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Paper Mill to Present
Steel Magnolias

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house announced its main-stage pro-
duction of Steel Magnolias.

The quintessential story of friend-
ship, Steel Magnolias shows six very
different women coming together to
share their secrets and bare their souls.

Robert Harling’s enduring comedy
is a celebration of love, loyalty and
the bonds of sisterhood.

Steel Magnolias will run at the
Millburn theatre from now through
April 6.

The production will be held on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
at 2 and 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Single tickets
are now on sale and range in price
from $25 to $92.

Student-rush tickets are $20 and
are available the day of the perfor-
mance in person with current student
ID.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343, going to the Pa-
per Mill Box Office on Brookside
Drive in Millburn or by visiting
papermill.org.

Scotch Plains Hospice Residence
Emphasizes ‘Bringing Hope Home’

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Imagine if
we were able to choose where we
would spend our final days. Many
might wish to be home with their
loved ones in warm, familiar surround-
ings. But because that’s not always
possible, the late Peggy Coloney, co-
founder of the Center for Hope Hos-
pice, imagined a residence that could
both handle medical needs as well as
provide the comforts of home.

And last month, her dream was real-
ized at the opening of the center’s
Peggy Coloney’s House at Hope Vil-
lage in Scotch Plains.

According to Diane Coloney, direc-
tor of the new facility, as well as the
late Peggy Coloney’s daughter-in-law,
the 30-bed residence aims to provide
more than just housing for the termi-
nally ill, but to also address medical,
spiritual and social needs of patients
and their families in a welcoming
home-like atmosphere.

The new facility is divided into three
wings, each with large sun-filled win-
dows, skylights and comfortable fur-
niture that would more likely be seen
in a home, as opposed to a hospital
setting.

Each patient’s room has its own
amenities, such as a private bath, flat-
screen TV and refrigerator, while each
wing has its own family room, library,
spa-like full bath, kitchen, nurse’s sta-
tion and outdoor courtyard.

In addition, there is a chapel, beauty
parlor, children’s play room, and mu-
sic, art, massage, pet and aroma thera-
pies available.

Ms. Coloney said because of the
Center for Hope Hospice’s vast expe-
rience with running its other resi-
dences, it was able to custom design
Peggy Coloney’s House with specific
patient needs in mind.

For example, there are rooms avail-
able with hardwood floors for those
who may have asthma and allergies
that could be acerbated by wall-to-
wall carpeting.

She additionally spoke about the
special quilts each patient receives.
The quilts were donated during a
housewarming gathering for the new
facility, and no two are alike.

They are yet another way to help
patients feel more at home during their
final days. Each quilt is later given to
the patient’s family as a keepsake.

She remarked how wonderful it is
that some families have later gone on
to make or purchase another quilt to
donate back to Peggy Coloney’s
House.

Ms. Coloney added that this is one
of the only hospices to offer no limited
length of stay. They also provide “pal-
liative care” to those who may have a
debilitating illness but are not neces-
sarily within the typical six-month
parameter of hospice care.

“I love how we can start helping
them right now,” Ms. Coloney said,
explaining they can benefit from ser-
vices much earlier than in the typical
process.

Volunteer Sue Checchio said she is
using the marketing skills she has ac-

quired as a realtor in Westfield for over
20 years to get involved in the commu-
nity education and publicity for Peggy
Coloney’s House.

“It’s really about getting the word
out...I don’t even like to call it ‘mar-
keting,’” Ms. Checchio said. “But I do
love marketing what I believe in, and
I really believe in this.”

Ms. Coloney explained every hos-
pice is different and run independently,
but many people do not realize there is
a choice when the time comes to select
one.

Ms. Checchio added that it is a good
idea to look into options in advance, so
that an informed decision can be made.

However, she commented that many
people find it difficult to think about
anything related to dying.

“Talking about death does not make
death come quicker,” Ms. Coloney
reassured.

She said the staff hopes to provide
comforting responses to difficult end-
of-life questions.

All employees and volunteers, right
down to the nutritionists, go through
extensive training to help the families
involved deal with the fear and anxiety
often surrounding the dying process.

Ms. Checchio said she looks for-
ward to working with Ms. Coloney to
become more involved in the spiritu-
ality aspect.

“To know Diane is to know what an
upbeat, faith-filled person she is,” Ms.
Checchio said. “And she deals with
death every single day.”

“It’s not just about dying, it’s about
living,” Ms. Coloney added. “That’s
why ‘Hope’ is in our name.”

For more information on Peggy
Coloney’s House and other Center for
Hope Hospice residences and services,
visit centerforhope.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHAT A RELIEF…Stage Crew Club adviser Tim Stefanoski, far right, test runs
the “revolve” on the set of Urinetown – The Musical, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) upcoming satiric show, with the help of (from left) Steve Scannell,
Kayla Molnar, Sara Stanton and Christie Ruggieri. SPFHS’ production of Urinetown
–  The Musical runs tomorrow, March 7, and continues on March 8, 9, 13, 14 and
15. Tickets can be ordered from spfk12.org or spfk12.org/musicboosters.

SPFHS Directors Make Sure
Students are in ‘Good Company’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ed Guinan,
director of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s (SPFHS) production
of Urinetown – the Musical, which
opens at SPFHS this weekend, has
one primary goal – “to get the kids to
learn and approach theater in a pro-
fessional manner.”

Likewise, SPFHS choral teacher
John Brzozowski, the musical direc-
tor/producer of the show, wants the
teens to be able to handle all areas of
the experience well.

“Using our school as a microcosm
of the way musical theater works, I’d

like them to learn all aspects of the
process…to become better singers
and connect in a better way with the
audience,” he explained just before a
rehearsal during Tech Week.

And going through the audition
and callback process is a life lesson
these students are indeed using. Se-
nior Justin Berger auditioned at
S.U.N.Y New Paltz on Sunday morn-
ing and raced back to New Jersey for
the afternoon rehearsal. Justin plays
Officer Lockstock and the narrator in
Urinetown, his fourth SPFHS musi-
cal.

Michelle DeSantis, a junior who
plays the role of a female cop and part
of the U.G.C. (Urine Good Com-
pany), returns to audition yearly for
the shows because of the sense of
camaraderie. “With six hours of re-
hearsal time, you know we’re here
because we love it, and we’re com-
mitted,” she said.

Michelle also spoke of the audi-
tioning and rehearsal process as a
learning experience. “Mr. Guinan is
great. He takes time while he’s ‘giv-
ing notes’ to explain terms that we
should know like ‘upstage’ and ‘cheat
out.’”

Sophomore Jeremy Busch’s expe-
rience is slightly different. He plays
the role of crazy Hot Blades Harry, “a
huge dance part.” With eight years of

studying dance under his belt, he’s
able to handle the role.

But what happens to the others in
the cast who might not have the same
training? “Gisa [Dilorio], our chore-
ographer, is amazing,” Jeremy said.
“She puts non-dancers in positions
where they’ll learn. Then we run it
and run it on our own until we’re
comfortable,” he said.

Even the Tech Director/Lighting
Designer and Stage Crew Club ad-
viser, Tim Stefanoski, has a philoso-
phy that meshes with both directors’
concept of the theater experience.

As the teens on crew display re-
sponsibility, they are given more.

Christie Ruggieri, a junior, has been a
part of crew since her freshman year.
“I help build the sets now, not just do
lights,” she said with pride.

Sophomore Vangelis Dimopoulos
who plays Bobby, a public worker
who leads in the poor people’s rebel-
lion, said this year’s production is a
“more ensemble-based show” than
last year. His fellow cast member
senior Zach Feldman agrees.

Playing Mr. Caldwell B. Cladwell,
Zach wants to bring this ensemble
cast together. “I’m in marching band,”
he said, “and I know it helps an orga-
nization when everyone is friends.
I’ve encouraged us to go to T.G.I.
Friday’s together as a cast and to have
parties in our homes.”

Concerning the whole theater ex-
perience, Zach said, “Mr. Guinan has
been really helpful. For some of the
decisions about character, we are on
our own, but he’s there to catch us.”

Perhaps Samantha Grecco, a se-
nior, taking the role of Hope Cladwell,
best summed up the feeling of many
of the students in the production.

“I love everything about putting on
a show,” she said. “ I’ve found my
passion and am most comfortable on
stage.”

And achieving that comfort zone
through this learning experience is
just what the directors wanted.

“Using our school as a microcosm of the way musical
theater works, I’d like them to learn all aspects of the
process…to become better singers and connect in a better
way with the audience.”

~ Ed Guinan, director of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s (SPFHS)
production of Urinetown – the Musical

Fanwood’s Greg Cummings
Reflects Through Photography

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – More than simply a
mirror image, reflection also allows a
person to contemplate a magnitude of
meanings within a thought, leading one
away from the self and into an entirely
new realm of possibility

“Reflections,” an exhibit of photo-
graphs by Fanwood resident Greg
Cummings, currently on exhibit at Les
Malamut Gallery in Union, explores
that phenomenon.

Mr. Cummings enjoys photograph-
ing reflections because of the added
“dimension” they provide to the fin-
ished photograph.

That dimension acts like a magnet; it
invites, even insists, that the viewer
become one with the photograph, al-
lowing people to see life’s images in a
different way

“Reflections bring a fresh element
into a whole image,” says Mr.
Cummings.

For example, the duplicity of nature
is seen in “Trustrom Pond 1,” in which
the naked branches of a tree are re-
flected in the water of a pond.

The stark branches emphasize
nature’s self-destruction, while the
pond’s tranquility assures onlookers
that all is right with the cyclical order of
nature.

A reminder that life can be viewed
both introspectively, as well as retro-
spectively is seen in “School House
View, UT.”

In this photograph, Mr. Cummings
captures the reflection of a mountain in
a schoolhouse window.

This additional example of Mr.
Cummings’s “dimension” causes one
to pause and consider – is the viewer
looking out at the mountain, or is the
mountain looking in at the viewer?

One of the most powerful pieces in
the “Reflections” exhibit is “5th Av-
enue.”

In this photograph, a skyscraper is
reflected in a puddle on a rain-kissed
New York City street.

Although shot in black and white,
the photograph’s play between sun-

light and shadow is obvious and em-
phasizes the reflection.

The appearance of a few anonymous
people in this photograph adds another
component to its meaning. Caught for
eternity on a New York City street by
Mr. Cummings’s camera, their pres-
ence in the photograph allows a reflec-
tion on humanity and the human poten-
tial.

“5th Avenue has a moody feel to it,”
he says.

The photographs in “Reflections”
were taken using digital and conven-
tional film cameras.

Calling himself a “technophobe,” Mr.
Cummings says, “None of these photos
have been manipulated, altered or
photoshopped in any way, simply be-

cause I don’t know how to do any of that
stuff yet.”

Retired from a sales and marketing
position in the outdoor-sports industry,
Mr. Cummings now works as a con-

Greg Cummings’ works, from top to bottom, “LighthouseGreg Cummings’ works, from top to bottom, “LighthouseGreg Cummings’ works, from top to bottom, “LighthouseGreg Cummings’ works, from top to bottom, “LighthouseGreg Cummings’ works, from top to bottom, “Lighthouse
Lens 3,” “Angles,” “Dingle Harbour Reflections”Lens 3,” “Angles,” “Dingle Harbour Reflections”Lens 3,” “Angles,” “Dingle Harbour Reflections”Lens 3,” “Angles,” “Dingle Harbour Reflections”Lens 3,” “Angles,” “Dingle Harbour Reflections”

sultant in the same field.
For the last 12 years, Mr. Cummings

has chaired the Fanwood planning and
zoning board, a volunteer position.

Once a hobby, photography has be-
come a more serious pursuit for Mr.
Cummings in the last five or so years.

He currently offers a line of note
cards and calendars created from his
photography.

Mr. Cummings has garnered many
awards over the years, including Best
of Show and first place in the Union
County Juried Senior Art Show, Best of
Show and first place in the Friends of
National Wildlife Photo Contest, as
well as second place in a Wickford, R.I.
juried photo show.

From now until the end of March, a

separate exhibition of Mr. Cummings’
photography is on display at the
Fanwood Bagel Shop on Martine Av-
enue in Fanwood. Titled “Erin Go
Bragh,” the collection of photographs
was taken during Mr. Cummings’ three
trips to Ireland.

“Reflections” is presented at the Les
Malamut Art Gallery until April 30.

The gallery is located in the Union
Public Library, located at 1980 Morris
Avenue in Union. It is open during
regular library hours and is handicap-
accessible. The exhibit is free and open
to the public. For further information,
call (908) 851-5450.

To see more of Mr. Cummings’ pho-
tography, visit
gregcummingsphotography.com.

Courtesy of Diane Coloney
AN ‘ORIGINAL COLONEY’...Last month, the dream of the late Peggy Coloney, co-founder of the Center for Hope Hospice,
became reality as the center opened Peggy Coloney’s House at Hope Village in Scotch Plains, pictured above. The facility
is equipped to handle a multitude of needs for patients and their families.


