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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Spitzer Resigns Over
Prostitution Ring Charge

Eliot Spitzer stepped down Mon-
day as New York Governor after he
was discovered on an FBI wiretap
utilizing a high-priced call-girl op-
eration, Emperors Club VIP, in Wash-
ington, D.C., according to The New
York Times. He is the first New York
governor to resign since 1973, when
Nelson Rockefeller left office to work
for a policy group. The last governor
to resign over a scandal was William
Sulzer, who was impeached in 1913
over campaign contribution fraud.

Previously New York’s attorney
general, to which he was elected in
1998, Mr. Spitzer faces criminal
charges, including allegedly launder-
ing up to $80,000 and allegedly trans-
porting prostitutes across state lines,
a violation of the Mann Act.

Paterson Becomes 55th
Governor of New York

New York Lieutenant Governor
David Paterson became the state’s
55th Governor on Monday, follow-
ing the resignation of Governor Eliot
Spitzer, who resigned over a sex scan-
dal. Mr. Paterson is the first African-
American, and the first legally blind
person, to hold the position.

In the 2006 Gubernatorial election,
Mr. Paterson was selected as Mr.
Spitzer’s running mate. He was
elected to the state Senate in 1985 and
was chosen as the state’s first non-
white Senate minority leader in 2002.

Senate Passes Family-Leave
Act, Heads to Assembly Panel
The N.J. State Senate has passed

the Family Leave Act bill by a vote of
22-16 on March 3. The Assembly
Appropriations Committee approved
the bill on March 10. Senate Majority
Leader William Sweeney (LD-3, Sa-
lem) sponsored the legislation, which
was referred to the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee for consider-
ation. Opponents, mostly Republi-
cans, said the state could not afford
the legislation, The Star-Ledger re-
ported.

If it becomes law, New Jersey
would be the second state to offer
employees a paid family-leave pro-
gram. The bill would allow workers
to take up to six weeks off, which
would be supported financially
through a payroll deduction, esti-
mated at about $33 per year. Work-
ers would receive two-thirds of their
weekly salary, up to $524 a week,
during their leave.

GOP Prospects Decline
Run for U.S. Senate

U.S. Marshall James Plousis, a
former Cape May prosecutor, has
opted against seeking the Republican
nomination for the U.S. Senate fol-
lowing the exit of Anne Estabrook,
who suffered a stroke,
politickernj.com has reported. State
Senator Chris Bateman (LD-16,
Somerville) and former New Jersey
Highway Chairman Joseph Buckalew
also have declined to run. The Star-
Ledger reported that State Senator
Bill Baroni (LD-14, Hamilton Square)
has also opted not to seek the nomina-
tion.

State Senator Joseph Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) and Ramapo
College Professor Murray Sabrin are
vying for the GOP nomination to face
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg in the
fall.

Senate Panel OK’s Measure
Requiring Voter Consent on Debt

The State Senate Budget and Ap-
propriations Committee has voted 13-
0 to support a resolution (SCR39)
requiring voter approval for future
state borrowing, according to The
Star-Ledger. The state is currently
$33.7 billion in debt, all but $3 billion
of which was issued without voter
approval. Senators Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Flemington), a Republican,
and Democrat Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Elizabeth) have sponsored the legis-
lation.

Similar legislation has been intro-
duced by the Legislature over the past
eight years; however, it only made it
out of committee once during the
previous four legislative sessions,
dating back to 2000.

Doria Wants to ‘Relax’ DEP
Rules for Affordable Housing
Department of Community Affairs

Commissioner Joseph Doria has rec-
ommended the state “relax” environ-
mental laws in order to meet Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s promise of build-
ing 100,000 additional affordable
housing units over the next decade,
according to The Star-Ledger.

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson disagreed with Mr. Doria,
saying, “Affordable housing must be
done in an environmentally sensitive
manner. I have heard a lot of people
complain they can’t build on flood
plains. They tell me it is the only land
left. Building affordable housing there
would be morally wrong.”

FROM THE HEART…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky displays a proclama-
tion to Caring Hearts from Home for assisting the Salvation Army in preparing
deployment kits for the New Jersey National Guard. The mayor urged the
community to support this effort by donating travel-sized toiletries to fill the kits.
A collection bin is located at the Westfield Memorial Library now through the end
of April. Caring Hearts consists of a small group of local military moms who are
involved in troop-support projects. Pictured, from left to right, are Dianne
Gorbaty, holding a sample Salvation Army deployment kit, Mayor Skibitsky and
Rose Runes, a military grandmother.

CF Resident Named Acting
Head of Kids, Families Dept.
CRANFORD — Governor Jon

Corzine last week appointed Eileen
Crummy of Cranford as acting com-
missioner of the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, effective March
17.

Ms. Crummy, a 33-year veteran of
the Division of Youth and Family
Services, will assume the responsi-
bilities of departing Commissioner
Kevin Ryan while a search for his
permanent replacement continues.

“Eileen has been a tremendous as-
set in transforming the culture of the
Department of Children and Fami-
lies,” Governor Corzine said. “Her
unwavering commitment to the pro-
cess has brought much credibility to
the aggressive reforms that have been
implemented to protect our children
and create strong families. There is
nothing more important to me than
building upon these achievements,
and I am indeed pleased that Eileen
has agreed to serve in an acting ca-
pacity to continue that momentum.”

Ms. Crummy currently serves as
the director of the Division of Youth
and Family Services (DYFS), New
Jersey’s public child protective and
welfare agency. She previously was
senior administrator in both DYFS’
child protection and adoption ser-
vices programs.

Ms. Crummy is only the second
DYFS director to have begun her ca-
reer as a DYFS case worker and the
first to rise through the ranks to be-
come commissioner overseeing New
Jersey’s child welfare system, accord-
ing to a press release from the
Governor’s office.

“I appreciate Governor Corzine’s
confidence and support, and I remain

deeply committed to improve the lives
of children and families across New
Jersey by leading the child welfare
reform effort,” Ms. Crummy said.

Mr. Ryan added, “Given her expe-
rience, Eileen brings enormous cred-
ibility and commitment to the large
task at hand. She has been a primary
architect of our reforms over the past
several years, and I have enormous
and unequivocal confidence in her
ability to move the reform forward.”

Ms. Crummy is the recipient of
numerous national awards, including
the Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion Institute’s Angels in Adoption
award. She is a member of the Na-
tional Advisory Workgroup of the
Collaboration to Adopt Us Kids and
has served as vice president of the
National Association of State Adop-
tion Programs.

Ms. Crummy is a graduate of St.
Francis University.

Residents Can View
BOE Budget Hearing
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Education held its public hear-
ing on the proposed school budget for
2008-2009 last night, Wednesday, in
the Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium.

Those who could not attend can view
the hearing on TV-36 beginning Satur-
day, March 22, at 10 a.m. The meeting
will also be broadcast on Sunday, March
23, at 10 a.m., Tuesday, March 25, at 8
a.m. and 7 p.m. and Thursday, March
27, at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., and Saturday,
March 29 and Sunday, March 30, at 10
a.m. Information will also be posted on
westfieldnjk12.org/budget.

is on a future board agenda, the county
should publicize it so more county resi-
dents could attend.

“Because, when you are going to talk
about it, we are going to come here with
fire,” Mr. Goldman said.

Kathy Torpey of Clark, who golfs at
the three Union County courses, said
other counties, such as Middlesex and
Essex, have tried privatizing their pub-
lic golf courses but opted to go back to
running the courses themselves.

“They (Middlesex County) found
out they didn’t get anything from it
(privatization),” Ms. Torpey said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he is a
golfer and is leaning against
privatization but wants to look at the
proposal as part of the budget process.

“I will certainly look at this
privatization discussion very closely,”
Mr. Sullivan.

The board introduced an ordinance
to raise golf fees this year. Green fees
for county residents will be increased
by $5. County golfers will pay $27
during weekdays and $29 on week-
ends. Senior rates will jump $2, to $16,
on weekdays and $7, to $29, on week-
ends. Youths will be charged an addi-
tional $3 on weekdays and $9 on week-
ends, leading to rates of $16 and $26,
respectively. Twilight fees are increas-
ing $5, jumping rates to $23 on week-
days and $24 on weekends.

In other public comments, Westfield
resident Lance Cook asked the board to
keep the county’s tax levy at 2007
levels.

“You’re (the freeholders) just not
getting it,” he said. “Pretty soon, people
just won’t have the money [to pay
taxes].”

Freeholder Angel Estrada said that a
flat tax was not possible because the
county would have to cut children’s and
senior programs, as well as Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
programs, for example.

“My answer [on whether the county
tax can be flat in 2008] is very clearly
‘absolutely not,’” Mr. Estrada said.

The county tax is proposed to in-
crease $15.4 million this year, to $255.3,
in support of a $436.8-million budget.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, told
the board, “People are suffering be-
cause of the way you are wasting
money.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
asked the board to keep in mind that
Garwood is facing a fiscal crunch with
state-aid cuts.

“You are hitting Garwood with a 9-
percent tax increase [in the county
tax],” he said. “We are struggling un-
der a [state] cap.”

“I think you better study your num-
bers a lot harder,” Mr. Paterson added.

The county will begin budget meet-
ings today at 3 p.m. at the county’s
administration building in Elizabeth.

Golfers Ask County Not
To Privatize Public Courses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Members of golf
associations at Union County’s public
golf courses asked the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, last Thursday, not to priva-
tize the county’s three public golf
courses.

In his budget message to the free-
holders, dated February 8, Union
County Manager George Devanney
said, “This past year, the county’s three
golf courses – Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains, Galloping Hill in Kenilworth/
Union and Oak Ridge in Clark – in-
curred a loss of approximately
$500,000.”

He said the county was considering
management contracts, operating leases
and concession agreements to maxi-
mize operations and efficiencies at the
three courses. Mr. Devanney, who was
not in attendance at last week’s meet-
ing, said the county’s goal was to in-
crease revenues by “maximizing usage
of the courses,” “improving the quality
of courses by drawing private invest-
ment” and “increasing attendance and
community participation” at the
courses.

“We are exploring all avenues of
increasing revenue,” Deputy County
Manager Liz Genievich said. “We have
not made a decision” on whether to
privatize the courses.

At Thursday’s meeting, Jeff Reisel,
president of the Ash Brook Golf
Course’s Group Association, asked the
freeholders to look for other revenue
sources.

“That (privatization) could lead to
some expensive fees for people who are
accustomed to playing public golf,”
Mr. Reisel told the board. “We want to
make sure that the business of golf
doesn’t take away from the enjoyment
[for golfers].”

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford, who heads
the Galloping Hill Woman’s Golf Club
Association, suggested the board look
to raise funds by adding driving ranges
and evening golf leagues when the golf
courses are not heavily utilized. She
also asked the county to consider imple-
menting weekend league rates.

Ron Regner, a golf pro at Ash Brook,
said more could be done to increase the
use of the course on weekdays.

“Our course is so underutilized be-
tween Monday and Thursday,” Mr.
Regner said. He suggested trying to
encourage more youths to take golf
lessons. By doing so, he said it would
increase the usage of courses by adults,
who could now play rounds with their
children.

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth said he
had heard that revenue from the pitch
and putt courses was not placed in the
county’s general fund. “So, there is a lot
of monies that are not accounted for,”
he said.

He said if privatizing the golf courses

Bramnick: Aid Cuts
Don’t Look at Efficiency

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said he is concerned that the
municipal aid cuts proposed by Gover-
nor Jon Corzine are misdirected be-
cause they are targeted at towns solely
based on population size rather than on
any analysis of whether the municipali-
ties could be run more efficiently.

“What Governor Corzine’s pro-
posal fails to account for is that many
of these small towns are operating
very efficiently right now and many
already have shared-service agree-
ments,” Mr. Bramnick said. “While
cutting aid to inefficient towns to
encourage them to share services or
operate more efficiently may not be a
bad thing, there is no evidence the
Governor has taken efficiency into
account in proposing these cuts.”

In his budget, Gov. Corzine has cut
nearly $190 million in municipal aid,
a cut targeted at small municipalities
with populations of less than 10,000.

According to, Mr. Bramnick, Gov.
Corzine has said the aid cuts are aimed
at forcing small towns to merge or
share services in order to cut the cost
of local government.

Mr. Bramnick said the proposal is
flawed because the aid cuts are based
on population size, which is not re-
flective of the efficiency of governing
units. He said a better approach would
be to study municipalities in the state,
identify where there are inefficien-
cies and make aid cuts accordingly.

“Smaller governments are not in-
herently inefficient or more costly to
the state,” he said. “Taking such a
broad-brush approach not only fails
to address the real problem, it will
create new problems by punishing
property taxpayers in already effi-
cient towns. The Governor needs to
reconsider his approach to this prob-
lem before he takes a step that will
have dire consequences for many of
these towns and their taxpayers.”


