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Police Academy Begins
Alternate Route Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
has announced that the John H.
Stamler Police Academy will offer
the alternate route basic police pro-
gram in the next police recruit class
beginning on or about July 18.

“One of the project’s goals is to
create a pool of trained officers [that]
could then be hired by local police
departments, sparing municipalities
the costs associated with training a
police officer,” Mr. Romankow said.

“The alternate route program was
first offered as a pilot project at the
academy in 1993,” said Hillside Po-
lice Chief Robert Quinlan, president
of the Union County Police Chiefs
Association. “One hundred percent
of all alternate route candidates gradu-
ating from the academy are in excel-
lent position to obtain jobs in law
enforcement,” he added.

Candidates completing a written
examination and review process be-
come part of the academy’s regular
police training class.

Academy Director Sandy Danco
said, “The alternate route recruits re-
ceive the same instruction as the regu-
lar police cadets during the 20-week
training session.” The training courses
include firearms, weapons of mass
destruction, terrorism, use of force,
court procedures, crime prevention,
community relations, juvenile crime,
domestic violence, the state criminal
code, drug enforcement, crash injury
management, crime scene manage-
ment and constitutional law.”

“The academy functions much like
a military basic-training course,” Mr.
Danco said. The alternate route and
regular police cadets wear the same
uniforms and must adhere to a strict
military regimen, including daily
physical training.

“All alternate route candidates must
have a minimum of 60 college credits at
an institution of higher learning.” Mr.
Romankow said. “The alternate route
candidates are not guaranteed a posi-
tion by completing the program but
will have met all the state requirements
necessary to become police officers.”

Seventy percent of the program is
open to in-county residents, and 30
percent may come from outside the
county. The tuition for the course is
$1,270. Alternate Route candidates
demonstrating financial hardship will
be given one year, from the time they
obtain a position in law enforcement,
to pay the tuition.

These candidates can also receive
12 credits if they enroll in a course at
Union County College.

“Two hundred and thirteen people

have participated in the program since
its inception; and so far, we have an
excellent placement rate,” Mr.
Romankow said.

Starting on March 3, anyone inter-
ested in applying for the Alternate
Route program may pick up an appli-
cation in person at the Police Acad-
emy, located at 1776 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains.

When an applicant completes the
application and makes a payment of
$60 to cover the initial application and
test fee, he or she will be given a study
guide. For further information, con-
tact Mr. Danco at (908) 889-6112. All
applications must be returned on or
before 1 p.m. on Monday, March 31.

Aging Div. Sets Dates
For Outreach Program

COUNTY — The Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision on Aging, will bring its out-
reach services program for senior
adults to Linden, Plainfield and
Cranford during the month of March.

Division on Aging staff will assist
seniors with information and help in
applying for a variety of government
assistance programs, including gas and
electric support (LIFE LINE), phar-
maceutical assistance (PAAD) and
home energy assistance (HEAP).
There will also be screening for Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) eligi-
bility and information about the Se-
nior Health Insurance Program (SHIP).

The Outreach Services Program
will visit the following
locations:Thursday, March 13, from
11 a.m. to noon at the Murawski
Towers, 1551 Dill Avenue, Linden;
Friday, March 14, from 1 to 2 p.m. at
the Plainfield Towers, 601 West Sev-
enth Street, Plainfield; and Saturday,
March 19, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
Cranford Gill Senior Apartments, 40
Meeker Avenue, Cranford.

For  information, call the division’s
toll-free number, (888) 280-8226.

GO TO YOUR ROOM…Union County officials take a tour of the new juvenile
detention center in Linden. The $39-million facility, 72,000-square-foot facility
will serve up 76 detainees. The facility is set to open next month.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
 The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario 
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, 
Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar 

entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The Westwood in 
Garwood on Thursday, March 13, 2008 and Saturday, March 15, 2008.  Mr. 
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 35 years, Mr. 

Outhwaite for over 17 years and Ms. Capalbo for over 4 years, will review the 
law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning separation, 
divorce, division of assets, domestic violence and post-divorce Court review of 
alimony and child support as well as the law governing civil unions.   

 
 Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an 
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce mediation offers 
the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully 

protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 
 
 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or 

if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this 
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may 
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.  

Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Westwood 

438 North Avenue  

Garwood, New Jersey 07027 

908-789-0808 

www.thewestwood.com 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200      

Refreshments will be served 

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Freeholders Comment
On Closing of Muhlenberg

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — County officials
have requested information on the
number of patients treated at the emer-
gency room, and those that have to be
admitted, at Muhlenberg Medical
Hospital in Plainfield. The 130-year-
old hospital announced it would close
by the end of the year, after posting a
budget shortfall of $19 million last
year.

“This is a regional issue,” said Free-
holder Rick Proctor, the health of-
ficer for Scotch Plains and Rahway.
He said the hospital’s coverage area
includes Plainfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, as well as parts of Somerset
and Middlesex Counties.

He said the hospital’s closing would
mean that the practice of providing
medical care to those without insur-
ance, referred to as “charitable care,”
would shift to other regional hospi-
tals, thus causing a loss of revenue for
those facilities.

Officials said Robert Wood Uni-
versity Hospital at Rahway, Trinitas
Hospital in Elizabeth, Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit and JFK Medical
Center in Edison would have to pick
up the void left by Muhlenberg’s clos-
ing.

Mr. Proctor said the closing of other
hospitals, including Union Hospital,
presents a health issue to the county.

“We are going to be critically short
of hospital beds in a very short time,”
Mr. Proctor said.

“It does present a serious health
issue on the part of our county” in that
services are being cut, Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada said.

Frank Guzzo, the county’s human
services director, said a representa-
tive of Solaris Health systems, which
operates the 396-bed acute care facil-
ity at Muhlenberg, in addition to JFK,
told him only 25 percent of these
patients treated last year at the hospi-
tal were “private pay” insured pa-
tients, with the remaining patients
being “non-compensated” persons.

A Star-Ledger article reported that
Muhlenberg treats 35,000 patients a
year and has a workforce of 1,100,
including 350 affiliated physicians.

He said Solaris has filed a “certifi-
cate of need” with the state to close
the hospital. Mr. Guzzo said
Muhlenberg’s nursing school would
stay open but that the hospital’s emer-
gency room services “will be severely
limited” as patients would no longer
be admitted, thus creating a “real
hardship” for area residents, espe-
cially in Plainfield.

While the level of emergency ser-
vices that might still be handled after
the hospital no longer admits patients
is undetermined, Mr. Guzzo said from

what he has heard, the closing of
Muhlenberg “is a done deal.”

Freeholder Chester Holmes, a
Rahway resident, asked if
Muhlenberg’s vendors faced a loss of
revenue due to outstanding bills to
the hospital.

“They (Muhlenberg) are still pay-
ing their bills. They are not going into
bankruptcy, Chapter 11,” Mr. Guzzo
replied.

Freeholder Rayland Van Blake, a
Plainfield resident, said he was “se-
verely disappointed” in Solaris deci-
sion to close Muhlenberg.

“This (Muhlenberg’s closing) is a
much bigger issue, certainly, than the
monetary issues,” Mr. Van Blake said,
noting that residents might have to
travel another 20 minutes by car to
reach the next closest hospital.

He urged the freeholder board to
do whatever it could to keep the
hospital’s doors open. Mr. Van Blake
said he was in touch with Assembly-
man Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield),
who has formed a task force to ad-
dress the issue.

“I will speak to Assemblyman
Green tonight (March 6) to see what
we can do to support his efforts,” Mr.
Van Blake said.

When asked whether he knew the
hospital’s closing was imminent,
Freeholder Rick Proctor said, “I was
surprised when I heard it.”

In other business, Dennis Kobitz,
deputy administrator for the Union
County Board of Elections, told the
board that Princeton University has
agreed to review voting machines used
by the county in the recent Presiden-
tial Primary Election to determine
how voting results from the machine’s
cartridges and paper printouts dif-
fered.

He said the manufacturer of the
voting machines, Sequoia Voting Sys-
tems, has blamed the miscounts on
poll worker error, saying they pressed
incorrect buttons prior to people vot-
ing in either the Republican or Demo-
cratic races, thus causing incorrect
voter turnout totals.

The board is set to vote tonight to
approve a resolution to support NJ
Transit’s proposal to operate dual-
mode train cars on the Raritan Valley
line during off-peak hours and week-
ends, creating a “one-seat” to Penn
Station New York. One of NJ Transit’s
major projects is the construction of a
second transit tunnel to New York.

“This (ARC) is a project that has to
occur. It’s a multi-billion dollar
project,” Mr. Sullivan, a member of
the North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority, said.

The Access Region Core (ARC)
project is scheduled for completion
by 2017.

Task Force to Address
Muhlenberg’s Closing

PLAINFIELD – Assemblyman
Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield), last
week, convened the first meeting of
the Health Care Task Force to address
the provision and access to priority
health services after Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center closes.

“While it would be my hope that
Muhlenberg could remain open, we
must be realistic and begin to plan for
our community if the hospital does
indeed close,” Mr. Green said.

The task force met in Plainfield
and included Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs and the chief ex-
ecutive officers from Solaris Health
System and Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center, Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, St.
Peter’s University Hospital, Somerset
Medical Center and Overlook Hospi-
tal. Other members of the task force
include the heads of the Plainfield
Health Center and Union County
College, as well as representatives
from the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services.

“It is vital to have all of the
healthcare providers in the area at the
table, working together, to develop
alternatives and options for our most
vulnerable residents impacted by the
closing of Muhlenberg,” Mr. Green
said. “We have set an aggressive
agenda that will produce specific rec-
ommendations by May 2008.”

At this time, Solaris Health System
has committed to providing a satellite
emergency room on-site at
Muhlenberg after acute-care services

are phased out, as well as sustaining
dialysis and home care to the com-
munity. Mr. Green said the task force
is now identifying the priority areas
that need to be addressed by other
hospitals and the health center such
as adequate transportation to area
healthcare providers in the region.

“We need tangible solutions that
our residents can count on,” Mr. Green
said. “I am confident this task force
can deliver a plan that will ensure
basic health services are delivered to
the City of Plainfield and surround-
ing communities.”

County Sets Hearing
Dates for Budget

ELIZABETH—Union County
Freeholder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Al Mirabella has an-
nounced a schedule of meetings in
March and April for the review of the
2008 executive budget.

The dates and times are: Thursday,
March 20, 3 p.m.; Wednesday, April
16, 5 p.m.; and Saturday, April 19, at 9
a.m. All meetings are held in the Free-
holder conference room, adjacent to
the main meeting room on the sixth
floor. County Manager George
Devanney presented the $436.8-mil-
lion executive budget last month. Man-
dated costs, such as salaries, health
insurance and pensions, largely con-
tributed to a $26-million deficit, which
was cut to $15.4 million, officials said.

Officials said the freeholders will seek
ways of making additional cuts through
the department-by-department annual
review over the next few months before
voting to introduce a final budget.

MVC Offers Online
Safer Driving Courses
TRENTON — Motor Vehicle Com-

mission (MVC) Chief Administrator
Sharon Harrington has announced that
the MVC has entered into partner-
ships with two groups that will offer
online defensive driving courses for
New Jersey drivers.

The American Safety Council’s
course is available at
safemotorist.com for a $49 fee, while
the “I Drive Safely” course is at
idrivesafely.com for $50.


