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The Other Boleyn Girl:
Tale of Two Sisters a Royal Pain

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

If you believe morality is at an all-
time low, take heart. Henry VIII and all
the greedy opportunists sucking up to
him in director Justin Chadwick’s The
Other Boleyn Girl nearly make us look
good. You would think this PG-13
yawner deserved an R-rating solely for
the bad behavior portrayed. Gosh, these
people are so awfully despicable.

Pity is, Phillipa Gregory’s novel,
unromantically adapted for the screen
by Peter Morgan, probably tells a truer
tale of the British sovereign and his
luckless wives than any previous film
rendition. Only the most unblushing
pragmatists won’t be abashed by the
unremitting selfishness depicted. The
point made early on, it eventually grows
tiring.

Interesting though, just in case you’re
fetching for redeeming value, is Mr.
Chadwick’s use of soap-opera sensi-
bilities to tell his tale. As with pro
wrestling, motivations are primitive. If
it is his wish to inform that 16th Cen-
tury Western Europeans were essen-
tially barbarians in fancy togs, he suc-
ceeds. Too bad he doesn’t entertain us
in the bargain.

Most regrettable is handsome Eric
Bana’s monarch, a spoiled brat whose
sexual proclivity seems more a sad mal-
adjustment than an unquenchable appe-
tite. We’re used to a Laughton-like hedo-
nist, pterodactyl-sized drumstick in one
hand, silver goblet of wine in the other.
This royal hardly seems worthy of the
historical cataclysm he engenders.

The Boleyn girls are slightly less
disappointing. But first, let’s dish the
dad, Sir Thomas Boleyn (Mark
Rylance), and his instigating brother-
in-law, the Duke of Norfolk (David
Morrissey). Talk about oily characters.
These guys are models for the Enron
scandal. It’s greed for greed’s sake, and
if they hurt a lot of people in the pro-
cess, too stinkin’ bad.

Of course, they have a spiel…the
ultimate beneficence of their counsel.
Being privy to matters around the castle,
Norfolk sees it as an opportunity that
Queen Katherine cannot give Henry a
male heir: “The king grows restless.”
Continue the frilly euphemisms and the
suggestion is that Sir Thomas offer up
one of his daughters to, uh, “divert the
king.”

If things work out and said enchant-
ress issues the case successor, well, she
remains queen, and all those concerned
get skyboxes and season’s tickets to
Stonehenge. Almost as dismaying as
the proposal, practically everyone is on
board with the ploy. Only Lady Boleyn

(Kristin Scott Thomas) doth protest a
tad, but then even she knows the score.

Save for the Tudor scholars among
us, what we didn’t know is that, as the
title declares, there was another Boleyn
girl, and, as such, another player in the
drama. Per this take, the original idea
was to have Anne do the dirty work.
However, upon his arranged visit to the
Boleyn manse, His Majesty winds up
falling for Mary, played by Scarlett
Johansson.

Curses, says ambitious Anne, strik-
ingly depicted by Natalie Portman. She
was working this side of the street.
Mary, portrayed as perhaps the only
righteous soul in the entire kingdom,
feels terrible about it. But alas, she’s
actually fallen in love with the big lug.
Never mind that she’s married. Further
tangling the web, Anne will soon be
wed, too.

Hence, abetted by the darkest of an-
terooms and chambers, ensues the plot-
ting and scheming…secrets swapped
and betrayed. The ambient lack of light-
ing is enough to have you invoking
Thomas Edison and wishing for the
Technicolor glow of Errol Flynn and
company…when Hollywood’s
storybook fantasies trumped so-called
accuracy.

Taking the early lead in what has to
be the most historically pivotal case of
sibling rivalry since Cain and Abel,
Mary is soon with child. Actually, be-
fore long, just about everyone except
Henry is with child. But then the fickle
lad is child enough himself, unable to
choose between sisters. We become
increasingly fed up with the sniveling
boor.

He loves her, he loves her not.
“C’mon already,” we say. “Yeah, yeah
you’re the king of England, and you
want a male heir.”  But knowing what
we do, we want to shake him by the
shoulders of his fur-trimmed, Oscar-
worthy vest coat and explain how Eliza-
beth, his daughter by Anne, will prove
one of history’s most powerful rulers.

Truth is, save for bringing Mary
Boleyn out of the shadows, what little
we learn from this realistic variation on
the tale hardly makes it worth putting
up with all the minutiae and snail-
paced plodding. About the best that can
be said is that it may renew a historical
curiosity in some. Otherwise, The Other
Boleyn Girl just doesn’t make the cut.

* * *
The Other Boleyn Girl, rated PG-

13, is a Columbia Pictures/Focus Fea-
tures release directed by Justin
Chadwick and stars Natalie Portman,
Scarlett Johansson and Eric Bana.
Running time: 115 minutes.

Pat Brentano Turnpike Re-Greened 38"x50"
SPRAWLING EXHIBIT...Westfield artist Pat Brentano’s artwork will be part of
the Jersey City Museum’s annual 2008 exhibit. A total of 41 New Jersey artists
took part in “Sprawl,” which opens on March 20 at 6 p.m. The museum is located
at 350 Montgomery Street and can be reached at info@jerseycitymuseum.com
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Jr. Music Club Presents
Annual Ensemble Concert

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-
ior Music Club will present its annual
Ensemble Concert on Monday, March
17, at 7:30 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Club members in eighth grade and
high school from the local area will
play together in duets and trios. The
public is welcome to attend the con-
cert free of charge. Refreshments will
be served at a reception after the
performance.

During the evening, the audience
will hear Brenda Li and Amanda
Chen, violins, and David Mandala,
piano, play Vivaldi’s Concerto in A
minor for two violins, Third Move-
ment; Anna Adamovich and Elena
Tinfow, piano, perform Moszkowski’s
Spanish Dance, Op. 12, No. 2; Daniela
Weiner, soprano, and Marissa Berlant,
piano, sing Mozart’s Alleluia; Marissa
Berlant and David Mandala, pianos,

present Shostakovich’s Tarantella;
Ben Baron, bassoon, and James Chu,
clarinet, play Beethoven’s Duet No. 1
for Clarinet and Bassoon; Nathanael
Udell, horn, and Melvin Diep, piano,
offer Mozart’s Horn Concerto 3, K.
447, First Movement; Mary Kate
Mueller, violin, and Brenda Li, pi-
ano, perform Monti’s Czardas;
Daniela Weiner, soprano, and Anne
Marie Noronha, piano, sing Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s “Think of Me,” from
Phantom of the Opera; Armando
Lamberti, violin, and Mary Lamberti,
piano, present Seitz’ Concerto No. 5;
Melvin Diep and Tim Ko, violins,
offer J. S. Bach’s Concerto for two
violins, First Movement; Maria
Niemiera and Sue Xiao, piano, play
Faure’s Kitty Waltz.

In addition, soprano Ellen Scariati
and baritone Gabriel Rodrigues, as
well as pianists Wendy Lin and Max
Kachalov, will perform selections.

JUNIOR CIRCUIT…From left to right, Brenda Li, Amanda Chen, Daniela
Weiner, Marissa Berlant and David Mandala, as well as other members of the
Junior Musical Club of Westfield, will perform at its annual Ensemble Concert
on Monday, March 17.

Politics, Culture Collide
In ‘Hero and Monster’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRAFORD – One of the great things
about art is its versatility. Just about
anything can be used as a medium for
expression.

Take album covers, for example. A
recent exhibit at Union County
College’s (UCC) Tomasulo Gallery –
“Hero and Monster,” by New Jersey
artist Victor Davson – focused on mixed-
media art created over the front of LP
album covers.

The result is a series of color-splashed
12-by-12-inch creations positioned in
such a way that their presentation is a
work of art in itself.

Like icons, the
transformed album
covers are grouped
into two collective
works: “Dup Fac-
tor” (Bad Cow),
which consists of 40
covers, and “Mon-
ster and Hero,”
made up of 48 cov-
ers.

“Monster and
Hero” includes the
work of two UCC art students. Maria
Conneran contributed 12 panels from
one of her previous works, inspired by
Franz Kafka’s “Metamorphosis.” Theo
Tamborlane supplied abstracts on pa-
per in black and white.

The work of the two students became
fully integrated into Mr. Davson’s LP
covers.

The artist also showed other mixed-
media works in “Hero and Monster.”

A strong sense of his personal his-
tory runs through his work.

Mr. Davson, a native of the former
British Guyana, draws upon his child-
hood memories to express his Guyanese
culture.

Bright colors give his artistic narra-
tions a carnival feeling. This sense is
highlighted through much of his work
by the presence of abstract figures walk-
ing on stilts.

Men masquerading as women also
contribute to the festive settings of his

mixed-media works.
The political climate of the once-

British colony functions as an underly-
ing theme in all of Mr. Davson’s work.

“Victor Davson’s evocative paint-
ings are full of rich colors and complex
juxtapositions,” saidValeri Larko,
Tomasulo Gallery director.

“These vibrant paintings reward the
viewer with a fascinating visual dia-
logue,” she continued.

Mr. Davson currently serves as the
executive director and co-founder of
Aljira, a Center for Contemporary Art
in Newark, whose mission centers on
bringing the work of emerging and

lesser-known art-
ists, as well as those
who are more cel-
ebrated, to the local
community.

Mr. Davson’s
work is a part of
many permanent
collections both in
Guyana and New
Jersey, including
the Morris Mu-
seum, the Jersey
City Museum and

the Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Mu-
seum at Rutgers University, among oth-
ers.

He has received a J. Paul Getty Trust
Scholarship award, a Rutgers Center
for Innovative Printmaking Fellowship
and a New Jersey State Council in the
Arts Visual Arts Fellowship.

He has also been an Artist in Resi-
dence at The Studio Museum in Harlem.

From March 14 to April 17, Tomasulo
Gallery will host “Amelia’s World:
Animal Affinity,” a solo show by Robin
Schwartz, featuring photographs of
animals and the artist’s young daugh-
ter.

The gallery remains open from 1 to 4
p.m., Mondays through Thursdays, and
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call the Tomasulo Art Gallery at
(908) 709-7155, or e-mail
tomasulogallery@ucc.edu.

Verdun to Demonstrate
‘How to Paint Water’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday,
March 20, at 7 p.m., on the lower level
of the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue
in Scotch Plains. A
brief business meet-
ing will be followed
by a workshop.

Using acrylic
paint, Rosalia
Verdun, a local art-
ist currently living
in New Jersey, will
demonstrate “how
to paint water.”

Ms. Verdun was
born in Italy, where she first discovered
her passion for the arts. The old masters
and contemporary artists, alike, influ-
ence the compositions, color and mood
of her paintings.

She has studied different techniques

by regularly visiting museums, attend-
ing different schools, reading literature
and participating in workshops.

Her work can be seen in the Alfa Art
Gallery, located at 108 Church Street

in New
Brunswick, where
she will be having
an artist’s recep-
tion on Saturday,
March 29.

She is also par-
ticipating in the
39th Annual Art in
The Park, a juried
f i n e - a r t s - a n d -
crafts show at the
Montclair Art Mu-

seum on Saturday and Sunday, May 3
and 4, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For information, see RosaliArt.com
The demonstration is free and open

to the public. For more information,
contact Paula Pearl (908) 322-2590.

Rosalia Verdun

Art is ‘All in the Family’
For Talented Schwabs of WF

Important Info. Regarding
Cancelled Urinetown Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – Due to

Saturday’s weather-related power
failure at the high school, the Satur-
day, March 8, performance of
Urinetown had to be cancelled.

The school is adding a matinee
this Saturday, March 15, at 3 p.m.
This performance will be a general-
admission performance only. There
will not be specific reserved seating.

However, as this is a new, un-
scheduled performance, the school
hopes everyone will feel satisfacto-
rily accommodated.

The following options exist for
ticket holders of the cancelled show:

Those who already had tickets for
the cancelled performance may use
them for the new performance on
Saturday, March 15, at 3 p.m. No
exchange is necessary.

Those who reserved tickets for
Saturday but did not yet pick them
up, and who would like to attend
Saturday’s matinee, are, in effect,
placing a new order. In those cases,
order the usual way, by e-mailing

reptix@comcast.net.
Those attending may pay for, and

pick up, general-admission tickets
at the door before the show or at the
high school main lobby on Monday,
March 10, or Wednesday, March 12,
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Those interested can exchange
March 8 tickets to any one of the
other performances: Thursday,
March 13, at 8 p.m., Friday, March,
14, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, March
15, at 8 p.m.

To exchange for one of these other
performances listed above, e-mail
reptix@comcast.net and include
three items – last name, the word
“Transfer” and the new date of
choice.

New tickets for that day will be
waiting for attendees to pick up be-
fore the performance, or the ex-
change may also be done at one of
the regular pick-up nights this week.

For those without Internet ac-
cess, call Randi Traiman at (908)
322-6533.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents a Double Bill
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its eighth season by presenting a double
bill, featuring New York City-based
artists LipBone Redding and Kelly Flint.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad Street
(corner of North Avenue) in Westfield,
on Saturday, March 15.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16. Advance purchase of tickets is
highly recommended are available
online at lipbone-kelly.eventbrite.com.

A donation of all net proceeds from
this evening’s concert will go to
HomeFirst (formerly known as the In-
terfaith Council for the Homeless).

For more information about the Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series,
the upcoming performance or how to
get involved with the series, visit
coffeewithconscience.org or call (908)
412-9105.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Anyone who doubts
there is a link between talent and genes
needs to run, not walk, to the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
in Westfield.

There, in the Westfield Art Gallery,
people will find an exhibition of paint-
ing, drawing and photography – all
created by three members of one tal-
ented Westfield family named Schwab.

Mary Sue Veerkamp-Schwab’s work
– often inspired by her travels –consists
of oil paintings, original watercolors,
prints from oils and
watercolors, as well
as a sculptural re-
lief.

The sculptural re-
lief “Zebra Family,”
created from clay,
straw and paint, has
garnered quite a lot
of attention at the
exhibit.

It depicts a
mother and baby
zebra.

“It’s funny, you
never know what
people are going to
connect with. It has
become one of the
most popular pieces
in the show,” said
Mrs. Schwab.

“People have
asked me for a
mother and baby elephant, lions, birds
and, of course, dinosaurs,” she contin-
ued.

Interestingly enough, Mrs. Schwab
believes her own artistic talent comes
from her father – if not by way of genes,
then definitely by example. Thomas
Veerkamp was a watercolorist who at-
tended the Art Academy of Cincinnati.

“My father was my first art teacher.
He taught me the value and the joy of
expressing one’s self through painting
and drawing,” she said.

Mrs. Schwab also attended the Art
Academy of Cincinnati, where she met
her husband, Bill.

Mrs. Schwab has had a varied career
in the arts as an art teacher, graphic
designer and storyboard artist.

She now specializes in commissioned
portraits of homes and accepts students
for private lessons.

Bill Schwab is showing prints from
original watercolors and original draw-
ings, as well as oil-on-canvas works at
the NJWA exhibit.

A creative director at many leading
New York advertising agencies, for Mr.
Schwab, art and life are closely inter-
twined.

“Ever since I can remember, I’ve
used a pencil and a piece of paper to
create imagery that expressed my
thoughts,” he said.

“I’ve learned over the years that…the
fine arts and the ‘commercial world’
are more closely related than one might

think, and that exposure to one enriches
the work of the other,” he continued.

Mr. and Mrs. Schwab’s son, Mat-
thew, the photographer of the family, is
hoping his photographs will evoke an
emotional response from viewers.

“I’ve learned through my experience
in the commercial world that technical
excellence is a given,” he said, “but
what distinguishes the best photograph
is an emotional connection between the
viewer and the image. I want to bring
the viewer to that place.”

His mastery of light, color and com-
position imparts a unique narrative to

each photograph.
In essence,

Matthew’s photog-
raphy career began
back in his high
school student days
when he worked
for the Westfield
High School news-
paper, Hi’s Eye.

He later studied
photography at
Glasgow School of
Art in Scotland and
the University of
Hartford in Con-
necticut. He also
studied at Oxford
for one semester.

He currently
works as a profes-
sional photogra-
pher for such cel-
ebrated clients as

the NBA, PBS, Hasbro and Lego.
For the talented Schwabs, art is truly

a family affair.
“Mary Sue and I try to create an

environment in our family where the
arts are valued,” said Mr. Schwab.

In addition to Matthew, the Schwab’s
daughter, Carle, a WHS graduate cur-
rently living in Ohio, paints murals and
teaches scrap-booking workshops.
Another daughter, Laura, is a first-year
vocal performance major in Catholic
University’s Benjamin T. Rome School
of Music.

Another son, Michael, a student at
Edison Intermediate School, studies
trumpet at the NJWA and, according to
Mr. Schwab, excels at drawing.

The family recognizes the important
role that art can play in the community.

“In an environment where funding
for the arts is being drastically cut, and
the value of arts programs in schools is
challenged, I hope that our show will
help demonstrate to what degree the
arts has enriched our family life,” Mr.
Schwab said.

“The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts is a valuable asset to life in Westfield
and surrounding communities,” he con-
tinued.

The Schwab Family Exhibit at NJWA
is running until March 20.

The NJWA, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield, can be
reached at (908) 789 9696 for more
details and hours.

Photo credit Matthew Schwab.
FAMILY OUTING…The Schwab
family has a show at the Westfield Art
Gallery, part of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts. From left to right are
Matthew Schwab, Bill Schwab and
Mary Sue Veerkamp-Schwab. Mrs.
Schwab is holding one of the many
paintings her father painted while serv-
ing in the U.S. Army in the South Pa-
cific during World War II.

When they sing, Ms. Cheng’s voice
ascends effortlessly to the high notes,
blending well with the harmonic, solid
tones of Mr. Tsotsoros.

Matchmaker Goro – wearing an over-
sized jacket and holding a bowler hat
and fan – provides comic relief. There is
nothing frivolous, however, about Mr.
Blossey’s booming, powerful baritone
voice that he uses to full advantage.

Three years after the wedding,
Pinkerton has sailed away. Cio-Cio,
however, has not given up hope that
the lieutenant, who has seemingly
abandoned her, will return. She is

attended to, and consoled by, a faith-
ful maid named Suzuki (Jessica
Grigg). When the lieutenant does re-
turn, surprises and tragedy occur.

Under conductor Hyczko’s com-
manding baton, a brisk tempo in the
marriage scene showcases lovely
flutes, harp and other strings. To Mr.
Hyczko’s credit, an excellent balance
of chorus and instrumentals is main-
tained throughout.

With the support of the professional
orchestra, talented leads handily pre-
sented their characters.

Ms. Grigg’s award–winning velvet
voice —lush and creamy — begs for
more stage time.

As Madame Butterfly, Ms. Cheng
proves herself a sensitive actress and a
gorgeous singer. The familiar “Un bel
di” could not have asked for more pas-
sion in her interpretation. The
orchestra’s crescendo to the finale of
that aria was breathtaking.

The set, designed by Juan Pineda, is
best utilized in the second act when the
house is moved to center stage. The
impact of the visual tableau of mother,
child and maid awaiting the lieutenant’s
return is magnified with an impressive
offstage chorus, soulful strings serenad-
ing with especially mournful cellos.

A relentless tympani signals Ma-
dame Butterfly’s tragic resolve at the
opera’s end.

What a thrill it must be for preteens
and teens (16 in number) to participate
in the Young Artist program of The
Little Opera Company.

Overheard in the lobby at the show’s
end, a father said, “I guess all of those
rehearsals and studying paid off.”

Indeed, they did.

 MADAME BUTTERFLYCONTINUED from Pg. 22CONTINUED from Pg. 22CONTINUED from Pg. 22CONTINUED from Pg. 22CONTINUED from Pg. 22

Victor Davson
“Remember Martin Carter”


