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POLICE BLOTTER

not going to be there forever, so we
bring in Iraqi security forces and part-
ner with them…”

“We’ve established over 1,600
checkpoints, manned by Iraqis, the
Sons of Iraq, who are tired of vio-
lence,” the colonel said. He said the
troops have had “tremendous suc-
cess” in stopping “accelerants,” in-
cluding improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), before they reach their desti-
nation.

“We inspect everything coming in
[to Baghdad] from the south,” the
colonel said. “There are IED facto-
ries, and we have to get the bomb
makers. We have a lot of personal
equipment, a lot of weaponry. We
have what we need.”

In a country where “nothing is black
and white,” Col. Whalen spoke about
the need to bring people, of all Is-
lamic denominations, together. The
colonel said on a local level, each
region’s respective sheik has the most
influence. In any given area, as many
as 90 tribes may coexist.

“We discuss what they need to thrive
in their area and [hope to convince
them to] choose other means other
than violence,” the colonel said.

He said the American forces are
helping to create a “market economy”
in Iraq and work to shore up hospitals
(10 now exist in the southern belt)
and schools.

“Quite frankly, it was impossible
[before]. Al-Qaeda would terrorize
[the people] and destroy infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

In terms of the enemy, Col. Whalen
cautioned that it “is still out there.
Let’s not lose sight of that.”

The colonel spoke about “Opera-
tion Thank You,” an order from Major
General Rick Lynch” to “tell the story”
of the war to three different popula-
tions – the American public, the Iraqi
public and the insurgency. He said
the operation is important in order to
highlight the “positive gains” of the
American military.

“It truly does have an effect [with
the Iraqi audience],” the colonel said.

He said the operation also reaches
out to “our loved ones in the States,
saying ‘thank you’ for their support;
we simply cannot do what we do
without the support from the commu-
nities from across the United States.”

He said troops both male and fe-
male, as well as from “all different
walks of life,” take part in the war
effort. In addition, soldiers under 18
fight for the United States.

“It’s pretty amazing that these kids
stand up and come over here because
it’s that important to them,” Col.
Whalen said. “It’s a tremendous sac-
rifice. Some have been here two, three
or four times. It’s truly inspirational
to work side by side with these kids.
They can’t even drink legally in the
United States but are over here, ready
to give their life for their country. It’s
humbling, humbling to be in their
presence.”

Col. Whalen said he and those in
the southern region started getting
cards and letters last year from St.
Helen’s congregants. He said it is
“amazing” that “strangers from half-
way around the world would take
time to write.”

The colonel said he tries to write
back, when he can, to the many young-
sters who take part in letter-writing
campaigns from CCD classes, boy
and girl scouts

“I carry cards and letters [to the
outposts]; you give them to these kids
out there that are working 24/7…the
impact that some 10-year-old girl from
Westfield, New Jersey, can have on a
soldier in Wassit Province, near the
Iranian border, is pretty amazing, and
it’s really important,” the colonel said.

Corresponding with the newspa-
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Baghdad Calling
Live from Iraq

per in e-mail fashion on Saturday
night, Baghdad time, the colonel
wished to personally thank the fol-
lowing people:

From Westfield: Mary O’Donnell,
John Rochford, the Thornburn fam-
ily, Deidre Gelinne, Angela Donnolo,
Rita Riccardi, Richard and Lucille
Ragoza, the Polini family (Alice and
Emma), Barbara Ugenti and family,
Don and Chris Ross (as well as chil-
dren, Thomas and Ross), Janet Getz,
Christina O’Connor and Rita Ricardi
(second-grade CCD class, St. Helen’s)
Helen Fisher and the McSwingle fam-
ily, as well as Kelly, Bill and Alice.

From Scotch Plains: the Sosinski
family, Don McVey, Patricia Wolpert,
Russ and Paulette Cicero, as well as
E. Hernandez.

Col. Whalen also lauded the work
of institutions like the Red Cross
(redcross.org) and US AID
(usaid.gov). He encouraged those who
wanted to support the troops to link
up with organizations such as these.

Commenting about the impact of
the Presidential debate on troops in
Iraq, the colonel said debate is “what’s
great about democracy…It’s wonder-
ful that we debate. It’s something the
Iraqi’s never had.”

He remains confident that “the right
people, not just the military, are in
charge.”

Despite the amount of time candi-
dates spend speaking about the war,
the gains of the surge and possible
exit strategies, Col. Whalen said the
troops do not feel like a “political
football.”

However, the colonel wished to
comment on exit strategies predicated
on immediate withdrawal.

He warned that pulling troops out
too soon would be a “huge step
backwards…it would be a disaster.”

He said he did not feel that instant
and complete withdrawal, as a course
of action, would be “viable” and en-
visioned a U.S. presence in Iraq, in
some form, for the foreseeable fu-
ture. In July 2008, however, he ex-
pected to see 20 brigade combat teams
reduced to 15.

Ultimately, he said, “this is an Iraqi
problem, and the solution must be
with security by the Iraqi army and
the Iraqi police.”

Describing the country of Iraq, he
said, “It is not so much about oil as it
is about water.”

He said the country boasts an “in-
tricate” canal system, and the mili-
tary is working to get them jobs by
establishing fish hatcheries in the re-
gion. Roughly 9,000 are underway.

Repeating the old Chinese proverb
“Give a man a fish; you have fed him
for today. Teach a man to fish, and
you have fed him for a lifetime,” he
said American troops are “teaching
Iraqis how to fish,” both literally and
figuratively.

He noted that the Iraqi people are
“warm” and “deeply religious.” For
Iraqis, recreation exists in the form of
sports. “There’s soccer everywhere
[in Baghdad],” the colonel added.

He said, “It’s an amazing culture,
not as materialistic [as America’s].
It’s beautiful in its own way.”

He said people survive under “very
austere living conditions. They lead
agrarian lives.”

Most importantly, he said, like
Americans, Iraqis are hopeful people.

“They want to get back to work.
They hope to get their kids to school.
They want healthcare, like we do.
They want their industries back. They
want to worship safely and peace-
fully. They beg for stability, nor-
malcy.

“They want to go back to living
without fear.”

For more information, please see
goleader.com/video.

ADDING THINGS UP…Harry McNally of Fanwood stands with sixth- to eighth-
grade state winners of MathCounts 2008, held at the Piscataway campus of
Rutgers’ student center on Saturday, March 8. Sponsored by the Professional
Engineering Society, MathCounts champions will compete in Denver, Colo. on
May 8 to 11 in the national finals.

Photo courtesy of Suzy Minken
ONE LESS OAK TREE ON OAK AVENUE...Damaging winds over the weekend
felled an enormous oak tree in Westfield. According to neighbors, one trunk from
the base of the double-based tree fell onto a house on Saturday evening, interrupt-
ing power. Early afternoon on Sunday, the other trunk fell in the opposite
direction, making traffic impassable.

a drop in aid of $411,844 or 9 percent.
“All of the Corzine cuts will end up

getting pushed down on the town and
transferring [the problem to munici-
palities],” Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky.

The State Legislature is expected
to vote on the budget in late June.

“We will try to restore the $190
million,” Mr. Dressel added.

Mr. Corzine is expected to sign the
state budget on July 1.

In addition to state municipal aid
numbers, local towns have been in-
formed that the proposed $436.1-
million Union County executive bud-

get will raise taxes in all but of one of
the county’s 21 municipalities. Lo-
cally, county taxes are set to increase
$1,767,931 in Westfield, $531,938
in Scotch Plains, $151,704 in
Fanwood, $249,720 in
Mountainside, and $189,494 in
Garwood.

“At least Corzine is talking about
the problem. The county is spending
$1.2 million per day. This shows
they are out of touch with (the) resi-
dents of Westfield,” Mayor Skibitsy
said.

Michael J. Pollack and Paul J.
Peyton contributed to this story.

Westfield
Saturday, March 1, Mario Hernandez,

18, of Elizabeth was arrested on a
Roselle Park motor vehicle warrant
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Elm Street. He was re-
leased after posting $89 bail.

Saturday, March 1, Victorino
Castaneda, 18, of Howell was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) at South Avenue and Sus-
sex Street. He was turned over to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, March 1, Edward Foote,
65, of Scotch Plains was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on a
Scotch Plains motor vehicle warrant
with bail of $427 and a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was released on his own
recognizance on the Scotch Plains war-
rant with a March 12 court date and
held in lieu of $300 bail on the Westfield
warrant.

Monday, March 3, Leonard A.
Luizza, 3rd of Avenel was arrested on a
Rahway traffic warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at East Grove Street and
Summit Avenue. The warrant, in the
amount of $500, was satisfied with bail
and he was released.

Monday, March 3, Mark Bradley, 39,
of Dunellen was arrested on a Long Hill
Township traffic warrant during a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Pine Street in
Garwood. He was released after post-
ing $333 bail.

Monday, March 3, Jaquelin Snyder,
18, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI during a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue, East, and
Euclid Avenue. She was released to a
responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 5, Ryan J.
Grantuskas, 20, of Ringoes and Lee
G. Shadwick, 22, and Mary E. Bash,
20, both of Westfield, were arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue near Center Street in
Garwood.

All were charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance/
heroin, possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia. They were re-
leased on their own recognizance with
summonses pending a March 12 Supe-
rior Court date.

Wednesday, March 5, Kenneth
Middleton, 29, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with DWI following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
in Garwood. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible in-
dividual.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 3, a resident of Lake

Avenue reported that someone smashed
his mailbox, which was valued at $100.

Wednesday, March 5, Luis Medina,
37, of Union City was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Wednesday, March 5, a resident of
Cicilia Place reported that her neighbor
let his dogs run without leashes. Ac-
cording to police, the dogs came on her
property and barked and caused dam-
age.

Thursday, March 6, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
had removed her wedding ring, valued
at $5,000, from her room.

Friday, March 7, Thomas Jovan, 28,
of East Orange was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop.

Saturday, March 8, David Doby, 28,
of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Sunday, March 9, Larry Hill, 29, of
Newark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 5, Yvonne Tay-

lor, 40, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Wednesday, March 5, Daniel S.
Lundell, 29, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence after he veered off the road on
the 500 block of North Avenue, striking
two parked motor vehicles and a build-
ing. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
individual.

Thursday, March 6, Dawnie
Campbell, 57, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Whippany warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. A passenger in the vehicle,
Octavia Campbell, 22, also of Newark,
was arrested on outstanding warrants
out of Elizabeth and Roseland. Both
were processed and released, police
said.

Saturday, March 8, Aliyah B. Reese,
23, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant out of East Orange.

Saturday, March 8, Jeffrey R.
Nahaczewski, 27, of Garwood was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting from
a North Avenue store. According to
police, store employees alerted authori-
ties and the suspect was apprehended
outside the store. Nahaczewski was
processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Saturday, March 8, severe winds
caused substantial damage to residences
on La Grande Avenue, Rainier Road
and North Avenue. According to po-
lice, several trees either fell or were
uprooted, causing damage to homes
and other property.

Monday, March 10, Leon Bownes,
45, of Union Springs, Ala. was arrested
on an outstanding body warrant out of
Union Springs. According to police, he
was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, March 10, Pedro Pena, 36,
of Plainfield was arrested for allegedly
presenting authorities with several false
government documents after a field in-
vestigation. According to police, Pena
was transported to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, where he was
being held in lieu of $20,000 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 4, a resident of Little

Court reported that someone entered
her garage sometime overnight and re-
moved a Global Positioning System
from her unlocked motor vehicle. Ac-
cording to police, the garage door was
inadvertently left open.

Thursday, March 6, an employee
working on Upland Road reported that
someone entered his van through an
open window and removed his boss’s
cell phone, valued at $200.

Saturday, March 8, strong winds
caused severe damage, as well as power
outages, to residences located on Roll-
ing Rock Road, Ledgewood Road, For-
est Hill Way, Old Tote Road and the
municipal building.

Saturday, March 8, John Darabos,
23, of Edison was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop for reckless
and careless driving. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released to a responsible
individual, police said.

Sunday, March 9, Osei E. Sarabo, 32,
of Irvington was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after his mo-
tor vehicle became disabled in a lane of
traffic on Route 22, West.

evolves over time.
“There is a very healthy cross sec-

tion of teacher involved,” Ms. Mast
said.

Ms. Snow said there are things
within the classroom that one can
“miss very quickly” and that Lesson
Study, through open-ended questions,
helps teachers to “uncover and dis-
cover where students are coming from
and where they are going” with re-
gards to understanding a concept.

A video example was presented,
showing two first-grade students de-
scribing a fraction in their own words.

“We are extremely fortunate to have
this level of professional develop-
ment in our district,” the superinten-
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the mayor noted, saying that the state
has “targeted towns of 10,000 [resi-
dents] and below.”

She continued, “There’s been a
great outcry among these
towns…When did small become in-
efficient? Bigger doesn’t mean bet-
ter, [and] we already provide a full
range of shared services.”

She said, “If you like living in
Fanwood, you have to understand
what Trenton is trying to do to small
towns.”

Council President Katherine
Mitchell added that the municipal aid
cuts “affect us all drastically.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough has
held a “staggering” number of spe-
cial budget meetings so far to develop
the proposed municipal spending
plan, to be introduced at next
Wednesday’s 7:30 p.m. borough
council meeting.

The mayor emphasized that “there
is a difference between the introduced
and adopted budgets.” She said the
borough plans to apply for extraordi-
nary municipal aid – which must be
dedicated to reducing the local prop-
erty tax burden – as it has done suc-
cessfully in the past few years.

The mayor said final adoption of
the budget is now expected to take
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place after a public hearing in late
June or early July.

In other business, Ms. Mitchell re-
ported that the borough would re-
ceive senior citizen program grants
from Union County, totaling nearly
$14,000.

The grants will be used to pay for
senior bus transportation and the
borough’s senior program coordina-
tor, and also to establish a senior
handyman program.

Mayor Mahr said the handyman
program, similar to existing programs
in other nearby towns, would provide
needy seniors with minor home re-
pair services.

“We pay a lot of attention to a lot of
people in our community but not
enough to seniors,” the mayor said,
noting that she began increasing rec-
reation and other programs for se-
niors shortly after taking office.

The mayor and council also ap-
proved a resolution supporting the
state Board of Public Utilities’ En-
ergy Star Program. The borough hopes
to encourage at least 200 residents
and businesses to replace standard
light bulbs with new, and more effi-
cient, compact, fluorescent bulbs in
at least five commonly used light
fixtures.

dent said.
The board approved an application

for Park Middle School’s Italian class
to take a field trip to New York City’s
Italian Culinary Institute, where stu-
dents will partake in an Italian cook-
ing class.

Ms. Costello congratulated the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  High
School’s Repertory Theatre on a “re-
ally phenomenal” performance of
Urinetown.

The boys varsity basketball team was
congratulated for winning the Group 3
State Championship last Sunday.

“We salute the players, their
coaches and their parents,” board Vice
President Linda Nelson said.

renovate and expand a Park Avenue
apartment building. Carol Kraus, the
owner of the four-unit building at
457-459 Park Avenue, across from
the Post Office, will renovate the ex-
isting building and construct an addi-
tion that will result in 12 units, with a
mix of one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments. The apartments will range in
size from 810 to 1,150 square feet.
Two of the units will be affordable
housing units for low- and moderate-
income persons. The hearing was
continued from last month so that the
applicant’s traffic consultant, Eliza-
beth Dolan, could provide testimony
regarding the new building’s impact
on traffic on Park Avenue.

Ms. Dolan told the board that about
eight automobile trips in and out of the
building’s parking lot per hour at peak
driving times “will not create a nega-
tive traffic impact.” She said, though,
that cars will “have a difficult time in
rush hours” making left turns on to
Park Avenue as well as left turns from
Park Avenue into the parking lot.

She said it was likely that drivers
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SP Bed and Breakfast
exiting the lot would turn right on to
Park Avenue and then work their way,
via other streets, back on to south-
bound Park Avenue at peak traffic
hours, when Park Avenue is “beyond
difficult.”

To remedy the potential problem,
the board included a condition in its
approval that left turns at the property
be prohibited during the morning and
afternoon pick-up and drop-off times
at Park Middle School, which is lo-
cated across from the apartment prop-
erty. In addition, drivers making right
turns out of the parking lot will be
warned via signs to yield to pedestri-
ans crossing Park Avenue from the
Post Office.

At last month’s hearing, several
residents of School Place, which runs
behind the property, raised concerns
about large trucks using their street to
access the property during the con-
struction. But the board included a
provision in its approval that all ac-
cess to the site — during construction
and afterwards — would be only from
Park Avenue.

certain areas. Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool said the funds would pay Mr.
Eisenstein for attending the meeting
and for follow-up communications
with township officials.

The council also introduced twin
ordinances that will vacate the
township’s rights to two paper streets
on the Terrill Road property where
the former Club Malibu nightclub
was located. Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss said the two paper streets,
which are vacant pieces of land owned
by the township and appear on tax
maps as named but unimproved
streets, will be split between the ad-
joining properties that house the Jiffy
Lube auto service outlet and the Jade
Isle restaurant.

Mr. Strauss said that Advanced Auto
Parts would be opening a store on the
former Club Malibu property. Public
hearings on the ordinances will be
held on Tuesday, March 25.

Mayor Martin Marks said organiz-
ers of the Memorial Day parade are
planning to purchase a clock to honor
Korean War veterans, who will also
be saluted in this year’s parade. The
clock, which will be placed in front of
the municipal building, will cost
$13,000 to $15,000, the mayor said,
and will be purchased via a
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fundraising drive. Those wishing to
donate can send checks, made pay-
able to “Korean War Memorial,” to
the finance office at the municipal
building at 420 Park Avenue.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said the fierce windstorms last week-
end resulted in the public works de-
partment working overtime to clear
downed limbs and branches from
streets. He said three township-owned
trees had fallen along with “many
others” on private property.

At the start of the meeting, the
council passed a resolution congratu-
lating Christopher Casserly on achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America. Mayor Marks also
issued a proclamation designating the
week of March 9 to 15 as Girl Scout
Week. Mr. Casserly and several mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop 256 led the
pledge to the flag at the beginning of
the meeting.

The mayor also issued a proclama-
tion declaring March 11 as Kathy
Matthews Day in Scotch Plains. Ms.
Matthews, the Union Catholic girls’
varsity basketball coach, last month
earned her 600th coaching victory —
becoming only the fifth coach in New
Jersey girls’ basketball history to reach
that milestone.
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Town Budgets See Red

WF Reports Downed
Lines, Trees From Storm
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Between last Sat-
urday and Sunday, the Westfield fire
and police departments responded to
26 and 33 storm-related calls, respec-
tively. Heavy rains and wind led to
felled power lines and trees. No inju-
ries were reported.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
16 of the 26 responses related to
downed power lines, which had to be
monitored.

Both sides of town experienced
isolated power outages, the worst last-
ing 20 hours.

Oak Avenue was hit the hardest.
During the storm, a large “Y-shaped”
oak tree split; part of the tree fell
through a house, and the other half
crashed into the street, according to
Westfield Police Sergeant Scott
Rodger.

Chief Kelly said no one was in-
jured; the building department de-
clared the dwelling “unsafe,” and the
family is staying locally with a rela-
tive. A personal vehicle was also
“crushed” by the falling tree, the chief
mentioned.

In a separate incident on Oak Av-
enue, a falling tree damaged a two-
car garage.

Chief Kelly said the fire depart-
ment worked with local police and
public-works personnel to secure ar-
eas that had suffered downed wires
“for the safety of all pedestrians.”

He said the storm caused the clos-
ing of some streets, including Oak
and Westfield Avenues.

Oak Avenue also experienced the
longest duration of lost power. By
Monday afternoon at 2 p.m., the power
was restored.

“We were fortunate that no resi-
dents were injured,” Chief Kelly said.

See more news at
goleader.com


