarily posted in the Administration
Building of the County, and a copy is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general public of
the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth,
New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES FOR THE YEAR 2008

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as follows:
1.  That the schedule of fees attached hereto are hereby adopted as the official fees for the use of all County Park Facilities.
2.  That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
3.  That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the required notice in the appropriate newspaper

of such introduction and of a public hearing on March 27, 2008 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

4.  That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board Office.

SUMMARY OF PARKS & RECREATION PROPOSED FEE INCREASES FOR 2008
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year

GOLF 2007 2008 PROPOSED
GREEN FEES: WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS
County $22.00 $24.00 $27.00 $29.00
Season $19.00 $24.00 $24.00 $26.00
Senior Citizens $14.00 $24.00 $16.00 $29.00
Youth $13.00 $24.00 $16.00 $26.00
Outing - County Organizations $33.00 N/A $55.00 $60.00
Outing - County Organizations with shot gun start $50.00 N/A $70.00 $75.00
Out of County: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $44.00 $48.00 $54.00 $58.00
Senior Citizens $28.00 $44.00 $32.00 $58.00
Youth $26.00 $34.00 $30.00 $52.00
Edison (only at ORGC with proof of residency) $23.00 $25.00 $28.00 $30.00
Senior citizen (out-of-county Receprocity Program) $22.00 N/A $27.00 N/A
Out -of-State $60.00 $100.00 $70.00 $110.00
Outing - Out-of- County Organizations N/A N/A $75.00 $80.00
Outing - Out-of-County Organizations with shot gun start N/A N/A $90.00 $95.00
WINTER RATES: (Green Fees Only) December 1 to March 31, Weekday Rates Apply at all times.
TWILIGHT GREENS FEES: W/D W/E WD W/E
Twilight start time changes with season; as early as noon in winter and as late as 4 pm from April to August
County $18.00 $19.00 $23.00 $24.00
Season $15.00 $17.00 $17.00 $22.00
Senior citizen $11.00 $18.00 $13.00 $22.00
Youth $10.00 $13.00 $12.00 $22.00
Reciprocity (weekdays only) $18.00 N/A $20.00 N/A
Out-Of-County $36.00 $38.00 $41.00 $43.00
Out-Of-County Senior $22.00 $36.00 $24.00 $38.00
Out-Of-County Youth $20.00 $26.00 $22.00 $28.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Locker rental * (season) $15.00 $20.00
High School practice $4.00 $6.00
High School match $27.00 $29.00
College match $50.00 $52.00
*    New Jersey sales tax included in price.
NOTE: Holiday rates apply from Good Friday to Columbus Day only.
PITCH & PUTT: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $5.50 $6.50 $6.50 $7.50
Senoirs w/I.D. $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.50
Youth (17 & under) $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.00
Groups (min. 12) $4.50 N/A $5.00 N/A
**    Organized groups of children utilizing the facility during school hours, shall be charged one-half the youth rate. (9AM-3PM,

weekdays)
WATCHUNG STABLES

HORSE BOARD: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
*Box Stall County resident $13.84 $415.00 $14.17 $425.00
*Box Stall Out-of-County $17.17 $515.00 $17.50 $525.00
*Tie Stall County resident $11.17 $335.00 $11.50 $345.00
*Tie Stall Out-of-County $12.83 $385.00 $13.17 $395.00

RESERVATION FEES:
ATHLETIC FIELDS: (per 3hrs/baseball & softball) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Adult $8/$800max $16/$1600max $12.00 $24.00
Lighted Baseball Field (Warinanco Park) @ 3 hrs $90.00 $180.00 $95.00 $195.00
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) @ 2 hrs $60.00 $120.00 $65.00 $130.00
Cricket Field - full day permit $30.00 $35.00
PERMITS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Beer Permits $30.00 $60.00 $35.00 $70.00
Use of Scout Camping Area for corporate event N/A N/A $150.00 $300.00
Group camping (scouts) per troop or den $25.00 $50.00 $30.00 $60.00

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
GOLF 2007 2008 PROPOSED

I.D. CARDS:
#1 County $40.00 $40.00
#2 Season $90.00 $90.00
#3 Senior Citizen - discount card $35.00 $35.00
#4 Youth $35.00 $35.00
#5 Edison Township (ORGC) $40.00 $40.00
Card replacement $5.00 $5.00
RESERVATION FEE:
Resident $2.00 /round $2.00 /round
Assoc. Member $3.00 /round $3.00 /round
Out/County $4.00 /round $4.00 /round
Failure to Modify(No Show) $5.00 /green fee $5.00 /green fee
GREEN FEES: WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS
County $22.00 $24.00 $27.00 $29.00
Season $19.00 $24.00 $24.00 $26.00
Senior Citizens $14.00 $24.00 $16.00 $29.00
Youth $13.00 $24.00 $16.00 $26.00
Outing(+$3.00 reservation fee/per person)* $33.00 N/A $55.00 $60.00
Outing with shot gun start($26.00 cart fee)* $50.00 N/A $70.00 $75.00
*2008 fees include reservation fee and cart/per person
OUT-OF-COUNTY: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $44.00 $48.00 $54.00 $58.00
Senior Citizens $28.00 $44.00 $32.00 $58.00
Youth $26.00 $34.00 $30.00 $52.00
Edison (only at ORGC with proof of residency) $23.00 $25.00 $28.00 $30.00
Senior citizen (out-of-county Receprocity Program) $22.00 N/A $27.00 N/A
Outing includes cart & reservation fee/per person N/A N/A $75.00 $80.00
Outing with shot gun start, cart & reservation fee/per person N/A N/A $90.00 $95.00
OUT-OF-STATE: $60.00 $100.00 $70.00 $110.00
WINTER RATES: (Green Fees Only)
(Dec. 1 to Mar. 31) WEEKDAY RATES APPLY AT ALL TIMES
GOLF LESSONS:
Per half hour $35.00 $35.00
Book (six 1/2 hours) $180.00 $180.00
Group (4 or more) $25/per/hr. $25/per/hr.
Rental of Clubs $15.00 $15.00
Lost or broken club (per club) 10/club 10/club
Playing lessons (9 hole, green fees additional) $90.00 $90.00
TWILIGHT GREENS FEES: W/D W/E WD W/E
Twilight start time changes with season; as early as noon in winter and as late as 4 pm from April to August
County $18.00 $19.00 $23.00 $24.00
Season $15.00 $17.00 $17.00 $22.00
Senior citizen $11.00 $18.00 $13.00 $22.00
Youth $10.00 $13.00 $12.00 $22.00
Reciprocity (weekdays only) $18.00 N/A $20.00 N/A
Out-Of-County $36.00 $38.00 $41.00 $43.00
Out-Of-County Senior $22.00 $36.00 $24.00 $38.00
Out-Of-County Youth $20.00 $26.00 $22.00 $28.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Golf Camp (16 hours per camper) $150.00 $150.00
Hand cart * $4.00 $4.00
Locker rental * (season) $15.00 $20.00
Golf cars - 9 holes * $17.00 $17.00
Golf cars - 18 holes * $29.00 $29.00
High School practice $4.00 $6.00
High School match $27.00 $29.00
College match $50.00 $52.00
*    New Jersey sales tax included in price.
NOTE: Holiday rates apply from Good Friday to Columbus Day only.
PITCH & PUTT: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $5.50 $6.50 $6.50 $7.50
Senoirs w/I.D. $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.50
Youth (17 & under) $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.00
Groups (min. 12) $4.50 N/A $5.00 N/A
Lost or broken club $10/club $10/club $10/club $10/club
Lost ball $1.00 $1.00 $1.00 $1.00
**    Organized groups of children utilizing the facility during school hours, shall be charged one-half the youth rate. (9AM-3PM,

weekdays)

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
WARINANCO SKATING CENTER 2007 2008 PROPOSED

GENERAL SESSION ADMISSIONS:
Adults $5.00 $5.00
Youth (17 & under) $4.00 $4.00
Seniors (62 & over w/I.D.) $4.25 $4.25
DISCOUNT CARDS:  (Union County Residents Only): 30 visits/10 visits 30 visits/10 visits
Adults $115.00 $40.00 $115.00 $40.00
Youth/Senoirs $85.00 $30.00 $85.00 $30.00
SPECIAL GROUP DISCOUNTS: (20 person Min.)
Adults $4.00 $4.00
Youth/Seniors $3.00 $3.00
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:
GROUP LESSONS: (1/2 hr with Pro - Max 12 people)
Adult/Advanced - 6 - Lessons $70.00 +Admission $70.00 + Admission
Youth - 6 - Lessons $65.00 + Admission $65.00 + Admission
Hockey clinic (6, 1 hour sessions, youth only) $95.00 $95.00
PRIVATE LESSONS:
30 minute w/instructor $40.00 + Admission $40.00 + Admission
15 minute w/instructor $20.00 + Admission $20.00 + Admission
1 hour w/instructor Not to exceed $80.00 Not to exceed $80.00
RESERVED ICE TIME: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Ice Time - Per 1 hour $225.00 $275.00 $225.00 $275.00
School Hockey Program - Per 1 hour (5AM to 9AM weekdays only) $70.00 $75.00 $70.00 $75.00
Floortime/non-skating - Per 1 hour (No Ice, summer months only) $100.00  $100.00
SPECIAL CHARGE:
Skate rental $3 00 $3.00
Hockey skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5 00 *$5.25
Goalie skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5.50 *$5 75
Figure skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5.50 *$5.75
On the spot sharpening (extra/pair) $0.75 $1.00
Lockers (daily) $0.50 $0.50
Lunch Time Hockey (1PM to 3PM) Goalies no charge $7.00 $7.00

SPECTATORS FOR HOCKEY GAMES AND TOURNAMENT:
Adults (18 yrs. & older) $3.00 $3.00
Youth (17 yrs. & under) $2.00 $2.00
SCHOOL RROGRAMS:  General session from 9AM to 3PM, school  days only
Admission $1.00 $1.00
Skate rental $1.00 $1.00
* New Jersey sales tax included in price.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
SWIMMING 2007 2008 PROPOSED

DAILY ADMISSIONS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Adults $5.00 $10.00 $5.00 $10.00
Youth (17 & under) $4.00 $8.00 $4.00 $8.00
Seniors (62 & over w/I.D.) $4.00 $8.00 $4.00 $8.00
Day Camps $3.00 N/A $3.00 N/A
FAMILY DISCOUNT CARDS: (Not a swim plan - Open to the first 200 families
Early registration available at Administration Building Only.) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Suggested dates May 15 - June 15 $210.00 N/A $210.00 N/A
INDIVIDUAL DISCOUNT CARDS: Based on 10 visit or 30 visit County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Senior/child 10 visit $30.00 $40.00 $30.00 $40.00
Adult 10 visit $40.00 $40.00 $40.00 $40.00
Senior/child 30 visit $85.00 $40.00 $85.00 $40.00
Adult 30 visit $115.00 $170.00 $115.00 $170.00
INSTRUCTIONS: (+ Pool Admission)
Group Lessons (12 @ 30 minutes) $65.00 /person $65.00 /person
Private (1/2 hour) $35.00 /person $35.00 /person
Red Cross Lifesaving (CPR & First Aid) $225.00 /person $225.00 /person
Red Cross Lifesaving Refresher Course $50.00 /person $50.00 /person
Lockers * $0.25 $0.25
Lost Locker Key fee *$3.00 *$3.00
* New Jersey sales tax included in price.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
TRAILSIDE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER 2007 2008 PROPOSED

GROUP PROGRAMS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Pre-first grade, ages 3-6 45 minutes (Up to 12) $35.00 $45.00 $35.00 $45.00
School & Community 60 minutes (Up to 25) $50.00 $60.00 $50.00 $60.00
* In 2007,  schools no charge - Freeholder initiative
Youth Groups - Grades 1 & up 90 minutes (up to 25) $60.00 $70.00 $60.00 $70.00

2 hours $85.00 $95.00 $85.00 $95.00
Birthday Parties - Ages 5 and up 45 minutes (up to 14) $60.00 $70.00 $60.00 $70.00
Birthday Party Room Rental 30 minutes $40.00 $50.00 $40.00 $50.00
Scouts *2007 program up to 60 minutes 60 minutes (up to 14) $30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $30.00
Adults *2007 program up to 60 minutes 60 minutes (up to 25) $50.00 $60.00 $50.00 $60.00
OFF-SITE PROGRAMS: (Nov.1-Apr.1) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
1. Classroom programs or TREE van visit - Union County & towns
within a 10 mile radius   60 minutes (*2007 increase of 15 minutes) $75.00 $100.00 $75.00 $100.00
Grades 1 and up only - limited availability!
2. Assembly programs - Union County & towns within a 10 mile radius
 - Up to 200 people -- 45 minutes (*2007 Increase of 15 minutes) $175.00 $200.00 $175.00 $200.00
3. Adults Speaker Fee - Group 45-60 minutes, within a 25 mile radius $75.00 $100.00 $75.00 $100.00
CHILDRENS WORKSHOPS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Baby Makes 3 1 hour $8.00/family $10.00/family $8.00/family $10.00/family
Two of Us 1 hour $4.00/person $5.00/person $4.00/person $5.00/person
Small Fry Days 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Afterschool Explorations 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Afterschool Skywatchers 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Trailside Explorers 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
ROOM AND OTHER RENTALS: Auditorium Auditorium
Corporations & Profit-making groups 1 hour up to 230 $80.00 $110.00 $80.00 $110.00
Non-profit groups 1 hour up to 230 $50.00 $80.00 $50.00 $80.00

Classroom Classroom
Corporations & Profit-making groups 1 hour $50.00 $80.00 $50.00 $80.00
Non-profit groups 1 hour $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
SUMMER PROGRAMS: fee is per person unless noted otherwise County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
The Two of us $8.00 $10.00 $8.00 $10.00
Preschool - camp
   combo camp program 10 hours up to 14/class $80.00 $100.00 $80.00 $100.00
   combo camp program w/Session E 12 hours up to 14/class $95.00 $125.00 $95.00 $125.00
*1-6 Grade camp - single 20 hours up to 14/class $120.00 $150.00 $120.00 $150.00
   combo camp program 35 hours up to 14/class $280.00 $350.00 $280.00 $350.00
3-Day Workshops - Fairies & Rockers $34.00 $42.00 $34.00 $42.00
Non-refundable camp registration fee built in to camp fees listed above $30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $30.00
Tuesday Family Evening Programs 1 hour up to 30 $6.00 $7.00 $6.00 $7.00
Friday Family programs 1 hour up to 30 $6.00 $7.00 $6.00 $7.00
Family Camp out 8+ hours up to 25 $20/person $25/person $20/person $25/person
*A fee will be added to sessions with van field trips and will be based on the cost of the trip
Bold - Indicates Increase in fee from previous year.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
WATCHUNG STABLES 2007 2008 PROPOSED

HORSEBACK RIDING: W/D W/E WD W/E
1 Hour Trail Ride County resident $21.00 $23.00 $21.00 $23.00
1 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $27.00 $29.00 $27.00 $29.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride County resident $13.00 $15.00 $13.00 $15.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $19.00 $21.00 $19.00 $21.00
Lead Line - Children under age 9 - must be County resident $11.00 $13.00 $11.00 $13.00
lead by a parent/guardian - 1/2hr. Out-of-County $17.00 $19.00 $17.00 $19.00
WINTER RATES: (Dec. 15 up to Mar. 1) W/D W/E WD W/E
1 Hour Trail Ride County resident $17.00 $19.00 $17.00 $19.00
1 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $23.00 $25.00 $23.00 $25.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride County resident $10.00 $12.00 $10.00 $12.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $16.00 $18.00 $16.00 $18.00
Lead Line - Children under age 9 - must be County resident $10.00 $11.00 $10.00 $12.00
lead by a parent/guardian - 1/2hr. Out-of-County $16.00 $18.00 $16.00 $18.00
NOTE: Organized groups of school children utilizing the facility during school hours, 9am to 3pm - weekdays, shall be charged one-

half the County rate.
Also: Students who belong to the Stevens Institute of Technology Equestrian Club or learning to Ride Horses Class, shall be charged

one-half the County rate.
SUMMER RIDING CAMP: 4 day session - ages 8 ro 17 County Out-of-County County Out-of-County

$280.00 $340.00 $280.00 $340.00
WEEKLY HORSE RENTALS: 4 day session, 3 hrs/day, weekdays onlyCounty Out-of-County County Out-of-County

$200.00 $272.00 $200.00 $272.00
MOUNTED TROOPS: Spring & Fall County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Children’s Senior Troop (10 rides/season) $250.00 $310.00 $250.00 $310.00
Junior Troop (10 rides/season) $210.00 $270.00 $210.00 $270.00
Adult’s (8 rides/season) $210.00 $258.00 $210.00 $258.00
Summer Troop (per rides) $25.00 $31.00 $25.00 $31.00
TROOP HORSE SHOWS:
Per event $12.00 $12.00
Post entry $15.00 $15.00
Horse show number deposit (refundable when returned) $2.00 $2.00
PRIVATE INSTRUCTIONS:
45 MINUTES $25.00 $25.00
OUTSIDE INSTRUCTOR/TRAINER RING 1 hour $40.00 1 hour $40.00
RENTAL FEE (Insurance required available to Boarders Only) 1/2 hour $30.00 1/2 hour $30.00
HORSE BOARD: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
*Box Stall County resident $13.84 $415.00 $14.17 $425.00
*Box Stall Out-of-County $17.17 $515.00 $17.50 $525.00
*Tie Stall County resident $11.17 $335.00 $11.50 $345.00
*Tie Stall Out-of-County $12.83 $385.00 $13.17 $395.00
Box Stall Late Fee $40.00 $40.00
Tie Stall Late Fee $30.00 $30.00
HOLDING AN EMPTY STALL: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
Stalls may not be held longer than 4 months County resident $5.00 $150.00 $5.00 $150.00
without written permission of management Out-of-County $6.00 $180.00 $6.00 $180.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Turnout fee - per 1 hour $4.00 $4.00
Waiting List (Initial Application) $20.00 $20.00
Yearly Renewal $5.00 $5.00
Assembly Room rental fee (per hour) $40.00 $40.00
Horse Lovers Girl Scout Badge (one instructor 2 1/2 hrs/5 participants $50.00 $50.00
Winter Clinics (non-riding) $20.00 $20.00
* Subject to New Jersey Sales Tax. ** New Jersey Sales Rax Included.
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
MISCELLANEOUS 2007 2008 PROPOSED

PISTOL RANGE:
Range Fee 46.00 / hour $6.00 / hour
PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:
Crafts (per craft) $8.00 $8.00
Trailside $8.00 $8.00
Post Stroke (session) $20.00 $20.00
Barn Dance $10.00 $10.00
1st. Swing Golf Lessons (session $8.00 $8.00
Volleyball (session) $8.00 $8.00
Developmentally Disabled Golf Lessons $10.00 $10.00
Valentine’s Day & St. Patrick’s Day Dances $8.00 $8.00
Ice Skating Lessons $8.00 $8.00
Cooking Classes (per class) $8.00 $8.00

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
RESERVATION FEES: 2007 2008 PROPOSED

ATHLETIC FIELDS: (per 3 hrs/baseball & softball; 2 hrs/soccer) County Out/County County Out/County
Youth N/C $8/$800max. N/C $8/$800max.
Adult $8/$800max.$16/$1600max. $12/no max $24/no max
Lighted Baseball Field (Warinanco Park) for 3 hrs $90.00 $180.00 $95.00 $195.00
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) for 2 hrs $60.00 $120.00 $65.00 $130.00
Cricket Field $30.00 $35.00
League Clean-up bond (refundable) $400.00 $400.00
PERMITS: (daily rates) County Out/County County Out/County
Private boats (one time registration fee) $10.00 $20.00 $10.00 $20.00
Special Events (+ all field, picnic & other applicable fees) $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
Includes a $25 processing fee due at the time of application
Vendor Permit (non-County sponsored events) $50.00 $50.00
Beer permits $35.00 $70.00 $35.00 $70.00
Picnics  up to 99 people $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
                 100 to 199 people $55.00 $110.00 $55.00 $110.00
                 200 to 299 people $80.00 $160.00 $80.00 $160.00
   300 people or more is a special event - see fees above
Use of Scout Camping Area for corporate event N/A N/A $150.00 $300.00
Small Events, including: Walk-a-thons, Pet adoptions, Sunrise /
prayer services, Fishing Derbies, Easter Egg Hunts, $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
Parade Assembly area
WEDDINGS:
  Ceremony - no tent or tables $55.00 $90.00 $55.00 $90.00
   Ceremony &/ or reception with tents/tables, etc. $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
Group camping(scouts) per troop or den $25.00 $50.00 $30.00 $60.00
No charge for school children during school days.
*DAY CAMPS:
Non-profit organizations County Out/County County Out/County
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $75.00 $150.00 $75.00 $150.00
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
     Over 201 campers weekly fee $125.00 $250.00 $125.00 $250.00
Commercial Enterprises
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $35/day  $70/day $35/day  $70/day
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $45/day $90/day $45/day $90/day
 Over 201 campers weekly fee $55/day  $110/day $55/day $110/day
    Camp Clean-up Bond (refundable - applies to all camps) $50 week/$400 season max. $50 week/$400 season max.

Continued on Page 20
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Short but sweet, charming as well as
enchanting, director Bharat Nalluri’s
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is delec-
table proof that good things come in
small packages. However, big appe-
tites in search of bounteous romance
may find this cream puff of a love story
too petite. We’ve barely bit in and poof,
the whimsically airy tale is all gone.

Still, ‘tis tasty while it lasts, its suc-
cinct nature more a testament to the
filmmaker’s talent than a detraction.
And there are just the right smidgens of
seriousness injected to serve as ballast,
making for pungent counterpoint to the
sugary fluff. It’s London, 1939, the eve
of World War II, and governess
Guinevere Pettigrew is out of
work…again.

The poor soul, Frances McDormand’s
heretofore-hapless title character is
etched of equal parts afflatus and hero-
ine.

All she needs is the right challenge to
actualize her pent-up ability. Voila –
courtesy of Winifred Watson’s novel,
adapted for the screen by Simon
Beaufoy and David Magee and as real-
ized by Amy Adams – she is Delysia
Lafosse.

And gosh knows the would-be ac-
tress, at once satirically and affection-
ately depicted in girly-girl caricature,
is a challenge. No matter that the en-
tirely haphazard hiring of Miss
Pettigrew as social secretary is in large
part due to exactly why the capricious
dear needs her help. It’s a symbiotic
pairing to build some dreams on, or at
least a three-act comedy.

Which is how it plays, in lively but
conventional fashion. Telling probably
the first lie of her life, albeit it one of
omission, Miss Pettigrew lands on
Delysia’s swanky doorstep after over-
hearing about the job at the employ-
ment agency. The rationale is that they
weren’t about to recommend her for
another nanny gig. It’s fine with us.

Immediately swept into Delysia’s
many confidences, Miss Pettigrew is
soon among drama’s famous outsiders-
become-insiders…a Nick to her Gatsby.
As such, Guinevere is the sounding
board, the symbol of middle-class vir-
tue that Delysia so wishes to abandon.
But does she really? Call it the Holly
Golightly syndrome. Delysia isn’t her
real name.

The early humor comes via the edu-
cation of our soon morphed nanny, thrust
into the fast lane by her high-living
charge. Abashed, but able to keep her
balance well enough to dispense advice
as necessary, she learns of Delysia’s
three lovers: the producer’s son, the
nightclub owner whose apartment she
lives in and Michael, the promising
young pianist.

Of course, which one she’ll ultimately

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day:
It’s all a Matter of Time

pick will be decided within the next 24
hours, when all Delysia’s ambitions,
motivations, fears, doubts and torn emo-
tions will be displayed for our commis-
erative entertainment. And as it just so
happens, that’s just the time required
for the new social secretary to discover
her own long denied destiny.

A middle-age variation on the
Cinderella story, its greatest magic re-
sides in the hinted promise of redemp-
tion. Indeed, Guinevere is a mother
figure for the thoroughly modern
Delysia. Still, she can’t help but get
caught up in the tizzy of her employer’s
glamorous dilemma. The epiphanic
adventure isn’t lost on famed fashion
designer Joe.

Acted by Ciaran Hinds, this senior
member of Delysia’s milieu is of late a
bit disenchanted with the jaded life.
Rumor has it he’ll be giving the gate to
his significantly younger fiancée,
Edythe Dubarry (Shirley Henderson).
But not if the shameless social climber
has anything to say about it. Blackmail
and Miss Pettigrew figure in her de-
fense.

Meanwhile, club owner Nick (Mark
Strong), who’s provided a checkbook
for Delysia’s lifestyle and a stage where
she’s earned some note as a chanteuse,
has his agenda. The oily sugar daddy
isn’t keen to see his asset sell out to
stage producer Goldman’s idiot son
Phil (Tom Payne) or sail off into the
sunset with penniless pianist Michael
(Lee Pace).

All of this plotting and scheming is
done to the backdrop of the 1939 motif,
replete with swell sets, snappy swing
numbers and that unmistakable, wist-
ful fatalism that no self-respecting pre-
war depiction dares omit. But no matter
the future, Amy Adams’s bubbly social
butterfly never allows things to get too
maudlin.

The lighter end of the philosophi-
cally inspiring, one-two punch she and
Miss Pettigrew impart, Delysia is, we
imagine, what Rosalind Russell’s
Auntie Mame was like in her youth.
Save for some necessary soul-search-
ing when push comes to shove, her
delightful recklessness offers vicarious
liberation whilst prompting our em-
pathic cautioning.

And thus, amidst the Bacchanalian
carryings-on and ominous revelry of a
generation sandwiched between cata-
clysms, we are rendered cheerleaders.
Yet, while rooting for our favorites to
live happily ever after, we also find
ourselves wishing Miss Pettigrew could
stretch her entertaining renaissance to,
say, at least a day and a half.

* * *
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day, rated

PG-13, is a Focus Features release di-
rected by Bharat Nalluri and stars Frances
McDormand, Amy Adams and Ciaran
Hinds. Running time: 92 minutes.

Dugan’s Hooligans
Perform in Springfield
SPRINGFIELD – On Sunday,

March 30, at 2 p.m., the Springfield
Free Public Library will offer a free
concert.

Dugan’s Hooligans, a Celtic-Eclec-
tic ensemble, will perform. The mu-
sic, with his energetic fiddling, may
go from traditional Irish to a funky
bluegrass, a rag or even a Klezmer
dance.

The Springfield Free Public Li-
brary is located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue. For additional information, call
(973) 376-4930.

Photo by Jim Lowney/County of Union)
YOU’VE GOT TO HAVE ART…Union County Freeholder Nancy Ward, center,
listens as Kean University Professor of Art Education Gail Holy speaks with
Cranford High School freshman Sarah Armstrong about her artwork at the
Union County Teen Arts Festival on March 7 at Union County College in
Cranford.

HAUNTING CEREMONY…The Union County haunted hayride received the
New Jersey Recreation and Park Association (NJRPA) Excellence in Program-
ming Award in the Special Event catagory. The county received the award earlier
this month at the Awards Dinner Program during the NJRPA Annual Conference
at the Trump Taj Mahal in Atlantic City. Pictured, left to right, are: Daniel
Bernier, director of the Union County Division of Park Planning and Environ-
mental Services; William Zagorski, 10, of New Providence, one of the key
volunteers who staff the Haunted Hayride program; Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski; and Tim Hill, chairman of the NJRPA Awards Committee.

County Residents Compete
In Sweet Adelines Contest

COUNTY – Four Union County
residents will compete in Sweet
Adelines International’s (SAI) Greater
New York Region quartet contest, on
April 5, in Philadelphia, Pa.

The residents are members of SAI’s
2007 regional champion Hickory Tree
Chorus, which has its members in five
of this year’s 23 competing quartets.

Dolly Power of Elizabeth sings bass
with Moonstruck quartet, which will
compete this year with two new mem-
bers.

Molly May of Scotch Plains sings
lead with 24-Karat.

Another Scotch Plains resident,
Georgette Chrystal, sings baritone, and
Susan Schuman of Fanwood sings lead,
with Escape quartet, the regional cham-
pion quartet for the past three con-
secutive years.

Sweet Adelines International is a
worldwide organization of women
singers committed to advancing the
musical art form of barbershop har-
mony through education and perfor-
mance.

Hickory Tree Chorus hosts this
year’s regional contest as it prepares to
compete against SAI choruses from

around the world this November in
Honolulu, Hawaii.

In addition to the competition, the
chorus and quartets perform an annual
show and at local community, corpo-
rate and private events. The chorus
rehearses and welcomes guests on
Wednesdays, at 7:30 p.m., at 570 Cen-
tral Avenue in New Providence.

For more information, visit
hickorytreechorus.org or e-mail
info@hickorytreechorus.org.

Mothers’ Center Announces
Social-Open House Event

CRANFORD – The Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey will hold a
spring social and open house on Thurs-
day, March 27, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
The center is located in the Education
Building at the Trinity Episcopal

Church at North and Forest Avenues in
Cranford.

The Mothers’ Center offers women
the opportunity to meet other mothers,
share feelings and discuss challenges
that come with raising children.

Founded in 1978, the Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey offers dis-
cussion groups, craft groups, book
clubs, social events and playgroups.
On-site babysitting is available for
most daytime activities.

The center’s eight-week spring ses-
sion will begin on Monday, March
31. Among the featured activities will
be a knitting group for novices and
those wishing to improve their skills;
“A-Z,” a 90-minute session during
which mothers can do projects and
socialize, and “Mommy and Me
Crafts,” with activities for children
age 2½ to 5 years old. Babysitting
will be available for siblings. There
also will be a yoga program for all
levels including beginners, and a
morning and afternoon playgroup.

The Mothers’ Center of Central
New Jersey is a member of the Na-
tional Association of Mothers’ Cen-
ters. New members are welcome at
any time. For more information, call
(908) 561-1751 or visit
westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

VOTF Event to Explore
Gays’ Views of Church
WESTFIELD – Voice of the Faith-

ful-Union County will sponsor a talk
by Ed Edwards on “How Gay People
View the Church” on Thursday, April
3, at 7:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church.

Mr. Edwards entered the Servants
of Mary religious community in 1972
and was ordained to the priesthood
in 1983. He completed his theologi-
cal studies in 1981 at Catholic Theo-
logical Union in Chicago, Ill.

Following ordination, he worked in
a variety of settings, including parish
work, hospital ministry, high school
ministry, graduate education, chap-
lain to the Sisters of Mercy in Watchung
and, most recently, as pastor of St.
Joseph Church in North Plainfield.

He recently left the priesthood and
now practices as a private psycho-
therapist and works as a social worker
for New Bridge Services in Montville.

The mission of VOTF is to provide
a prayerful voice through which the
faithful can actively participate in
the governance and guidance of the
Catholic Church. Its goals are to
support victims of clergy sexual
abuse, to support priests of integrity
and to shape structural change within
the Catholic Church.

The First United Methodist Church
is located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield. For directions, access
f u m c w e s t f i e l d . o r g / a b o u t /
directions.htm.

CREATIVE FLAIR…Alison Monte of Scotch Plains, a senior at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, was recently awarded Honorable Mention for a
colored-pencil drawing she submitted to the duCret School of Art’s annual
competition for high school students. Alison is the daughter of Ralph and Barbara
Monte of Scotch Plains. A special reception was held at duCret for Alison and
other honored students on February 29.

Continued from Page 19
PORTABLE BANDWAGON AND STAGE: Portal to Portal-2 men unless noted otherwise. Not for Out-of-County use.
Rental fee* $ 95 hr./ $380 min. $ 95 hr./ $380 min.
Cancellation fee $65.00 $65.00
Add’l Stage Platforms (requires add’l. 2 workers)* $70hr. / $280min. $70hr. / $280min.
All Bandwagon/Stage Rentals subject to cost for police coverage if deemed necessary by the Union County Police.
*New in 2007, these rentals are subject to NJ State sales tax. All rentals are four hour minimum.
PRIVATE GROUP HAYRIDE RENTAL FEE:
In County use only -  Off site from May to Date availability, length of rental time and Date availability, length of rental time and
November only - Portal to Portal has 3 hour number of wagons are pre-determined, and number of wagons are pre-determined, and
minimum. based on the number of people in the group. based on the number of people in the group.

Prices are based on $2.75/person at the Prices are based on $2.75/person at the
maximum number of people per time period. maximum number of people per time period.

PARK & RECREATION SPEAKERS FEES:
20 - 45 minutes program $25.00 $25.00
Over 45 minutes program $40.00 $40.00
OPERATION ARCHEOLOGY: ($ per school district) $32.00/student/$6,000 max. $32.00/student/$6,000

max.
BOATING:  (Row boat and pedal boat rental) $8.00/hr. $8.00/hr.
   Oar Replacement $8.00 $8.00
   Paddle Replacement $10.00 $10.00
ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS PHOTOGRAPHY: (still or video)

1/2 Day Full Day Full Day + 1/2 Day Full Day Full Day +
Commercial Organizations (up to 4 hours) (5-8 hours) (8-12 hours) (up to 4 hours) (5-8 hours) (8-12 hours)
     1 - 12 person crews $250.00 $450.00 $650.00 $250.00 $450.00 $650.00
     13 - 50 person crews $450.00 $850.00 $1,050.00 $450.00 $850.00 $1,050.00
Educational / Public Service Announcement $50.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00
Student Production  No charge  No charge
Note: All photo shoots subject to costs for police coverage if deemed necessary by the Union County Ploice.
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year

1 T - 3/20/08, The Leader Fee: $989.91
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Watchung Art Center
Hosts S.C.-Based Singer

WESTFIELD – The Watchung
Arts Center continues the second
season of its brand-new concert se-
ries, ‘Powerful Women of Song,’ by
presenting South Carolina–based
singer/songwriter, Kristy Jackson,
on Saturday, April 5, at the Watchung
Arts Center, located at 18 Sterling
Road.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $16. Tickets can be purchased
online for this concert by going to
KristyJackson.eventbrite.com.

Ms. Jackson is an award-winning
songwriter and has enjoyed success
worldwide. Bands in Europe, Aus-
tralia and Maui, as well as artists at
Universal Records, MCA Records
and Giant Records, have recorded
her songs.

The song “Little Did She Know
(She’d Kissed A Hero)” thrust her in
the national spotlight when her tape
found its way to radio and quickly
became the most-requested song on
the largest radio stations in New York
right after 9/11.

She donated all of her songwriting
royalties, as a result of airplay, to
charity. To date, more than $26,000

has been raised for 9/11 charities.
The CD is available exclusively at

her website: kristyjackson.com or
littledidsheknow.com.

Ahrre Maros, owner of Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery in Westfield, and
host of the award-winning Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield, presents the Powerful
Women of Song Series.

For more information, call (908)
412-9105 or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com.

Hedgehog Announces
2008 Camp Schedules

One-Woman Show
Opens at Arts Center
CRANFORD – “Color Passages,”

a one-woman show by Theodosia A.G.
Tamborlane of Cranford, will be pre-
sented by the Watchung Arts Center
(WAC) from April 6 to 30, with an
opening reception on April 6 from 1
to 6 p.m.

The use of dynamic colors and the
expression of movement are hallmarks
of Ms. Tamborlane’s paintings. Her
colors express a spiritual contact with
nature. Her paintings explore how
everyone’s life is a unique and sig-
nificant journey during which a per-
son has many opportunities to be one
with nature and work for peace and
progress.

Ms. Tamborlane is the recent re-
cipient of Union County College’s
2007 Founder’s Day Award for her
abstract painting, “Birch Trees and
Beyond,” and February’s Members
Juried Art Show at WAC for her oil
painting “Autumn Collage.”

Over the last year, Ms. Tamborlane’s
paintings have been shown at many
places, including the Artist’s Framer
Gallery and the Tomusalo Gallery,
both of Cranford, the Cranford Li-
brary and the Union County Senior
Art Show.

Author and Speaker
To Address Retreat

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Women invite friends to join
them at the Fellowship Deaconry in
Liberty Corner on Saturday, March
29. Author, lecturer and spiritual di-
rector Joy Carol will  lead a retreat
entitled “The Fabric of Friendship.”

Ms. Carol will discuss the gifts that
healthy friendships can offer, present
research on the benefits of having

strong, authentic friendships and help
attendees examine the complexities
and challenges of women’s relation-
ships.

Ms. Carol is a volunteer with the
American Red Cross, Habitat for
Humanity and Central Park Conser-
vancy, and is trained in trauma and
grief counseling, hospice work, Reiki,
imagery and meditation. She holds
master’s degrees in spiritual director
and counseling psychology. Her recent
books include “Towers of Hope,” “Jour-
neys of Courage,” “Finding Courage”
and “The Fabric of Friendship”

Participants will meet in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church park-
ing lot at Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues at 9 a.m. and travel to Liberty
Corner for the all-day retreat that
starts at 10 a.m. The cost of this retreat
is $30 and reservations can be made
with Barbara Knapp in the church of-
fice by calling (908) 889-8891.

Joy Carol

Arts & Community News
More Arts Stories ~ 21, 22

WESTFIELD – Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company, a non-
profit after-school theatre program,
announced times and dates for its
ongoing programs and summer
camps.

Theatre Antics!! is a blend of the-
atre games and topics offered on
Wednesdays. The program is broken
down into two groups: kindergarten
to second graders and third to sixth
graders.

Classes begin April 23 and con-
tinue through May 28.

A new program, One Day Theatre
Workshops, will offer four differ-
ently themed classes. Each work-

shop will have separate sessions for
older and younger children.

Summer camp offers four one-
week, air-conditioned sessions dur-
ing the month of July. Morning ses-
sions are devoted to children enter-
ing kindergarten to third grades and
afternoon camps are for kids enter-
ing fourth to sixth grades.

Each week will feature a new mini-
play. Acting, directing, sets, props,
costumes, light and sound are also
incorporated.

The registration deadline for sum-
mer camp is May 16. All classes are
held at St. Paul’s Church, located at
414 East Broad Street.

For registration information, con-
tact hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com
or call (908) 578-0756.WSO Takes Part

In Eliz. Performance
WESTFIELD – Piotr Rubik, a Pol-

ish composer/conductor/ musician,
is performing at the Ritz Theatre and
Performing Arts Center in Elizabeth
on Saturday, April 5, and Sunday,
April 6.

In addition to the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s involvement,
more than 120 people will take part
in the event, including 65 musi-
cians, 54 choir members (from Po-
land and Chicago), three soloists
and one narrator, along with Mr.
Rubik.

“Tu es Petrus,” which means “You
are Peter,” will be dedicated to Pope
John Paul, 2nd.

The Saturday event takes place at 8
p.m. The Sunday concert will start at
5 p.m.

The center is located at 1148 East
Jersey Street.

Tickets, which cost either $110 or
$120, can be purchased by calling
(908) 352-7469 or (847) 303-0013.

VACNJ Hosts Photo
Conference in April

SUMMIT – Between April 4 and 6,
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) will host a photographic edu-
cational conference.

A weekend of workshops, speakers
and portfolio reviews, as well as a ven-
dor fair, is planned. Workshops pre-
sented at the conference will run the
gamut from camera and light funda-
mentals to fine-art printing and scan-
ning.

Lectures will be given by some of the
leading names in the industry, includ-
ing George Tice and Stephen Perloff.
Participants can choose the workshops,
speeches, panel discussions and port-
folio reviews of interest to them.

The cost to attend two workshops is
$45. To view the conference schedule,
workshop listings, instructor biogra-
phies and to register, visit
njphotoconference.com.

FENG SHUI COLLEGE…Suzy Minken (middle) served as the guest speaker at
the Union County College (UCC) Alumni Association on March 11. Ms. Minken
gave an overview of the key principles of the ancient Chinese science, Feng Shui,
and presented a “Feng Shui Check-Up” for the home. Also shown are Nancy Benz,
the UCC Alumni Association president, and Linda Moore, the UCC Foundation
executive director of development. Ms. Minken’s next appearance and lecture,
“Creating Harmony at Home,” will be held in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area on
April 29. For more information on Feng Shui, visit EveryDayIsFengShui.com.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 20, 2008 Page 21

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield
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www.thefarmhousestore.com

WF Workshop Returns,
Offers Some New Courses

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) returns
this summer with 27 new and tried-
and-true course selections.

The arts and crafts department will
offer Accessorize It, for grades 5 to 8.
In this new class, students will take
everyday items, like flip flops and
bags, and make them sparkle with
jewels.

In the commu-
nications depart-
ment, the work-
shop will offer a
class in Mock
Trial. With classes
for grades 4 to 6 or
6 to 8, Mock Trial
will show partici-
pants what it is like
inside a court-
room. Students
will learn about tri-
als as they prepare
a court case and
role-play the parts
of lawyers, wit-
nesses, judges and
jurors.

A new course in
the dance and
movement depart-
ment is volleyball, offered to students
in grades 5 to 8. Sports enthusiasts
will learn skills and drills in this clas-
sic sport.

A new Sports Math program, for
grades 6 to 8, will help students learn
practical math in a sports atmosphere.
They will do everything from tally-
ing bowling scores to calculating bat-

ting averages.
In the music department’s School

of Rock, experienced musicians in
grades 5 to 8 will learn rock songs,
work on solos and compose their own
songs as they perform with others.

Songs of Stage and Screen is a
vocal course for novice singers in
grades 3 to 5. They will learn simple

vocal skills and
performance tech-
niques as they sing
songs from their
favorite Broadway
shows and movies.

With stage di-
rection by Kenneth
Horn and musical
direction by Karen
Greenstein, the
Summer Stage
Theater will
present the funk
rock version of The
Wiz, a contempo-
rary musical based
on The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz. No
audition is neces-
sary to enroll in the
theatrical produc-
tion of this Tony

Award-winning show.
Held at Edison Intermediate School

on Rahway Avenue in Westfield, the
2008 WSW runs from Monday, June
30, until Thursday, July 31, from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

To request a copy of the WSW
brochure, call (908) 518-1551 or log
on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

CHANGING COURSE…Many new
course selections will join traditional
ones, such as this pre-school violin les-
son, at the 2008 Westfield Summer
Workshop this July.

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tiramisu is one of those things you
either love or hate. Most people seem to
love this coffee-soaked Italian dessert.
As a coffee lover, I find it hard to under-
stand the attraction.

I prefer a cup of a good, strong, freshly
brewed blend of well-selected beans from
South America and a delicious non-cof-
fee-flavored dessert to accompany that
cup of Joe.

Interestingly, one does not have to en-
joy coffee at all to use up precious calo-
ries on this caffeine-drenched confection.
It is evident how popular tiramisu has
become, as it is a staple on many
restaurant’s menus. Its history, however,
is somewhat fuzzy.

There is some evidence of the begin-
nings of a similar recipe found in a book
published in 1968.

The first actual recipe was printed in a
book published in 1983, “I Dolce del
Veneto” by Giovanni Capnist. It was prob-
ably around this time that America’s love
affair with this some-
times overly sweet
café-enhanced con-
coction began taking
off.

Tiramisu actually
means “pick-me-up”
in Italian, appropri-
ately named as it is
usually made by soak-
ing ladyfingers or
some other type of
cake in espresso or
strong coffee. Besides
coffee, tiramisu gen-
erally contains
mascarpone cheese, and it is generally
layered.

Since tiramisu has become such a well-
respected classic Italian dessert, I felt
motivated to go on a mission to develop a
recipe that was not only merely palatable
but one that was not mushy and was
actually appealing to palates like mine.

In order for the recipe to qualify, it
needed to contain the properties stated.
After many trials and many failed at-
tempts, here is the winner. It is moist but
not mushy. It is sweet but not too sweet.
The filling is creamy and smooth, and
there is a hint of coffee flavor without the
overkill. Enjoy!

THE PERFECT
TIRAMISU

*NOTE: While the cake is baking,
prepare the filling

INGREDIENTS
¾ cup butter
2 ¼ cups sugar
3 eggs
3 teaspoons vanilla
3 cups cake flour
2 ¼ teaspoons baking soda
¾ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder

1 ½ cups buttermilk
3 tablespoons instant coffee
1 tablespoon crème de cacao

FILLING
1 pound mascarpone cheese
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
2 tablespoons crème de cacao
1 tablespoon sugar

FROSTING
2 cups heavy cream
¼ cup confectioners’ sugar
2 tablespoons crème de cacao

Garnish:  Shaved chocolate

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

Butter and lightly flour three eight-inch
round cake pans. Cream the butter,
slowly beat in the sugar and beat until
light. Add the eggs and the vanilla,
mixing well. Mix the flour, baking soda,
salt and baking powder, add to the first
mixture and blend. Add the buttermilk

and beat until
smooth. Pour one-
third of the batter
into one pan. Stir
the instant coffee
and the crème de
cacao into the re-
maining batter;
pour the batter into
the remaining two
pans. Bake for 20
minutes. Remove
and let cool.

Filling
Combine the mascarpone cheese,

confectioners’ sugar, crème de cacao
and sugar in a mixing bowl. Using an
electric mixer, beat until smooth.
Cover with plastic wrap and refriger-
ate for 20 to 30 minutes.

Frosting
Beat the heavy cream, confection-

ers’ sugar and crème de cacao with an
electric mixer on medium-high speed
until stiff. Fold a half-cup of the fill-
ing mixture into the frosting and con-
tinue to mix until blended.

To assemble the cake:
Place one of the coffee-flavored

layers upside down on a plate and
spread half of the filling mixture on
top. Place the non-coffee-flavored
layer right side up and spread the
remaining filling on top. Place the
remaining layer on top and frost the
top and sides with the frosting. Gar-
nish with shaved chocolate

**Be careful not to overcook as
the cake may sink in the middle. If
this happens, fill in with the filling.

The Perfect Tiramisu...?

Photos by Susan M. Dougherty
ALL FUN AND GAMES…At the Teen Arts Festival, Deerfield eighth grader
Sean Hahner pauses dramatically while performing Games of Love, his original
monologue, while Jeannette Maraffi, a music teacher at Deerfield Elementary
School, looks on; NEW TECHNIQUES EXPLORED…Edison Intermediate
School eighth graders Kieran Cline and David Verchick avail themselves of the
Chinese Brush Painting Technique Seminar; FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT…One
of the most popular workshops at the Union County Teen Arts Festival was a
dance workshop, held in the Union County College gymnasium, which challenged
students to learn new dance routines.

Teen Arts Festival Celebrates
Talents Of Middle, High Schoolers

CRANFORD — The Cranford
campus of Union County College held
the annual Union County Teen Arts
Festival Celebration of the Arts on
March 6 and 7.

The event celebrated the talents of
the preteens and teens in the fields of
visual arts, media arts, literary arts,

dance, music and theatre through per-
formances, workshops and critiques.

Forty-seven schools in Union
County participated in the two-day
festival, and more than 50 profes-
sionals led the critiques and the work-
shops.

~Susan M. Dougherty

Tomasulo Gallery to Host
‘Amelia’s World’ Exhibition
CRANFORD – Through April 17,

Union County College’s Tomasulo
Gallery will host the photography
exhibition “Amelia’s World: Animal
Affinity” by New Jersey artist Robin
Schwartz.

This solo exhibition explores the
relationship of the
artist’s young
daughter, Amelia,
with her animal
companions. The
Aperture Founda-
tion will publish a
monograph of
“Amelia’s World,”
edited by Tim Bar-
ber of
t inyvices .com,
this fall.

The photographs create fables of
an allegorical and imaginary world.

Ms. Schwartz said she and Amelia
‘“…play out their eccentricities
where Amelia and animals not only
co-exist, but also have relationships.
Animals are not props in my photo-
graphs and are not ‘Photoshopped’
in. Our world is one where the line of
who is a person and who is an animal
overlaps, is blurred.”’

Ms. Schwartz, of Hoboken,

teaches photography at William
Paterson University in Wayne. She
earned a Master of Fine Arts degree
in Photography from Pratt Institute.
Her works are also available to view
on RobinSchwartz.net.

Ms. Schwartz’s photographs are
found in private
and public collec-
tions, including
the Museum of
Modern Art, the
Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art and
the Brooklyn Mu-
seum.

The opening re-
ception for
“Amelia’s World:

Animal Affinity” takes place on Fri-
day, March 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. in
the Tomasulo Gallery, on the first
floor of MacKay Library on the
college’s Cranford campus, located
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

The gallery remains open Mon-
day through Thursday from 1 to 4
p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Evening hours are Tuesday
through Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.
For more information, call (908) 709-
7155.
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – It’s easy to throw
superlatives around when a 1934
Cole Porter classic like Anything
Goes features a stage full of out-
standing teens who handle them-
selves equally well in singing, danc-
ing and acting.

The Westfield High School (WHS)
production thrilled the capacity-
filled auditorium last Saturday night
and rightly so.

From the first scene, staged as
New York’s Cloud Room Bar, to the
show’s setting — aboard the luxuri-
ous ocean-crossing ship, the S.S.
American cruise liner — it’s all
smooth sailing.

The storyline revolves around Wall
Street go-fer Billy Crocker (Peter
Surace), who – while trying to tend
to details for his seafaring boss,
Elisha Whitney (Billy Geltzeiler) –
finds himself crossing the Atlantic,
too, when the ship embarks.

Billy realizes that his secret love,
Hope Harcourt, (Sarah Szollar) is
aboard the ship with her mother,
Mrs. Evangeline Harcourt, (Ellen
Scariati) and, unfortunately for
Billy, her Englishman fiancé, Sir
Evelyn Oakleigh (Greg Nelson).
Billy, an eternal optimist, happily
stays aboard with the intention of
breaking up the nuptials and win-
ning Hope.

For added excitement, a second-
rate gangster dubbed “America’s
Public Enemy Number 13,”
Moonface Mullins (Max Lazar), slips
aboard disguised as a priest and
brings along his blonde moll Bonnie
(Mia Parfumi).

Brassy but beautiful evangelist-
turned-nightclub-singer Reno
Sweeney (Melanie Jackson) watches
the story unfold while chasing after
Sir Evelyn and assisting her friend,
Billy.

Despite this crazy plot, Darlene
White’s smart direction, Andrew
Monath’s musical precision and cho-
reographer Erica Cenci’s clever
dance moves tie the whole thing to-
gether to make the show float.

Melanie Jackson makes a perfect
Reno Sweeney, with her gorgeous,
powerful voice and dazzling good
looks. She is consistent in quality
from the lower notes of her vocal
range to the high ones.

In Melanie’s rendition of “I Get a
Kick Out of You,” “Friendship”,
“You’re the Top” and “Blow, Gabriel,
Blow,” she proves that as a singer,

Audiences ‘Get a Kick’
Out of WHS’ Anything Goes
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dancer and actor, she, too, is the top.
Hope Harcourt, played nicely by

Sarah Szollar, gets some of the less
flashy ballads like “Easy to Love,”
“Goodbye, Little Dream, Goodbye”
and the seductive “All through the
Night.” Sarah sparkles in “It’s De-
lovely,” which she performs easily
with Peter Surace (playing Billy), a
strong tenor who handles his role
well.

Ellen Scariati, in the supporting
role of haughty Mrs. Harcourt, com-
mands the stage each time she walks
on, with or without her hat. When
she wails, “Take me Back to Man-
hattan,” her acting choices and vocal
dexterity bring thunderous applause.

Comic relief is added, especially
with three outstanding male actors.
Billy Geltzeiler makes the most of
his character, the nearsighted, booze-
swilling Elisha Whitney.

Max Lazar’s Moonface Mullins
shines in “Friendship,” along with
Reno, and takes center stage in his
solo, “Be Like the Bluebird,” a riot-
ously funny number because Max
isn’t afraid to play it full out with
goofy moves and flapping wings.

Likewise, Greg Nelson’s Sir
Evelyn brings down the house with
his number, “The Gypsy in Me,”
which proves to be a quite a gymnas-
tic workout.

Greg deservedly gets one of the
biggest hands of the night by playing
his character with wonderfully over-
the-top mannerisms, a foppish Brit-
ish accent and exaggerated misun-
derstandings of American slang.

The audience loves Bonnie, too, a
gum-chewing, slang-slinging boy
magnet. Senior Mia Parfumi, all
decked out in silver, belts the song,
“Buddy, Beware,” warning the sail-
ors of her charms, which is evident
in that number, as well as “Let’s Step
Out.”

Comfortable yet clever choreog-
raphy by Erica Cenci allows for the
sailors, the angels and the leads to
waltz dreamily, tap fancifully and
sashay dashingly across the deck.

Music director/conductor Andrew
Monath knows the importance of a
rousing tempo for the Cole Porter
classics, and he maintains it through-
out. An accomplished orchestra of
seven instruments produces a grand
sound that suggests twice that num-
ber.

Director Darlene White has
worked with the marvelously tal-
ented cast and crew to produce a
show that’s “Easy to Love.”

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THEY’RE THE TOP...Westfield High School students, under the direction of
Darlene White, perform Cole Porter’s Anything Goes, a rollicking tale aboard the
S.S. American that features an unusual group of passengers and a comedic series
of happenings.

Seton Hall Presents
She Stoops to Conquer

SOUTH ORANGE – Seton Hall
University will present the play She
Stoops to Conquer at the South Or-
ange Performing Arts Center
(SOPAC), located behind the South
Orange Transit Station.

Set in the 18th century and written
by Oliver Goldsmith, the play fo-
cuses on a practical joke and a case of
mistaken identity.

Charles Marlow is a wealthy young
man who is shy around wealthy
women and prefers the company of
barmaids.

Marlow’s parents are forcing him
to consider a potential bride he has
never met, so he sets off to the
Hardcastle manor with his friend,
George Hastings, to meet her.

Along the way, the two meet Tony
Lumpkin, who realizes their identity
and plays a practical joke.

Lumpkin sends them to the
Hardcastle Manor, his parent’s house,
telling them it is an inn, setting the
scene for this comedy of errors.

The theatre-in-the-round student
cast, performed under the direction
of Professor Deirdre Yates, will put
on the performances, which take place
Friday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m.; Satur-
day, April 19, at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday,
April 20, at 2 p.m.; Friday, April 25,
at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, April 26, at
7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, April 27, at 2
p.m.

Tickets may be purchased through
the SOPAC ticket office by calling
(973) 313-2787.

Tickets cost $15. Senior citizens,
children and Seton Hall alumni pay
$12 and Seton Hall students (one
ticket per ID), faculty and staff pay
$8.

Celebrated Opera Singers
Propel Bach Masterpiece

By SAM JULIANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“With apologies to Leonardo da
Vinci, Bach’s ‘Mass in B Minor’ is the
greatest monument to Western Civili-
zation.”

—Nicholas Goluses, noted guitarist

WESTFIELD – Johan Sebastian
Bach’s penultimate masterwork, the
Mass in B Minor, was acclaimed by
the Swiss critic Hans-Georg Nageli,
in 1817, as the “greatest work of
music of all ages and of all peoples”
– an astonishing assertion at a time
when the works of Mozart had al-
ready become a permanent feature
of the musical landscape and when
Beethoven’s fame was at its zenith.

Earlier in the month, the esteemed
Oratorio Singers of Westfield, with
significant collaboration from a 31-
piece orchestra and the lead contri-
butions of world-famous singers,
gave the Mass a distinguished read-
ing, bringing together choral and
instrumental forces in the way Bach
intended the work when he com-
pleted it near the end of his life in the
late 1740s.

With the famed sponsorship of
Felix Mendelssohn, Bach became a
colossal force in classical music, and
works like the Mass and, the nearly
as superlative, St. Matthew’s Pas-
sion were subsequently looked on as
the most artistically magisterial as
any works in the form.

In the Mass, Bach created a com-
pendium of his most advanced writ-
ing, sometimes drawing upon ear-
lier works “of “Kapellmeisters” (mu-
sicians) of the city of Leipzig, where
he worked for 27 years, and intro-
ducing them into his work.

The Mass has always been a per-
plexing work for those who cannot
understand how a devout Lutheran,
like Bach, could have set a Catholic
mass to music. But in fact, the musi-
cal titan set it with more care than
any Catholic composers of his time.

It is clearly not usable for actual
worship in a church for it is simply
too long. If all sections were played,
a service could last three hours.

In any case, the cathartic emo-
tional effect of the Mass in B Minor
is that of a spiritual epiphany and the
highest essence of Christian spiritu-
ality ever conveyed in Western mu-
sic, hardly surprising since Bach was
the most spiritual of all composers.

The work is his magnum opus, in
much the same way that The Cre-
ation is Haydn’s centerpiece, and
Messiah is Handel’s signature; in
Bach’s case, his output is far more
prolific and sensational than either
of those two musical giants, making
the Mass one of many masterworks,

albeit a rather quintessential one.
While the orchestral level of the

work’s aural brilliance is well-cel-
ebrated and intended (and, as men-
tioned, the Westfield players were
more than up to the task of convey-
ing this musical dichotomy), it is
clear that Bach deliberately intended
to reign in the orchestral component
in favor of the vocal forces.

This ultimate expression of sacred
vocal music reaches its height in the
overwhelming last sections – pow-
erfully transcribed by the Westfield
and choral groups, and led by the
Conductor and Music Director Trent
Johnson – the deeply-moving
“Benedictus” and “Agnes Dei,”
where all elements combine to cre-
ate musical passages that seem al-
most telegraphed down from the
gates of heaven.

The Westfield singers held their
own in navigating the complex vocal
line of the Mass, which has often
been described as one of the most
difficult works to sing.

The Oratorio Singers of Westfield
has presented annual concerts for 29
years, including masterworks such
as Bach’s Magnificat, Verdi’s Re-
quiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah,
Handel’s Israel in Egypt, Haydn’s
Creation, Poulenc’s Gloria, Kodaly’s
Missa Brevis, and original works
such as Five Psalms, composed by
Mr. Johnson.

The afternoon’s two-hour Mass
recruited some world-famous sing-
ers, who have performed at New
York’s City Opera, the Academy of
Vocal Arts in Philadelphia, Carnegie
Hall and opera houses throughout
the United States and Canada.

The soprano, Rachel Rosales, pos-
sessing a wide-ranging voice of in-
trinsic beauty, enraptured the packed
audience in the ornate United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield.

However, she was nearly matched
by the tenor Scott McCoy, the mezzo-
soprano Patrizia Conte and charis-
matic bass-baritone Elem Eley. Each
singer complemented the orchestra
that earned the sustained and enthu-
siastic ovation at the work’s impas-
sioned finale.

The accomplished “Oratorio Or-
chestra” includes musicians playing
violins, violas, cellos, flutes, oboes,
bassoons, trumpets and timpani. The
acoustics in the recital-hall-styled
configuration of the church persua-
sively brought out their work.

The Oratorio Singers, under Mr.
Johnson’s deft guidance, gave pa-
rishioners and classical music afi-
cionados a most unforgettable Mass
in B Minor, one to stand up with any
professional venue in the metropoli-
tan area.
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UC Performing Arts Center
Hosts Grand Re-Opening

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC)
hosted its grand re-opening last Wednes-
day, following 20 months of renovation
and restoration of the historic Rahway
theater. The ceremony marks the
completion of a $6.2-million overhaul
of the 1,300-seat theater that began in
2006.

“This is a culmination of a tremen-
dous amount of work over a long
period of time by many, many people,”
Rahway Mayor James Kennedy said.

Union County acquired the theater
in 2006 for $1.3 million through the
county’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, then
subsequently restored the original
structure and improved its capabili-
ties.

The building’s entire plumbing and
electrical infrastructure was upgraded,
including the installation of a new Heat-
ing, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
(HVAC) system. The original structure

lacked air-conditioning, and as a result,
the theater was forced to close every
year from June until September due to
the heat.

Additionally, the theater’s dress-
ing rooms were remodeled, and new
dressing areas were added. The stage
was extended, and a new loading dock
was built to accommodate produc-
tion equipment. A new rehearsal room
and administrative offices were added
on the second floor, as well as a new
reception room on the first floor.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, chair-
woman of the Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, said she was pleased with the
outcome of the renovations.

“It really looks like a Broadway
theater,” Ms. Ward said. “It’s great to
have this in Rahway, New Jersey.”

Sandy Erwin, executive director of
the center, said that the renovations and
additions would increase the variety of

acts that the theater can accommodate.
“The possibilities for programming

are almost endless,” Ms. Erwin said.
“It’s going to be so much fun.”

Alliance’s Boys’ Life to Play UCPAC
RAHWAY – The Alliance Reper-

tory Theater Company continues its
season at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center in Rahway with
Howard Korder’s Boys’ Life.

Boys’ Life traces the misadventures
of three former college buddies seek-
ing to make their way in New York
City in the 1980s.

Told in a series of fast-paced,
sharply etched scenes, the play dis-
sects and anatomizes the male narcis-
sism and protracted adolescence af-

flicting its male characters.
All productions run Thursday

through Sunday. Evening perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. and Sundays at
2 p.m.

Tickets can be ordered from the
Union County Performing Arts
Center’s website, ucpac.org, by call-
ing the box office at (732) 499-8226
or going to njartstix.org.

The theater is located at 1601 Irv-
ing Street. Further information is also
available at alliancerep.org.

WF’s Azzara Demonstrates
Encaustic / Wax Painting

WESTFIELD – Students can reg-
ister now for the Encaustic Painting
Workshop, held at The Arts Guild of
Rahway on Saturday, March 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Westfield artist Francesca Azzara
will demonstrate the process of en-
caustic, or wax, painting in an in-
depth session, which will include an
introduction to a variety of tech-
niques that can be used with this
medium.

The workshop fee is $90, which
includes wax, a heat gun, pigments,
oil sticks and a heated palette. Stu-
dents are responsible for bringing in
some additional materials necessary
for the class.

This is a hands-on session in which
each student will complete one or

more artworks using the encaustic
medium.

Encaustic painting is an ancient
process first used in Greece and
Egypt. It involves using a “paint”
made from colored pigments mixed
with molten wax and fused with heat
on a durable, sturdy surface, such as
wood or masonite panels or museum
board.

This workshop will introduce stu-
dents to the many effects that can be
achieved, including collage, etching
into the wax surface, glazing and
pressing objects into the wax. The
pigment is applied with brushes and
many other traditional painting tools.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org or call (732)
381-7511.

SPFHS’s Urinetown Mixes Satire
And Parody For A Royal Flush

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The contem-
porary show Urinetown: the Musical,
set in the not-too-distant future, thumbs
its nose at ubiquitous, money-grub-
bing businessmen, unscrupulous pub-
lic officials and spoofs musical com-
edy conventions in the process.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) Director Ed Guinan
and Musical Director John Brzozowski,
who selected this allegorical lulu of a
show, have done it up royally.

Urinetown, as the droll narrator and
character Officer Lockstock (Justin
Berger) says, is a mythological place.
“It’s the central conceit of the show,”
he says to Little Sally, (Gailmarie
Sprague) who, in her childlike ca-
dence and adorable Betty Boop voice,
begs for money and questions the in-
justice in the world.

Because of a 20-year drought, people
have to “pay to take care of business,”
and if they are caught trying to relieve
themselves in the bushes, the police
will cart them off to Urinetown, an-
other name for six feet under.

Bobby Strong, (Vangelis
Dimopoulis) the show’s hero, along
with a line-toting Miss Penelope
Pennywise, (Katy Cockrell) runs one
of the local public facilities, Amenity 9.
Poor people queue up to “pay to pee.”

When Bobby Strong’s father (Matt
Ritsko) defiantly relieves himself on
the street because he can’t pay the fee,
Officers Lockstock and Barrel (Tim
Carroll) take him away to Urinetown.

Corrupt business mogul Caldwell
B. Cladwell (Zach Feldman) and dirty
politician Senator Fipp (Chris
Fortunato) are behind the law that
foists these toilet taxes on the poor.

Pristine daughter Hope Cladwell
(Samantha Grecco), fresh from final
exams at college, goes to her father
for a job at his Urine Good Company
(UGC), the “gleaming tower on the
hill.”

Like her namesake, the beautiful,
but sometimes unrealistic, Hope is
“conflicted” as she sees how daddy
runs UGC for his monetary benefit.

When heroine Hope meets Bobby
Strong on the way home from her first
day on the job, they instantly fall in
love (as in any good musical comedy
worth its salt) as she tells him to “Fol-
low Your Heart.”

More fee hikes for the use of the
bathrooms are the last straw, and re-
bellion foments among the poor. In a
true Les Misérables moment, Bobby
raises a crimson flag, waving it as the
poor masses fall in step to join his
coup. Then, they burst forth into Fid-
dler on the Roof-like circle dancing,
complete with tambourines.

Songs, one right after the other —
upbeat and, at times, sardonic — cas-
cade over the audience like Niagara’s
mighty water. Starting with Miss
Pennywise’s “Privilege to Pee,” the
songs are parodies of the typical songs
one finds in musicals.

Katy Cockrell’s character, Miss
Pennywise, deliciously drips with sar-
casm. A vivid blonde streak in her
waist-long hair suggests the classic
Glen Close meanie in 101 Dalmatians
or Frankenstein’s bride. At the climax
of Katy’s “Privilege” number, she nails
the high soprano notes spectacularly.

The very likeable Vangelis
Dimopoulis uses his golden voice to
his advantage in “Follow Your Heart,”
blending with the lovely soprano tones
of Samantha Grecco.

The song “Run, Freedom, Run” fea-
tures a superb a cappella four-part-
harmony segment, smack dab in the
middle of the show-stopping number.

The Gospel wailing and vocal range
of Samantha, in her portrayal of prim
and proper Hope, is a joyous surprise.

Zach Feldman, as Cladwell Senior,
delivers one of the most bizarrely funny
numbers, “Don’t be the Bunny,” staged
professionally by Gisa DiLorio. Zach’s
timing and sardonic manner translate
into the embodiment of the self-cen-
tered mogul whose philosophy crushes

all in his path.
In the number, the stiffly clothed

Cladwell workers offer their dancing
talents with abandon.

All of the ingenious choreography
by Ms. DiLorio is Broadway quality
in precision and execution. Especially
outstanding are “Cop Song,” complete
with the searching beams of flash-
lights, and “Snuff that Girl,” which
features the requisite finger snapping
and jazz moves of West Side Story.

Little Becky 2 Shoes (Kayla
McAlindin) and crazy Hot Blades
Harry (Jeremy Busch) shine in that

latter number.
The orchestra of eight pieces is small

but powerful under the careful direc-
tion of Durand Thomas, featuring
Musical Director Mr. Brzozowski on
piano.

The director, Mr. Guinan, has cast
the show well, giving the students the
freedom to develop their characters.
Justin Berger’s Lockstock and

Gailmarie Sprague’s Little Sally are
especially believable in their casual
repartee.

A marvelously dingy, rust-encrusted
two-tiered set, with six staging areas
complete with alcoves upstage and
downstage, serves the fable well. The
revolving stage magically transforms
the set from the public facility to the
interior of Urine Good Company.

Urinetown: the Musical is a show-
case of the talents of SPFHS’s teens,
who are supported by a cadre of parent
committees. Bravo for taking chances
with this edgy show.

Performers Can Audition
For Youth Orchestras

AREA – The Youth Orchestras of
Essex County (YOEC) will hold au-
ditions for the 2008-2009 season on
Monday, June 9, and Monday, June
16, for musicians in Grades 3 through
12. All are welcome, and YOEC in-
vites Westfield and Scotch Plains resi-

dents to attend.
To review audition requirements,

visit yoec.org. To schedule an audi-
tion, contact admin@yoec.org or call
(973) 378-7879. Scholarships are
available.

Rehearsals are held at South Or-
ange Middle School (SOMS), located
at 70 North Ridgewood Road, every
Monday from September through
May.  Overture Strings, Grades 3 to 5,
and Junior Symphony, Grades 6 to 8,
rehearses from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Essex
County Symphony Orchestra
(ECSO), Grades 9 to 12, holds re-
hearsals from 7 to 9 p.m.

The YOEC Chamber Program re-
hearses from January through April
on Mondays between 5:45 and 6:45
p.m.

The public is invited to hear YOEC’s
spring concert at SOMS on Sunday,
May 4, at 2 p.m. The concert is free
for anyone age 18 and younger. Adults
pay $5, which funds the scholarship
program.

In June 2009, the orchestra will
travel to Austria to perform in Vienna,
Salzburg and Innsbruck from June 26
to July 5. A bon voyage concert is
scheduled for June at South Orange
Performing Arts Center (SOPAC).

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REBEL WITH A CAUSE…Bobby Strong (Vangelis Dimopoulis) leads the poor
to rebel in Urinetown: the Musical, performed recently at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The avant-garde musical parodies the conventions of musical
comedy and serves as a takeoff on the blockbuster musical Les Misérables.

SP’s Parvin to Direct
G & S’s lolanthe

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Stony
Hill Players will present a fully staged
version of lolanthe, by Gilbert and
Sullivan (G&S), with a chamber or-
chestra, from April 4 to 13, at Oakes
Center, located at 120 Morris Avenue
in Summit.

Friday and Saturday evening per-
formances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday
matinees are at 3 p.m.

Veteran G&S Director Greg Parvin
of Scotch Plains returns to Stony Hill
Players to direct. David and Karen
Cantor of Berkeley Heights will per-
form as Lord Chancellor and Phyllis
(double-cast), respectively, and are
among the leading G&S interpreters.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for
children ages 18 and under. To make
reservations call (908) 665-1376 or e-
mail stonyhillplayers@yahoo.com For
directions and further information, visit
stonyhillplayers.org.

RAHWAY RENOVATION...A $6.2-million renovation of the Union County
Performing Arts Center is complete. The historic venue is the cornerstone of the
Rahway Arts District and key to the ongoing $100-million redevelopment of
downtown Rahway.

The center is part of a $100-million
revitalization project in Rahway’s
downtown, which will include an
open-air amphitheater, a luxury ho-
tel, condominiums and a new parking
structure, as well as additional retail,
residential and arts space.

Originally opened as the Rahway
Theater in 1928, as a venue for mov-
ies and Vaudeville acts, the theater
was acquired by Rahway Landmarks,
a non-profit organization, in the
1980s. This organization took steps
to renovate the building before the
county purchased it in 2006.

The center already has a number of
acts planned for the coming months,
including a performance by comedian
Joy Behar and an Elvis tribute contest,
in addition to a festival and concerts by
Neil Sedaka and Engelbert
Humperdink.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney / County of Union


