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“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 
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At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Joseph Di Francesco, 90, War Veteran;
Was Founding Member of St. Helen’s

Joseph J. Di Francesco, 90, of Toms
River died on Saturday, March 8.

Born and raised in Westfield, he
had lived there until retiring to Toms
River 20 years ago.

Mr. Di Francesco operated the Road
Construction Company of Westfield,
which was started by his father.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he took part in the
invasions of Tunisia, Sicily and
Normandy.

He was a long-time member of the
Scotch Plains Italian American Club
and a founding member of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Surviving are his wife of 55 years,
Eva Massa Di Francesco; a son, Jo-
seph L. Di Francesco; two daughters,
Teresa Di Francesco and Anita
Herguth, and three grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, March
12, at St. Helen’s Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to a favorite charity.
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Library to Hold Concert
Featuring Celtic Music

Youth of Red Cross
Commence Food Drive

WESTFIELD – The youth volun-
teers at the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross
are hosting a food drive to help replen-
ish area food pantries that serve fami-
lies in need. Area residents are asked
to donate non-perishable food items
such as canned meats and vegetables,
boxed items, pastas, cereals, rice, juice
and drink mixes (no glass items).

Items can be dropped off at the
chapter house, located at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield, between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
For more information, call the chap-
ter at (908) 232-7090 or send an e-
mail to johnsonsafety@comcast.net.

Single Jewish Friends
To Visit Pub and Grill
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, March 23, at
noon at the Fox and Hound Pub and
Grill, located at 250 Menlo Park
Drive (inside Menlo Park Mall fac-
ing Route 1) in Edison. The cost is
$3 plus the price of a meal off the
menu and tip. Interested persons are
asked to respond by calling Roberta
at (908) 668-8450.

FANWOOD – To help celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day, the Fanwood Memorial
Library will present nationally recog-
nized vocalist, songwriter and guitar-
ist Pamela Wyn Shannon and Grammy
Award-winning fiddler Lisa Gutkin.

They will perform traditional and
original pastoral folk music at the
library on Wednesday, March 19, from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Selections will in-
clude music from Ireland and the
British Isles, as well as songs in
Gaelic, among other pieces.

Ms. Wyn Shannon’s vocal style
ranges from lilting sensitivity to ur-
gent callings, and her modal guitar
work has been described as “a tiny
chamber orchestra working in unison
at the end of her hands.”

Her music has been used for docu-
mentaries on A and E Biography and
on the History Channel. She has per-
formed and recorded with Roger
McGuinn of the Byrds, Davy Graham
and musicians from Solas, Kila, Cher-
ish the Ladies, the Klezmatics, Whirli-
gig and Afro-Celt Sound System.

Ms. Gutkin, an Irish and klezmer

fiddler, has toured with Whirligig and
the Klezmatics. She has composed
and recorded music for film, radio
and television. In addition to her ap-
pearance on “Sex and the City,” she
has performed and recorded with such
musicians as Tommy Sands, John
Whelan, Cathie Ryan, Shawn Colvin
and Susanna Vega.

The library is located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road. To reserve a
seat for this free program, call (908)
322-6400. This concert is among the
events paid for from funds raised by
the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, a non-profit organization that
supports library programs and services.
For more information on the Friends
organization, contact Carol Campell
at campell@verizon.net or (908) 322-
9179.

Pamela Wyn Shannon Lisa Gutkin

Library Event to Look
At New Cooking Ideas
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will present a
program on new cooking ideas, in-
cluding a recipe swap, on Tuesday,
March 25, at 7 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room.

Participants will be offered a tour
of the library’s cookbook collection
and learn how to harness its catalog,
and the Internet, to find the kinds of
recipes they are looking for.

They also will swap springtime
recipes and learn how to organize and
share their recipes online. As a special
bonus, attendees will be able to sample
a dessert. Participants are asked to
bring a copy of their favorite recipe
with them to the program to share
with everyone.

Registration is required. To reserve
a space, call (908) 322-5007, exten-
sion no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. All programs at
the library are free and open to every-
one. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue. For more details or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

Local Students Lead Relay
In Fight Against Cancer

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eliann Shadmi
and Jessica Feldman, co-chairmen of
Student Movement Against Cancer
(SMAC), along with their committee
raised more than $61,000 for Relay
for Life at the Union County Magnet
and Allied Health High Schools in
Scotch Plains last week.

Relay for Life is an overnight
fundraising event of the American
Cancer Society, designed to raise
awareness of prevention and detec-
tion of cancer along with services for
those battling the disease. This year’s
event was held March 7 to 8 from 7
p.m. to 7 a.m.

The girls worked for months plan-
ning the event under the guidance of
teacher/advisor Debbie LeBrun. Both
girls feel a personal connection to the
cause, having family members
struggle and overcome the disease,
while losing loved ones as well.

Jessica’s uncle currently is in re-
mission for his cancer. Eliann’s aunt
has undergone treatment for breast
cancer, while her grandfather fought
lung cancer. Both are cancer-free.

Working with the girls was fresh-
man Dylan Lang, committee vice-
chairman, and the other members of

SMAC. The students are thankful for
the overwhelming support from the
community.

Last year, the school raised $42,000
to exceed its goal of $30,000. This
earned the school a third place award
for most money raised per capita. This
year, students set the bar higher with a
goal of $60,000, which was met.

The theme this year was “Mission
Possible,” a takeoff from the movie.
Students were fingerprinted and given
identity cards to accept their “mis-
sions,” classrooms were set up with
theme-based video games, posters of
action movies adorned the building,
there was a midnight theme-based
scavenger hunt and disk jockeys
played throughout the night.

Jessica raised $1,500 in 2007 and
2008. Eliann raised $4,700 in 2007,
gaining a place in the American Can-
cer Society “All Star” program for
those raising more than $2,500, and
maintained her all-star status for 2008.
Both girls contribute $200 of their
own money to their campaigns. It is a
cause that they are passionate about.
Every dollar the school raised goes
toward fighting cancer in the com-
munity.

RELAYING SUCCESS…Eliann Shadmi, left, and Jessica Feldman are pictured
at the 2008 Relay for Life kickoff ceremony (held in fall of 2007) accepting the
third place National Award for most money raised per capita. They planned their
school’s second annual American Cancer Society Relay for Life event that was
held March 7 to 8 and raised more than $61,000 for the American Cancer Society.

College Club to Hold
Fashion Show-Lunch
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present its annual fashion show/lun-
cheon fundraiser, on Sunday, April 13,
to provide college scholarships for
young women in these communities.

This year’s event, featuring a tropi-
cal cruise theme, will be held from
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club. The club
is located at 1607 Shackamaxon Drive
in Scotch Plains.

Miss New Jersey, Amy Polumbo,
will lead the “cruise ship runway”
with swimwear ensembles by Ev-
erything but Water, a boutique at
the Short Hills Mall. Spring and
summer fashions from Lord & Tay-
lor will complete the featured ward-
robe possibilities.There also will
be “mainland shopping” at an “Is-
land Gift Shop,” gift baskets and
auction items. Tickets are $40 and
may be purchased by calling Gin-
ger Rachko at (908) 889-4195.

Amy Polumbo

Club Plans Workshop
On Flower Arranging
FANWOOD – The College Club of

Fanwood-Scotch Plains will meet on
Monday, March 17, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Fanwood Recreation Center in
Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

After a brief business meeting,
award-winning florist Carol Schirm
will offer a flower-arranging work-
shop. She will teach audience mem-
bers how to analyze, prepare and cre-
ate flower arrangements. Club mem-
bers and guests will have the opportu-
nity to create table centerpieces.

Members of the public are invited to
attend this meeting. The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains provides
scholarships to women of high school
and college age who reside in the
community. For information about
becoming a member, call the member-
ship chairperson at (908) 889-4942 or
e-mail CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Church Announces Auction
To Benefit Needy Campers

AREA – An auction will be held on
Saturday, March 29, at 6:30 p.m. at
the United Church of Christ, located
at 220 West Seventh Street in
Plainfield. This fundraiser will ben-
efit “Camp Discovery” in Plainfield,
providing eight-week scholarships
to 40 local youngsters in need. Live
and silent auctioning will be fea-
tured. Approximately 200 items and
services will be available for bid.

Included will be collectibles and
decorative pieces, personal and
household services, entertaining and
“how-to” classes, gift baskets val-

ued at over $250 and various retail
and professional donations (includ-
ing gift certificates from a local wed-
ding planner, children’s tutor, musi-
cal performers, gardener, music
teacher, Reiki master, massage thera-
pists and attorneys). Also to be auc-
tioned off are both weekend and one-
week vacation accommodations.

Tickets are $5 in advance and $10
at the door. Wine, cheese and light
desserts will be included in the ticket
price. For tickets and a complete list
of offerings to date, call Bill C. at
(908) 531-4979 or Peg T. at (732)
996-7359. Continued donations of
items and services for this event are
welcome.

LUNCH BUNCH…Every Tuesday, Franklin Elementary School students in
Westfield reach out to those in need by donating lunches to St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center in Elizabeth. This “Two Lunch Tuesday” program is a service
project launched by the Franklin School Student Council. Each week, all students
are encouraged to bring an extra brown-bag lunch to school on Tuesday, and
council representatives collect them for parent volunteers to transport to St.
Joseph’s. Pictured, collecting lunches, from left to right, are: Franklin fourth
graders Sarai Rosenberg, Isabella Gelfand, Abbie Hurwitz, Derek Lu and Mark
Kudla.

‘Tea Lady’ to Visit
JCC For Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host a program on
Wednesday, March 26, at 11 a.m. on
the 18th-Century Tea Experience.

Tea historian Stacey Roth, known
informally as “The Tea Lady,” will
give a multifaceted presentation in-
corporating history, tea lore, songs,
poetry, a living history display and
demonstrations.

All are welcome to attend this free
program, made possible by a grant
from the Horizons Speakers Bureau
of the New Jersey Council for the
Arts. The JCC of Central New Jersey
is located at 1391 South Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Lunch after the
program is available for $1.75.

Registration for lunch is due by
Monday, March 24. For more details
or to register for lunch, contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207. Infor-
mation also is available at jccnj.org.

NAMI Event to Feature
‘In Our Own Voice’

AREA – The Union County Chap-
ter of NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) will present a free
program entitled “In Our Own Voice:
Living with Mental Illness.”

It will begin at 7:45 p.m. (doors
open at 7:30 p.m.) on Tuesday, March
25, at the Osceola Presbyterian Church,
located at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.

Two trained presenters, recovering
from mental illness, will share their
personal experiences and offer insight
on how they cope with the realities of
their disorders while reclaiming pro-
ductive lives. Time will be allocated
for questions and discussion.

This program is offered as a way to
help individuals think about and frame
their own journeys of recovery. It also
is designed to help family members
and others gain greater awareness
from those who have been there that
recovery from mental illness can be
an ongoing reality. Refreshments will
be served. For more information, if
weather is inclement, or to join NAMI,
call (908) 233-1628. Information on
the organization also is available at
nami-nj-uc.org.

Westfield Resident Begins
Inaugural NCCC Project

WESTFIELD – Chelsea Carlson
of Westfield deployed on March 3 to
begin work on her first service project
of the year with the National Civil-
ian Community Corps (NCCC), an
AmeriCorps program.

Founded in 1994, AmeriCorps
NCCC is a residential national ser-
vice program created to assist with
disaster relief, improve the environ-
ment, enhance education, increase
public safety and address unmet hu-
man needs.

Ms. Carlson arrived in Denver,
Colo. and began training on Febru-
ary 4 for 10 months of full-time
service with AmeriCorps NCCC.
This training emphasized teamwork,
leadership development, communi-
cation, service learning and certifi-
cation by the American Red Cross.

As a Corps member, Ms. Carlson
will be responsible for completing a
series of six- to eight-week service
projects as part of a 10- to 12-person
team. Her first service project will
end in mid-April, at which time she
will change locations and begin a
new project.

Twenty-nine teams composed of
309 Corps members and team lead-
ers will begin service projects this
week. Fifteen of the teams will travel
to continuing hurricane recovery
projects on the Gulf Coast. Ten of
the teams will travel to service
projects throughout the central
United States.

The remaining four teams will
work on projects in the greater Den-
ver area. The two other NCCC cam-
puses are located in Perry Point, Md.
and Sacramento, Calif., each of
which is a hub for its respective area
of the country, though teams will
travel to other regions for disaster
relief projects.

Before joining the NCCC, Ms.
Carlson attended Westfield High
School and the University of Rhode
Island, which she attended for one
year.

“I choose to do a term of national
service because I feel I am ready to
dedicate my time to a good cause. I
love doing service for others and it is
a huge part of my background,” Ms.
Carlson said.

She is the daughter of Rich and
Kathy Carlson.

AmeriCorps NCCC members, all
18 to 24 years old, must complete at
least 1,700 hours of service during
the 10-month program. In exchange
for their service, they receive $4,725
to help pay for college. Other ben-
efits include a small living stipend,
room and board. For more informa-
tion about AmeriCorps NCCC, visit
the organization’s website at
americorps.gov/nccc.

Leona M. Karlen, 83
Leona M. (Metz) Karlen, 83, of

Westfield died on Friday, March 7, at
home.

Raised in Newark, she had resided
in Elizabeth for 40 years before mov-
ing to Westfield 12 years ago.

Mrs. Karlen was a graduate of St.
Michael’s High School in Newark
and attended Newark State College.
She had been an elementary school
teacher at St. Patrick’s, Blessed Sac-
rament and St. Hedwig’s schools in
Elizabeth, St. Elizabeth School in
Linden and St. John the Apostle
School in Clark.

Her husband of 54 years, Victor J.
Karlen, predeceased her in 2002.

Surviving is her daughter, Dr. Janice
M. Karlen.

Private funeral services were held
on Tuesday, March 11. Interment took
place at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery
in East Hanover.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Savas Emanuel, 76
Savas “Sam” Emanuel, 76, of

Westfield died on Friday, March 7, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Akron, Ohio, he lived in
Westfield for the last 40 years.

A United States Army veteran of
the Korean Conflict, Mr. Emanuel
had been a professional civil engi-
neer with Steinman Engineering in
New York. He was a graduate of the
Brooklyn Polytechnical Institute.

He coached youth soccer in
Westfield and was a former “Father
of the Year” at the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield.

Surviving are his wife, Olga (Bilitz)
Emanuel; three sons, Michael
Emanuel, Paul Emanuel and Chris-
tian Emanuel; a sister, Louela Bonner,
and two grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 10, at the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church. Inter-
ment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
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