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Stop Oral Cancer
Before It Starts–
See Us For An
Oral Cancer
S c r e e n i n g

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Oral Screenings Save Lives

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Be Safe - Not Sorry
• Oral cancer is on the rise in America.

• Virtually everyone is at risk.

• One out of four people who develop oral 
cancer do not show the usual lifestyle risk 
factors such as smoking or socially 
transmitted disease.

Early Detection Works Best
• Our screening exam, done in the office,  

detects unhealthy cells years before they
can turn into cancer.

• The exam is simple, safe, accurate
and painless.

• The exam takes only 15 minutes.

• It is the prevention measure of choice
for dentists and their patients.

The 2008 Annual School Election:
Your Vote on April 15 is Essential

This spring, New Jersey voters will
have another opportunity to express their
viewpoint: the Annual School Election
on Tuesday, April 15. In more than 90
percent of New Jersey’s communities,
voters will select candidates to serve on
their local boards of education. In addi-
tion, they will have an opportunity —
available in only a handful of other states
— to vote “yes” or “no” on a proposed
school budget.

As president of the New Jersey School
Boards Association and a member of a
local board of education for almost 15
years, I am often asked about the impor-
tance of the election. Here are answers to
some frequently asked questions.

What is at stake?
Voters will choose more than 1,500

positions on the ballot statewide.
Voters will vote for or against a pro-

posed school operating budget (“base
budget”) for 2008-2009. If it passes, it is
adopted. If voters reject it, the municipal
governing body decides to leave it intact
or make cuts.

Some school districts may also ask
voters to act on additional ballot ques-
tions, requesting funds for specific pro-
grams or staff not included in the pro-
posed base budget. These additional bal-
lot questions must tell voters exactly what
program or position will be funded — for
example, playground repairs or hiring
reading aides in the elementary grades. A
recent state law requires that these “sec-
ond ballot questions” pass by a 60 percent
majority.

What is the role of the local school
board?

Boards of education are nonpartisan
bodies responsible for ensuring account-
ability, effectiveness and efficiency in
schools. Their members are not paid. The
board does not run the school district —
that’s the job of the superintendent. Rather,
the board works with the administration
to set district goals.

School boards annually evaluate their
superintendents, oversee the budget, ap-
prove curriculum and represent the pub-
lic in contract negotiations with labor
unions. Board members are part of a team
that fosters community engagement,
shapes education policy and creates the
framework for student achievement. The
board is the liaison between the commu-
nity and the school district. The board
communicates the needs of the schools to
the public, but it also represents the
community’s wishes for the local school
system.

What is the significance of the pro-
posed school district budget?

The school budget covers everything
from textbooks to teacher salaries, main-
tenance and transportation. On April 15,
voters will be asked to approve the amount
of local property taxes that will be used to
support the spending plan.

All voters have a stake in the outcome,
whether or not they have children in the
school system or are homeowners or rent-
ers. Not only does the school budget
affect property taxes, but strong local
schools enhance the quality of life in a
community and can make a town more
attractive to prospective homebuyers and
business investors. Most important, qual-
ity public schools provide children with
the opportunities they need to succeed
and to take their place as productive citi-
zens.

How do state laws and policies affect
the school budget?

On April 15, voters will actually cast
ballots on the amount of local property
taxes to be raised for school purposes.
However, state policies — especially state
aid to education — play a significant role
in shaping a school district’s budget and
the proposed school property tax levy.
When casting their ballots, voters need to
understand that the school budget isn’t
just the result of decisions made by their
local school board. The budget is strongly
influenced by state and federal funding
— and by state and federal requirements
to provide certain programs and services.

This past January, a new school fund-
ing formula was passed by the state Leg-
islature and signed by the governor. For
2008-2009, the state is guaranteeing a
minimum 2 percent increase in state fund-
ing for every district. Some school dis-
tricts, notably those with growing enroll-
ment and/or concentrations of low-in-
come students, may see state aid increases
up to 20 percent. Some districts will be
required to dedicate a large portion of
their school aid increases directly to re-
ductions in school property tax rates. In
addition, the method for distributing state
funding for special education was also
revised, with a larger share provided on a
wealth basis, among other changes.

Voters should also be aware that schools
are operating under restrictions that limit
the increase in the growth of the school
property tax levy to 4 percent a year.
Because of these restrictions, some dis-
tricts might find it necessary to propose
additional (“second ballot”) questions to
fund needed programs or simply to main-
tain existing levels of services.

How do I learn more about my school
board candidates and my district’s bud-
get?

Registered voters will receive a sample
ballot listing candidates, the district’s base
budget proposal and any additional ques-
tions that will be on the ballot. Residents
are encouraged to stay informed by read-
ing about proposed school budgets and
school board candidates in their local
newspapers, and through local voter fo-
rums or debates.

Your local school board must publish a
summary of the proposed budget in local
newspapers; the board also must hold a
public hearing on the matter.

Who may vote in the annual school
election?

All registered voters may participate in
the annual school election. If you are not
currently registered to vote in your mu-
nicipality and you wish to participate in
the school election, you must register
with your county’s board of elections or
county superintendent of elections by
Tuesday, March 25. Voter registration
information is available through the of-
fice of your municipal clerk and the office
of your county clerk.

When and where do I vote?
By law, polls must be open from 5 to 9

p.m. on April 15. However, most school
districts schedule additional voting hours.
For the exact polling hours and locations
in your community, contact your local
board of education or the office of your
county clerk, or refer to the sample ballot
you receive in the mail.

Kevin Ciak, President
New Jersey School Boards Assoc.

Editor’s Note: Kevin Ciak has served
as a member of the Sayreville Board of
Education for almost 15 years. This letter
was edited for brefity.

Volunteers Help Send
Boxes to U.S. Troops

SCOTCH PLAINS – On a snowy
Saturday in February, volunteers as-
sembled more than 520 boxes of treats
and toiletries to be sent to U.S. troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Supplies were donated through the
combined efforts of all PTA’s in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s (SP-F)
school district, working with Opera-
tion Shoebox NJ.

U.S. Postal Service flat-rate boxes
were filled with lip balm, eye drops,
granola bars, soap, deodorant, skin
lotion, powdered drink mixes, canned
fruit, gum, insect repellent and more.

Notes and greeting cards, written
and decorated by students from SP-F
public schools and Holy Trinity pre-
school in Westfield, were placed in
the packages.

Bountiful donations of these snacks
and toiletries were sorted on the snowy
Friday beforehand. On Saturday
morning, Operation Shoebox NJ

members supplied U.S. Postal Ser-
vice Flat Rate boxes. Donations of
checks, cash and online contributions
covered the $8.95 postage for each
box.

Student and parent volunteers, as
well as community members from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, spent
seven hours, between Friday and Sat-
urday, sorting and collating the dona-
tions in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) cafeteria. Approxi-
mately 100 volunteers packed more
than 520 boxes, which were handed
over to Operation Shoebox NJ for
delivery to the Postal Service.

Community members may also
continue making monetary donations
at the Operation Shoebox NJ website,
opshoeboxnj.org. This will support
the ongoing mission of sending pack-
ages to troops.

Earlier in February, servicemen
visited Park and Terrill Middle
Schools, explaining to students about
the need for such items as Operation
Shoebox NJ sends.

The packages are sent out to troops
on the front lines, isolated from
American “PX” supply centers.
Greetings from youth and adults state-
side particularly bolster morale.

For questions or further informa-
tion, contact SP-F PTA Council Presi-
dent Deb Brody at (908) 233-1323.

CARING MEETING...Coordinated by the PTA’s, Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District students and other community volunteers pack over 500 boxes of treats
and supplies for the U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

MVC Officers Online
Safer Driving Courses
TRENTON — Motor Vehicle Com-

mission (MVC) Chief Administrator
Sharon Harrington has announced that
the MVC has entered into partner-
ships with two groups that will offer
online defensive driving courses for
New Jersey drivers.

Major Boscia in Iraq, Serves
Country for 4th Generation
IRAQ — Major Joseph W. Boscia

of Westfield is one third of the way
through his 15-month assignment in
Iraq. He is serving as the Brigade
Engineer Officer in the Headquarters
of the Army’s 3rd Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault), stationed at a base at
Baghdad International Airport. He is
responsible for a variety of tasks,
including protection from, identifi-
cation and removal of IED’s (impro-
vised explosive devices).

JB, as Joe is known, is a 4th genera-
tion Army “GI Joe.” He follows his
great-grandfather Joe, who served in
the Pennsylvania National Guard for
many years, his grandfather Joe, who
served in the Army in World War II,
and his father Joe, who served as an
infantry captain in Vietnam.

Major Boscia was assigned to the
101st at Ft. Campbell, KY, prior to
moving with his brigade to Iraq. His
wife Nancy, and children Alexis and
Joseph “Will,” live in Clarkesville,
TN., next to the fort. Clarkesville was
made famous in the Monkees’ song,
“Last Train to Clarkesville,” after one
of the group was stationed there.

Major Boscia graduated from Holy
Trinity, St. Joseph’s in Metuchen and
the University of Dayton. He earned
his master’s of engineering manage-
ment from the University of Missouri
– Rolla. He previously served with

the 2nd Infantry Division in Korea,
the 1st Cavalry Division and the 82nd
Airborne Division. He completed 30
parachute jumps. He earned the
Ranger Tab, Sapper Tab, Air Assault
wings and Senior Parachutist wings.

His parents, Joe and Sue, reside in
Westfield.

THE BOSCIA’S...Four generations of service to the country are pictured above.
See the story below.

Recycling Set March 29
At UCC Cranford

CRANFORD – The County of Union
will sponsor a special recycling event on
Saturday, March 29, so Union County
residents can get rid of household special
waste and old automobile tires in an envi-
ronmentally safe manner. The collection
will take place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Union County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

All residents, not businesses, of the
county are eligible at no cost or pre-
registration. Drive to the site with waste
and workers will unload the vehicles.
There is a limit of eight automobile tires
(without rims) per household.

 Accepted waste includes oil-based
paint and varnish, antifreeze, aerosol cans,
pool chemicals, corrosives, pesticides,
herbicides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters, gaso-
line, batteries, thermostats, fluorescent
bulbs (unbroken), and mercury switches.

A list of materials that will be accepted
on March 29 is available at ucnj.org. The
waste collection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of residency is required. For more
information, call (908) 654-9889.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From one of the cooler parts of Victoria, this

Australian Shiraz isn’t one of those overblown
monsters that seem to dominate this price category.

There is power, but there is also elegance and length.

There are food friendly tones of blackberry, earth,
mulberry and white pepper.  It lingers forever on the

palate.  You can buy two and have one with your

Easter lamb and put one away for ten years.

Syan Shiraz Reserve  $49.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 03/26/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $29.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $58.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $30.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $30.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $19.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $19.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $21.99   750ml

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

Wines for Easter Dinner

From Austria’s great Wachau region, this property dates to 1002.  This is dry and
bright and filled with strawberry and cherry.  The good clean acid makes it perfect

for spring and a great pick with your Easter ham.

In the moderate price range there may not be a better wine maker in the Pfalz than
Kurt Darting.  Lovely tropical notes with hints of pineapple balanced by great

acidity.  Clean and snappy on the palate.

Oregon Pinot Noir has received a great deal of attention, and frankly a bit too much
money over the last few years.  Because of that we are delighted with this excellent

example at a reasonable price.  There are all kinds of cherry and raspberry fruit here and
it is complimented by anise, mocha and lavender.  This will work with lamb or ham.

85% Grenache, 9% Syrah and 6% Mouvedre, this is what Chateauneuf should
taste like.  Ignore the funny shaped bottles and get the black cherry, pepper and

earthy notes in this. There is a tang of sweet sage on the finish that suggests
lamb with a herb crust.

This isn’t one of those California chardonnays that need the botox of bad fake oak
aging to make it pretty.  All the apricot, pear, butterscotch and peach flavors have a

creamy texture.  This proves that weight on the palate doesn’t mean heavy.

This white mutation of pinot noir achieves its best results in eastern Austria.  It is
both complex and long on the palate.  Lots of grapefruit, orange and apple along

with a creamy texture from lees aging.  Great with ham and even better with lobster.

Not many folks have noticed that Croatia is emerging as an important, well priced,
wine country.  This should help change some minds.  Aged for 18 months in French

oak, this holds a cornucopia of flavors including cherry, coffee, tobacco, sage and
pomegranate.  Roasted meats and aged cheeses both work well here.

No grape has been more abused by the market place than pinot grigio.  It doesn’t
have to taste like the overpriced tap water that is so popular.  This has deep and
generous fruit, great mineral and acid components and a lingering finish.  More

expensive?  Yes.  But unlike the other one, this will improve with age.  Great wine.

Tegernseerhof Zweigelt Rose  $14.99

Darting Durkheimer Riesling Kabinett  $19.99

Foris Maple Ranch Pinot Noir  $29.99

Clos des Brusquieres Chat. Du Pape  $39.99

Chatom Vineyard Chardonnay  $14.99

Prieler Pinot Blanc  $25.99

Bibich Mantra Grenache  $24.99

Toros Collio Pinot Grigio  $38.99


