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www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 
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“Beware the ides of March”
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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BREARLEY’S BOYDEN WINS 215-LB CHAMPIONSHIP

Barnes, Kania, Cannon Fall
In NJSIAA Mat Tournament

DOUGHER, DECATALDO BANG THE 3’S IN BUNCHES

Raiders Leap to Group Finals,
Rip Wayne Valley Boys, 71-56

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Qualifying for the NJSIAA Wres-
tling Tournament in Atlantic City,
held on March 7 through March 9,
has been quite an achievement for
Westfield High School juniors John
Barnes and Joe Kania, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood senior Trevor Can-
non. Advancing was not in the cards
for the trio, who lost in the prelimi-
nary round, but the experience was
one they can remember for the rest of
their lives.

Competing in the 125-lb class,

Barnes, who placed second in Region
3, put his 27-7 record on the line
against High Point’s Tyler Forbeck,
who entered with a 35-4 record.
Forbeck put Barnes on the defensive
immediately with a takedown and a
pair of nearfalls to carry a 7-0 lead
into the second period. Barnes took

the top position and controlled
Forbeck throughout the entire second
period. He made several attempts to
turn him to his back but Forbeck
clammed tightly and drew a stalling
warning. Barnes chose top in the third
period in an attempt to turn the tiring
Forbeck. But time was running down,
forcing Barnes to take chances.
Forbeck capitalized and added a re-
versal to grab a 9-0 decision.

“It’s been great to get down here.
Unfortunately, I didn’t make it out of
the first round but I’m doing a lot

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning a North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship was not
enough for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team.

Seniors Danny DeCataldo and
Bryan Dougher banged 3-pointers in
bunches during the first half to lead
the 22-6 Raiders to a 71-56 victory
over 20-10 Wayne Valley in the Group
3 semifinal round at East Orange
Campus on March 3. The Raiders
were to face Timber Creek in the
Group 3 finals at Rutgers Athletic
Center (RAC) on March 9.

On March 4, the Raiders defeated
Colonia, 59-39, for their first sec-

tional crown since 1960. Dougher hit
26 points in that game but his 33-
point scoring exhibition, which in-
cluded five 3-pointers and a 2-pointer
in the second quarter, along with
DeCataldo’s three 3-pointers in the
first quarter, sent the Valley boys reel-
ing.

“It motivated us. We didn’t want to
settle for that. We wanted to get more.
We wanted to get to the ‘RAC’ on
Sunday, win the state championship
then go to the TOC (Tournament of
Champions),” said Dougher, who was
10-for-10 from the free throw line.

The first thing the Raiders needed
to do was control Valley boy point
guard Jason Rosenberg (13 points)
and center Chris Pantale (14 points).

They did have some difficulty in the
first half, as Rosenberg found Pantale
underneath for 10 of his points. In the
second half, however, Raider Lordly
Okarter (5 points) effectively pres-
sured Pantale.

“Their point guard, Jason
Rosenberg, is real good. He’s real
quick. We wanted to stop his penetra-
tion. The first half we were helping a
lot on his penetration and he was
kicking to the big guy, Pantale, and he
was getting easy buckets. The second
half, we stopped helping and we were
forcing him to go the whole way to
the basket. I think that helped a lot,”
said Dougher.

“He (Pantale) is a very strong and

ERIN MILLER FINISHES WITH 1,580 CAREER POINTS

Blue Devils Mark End of Era,
Begin Another in Girls Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years ago freshmen Erin
Miller, Gab O’Leary and Stephanie
Slodycka were facing a Westfield
High School girls basketball program
that had a 0-23 record the year before.
Their work was cut out for them but,
with the addition of several talented
players over that span of time, this
year’s Blue Devils captured their first
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship, while finishing with a
17-7 record.

But those freshmen had to take the
first step and that step was to get a
victory. It came when Miller scored
33 points in a 79-57 victory over St.
Dominic in Westfield on December
20, 2004. That step led to a 9-13
record, but more was needed. The
next year, with the addition of Tara
Handza, Gab Jakub, Charlotte
O’Leary, Cyndyl Matthew and Keri
Pringle, the Blue Devils jumped to a
14-10 season and qualified for the
state sectional tournament.

“The other girls around them started

to notice that there was a prescription
to winning,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino. “It was about com-
mitment, hard work and going to the
gym and getting stronger.”

Last year, freshman Diana Venezia
entered the varsity lineup and the
team qualified for the sections, just
missed winning the UCT title by los-
ing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood in over-
time and finished with a 19-9 record
(tied for the most in WHS girls his-
tory). Venezia scored 183 points and

Raiders Win Group 3 Crown
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NJSIAA Wrestling at AC
SPF/Wayne Valley Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Raider Bryan Dougher, No. 21, drives toward the basket in the Group 3 semifinal game
against Wayne Valley. Dougher banged in five 3-pointers and a 2-pointer in the second quarter and finished with 33 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO SHED A CRAB RIDE…Blue Devil junior John Barnes, front, attempts to release himself from a crab
ride during his 125-lb preliminary round bout with High Point’s Tyler Forbeck.


