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POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRE WAS FAST ON ITS FEET…A fire on Monday destroyed a shoe store
behind Cranford Corner on Centennial Avenue in Cranford. The Elizabeth and
Westfield fire departments came to assist Cranford’s fire department at the scene,
while Plainfield’s fire department covered Cranford Township during the blaze.

THE LAW FIRM 

OF  

DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C. 

 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED THE DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST WEEK AT 

THE WESTWOOD IN GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY. 

 

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD OUTHWAITE, ESQ. AND 

KRISTIN M. CAPALBO, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED. 

 

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND 

MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE. 

 

AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST, ADDITIONAL 

DIVORCE SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN THE FUTURE.  ALL 

DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION. 

 

IF  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH  

TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, 

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200 

Westfield
Thursday, March 6, following a mo-

tor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Virginia Street, Veron Thornhill, 38, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Watchung traffic warrant,
with bail of $1,000, and an outstanding
Jersey City criminal warrant, with bail
of $2,500. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, March 7, James O’Donnell,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) at Lamberts Mill and Willow
Grove Roads. He also was charged with
refusing to provide breath samples.
O’Donnell was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Thursday, March 13, Taufeeq
Muhammad, 27, of East Orange was
arrested on an outstanding Newark
criminal warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues. He
was released after posting $350 bail.

Friday, March 14, William Risberg,
Jr., 54, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Cowperthwaite
Place. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, March 14, Alice Matthaei,
41, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at Benson Place and Coolidge
Street. She was released on her own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a disturbance at Clover Street
and Summit Avenue, police arrested
James Schoenknecht, Jr., 20, of
Mountainside on a charge of DWI
and traffic warrants out of Spring-
field and Mountainside, with bail
amounts of $1,000 and $120, respec-
tively. He posted bail on both war-
rants and was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, March 15, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Luis Guzman, 24, of Elizabeth was
arrested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released after being issued four sum-
monses.

Saturday, March 15, while investi-
gating a suspicious motor vehicle, po-
lice arrested Jonathan Sheflin, 18, of
Westfield and charged him with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (codeine) on the 700 block of
Norman Place. He was issued a sum-
mons and released.

Saturday, March 15, Anthony D.
Burton, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Pearl Street on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union
and Newark, with bail amounts of $80
and $125, respectively. He posted bail
on the Union warrant and was released
on his own recognizance on the New-
ark warrant.

Sunday, March 16, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
Ross Place and South Avenue, West,
Diane Scott, 43, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI. She was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, March 16, Tyler Greenfield,
19, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central and North
Avenues and charged with DWI. He
was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, March 16, Joseph
McClintock, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on the 1100 block of South
Avenue, West, on a Newark traffic war-
rant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $112 bail.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, March 15, a resident of

Valley Road reported that someone
spray-painted the side of his house.

Saturday, March 15, Suburah
Goldston, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
being stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released after posting bail, police
said.

Saturday, March 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone
obtained his credit card number and
made unauthorized purchases worth
approximately $300.

Sunday, March 16, a patron of an
area golf course reported that someone
removed his golf clubs, valued at $2,000,
from the parking lot when he went to
get his motor vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, Tiffany Bowen,
31, and Jabbary Figgs, 35, both of
Plainfield, were arrested for allegedly
shoplifting approximately $300 worth
of medicine from a Park Avenue store.
According to police, both were trans-
ported to police headquarters where
they were processed and released after
posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, Jason Wright, 24,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released after posting
bail, authorities said.

Sunday, March 16, David Butler, 47,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 11, a Route 22 auto-

mobile dealership told authorities that
several customers had reported items
having been taken from their vehicles
while inside the dealership. According
to police, the approximate value of the
stolen items was $600.

Tuesday, March 11, a resident of
Saddlebrook Road reported that some-
one threw eggs at her driveway, hitting
her motor vehicle. According to police,
a similar incident occurred a month ago
but was not reported.

Wednesday, March 12, Jasper McIn-
tosh, 37, of Plainfield was picked up at
the Bridgewater Police Department and
transported to police headquarters
where he was charged with an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $165.

Thursday, March 13, Ali
Muhaammad, 41, of Irvington was
picked up at the Union Police Depart-
ment and transported to police head-
quarters where he was charged with an
outstanding warrant in the amount of
$576.

Friday, March 14, David Hyslip, 18,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Friday, March 14, Brandon West, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
According to police, West fled the scene
of an earlier attempt by officers to stop
his vehicle and was later apprehended
by Westfield police after Mountainside
police put out an alert to stop and hold
the vehicle.

Sunday, March 16, a patron at a Route
22 theater reported that when he re-
turned to his motor vehicle, someone
had damaged the driver side door lock
and all four windows were down.

Sunday, March 16, Paul Kyser, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
officers observed him making an un-
safe lane change and pulled over his
vehicle. According to police, Kyser also
was observed refusing to move right
and stop for an emergency vehicle.

Fanwood
Thursday, March 13, Felicia S.

McQueen-Brown, 39, of Scotch Plains
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing Piscataway warrant. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
turned over to the Piscataway Police
Department.

Thursday, March 13, Albert Everett,
Jr., 63, of South Plainfield was arrested
on a South Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 13, Gaston Celi,
25, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an Elizabeth warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, March 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that someone removed
his wallet from his motor vehicle while
it was parked on South Avenue between
the hours of noon and 3 p.m.

Sunday, March 16, Pamela S. Dunn,
53, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, an employee of a
South Avenue business reported that
someone removed her purse from her
locked motor vehicle between the hours
of 5:30 and 6:30 a.m.

Monday, March 17, Decarlo L.
Johnson, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Woodbridge war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, March 17, Taimir J.
Hanks, 20, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on La Grande
Avenue. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, March 17, Jenna Leo, 39,
of Edison was arrested and charged
with one count of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue. According to
police, she is being held in lieu of
$11,000 bail.

LUCKY CHARM…Daniel “Danny
Boy” Stender of Westfield wears his
Leprechaun outfit. With his Irish red
hair and blue eyes, he hopes everyone
had a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Youths Are Charged
In Graffiti Incidents

GARWOOD – Garwood police have
confirmed that two male juveniles were
charged in connection with the defac-
ing of a borough Little League field
during October. Additionally, one of
the youths was charged in a similar
incident in Westfield in December, au-
thorities said.

The juveniles, ages 15 and 16, are
both Cranford residents. Arresting of-
ficer Captain Leonard DiStefano
charged the pair with criminal mischief
for allegedly defacing the Little League
field on the 100 block of Myrtle Avenue
with graffiti.

On October 31, the Garwood Little
League field house, dugouts, pavilion
picnic area and playground equipment
were heavily vandalized with graffiti in
the form of spray paint. The investiga-
tion concluded with the arrest of the
two suspects, who were released to
their parents pending Family Court
appearances.

The 15-year-old also was charged with
criminal mischief in connection with an
incident at a business on the 100 block of
North Avenue in Westfield, in which the
building façade was defaced with graf-
fiti. He was referred to Family Court.

The 15-year-old youth admitted to
“tagging” the property on North Av-
enue, acting alone, authorities said. The
other juvenile was not involved.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROUD SCIENCE...A Scotch Plains-Fanwood student proudly displays his work
during the Science Fair at Park Middle School last Friday.
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Town Mayors Debate
State Merger Initiatives

Councilwoman Malool criticized
Mr. Glover for pushing last year to
have the 2007 budget anticipate con-
struction code revenues of $800,000
when the actual amount collected was
$580,000 — $20,000 less than the
$600,000 level that was ultimately
included in the budget. She said if the
council had followed Mr. Glover’s
suggestion, “we’d be so much worse
off.”

When Ms. Malool termed some of
Mr. Glover’s comments as
“soundbites” for the newspapers and
called those remarks “a bunch of
crap,” Mr. Glover objected before the
mayor told him to stop talking. When
Mr. Glover called him “rude,” the
mayor stood and threatened to ask
Mr. Glover to leave the room.

After Mr. Glover said his business
experience provided him with knowl-
edge of budgeting and financial mat-
ters, the mayor told him that, regard-

less of that experience, “there is a
learning curve” when it comes to the
municipal budget process and said
Mr. Glover needed to listen to those
with more experience, such as Mr.
Atkins and other township profes-
sionals.

Mayor Marks told Mr. Glover that
he was on the verge of “irrelevancy”
on the council. “If you want to be part
of the team, be a part of the team,” the
mayor said. “If you want to be a
pariah, be a pariah.”

Mr. Glover said he continued to
“stand firm” behind the contents of
his letter to the newspapers.

The council will hold its next bud-
get meeting next Tuesday prior to its
regular meeting.

Mr. Atkins will meet with depart-
ment heads to discuss appropriations
cuts and it’s possible that services
may be cut and some projects may be
cut or delayed as well.

GW BOE Approves 2008-
2009 Student Calendar

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) approved
the 2008-2009 academic calendar for
students during its meeting on Tues-
day night. Due to ongoing negotia-
tions, the board did not address the
calendar for staff members.

The student calendar calls for 183
in-session days, with winter break
scheduled from Dec. 24 until Jan. 2
and spring break from April 10 until
April 17, 2009.

Although the staff calendar was
not discussed, Board President Adele
Lewis said that the board wanted to
set the schedule for students since
many parents plan vacations.

“This is the part that we know will
stay in place,” said Ms Lewis. “We
hope the staff portion of the calendar
will follow shortly.”

Along with other borough depart-
ments, the board of education is also
looking for ways to reduce costs
through shared services. With the
Borough of Garwood’s state aid po-
tentially being halved due to state
budget cuts, the borough council is
requesting that departments look for
ways to share services with other
municipalities.

Santo Villaraut, the board of
education’s representative to the bor-
ough council, said that he met with
council members to “come up with
some ideas for shared services.” Mr.

Villaraut said this essentially was a
brainstorming session and that addi-
tional meetings will be held to dis-
cuss their ideas.

The board also sent a measure re-
garding commencement activities
back to the committee after a vote on
its second reading split four-to-four.
As the rule stands now, current board
members are allowed to present di-
plomas to their own children during
commencement. The new measure
would have extended the privilege to
former board members, as well. Some
board members felt that expanding
this practice could create more con-
fusion during graduation and ulti-
mately draw attention away from the
students.

“At least with nine sitting board
members, you know the max you’re
looking at is nine,” said Ms. Lewis.

The measure will be addressed at a
later meeting.

The board is also continuing its
search for a new superintendent. With
the term of acting superintendant
Teresa Quigley set to expire on May
15, a new or interim replacement must
be named by that date. Ms. Lewis
said that the board is reviewing appli-
cations and expects to name a new
superintendant over the course of next
month.

The Garwood BOE will hold a bud-
get meeting tonight (Thursday, March
20) at Washington School starting at
7:30 p.m.

MS to Delay Introduction
Of Municipal Budget

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During Tues-
day night’s council meeting, the bor-
ough passed a resolution for a late
introduction of their 2008 municipal
budget. So far, the borough has yet to
introduce their 2008 budget.

“I don’t know when the final num-
bers will be in. It should be ready by
April, but it can go into May or June,”
Mayor Robert Viglianti said.

The borough will have to reduce
certain expenses by 5 percent to meet
their state-mandated cap. Expenses such
as gas, electric and planning board ex-
penses will have to increase, officials
said. The borough is appointing Philip
Caton, a member of the Clarke Caton
Hintz firm, as the borough’s planning
consultant.

“If we cut into our surplus it’s going
to come back to bite us,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

Last year’s municipal budget was
$10 million, of which $5.8 million was
raised through local property taxes, rep-
resenting a 9.4 percent increase over
2006 in taxes and a 5.3 percent hike in
overall spending.

According to Mayor Viglianti, the
borough will not gain a lot of revenue
via income for 2008. “This is going to
be a very tight year,” he said.

In other business, Union County
Watchdog Association President Tina
Renna asked the borough to start ob-
taining tapes of the Union County free-
holder meetings to air on
Mountainside’s Channel 35.

The Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation is a non-profit organization that
monitors the activity of county govern-
ment. In 2006, they began purchasing
tapes of the freeholder meetings to
broadcast on their website.

 “In 2006, the county spent $110,000
on new equipment,” Ms. Renna said.
“The county said they needed the money
to start broadcasting their freeholder
meetings.”

According to Ms. Renna, the county
never aired the meetings.

“Through the Open Public Records
Act (OPRA), if you ask them for the
tapes, they should provide them,” Ms.
Renna said.

“When people get upset about poli-
tics, they don’t think about the county,”
Ms. Renna said. “We have to hold all
government accountable.”

In other council business, the bid for
the borough’s 2005 Crown Victoria
surplus police vehicle was awarded to

Grace Quality Used Cars, Inc. of
Morrisville, PA.

In October, the borough sold the tax
sales certificate for the property known
as 1530 Long Meadow Drive, to Phoe-
nix Funding, Inc. for $20,891. A month
later, the borough received a letter from
attorney Allen Gorski, advising the
borough that the property owner,
Vaughn Morris, had filed for chapter 13
bankruptcy that September.

Officials said the borough did not
receive notice of the bankruptcy filing,
nor was the borough listed as a creditor
on the bankruptcy petition for the un-
paid 2006 property taxes.

As a result, the borough will have to
refund Phoenix Funding, Inc. for the
purchase of the certificate, officials said.

Four ordinances were heard on sec-
ond reading, including the ordinance to
appropriate $175,000 for the resurfac-
ing of Blazo Terrace and Iris Drive and
the appropriation of $55,000 to en-
hance the toddler playground equip-
ment at Deerfield Elementary School,
where $30,000 will be reimbursed from
a county grant.
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SP Council Heated Debate

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOURNALISTS OF THE FUTURE...Evergreen Elementary School Brownie
Troop 85 members visited The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times office on Thursday, March 6,  in order to attain their Career Badges.

Despite the added challenges in
developing the budget this year, Mr.
Tomkins said the borough is doing its
best to “roll with the punches.”

And, he predicts, it’s not going to
get any easier any time soon.

“Next year, it’ll get worse,” he said.
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Fanwood Aid

of the two towns.
“Do we become a department

that’s under the regulations of the
personnel department or do we not?”
This would be important, he said,
because it “relates to how appoint-
ments and promotions are made.”

Mountainside, Garwood and
Fanwood are members of a regional
board of health run by Westfield,
along with Roselle Park, New Provi-
dence, Summit and Springfield.
Mountainside also shares the wel-
fare director with Westfield and has
a shared tax collector.

Mountainside also has part-time
engineers and building inspectors
and share equipment rentals with
Union County. High school students
from Mountainside go to Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights.

“We have been sharing services
with Union County for the last three
years,” Mountainside’s Mayor
Viglianti said. “We’ve been sharing
with Scotch Plains. We’ve been shar-
ing with Westfield. It’s not new to us.”

“It’s (merging) a joke. There’s no
savings in it for Mountainside. All
we would do is lose our identity and
get higher taxes,” Mayor Viglianti
said.

Garwood Mayor McCarthy said
small towns already are fiscally con-
servative.

“If anyone runs a tight ship, it’s
the small municipalities,” Mayor
McCarthy said. “Because of our size,

it forces us to be careful with how we
spend and budget our money. I think
they are going after the wrong
people.”

Donna Dolce, a Fanwood council-
woman, said that mergers do not
necessarily reduce costs. “Even if
we were to merge, I sincerely doubt
there would be a reduction in per-
sonnel, but, rather, a reallocation of
human resources that would now be
in demand,” she said.

Fred Tomkins, Fanwood’s chief
financial officer, said that the
borough’s budget is flat as far as
appropriations are concerned, but the
levy is up 29 percent because of
revenue loss.

“We’ve cut everything we could
without cutting services,” he said.

Garwood Council President
Kathleen Villaggio said the borough
needs to wait and see what happens
with the Governor’s final budget,
which isn’t due until June 30.

As New Jersey League of Munici-
palities Executive Director William
Dressel said in an interview last
week, everything will be done to
restore  funding to municipalities.

“What would Fanwood receive in
return for merging with Scotch
Plains?” Fanwood resident Rosemarie
McCallion asked. “Trenton will prom-
ise savings, but given their track
record, it probably won’t happen.
Fanwood would end up losing its
unique identity for very little gain.”


