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Cranford Designer ‘Raises the Bar’
In Her Wine Cellar Construction

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The practice of stor-
ing wine underground dates back to the
Roman Empire, perhaps longer. Today,
wine cellars need not be located in the
basement. According to Linda Brown
of Cranford, any primary living space
in a home, whether it is new construc-
tion or vintage Victorian, is a candidate
for a wine room.

Ms. Brown is the local representative
for Wine Cellar Innovations, an Ohio-
based wine cellar designer.

Ms. Brown fell in love with the leg-
endry and folklore of wine while visit-
ing Europe in her teens. She told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “My first wine cellar
tour in a tiny village in Austria was the
beginning of a lifelong fascination. The
wine maker guided me down rickety
steps through a stone tunnel that led to
a thick, arched wooden door. It was
dark and damp, and the air was satu-
rated with the scent of wine.

“Hundreds of coins, more than 150
years old – each representing a new
visitor to the cellar – were embedded in
moss that covered the stone at the en-
trance,” she continued. “As I pressed
my shilling into the moss, and he opened
the cellar door to begin telling his sto-
ries, I was forever hooked.”

Ms. Brown helps plan proper storage
space for what she refers to as “liquid-
processed art.” Her customers include
homeowners, builders, architects and
designers in the Hamptons and metro-
politan New Jersey area.

“Wine is universal. Its appeal and
lore has transcended cultures, civiliza-
tions and commerce; it’s a multi-fac-
eted commodity,” noted Ms. Brown.
She also pointed out, “You need not be
a connoisseur to have a wine cellar.”

Ms. Brown enjoys the process of
translating her customers’ visions of a
wine cellar into a reality. “The end
results can vary from a streamlined
utilitarian construction to the most
elaborate with exotic woods, grapevine
moldings and customized displays,”
she said.

“Once people acquire an interest in
wine, they usually join a wine club,
start buying by the case or receive bottles
of wine as gifts from friends; suddenly,
they have no place to put it. I recom-
mend that customers add an additional
25-percent capacity to what they think
they need, if they have the room.”

A wine cellar can be an intriguing
appointment to the home without hav-
ing to be located in the basement. Ms.

Brown often recommends building a
wine room as an extension of a dining
room or den to add unique ambiance to
the first floor living space.

Ms. Brown noted, “Almost any
shaped space can be made functional
and visually interesting.” One of her
latest projects includes the conversion
of a coal and circular furnace room in a
house in Southampton circa 1860.

“When completed, it will house up to
2,500 bottles, with special inserts for
cases, individual and large-format
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SOMETIMES, THE SHOW JUST
CAN'T GO ON...Musical director John
Brzozowski of Urinetown – the Musical
tells the packed lobby of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School that the Saturday
night performance is cancelled. “We've
been notified by Public Service...that a
power generator on Route 22 has been
hit, and the power won't be restored for
another two hours at least, so we have to
cancel tonight's performance,” he told a
disappointed group. After speaking to
the audience, Mr. Brzozowski spoke to
the costumed cast, inset. Then, as he told
the cast –  in the shadows of the audito-
rium – the bad news, one character yelled
out, “Why don't we do a midnight show?”
The dedicated teens had applied their
make-up via cell-phone light and the
emergency lighting at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Another perfor-
mance was added to this weekend's sched-
ule, which includes Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights at 8 p.m., as well as
the newly added matinee at 3 p.m. on
Saturday. See page 21 for more details.

URINETOWN PERFORMANCE CANCELLED,
INFO ON NEW PERFORMANCE, PAGE 21 WCP to Hold Auditions

For Starting Here, Now
WESTFIELD – Director Linda

Correll of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) has announced upcoming
auditions for the spring musical, Start-
ing Here, Starting Now, featuring the
music of David Shire and lyrics by
Richard Maltby. Those wishing to
audition can contact producer Kay
Macrae directly at (908) 232-0283 or
e-mail at kmacrae@comcast.net.

Show dates are May 3, 9, 10, 16,
17, 30 and 31, with rehearsals to
begin in early March at the WCP
theater, located at 1000 North Av-
enue, West. Mary Beth McFall will
serve as musical director, and the
choreographer is Barbara Greco-
Brady

Starting Here, Starting Now, from
Mr. Maltby and Mr. Shire, authors of
the musicals Baby and Big, depicts
the excitement of young love and the
confusion of growing up.

This journey takes a winsome cast

of three through the maze of modern
relationships with its heart firmly on
its sleeve.

As with all of Mr. Maltby and Mr.
Shire’s work, each song acts as an
original story, showcasing the cha-
risma of its performer.

From tender ballads to husband-
hunting laments and from wry com-
ments on marriages to shouting-from-
the-rooftop celebrations, Starting
Here, Starting Now has a freshness
that has made it an audience favorite.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOWN WITH WINE....Not! A wine room with all-glass front flanking pro-
vides greater visibility to add to one’s wine entertainment and enjoyment. This
eight-foot by 10-foot first-floor wine room by Wine Cellar Innovations is
located off of a den/great room and can house more than 1,600 bottles.

bottles (magnums).”
Men, most of whose wives like to

entertain, make up approximately 95
percent of her customer base. The great
majority of my customers are “fun
people who like to do fun things,” Ms.
Brown said.

Many request humidors incorporated
into the design unit. But, Ms. Brown
cautioned, smoking cigars in a wine
room is a definite “no.”

“You really do not want to risk con-
taminating the wine with any air ex-
change through the cork, and the smell
can linger indefinitely in this tightly
sealed room,” she said.

Wine, she said, is stored in a wine
cellar to allow for chemical processes
to take place at a certain rate to reach
maturity and peak flavor. The ideal
environment is 55 to 57 degrees Fahr-
enheit, with 55 to 75 percent relative
humidity.

Ms. Brown added, “Many people
also think they can have a dinner party
in their wine rooms. I tell customers,
that’s not a very good idea, unless you
want to dine in your coats.”

If you are expanding your collection,
but are not quite ready to take the
plunge to do a custom wine cellar, Ms.
Brown advised finding the coolest, dark-
est spot in the house to store your wine,
where temperature and humidity are
likely to remain constant year- round.

Other important factors to consider
are storing wine on its side to prevent
the cork from drying out and protecting
wine from extreme and frequent tem-
perature fluctuations to prevent accel-
erated oxidation.

To learn more about custom wine
cellars, log onto
winecellarinnovations.com. Caution:
Collecting wine can be addictive. Store
safely.

WCP Performs Kelly’s
Mystery, The Uninvited

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) produc-
tion of Tim Kelly’s mystery, The
Uninvited, continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, March 14 and 15, at
8 p.m. in the theater at 1000 North
Avenue, West.

All reserved seat tickets are $15.
Those interested should call the

box office at (908) 232-1221 for fur-
ther details. Note that all non-mem-
ber tickets must be pre-paid to secure
a reservation.

Paper Mill Announces
Endowment Creation
MILLBURN – Paper Mill

Playhouse’s artistic director, Mark
Hoebee, and executive director, Mark
Jones, have announced the creation of
a permanent endowment to help en-
sure the playhouse’s financial future.

A local foundation has approved a
$750,000 grant as initial funding for
this permanent fund.

Mr. Jones said, “Adding an endow-
ment – a permanent resource for a
not-for-profit – is a major priority for
Paper Mill’s efforts to strengthen its
finances. This leadership grant, and
additional endowment gifts, will pro-
vide Paper Mill Playhouse with a
source of investment income to stabi-
lize its finances in the long-term.”

Mr. Hoebee said, “This gift will
allow Paper Mill to continue our mis-
sion of providing the State of New
Jersey with superior quality musical
theater.”

Nothing Small about Little Opera
Company’s Madame Butterfly

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The word “little”
denotes a diminutive or diminished
status. The Little Opera Company
(LOC), which recently presented
Puccini’s Madame Butterfly at
Cranford Dramatic Club’s Commu-
nity Theater, is anything but.

In this instance, however, the ad-
jective does signify the age of some
of the performers — middle-school
and high-school students — who got
to participate in a full opera alongside
professional opera singers.

The cast of professional instrumen-
talists, professional leads and young
artists fell under the superb guidance
of producer Valerie Pineda, conduc-
tor Mark Hyczko and director Fausto
Pineda.

Madame Butterfly might not be
Puccini’s most acclaimed work, but it
has all the elements of most success-
ful dramas – love, betrayal, surprise
and tragedy.

At the Friday, March 7, perfor-
mance, an artistically directed orches-
tra of 25 pieces set the tone of excel-
lence.

The parting of the golden-hued cur-
tain revealed a house overlooking a
harbor in the city of Nagasaki, Japan,
in the early 20th century.

U.S. Navy Lieutenant Benjamin

Franklin Pinkerton (John Tsotsoros)
is inspecting the house to be leased
from marriage broker Goro (Jeremy

Blossey).
As part of the package deal for the

house, the lieutenant will wed a young
geisha wife, Cio-Cio-San (Kam Cheng),

who is known as Madame Butterfly
because of her sensitive nature.

When the lieutenant and the Ameri-
can Consul, Sharpless (Gustavo
Ahualli), exchange philosophies of
marriage, it is revealed that this sailor
has no intention of settling down.

Foreshadowing hints from
Sharpless, played regally by Mr.
Ahualli, suggest that the bride might
not take her vows as lightly as the
lieutenant.

The lieutenant compares the 15-
year-old bride to a little butterfly:
“She flutters and rests with a careful-
ness that I must pursue her, even if I
break her wings.”

Dressed in a royal cream, gold and
flaming-red-trimmed kimono, Ms.
Cheng’s strong soprano voice matches
her spectacular wedding gown.

Because she has forsaken her reli-
gion and adopted her husband’s,
Christianity, Cio-Cio-San’s family
disowns her.

On her wedding night, Cio-Cio
sings a heartbreaking lyric that both
acknowledges how everyone has “re-
jected her” yet shows how she re-
mains “happy” with Pinkerton. Later,
she sings a duet with the lieutenant to
echo that sentiment.

CONTINUED: MADAME
BUTTERFLY21

“LISTENING TO CIO-CIO SAN,
FALL IN LOVE ALL OVER AGAIN...”
Soprano Kam Cheng, as Cio-Cio San,
and tenor John Tsotsoros, as
Pinkerton, perform the love duet in Act I.


