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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times:

March 2, 2004: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School basketball
coach Dan Doherty had his team
ready to play, and play they did as
they delivered Voorhees a 65-36,
spanking in the opening round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament in Scotch Plains. The
physically dominating 15-9 Raid-
ers, led by the dynamic sophomore
duo of Lance Thomas and Derrick
Caracter; amassed an amazing 32-
17 advantage on the boards and
forced the Vikings into committing
18 turnovers.

March 2004: The words “Blue
Devils” in the Westfield High School
boys basketball team’s nickname sig-
nifies “heat” and this year’s Blue
Devils finished with a 16-8 record,
the best since 1977. Senior guard
Jan Cocozziello scored 360, had 37
steals and tied senior forward Joe
Korfmacher in rebounds with 128.

March 14, 2004: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior
matman Derek Francavilla (125-lbs)
led a band of four Raiders into the
NJSIAA State Wrestling Tournament
at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City

and returned home a second-place
medalist. Raider junior Steve Mineo
(130-lbs) took fourth-place and se-
nior Andrew Silber (171-lbs) grabbed
fifth place.

The Raiders had three state cham-
pions in the mid-1960s under Head
Coach Mike Sorrentino, a Union
County Wrestling Hall of Famer.
According to Sorrentino, “Steve
Parker won at 148-lbs in 1963, Harry
Wowchuck won at 141-lbs in 1964
and Rudy Lanza won at 135-lbs in
1965”.

March 2004: In many instances,
other than sports, the bar of achieve-
ment gets lowered in order to reward
mediocrity; however, it was not the
case with this year’s Westfield High
School indoor track girls. The bar of
achievement, instead, was elevated
in a big way as the Blue Devils
shattered nine WHS girls indoor track
records. Figuring in five of those
records was junior Emily MacNeil.
Individually, she broke WHS records
in the 300 meters with a time of 44.2
and the 800 meters at 2:18.4 when
she placed fifth at the Meet of Cham-
pions. MacNeil helped set the WHS
records in the sprint relay, the 4x400
meters and the 4x800.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1983 Woody Allen directed and
starred in Zelig, about a man named
Leonard Zelig who becomes a celeb-
rity in the 1920s due to his ability to
look and act like whoever is around
him. Clever editing places Zelig in
real newsreel footage with Woodrow
Wilson, Babe Ruth, Adolf Hitler and
others. He is “the human chameleon.”

Tom Hanks became an Academy
Award winner in 1994 for his por-
trayal of Forrest Gump, and his epic
journey through life, meeting histori-
cal figures, influencing popular cul-
ture and experiencing first-hand his-
toric events, while largely unaware of
their significance, due to his lower
than average intelligence (IQ of 75).

So that got me to wondering the
other day: Am I Westfield’s Leonard
Gump? Or Forrest Zelig? Think about
it: Unaware of the significance of
anything important, unless it involves
WHS. And it wouldn’t even take
clever editing to place me at nearly
every historic athletic event that’s
happened involving WHS teams over
the past 45 years. Finding me at a
WHS athletic event is like finding
Alfred E. Neuman on the cover of
MAD magazine, or the comic book
hero Tintin at some major world event
back in the 1930s and ’40s, or Alfred
Hitchcock sneaking into a small non-
speaking role in every one of his great
old movies.

To try and verify this, I asked some
faithful readers to come up with lists
of the biggest athletic events they
could recall, and here they are; if I
wasn’t there, it will say Dammit!:

Future NBA star Rick Barry scores
53 points in Roselle Park’s 80-77
overtime win at WHS in 1960.

Future NBA coach/TV analyst
Hubie Brown, then the jayvee coach
at Cranford, tries to have a loud, rowdy
and obnoxious 15-year-old thrown
out of the 1960 Union County Junior
Varsity Tournament!

Pingry’s swim team ends WHS’s
59-meet win streak. It happened on
Jan. 12, 1962 and was WHS’s first
varsity loss of the entire school year!

WHS’s amazing win over Trenton
at Rutgers’ old barn gymnasium in
the 1962 Central Jersey Group 4
championship game.

Plainfield’s 27-7 win over WHS on
Thanksgiving Day 1962, for Gary
Kehler’s first coaching loss.

WHS’s 1963 state swimming cham-
pionship victory, at the Lawrenceville
School. I was there, in lane 6 of the
100-yard freestyle trials!

The 1964 American Legion game
between Westfield and Union when
Charlie Widmer slides in spikes-high
and cuts the Union shortstop’s leg,

Zelig, Gump Imitator
Discovered in Westfield!

causing a full-scale brawl.
Bob Felter puts on a 35-point, 17-

rebound show as WHS eliminates
SP-F 79-69 in a Union County Tour-
nament semifinal.

The Westfield Y hosts (and wins)
the 1965 YMCA Nationals swim-
ming championships. (I even have an
old newspaper photo of me timing in
lane 3, next to Frank Ketcham!)

WHS loses 5-3 to Parsippany in the
1965 Greater Newark Tournament
final at spacious Schools Stadium.
(In the left-field corner with Joe (the
Mailman) Wheatley.)

Doug Murphy scores five touch-
downs in a WHS romp over Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights.

The Westfield American Legion
team plays in a 1966 Fourth of July
Tournament at Bordentown’s Gilder
Field. I was there, with “The Mail-
man” sitting among the trees in the
picnic area, talking with centerfielder
Bobby Flynn between innings.

WHS loses 2-1 to Parsippany in the
1966 Greater Newark Tournament
semifinals in Verona. I was not only
there, but I’m here to report that “Ani-
mal” Eddie Down held onto the ball,
and that the Redskin runner still has
never reached home plate!

Steve Schmitt, representing the
Westfield Y at the 1970 Y National
swim meet in Springfield, Ill., grabs
the college coed presenting the med-
als after his race and plants a major
liplock on her as the crowd gasps!

The 1970 state American Legion
tournament championship game at
Mennen Field in Morris Township,
when Morristown and Pete Helt edges
Westfield and Skeeter MacCloskey,
3-2. First baseman Jeff Frey of Scotch
Plains hit two HRs for Westfield’s
runs.

WHS wins 12-6 over Plainfield on
Thanksgiving Day 1971, in the leg-
endary Ice Bowl. Even the Green Bay
Packers would’ve postponed in that
weather, but not Gary Kehler.

Super-WHS fan Al Pfeiffer is
ejected by referee Bill Dioguardi from
a state playoff basketball game at
neutral-site WHS between
Phillipsburg Catholic and St. Patrick
(or was it St. Mary?) of Elizabeth.
(Swear to God!) I’ll never forget the
smiles on the faces of John Lay and
Gary Kehler as they escorted Al out
of the gym … and straight upstairs to
a room where he could still watch the
game, and continue to yell at
Dioguardi.

WHS wins 44-42 in overtime over
Triton in the 1972 state Group 4 bas-
ketball championship game at
Princeton University.

Scott Novacek’s last-second 55-
foot heave beats SP-F (and former
WHS coach Joe Coleman) 52-50 at
the Raiders’ Roost in 1973.

WHS loses 60-57 to Weequahic in
the 1973 sectional tourney at SP-F.
Fact: both schools showed up for the
game in their white uniforms so WHS
had to wear SP-F’s blue uniforms!
Timmy Goski put on an offensive
show against all-stater Wilbur Ross.

Chris Campbell finishes 26-0 in his
only season of varsity wrestling with
a tough 4-1 victory over Howell’s
Nils Deacon in the 1973 state cham-
pionships.

WHS wins 14-7 over SP-F in 1973
when a last-second SP-F touchdown
pass was negated by a penalty, and
made “Backfield in Motion” the No.
1 song in town!

Two weeks later WHS stops Nutley
four times at the goal line in the
fourth quarter of a scoreless tie be-
tween the state’s No. 1 and 2 teams,
before nearly 15,000 fans at the Nutley
Oval. I was in the end zone of the
goal-line stand, about 12 yards from
the action!

A week later, Montclair ends
WHS’s state-record 48-game un-
beaten streak at Woodman Field.

The 1975 NCAA Wrestling Cham-
pionships at Princeton, when Chris
Campbell, a sophomore at Iowa, loses
5-4 to Lehigh’s Mike Lieberman in
the 177-pound final. (I actually had a
photographer’s pass, so I was right on
the edge of the mat!)

The Mud Bowl on Thanksgiving
Day 1975, when WHS salvages a
winning season with a sloppy, muddy,
fumble-filled 9-6 victory over
Plainfield.

SP-F’s Renaldo (Skeets) Nehemiah
(21.4) edges WHS’s Butch Woolfolk
(21.8) and Frank Kelly (21.9) in per-
haps the greatest dual-meet 220-yard
dash in history on May 4, 1977.

WHS wins 33-12 over Barringer in
the 1977 North 2 Group 4 football
title game before over 32,000-plus
fans at Giants Stadium.

WHS’s swim team ends a 12-year
losing streak to Lawrenceville School
in 1978, before a packed-to-the-rafters
crowd at Wallace Pool.

WHS’s foursome of Allen Smith,
Frank Kelly, Brion Gray and Butch
Woolfolk captures the Championship
of America 4x100 title at the Penn
Relays in 1978. (Dammit!)

Plainfield wins 20-3 over WHS on
Thanksgiving Day 1982, in Gary
Kehler’s final game.

The 1985 state Group 4 softball
final, when a 30-win WHS team loses
1-0 to Washington Township at Mer-
cer County Park.

The WHS boys lacrosse teams cap-
tures the first of two straight state
championships with a 12-6 win over
Bridgewater-Raritan East.

Rich Andrews becomes the first
WHS swimmer to break a minute in
the 100-yard breaststroke during the
1986 state championships at
Princeton’s old Dillon Pool.

The 1988 state Group 4 softball
final, Carol Donner’s final game as
coach, when WHS falls short against
Cherokee.

The 1990 state finals, when Camden
Catholic ends the WHS girls’ state-
record 74-meet winning streak 90-
80.

The 1990 Group 4 wrestling final
at Hunterdon Central, when WHS
falls to Madison Central (now Old
Bridge) 39-18 in the title match.

The 1991 swim matchup between
WHS and St. Joseph of Metuchen,
when the Devils hand the Falcons
their first loss to a New Jersey public
school in 14 years, a meet that in-
cluded a mini-fight at the end of the
500 freestyle, guys passing out after
races and the meet being decided on
a touch-out by .04 of a second in the
final event.

The 1992 state swimming final,
when WHS ends St. Joseph’s 12-year
reign as state champions and stakes
its claim as possibly New Jersey’s
greatest team ever.

WHS’s foursome of Lawrence Ho,
John O’Brien, Ted Kilcommons and
Matt Elmuccio captures the Champi-
onship of Americas distance medley
at the 1995 Penn Relays (Dammit!)

WHS’s string of 42 consecutive
Union County swimming champion-
ships ends as SP-F sweeps all three
relays, two in come-from-behind
style, in 1999. (Dammit!) … oh wait,
I was there.

Swimmers Ryan Bartholomew,
Vinny Shen, Zach Coppa and Chris
Heinen break a 38-year-old meet
record in the 200 freestyle relay at the
2003 Union County championships.

WHS holds off Cherry Hill East
90-80 and wins the 2004 state swim
championship, its 20th, a state record
it had shared with the great Trenton
teams of the ’30s and ’40s.

The 2007 WHS boys tennis team
finishes up a 30-0 season with a win
over Newark Academy in the Tourna-
ment of Champions. And also the
even more thrilling win over West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the
Group 4 final.

Alexi Kuska, Suzanne Lemberg,
Liz Hawkins, Meredith Smith, Emily
Budnick, Lauren Sullivan, Catherine
Maguire, Kate Heffernan and Becky
DeLaFuente rewriting the girls swim-
ming record board the entire 2008
season.

Erin Miller hitting a first-period
foul shot against Elizabeth to become
the all-time leading scorer at WHS,
male or female, breaking the old mark
set by my classmate Bob King.

The Westfield boys and girls swim
teams put on an historic – and fast as
hell – performance to sweep the A
Division titles, which had never hap-
pened in the 22-year history of the
Team Tournament.

OK, we could go on and on, but you
get the point.

So, does anybody else see a poten-
tial movie here? But who would play
the lead role, the Leonard Gump/
Forrest Zelig guy? How about Marlon
Brando? From Johnny in The Wild
One (“What are you rebelling against
Johnny?” “What have you got?”) to
his portrayal of the fat, bald Colonel
Kurtz in Apocolypse Now, Marlon
has me covered. Or maybe Dennis
Hopper, as Shooter in Hoosiers?
Mickey Rourke in Diner? Drew
Carey?

And can somebody check to see if
Sean Penn is available to play superfan
Sal Vella?

IN PASSING
Former WHS Booster Club presi-

dent Jim Stein passed away at age 83
last week in Manchester Township,
Ocean County. Stein’s son Craig was
a fine two-way end on the 1967 WHS
football team that went 6-2-1. He was
the favorite receiving target of quar-
terback Bob Brewster.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 
www.LoisSchneiderRealtor.com

MOUNTAINSIDE. $1,090,000. For the architecture 
aficionado and purist, this custom Contemporary home 
boasts clean lines, outstanding views and meticulous 
surrounds.  Features include vaulted ceilings, balconies 
galore, entryway with Koi pond, floor-to-ceiling       
windows and much more. Built with every conceivable 
amenity in mind.  4 beds, 3.1 baths. Web#1183 Contact 
Virginia Jordan at GJordan@loisschneiderrealtor.com

RE/MAX
Properties Unlimited 

200 North Ave East, Westfield NJ 
908-233-9292 

Congratulates

#1 Agent   Westfield Office   2007 

Scott Gleason, CRS

Camie,
I am proud to celebrate over 10 years as a RE/MAX Realtor.  Moving 
my practice to your Westfield Office was my greatest career decision 
yet!  My first full year here has been the most successful year of my 
Realtor life. 
The RE/MAX business model supplies the tools and decision making 
latitude for me to give the most passionate, most creative service to 
my clients.  Through buyers and sellers markets, it has been my 
proud pleasure to deliver on our promise to the public “Outstanding 
Agents, Outstanding Results.” 

Call 908-518-5456 or visit www.WestfieldLife.com
to have the Scott Gleason Team help you maximize 
your real estate selling or buying success. 

“Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results.” 
To enjoy success and  autonomy like Scott’s, Call Camie Delaney    

today for your confidential interview.  908-518-5442 

Francesca Azzara
908-233-8924

www.njhouses2buy.com

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West

908-233-0065

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct

908-233-7922: Fax

Kay Gragnano

Buy It Now

New Construction

Westfield . . . Manor Style Colonial with 5 Bedrooms and 4 full baths.  This

fine quality residence offers a flowing floor plan finished with Buontempo luxury

millwork, gourmet kitchen and fabulous bathrooms.

Offered at $1,300,000.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 10


