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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Baccate – Bearing berries
2. Nisus – An effort or endeavor
3. Lavolta – An old dance somewhat

resembling the waltz
4. Arachis – The common peanut

BRUMMAGEM
1. Anything cheap and gaudy such as

imitation jewelry
2. A medieval cannon on wheels
3. A nagging, scolding woman
4. Small number; insufficiency

VAFROUS
1. Salty; saline
2. Nomadic; roving
3. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
4. Crafty or cunning

DIAPHANOUS
1. Producing dew
2. Transparent or translucent
3. Wanting; needy
4. Discolored or blackened as if by

burning
BAWBEE

1. An old work horse
2. An Eskimo coat made of bird feath-

ers
3. Wobbling or walking in a swaying

manner
4. A half penny or small coin

Eliminating County Gov. Would
Show it is Possible Not to Raise Taxes

Recreation Department Thanks All
For Success of Scotch Plains Egg Hunt

Shouldn’t Towns,
BOE’s Cut Budgets?
If America is in for hard times, shouldn’t

the municipal government and board of
education be adopting austerity budgets?

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Family Thanks SP/FW Community
For Acts of Kindness During Illness

Scotch Plains Reader Chides Whitman
Over Her ‘Bag Full of Solutions’

Iraq War Should Be Ended Now So
We Can Tend to Our Own Problems

WHS Parents Committee Deserves
Thanks for Success of Anything Goes

IRS Needs Help
To Reach Individuals
The IRS needs your help. Starting in

May, economic-stimulus payments of up
to $600 for individuals ($1,200 for mar-
ried couples) will be issued by the IRS,
based on 2007 tax returns. Parents also
get $300 for each eligible child.

People must file a 2007 tax return.
That’s it. But here’s where the IRS needs
help. Millions of people are eligible but
may not know it. These are certain retir-
ees, disabled vets and low-wage workers
who normally don’t file a tax return. This
year, they must file to receive the pay-
ments.

People can help not just the IRS, but
perhaps themselves, friends or family.
Help us spread the word. People who
have at least $3,000 from wages or certain
benefits from Social Security, Railroad
Retirement and Veterans Affairs may be
eligible.

They need to file a return. We’ll do the
rest. Please, visit irs.gov for details.

Gregg Semanick
IRS Spokesperson, Mountainside

We are all wrapped up every day with
all the complex nuances of our lives and
the horrible things we see on the news.
But we rarely hear about those helpful
little things that people do that help an-
other person get through the day. And let
me tell you, our town has a lot of this
kindness that no one hears about. I want to
thank so many people of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for their unbelievable
thoughtfulness and support during a very
challenging time for our family.

I have been ill, in and out of the hospital
for almost a year. Some ordinary commu-
nity members – average people you see
on our streets and in our stores – took on
a responsibility to community service as
an act of generosity and responsibility. I
was humbled and amazed to see the self-
less giving of the people in our town who
realize the reality of helping others through
life’s struggles.

The privileges and responsibilities of
living in a community should embrace
social and business aspects, but also tan-
gible and real service to support its mem-
bers. Our community has come through
and I’m proud. Common names but un-
common folks – Judy, Nancy, Angelo,
Meg, Dan, Patricia, Stacy, Bill, Susan,
Dolores, John, Bob, Toni, Charlene, Jessi,
Linda, Sue, Jennifer, Odette, Josephine,
Dorothy, Gerri, Va Va, others that shall
go nameless and goodhearted members
of our rescue squad and police depart-
ment, compassionate staff of our library
and understanding members of the Jr.
Woman’s Club.

I thank them all immensely and have
experienced such unselfish human love

and integrity.
I stumbled upon a quote that I thought

was very interesting. “Ultimately, com-
munity service…forces you to look at
yourself in the mirror.” (Steve Ehrlich)
This past year of illness and struggles has
put things into perspective for me. I have
to accept help from others. I’ve learned
that community service shouldn’t only be
something a person does for a few hours
on a Saturday and then go home (even
though that is very much needed and
important.) It is far more than that. I’ve
learned that a person’s actions – both big
and small, from those immense
fundraisers to personal conversations –
all support others.

That there’s so much going on in our
lives and the world, we become so con-
sumed with our daily activities and sig-
nificant, more global, events. We all
should take a little time out to help our
neighbor or passer-by. Small offerings
like a visit, meal, ride, card, call, repair or
a random act of kindness… all are of need
and benefit to others.

I’ve learned that giving starts with the
people around me and then has the power
to reach people across the world. But, at
the end of the day, it ends up once again
with those friends and neighbors whose
hearts are right there around you. I truly
appreciate their efforts. I’m proud to be
part of a community that has so many
people who quietly and anonymously are
so understanding and ready to lend a
hand.

Adrienne Robertiello and Family
Scotch Plains

I thoroughly enjoyed reading Kate
Whitman’s campaign release published
in your March 13 edition. Ms. Whitman’s
use of such terms as “tax-and-spend” and
“liberal” to describe Linda Stender shows
that we can expect a new kind of cam-
paign from this first time candidate for
Congress. Her criticism of Ms. Stender
for attending a campaign fundraiser on
the weekend “instead of fighting for the
taxpayers” gives us all the assurance that
Ms. Whitman would never do anything
so insidious as attend any fundraisers for
her own campaign.

As to her referring to Ms. Stender as a
“career politician,” it will be certainly
refreshing to be able to vote for Ms.
Whitman, a veritable political novice (who
just coincidentally happens to be a scion
of one of the most traditional political
families in all of New Jersey). Oh...and by

the way, as for Ms. Whitman’s criticism
of Governor Corzine’s plans to address a
disastrous, chronic budget deficit, maybe
our state’s fiscal situation wouldn’t be so
dire if Ms. Whitman’s mother had not
been so irresponsible with her approach
to pension liability funding.

But, maybe Ms. Whitman is actually
shortchanging the voters. Her six-point
plan includes reducing taxes, cutting
wasteful spending, finishing the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, ethics reform, forc-
ing illegal immigrants to “self-deport” (I
can’t wait to hear her convince an illegal
immigrant to “self-deport”), provide af-
fordable healthcare for all families, etc.
With such an agenda, shouldn’t she be
running for higher office with this bag full
of solutions?

Larry Sanders
Scotch Plains

Some say that the American people
have not sacrificed in the Iraq war. This
cannot be further from the truth. Large
cuts were made in necessary domestic
spending, and more cuts have been pro-
posed. The latest budget from President
Bush contains a large cut in Medicare.

Nobel Laureate economist Joseph
Stiglitz made a compelling argument that
there is a direct relationship between Iraq
deficit spending and the slowing economy.
Money borrowed for Iraq devaluated the
dollar and resulted in a glut of cheap

capital. The cash-rich banks got sloppy
and loaned money to anyone to buy a
home. A housing bubble emerged and
now has burst. Deficit spending does
matter. A bankrupt nation’s currency be-
comes worthless; inflation increases, and
consumer spending drops.

The Iraq occupation has gone on for
five years now; it’s time to end it and tend
to our own problems.

Robert Scardapane
Somerset

Westfield High School has a long tra-
dition of producing truly astounding the-
atrical productions and the recent run of
Anything Goes was no exception. The
talent and hard work of the cast, crew and
producers speak for themselves, but there
is another group that deserves recogni-
tion.

While parents have always played an
important role behind the scenes, this was
the first time that a formal “Parents’ Com-
mittee” was formed to help. I would like
to thank and congratulate every member
of the committee on the role they played
in making this production a smash hit.

In the same way that every member of
the cast and crew makes a contribution to
the action on stage, every one of the
committee members played a key part in

the success of the run. There are too many
volunteers to recognize individually, but
the results of their efforts were obvious.
The lobby looked fabulous and ticket
sales and concessions ran smoothly. We
got great publicity in the local papers, the
program looked great and the ad sales and
other fundraisers were astounding. The
costumes, some of which were hand sewn
by parents, captured the period perfectly.
We even managed to get healthy dinners
into some otherwise stressed-out thespi-
ans during the final week of rehearsals.

Once again, my sincere thanks to all of
the parent volunteers who helped make
Anything Goes a success.

Trudy Silverman, Parents’
Committee Chairperson

WHS

I attended my second Union County
freeholder meting on Thursday, March
13. Another disappointing meeting. In
order to keep this editorial brief, I will cut
to the chase and let you know why taxes
will rise again in 2008. Freeholder Chair-
man Estrada said it is impossible not to
raise taxes. At least he was honest. Al-
though I do have a couple of ways we may
be able to lower taxes:

Don’t hire the 51 corrections officers
the county says it needs. Did we have 51
retirements? Were we running 51 short
and is that why we had the escape and
subsequent manhunt? Don’t build the $3-
million building in Westfield. (The funds
were just approved for this building a
second time. The first time the funds were
approved, they were used for the arts
center in Rahway.)

How necessary is this building? And in
these difficult times, we have to make
tough decisions. Such as, at least tempo-
rarily, eliminate funding for parades and
other such niceties. These may be nice
things to do for the community, but we
simply can’t afford to spend money we
don’t have. Perhaps private enterprise,
community organizations and individual
citizens will step up to the plate and offer
to underwrite these activities.

Every little bit helps. If Freeholder
Chairman Estrada believes it is impos-
sible not to raise taxes, perhaps we should
eliminate Union County government. Put
control back in the hands of our neigh-
bors in our local communities. Show him
it is possible to not raise taxes.

Lance Cook
Westfield

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department and the Scotch Plains
Junior Women’s Club, I’d like to thank
all those for making the Easter Egg Hunt
on March 16 such a huge success.

The following local businesses gener-
ously donated gifts for the young egg
hunters: Palmer Video of Scotch Plains,
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy, Learning Ex-
press and Liss Pharmacy of Summit.

Certainly, without a facility and the

help of advertising, this event would not
be able to come off. Both the recreation
department and junior women’s club thank
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education for allowing the use of Park
Middle School for the egg hunt, as well as
advertising the event throughout the dis-
trict.

Finally, a great deal of gratitude goes to
all those who volunteered. While there
are so many to name, each of them are
really the unsung heroes of this event.

Once again, I thank everyone involved
who had a helping hand, whether small or
large. All those who helped during the
egg hunt brought spring on an otherwise
rainy day.

Stephen Dahl
Recreation Supervisor

Township of Scotch Plains

Muhlenberg Hospital Closing Will Create a Real Strain
On Other Hospitals, Escalating Overcrowded Conditions

Coronato Says ‘Enough is Enough, Councilman Glover;’
Claims His ‘Self-Promotion Statements’ are Inaccurate

As an EMT with a volunteer rescue
squad, I can only hope that anyone in
Union County who needs emergency
transport to a hospital starting in the fall
picks a nice, quiet day when no one else
is sick. Otherwise, he or she will be in for
a long trip to whatever hospital isn’t di-
verting patients, a long wait on a hallway
stretcher and who knows how many com-
plications along the way.

As my EMS colleagues will confirm,
Overlook Hospital has been on “divert”
status with increasing frequency, advis-
ing rescue squads in advance not to bring
any more patients because there’s no
room. The same is true for RW Johnson
Hospital at Rahway. The emergency room
at JFK Hospital in Edison is similarly

packed many days and Union Hospital’s
scaled-down emergency room handles
only non-critical patients. We’re all out
of local hospitals.

Aging, overweight baby boomers are
using emergency services more, not less.
Heart disease is still the number one killer
in America. So, one day in September, a
person having a heart attack likely will no
longer have a 10-minute ride to the near-
est hospital ER because it’ll either be
closed or on divert status. They’ll be in
the care of excellent paramedics and
EMT’s while in the ambulance, but where
will they end up? Livingston? Somerville?
New Brunswick? Newark? And how
many others will be in line ahead of them?

Every single resident of Union County

should be concerned about the closing of
Muhlenberg and the escalating over-
crowding of the other hospitals. You might
not be able to change the entire, screwed
up health care system, but you can cer-
tainly write letters to your state lawmak-
ers, Governor Corzine, U.S. Senators
Lautenberg and Menendez and the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior
Services. Google them— they all have e-
mail links, addresses and phone numbers.

This is the place where tax dollars and
leadership by those we elected should be
focused right now. Because once you’ve
lost timely emergency health services,
what’s next?

Tom Kranz
Fanwood

Letters from Scotch Plains Council-
man Kevin Glover criticizing township
mayor Martin Marks have been constant
since Mr. Glover took his seat on the
council in 2007. His most recent letter
attacking Mayor Marks is way out of
bounds.

He refers to Mayor Marks as a “tax and
spend mayor,” along with further imply-
ing that the mayor has not done his best to
try to curtail spending within reason or to
keep tax increases for local government
purposes as low as reasonably possible.
Enough is enough.

The township council is made up of
five elected officials, including Mayor
Marks. The other four are: Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, Councilman Jeff Strauss,
Councilman Glover and myself. The
township council has a collective respon-
sibility to approve a budget as a five-
member policy making body. Each mem-
ber has an equal vote. The vote of the
mayor is no less important or no more

important than the other members of the
township council.

Mr. Glover must have forgotten that
the 2007 budget was adopted by a vote of
4 to 1. Councilman Glover voted in the
negative. Marty, Nancy, Jeff and I care-
fully considered all possible options, de-
liberated openly and objectively, and
adopted the budget with a 4 to 1 bi-
partisan vote. We believed that the ap-
proved 2007 budget would serve our resi-
dents as efficiently and effectively as
possible. No decisions were easy, but we
were elected to make tough decisions.
The 2008 budget appears to be even more
challenging than last year.

Mr. Glover claims that if his position
on the 2007 budget had been accepted,
the township would have supposedly been
in the same financial health right now.
First of all, Mr. Glover appeared to change
his stance on the budget several times in
2007. The final position he seemed to
have last year would have depleted our

surplus (fund balance) by $300,000 for
the 2008 budget year. The financial chal-
lenges for 2008 are huge, as has been
undoubtedly noted by all who have been
reading the newspapers. The surplus (fund
balance) should be used judiciously over
a period of years to better protect all
property taxpayers from steep increases
year to year.

Councilman Glover should stop his
self-promotion tactics. Mr. Glover should
also refrain from his constant propensity
for making inaccurate statements for what
he apparently feels is his own political
good, not for the wellbeing of the resi-
dents and taxpayers of Scotch Plains. Mr.
Glover must believe that his misleading
statements will benefit him personally,
since they certainly are not helpful for the
township.

Paulette Coronato
Councilwoman

Scotch Plains

Scutari: Sequoia Should
Submit to Investigation

Evidently, Sequoia believes that main-
taining its ‘trade secrets’ trumps the rights
of New Jerseyans to have their votes
properly recorded in an election. I call
upon the company to submit to an inde-
pendent investigation, as proposed by
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and
the Constitutional Officers Association
of New Jersey, in order to insure the
integrity of its machines ahead of
November’s General Election.

[Failure to comply with this request]
could result in an inquiry by the State
Senate Government Committee: Elections
fall under our purview, and I am certain
that the committee’s membership would
be very interested in hearing Sequoia
defend its policy of preventing election
officials from acting to protect our con-
stituents’ right to vote.

[I] promise two new pieces of legisla-
tion to improve New Jersey’s electoral
processes. The first would require, at the
state’s expense, the replacement of elec-
tronic voting machines with optical scan
paper ballot technology in all 21 counties,
should Sequoia and the Attorney General
fail to produce a machine with viable
Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) technology by January 1, 2009.

The second would require that a Vot-
ing Machine Integrity Unit be established
within the New Jersey Division of Gam-
ing Enforcement in order to thoroughly
test and certify all new voting technolo-
gies before they are implemented. The
Division’s Technical Services Bureau is
presently responsible for testing all elec-
tronic and mechanical games of chance,
such as slot machines, before they can be
deployed on the floor of Atlantic City’s
casinos.

It’s an embarrassment that we have a
far more rigorous and thorough approach
to ensuring the fidelity of our slot ma-
chines than our voting machines.
February’s failures underscore New
Jersey’s need for a professional unit of
experts to vet voting technologies before
they are employed in the field. The Divi-
sion of Gaming Enforcement has a dem-
onstrated reputation for competence and
precision that I believe can be tapped for
the benefit of all New Jerseyans.

Sen. Nicholas Scutari, LD-21, Linden

Editor’s note: According to media re-
ports, Edwin Smith, an executive with
Sequoia Voting Systems, wrote a two-
page letter threatening Union County with
a lawsuit if County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
proceeded with plans for an independent
study by Edward Felten, a professor of
computer science and public affairs at
Princeton University.

Senator Scutari is chairman of the State
Government Committee.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

We Are at a Time When More News
Integrity and Validity are Needed

Bills breed in legislative committees in Trenton. Some die,
others linger and then some pop up for the voting session.
Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts sends a notice to all legisla-
tors a week in advance.

On March 7, he sent a list of 49 bills up for vote on March 13.
The subjects varied from eliminating legal notices in newspa-
pers, shopping cart laws, increasing fines for child passenger
seat violations, broadening stalking laws, stopping horseshoe
crab farming and prohibiting those under the age of 19 from
possession of tobacco or smoking in public places.

With such a long and varied list, some legislators ask their
colleagues, “What’s this one about, and how should I vote?”

Several of these bills caught our attention and raised red flags.
It’s already illegal to sell cigarettes to an under-age person. The
proposed law of possession goes far beyond acceptable bounds,
in our opinion. What about the nightmarish scenario where an
18-year-old soldier returns home from Iraq and gets arrested for
smoking; let alone that it’s illegal for him to drink.

With expansion of these morality laws, seems like everyone,
at some time, is guilty of something. Probable cause? There goes
too illegal search and seizure protection of the Constitution.

Another one that scares us is the government’s initiative to
eliminate the posting of legal notices in newspapers and, in-
stead, permit state, counties, towns and boards of education to
post them on their websites.

Admittedly, it seems like we, as a newspaper, have a selfish

interest in this one. However, maybe this is not so. The price to
publish legal notices is set by law and has not changed since
1986 – a time when a case of Schaefer’s went for $6.99. We
struggle today to cover the cost of providing this service.

The more important issues involve government hiding more
from the media (and the public), government being in the news
business (shades of Pravda), a decline in the validity of the
media and the lessened integrity of archival information.

The Internet is a wonderful and powerful medium; however,
it can be changed and deleted in an instant. Generally, it’s not
archived, not disseminated to multiple independent sources, and
not archived in libraries.

The news in printed form involves a rigorous process of
crosschecking, resulting in hoped-for validity. We use the
Internet, but to supplement our printed reach to the public.

We remember an upset school superintendent storming into
our office over past budget figures we had just published. She
opened up her records to show how our figures were wrong and
asked where we got ours.

We took our bound books of the newspaper from those years
and showed the legal notices published by her department. That
ended the discussion.

We are at a time when there are too many laws; yet, the
important ones go un-enforced. We are at a time when govern-
ment needs closer scrutiny, not less. We are at a time when there
needs to be more validity of the media, not less.


