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LUCKY WINNERS...Guests of Paul John Orlando and Charles Corrieri recently
enjoyed a cocktail party hosted by the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
Board of Directors, won at the 2007 WSO Gala Live Auction. This year’s gala,
celebrating the WSO’s 25th Silver Anniversary, will be held at the Plainfield
Country Club on April 26. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Orlando, Maestro
David Wroe, WSO President Mark Fleder and Mr. Corrieri. Inset are Maestro
Wroe alongside gala planners Carolyn Fleder (left) and Jane Francz (right). For
information, call the WSO Office at (908) 232-9400.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Director Jon Poll’s Charlie Bartlett
gives the impression from the get-go
that it was influenced by the land-
mark Harold and Maude (1971).
When troubled teen Charlie Bartlett
(Anton Yelchin) and Susan Gardner
(Kat Dennings) sing that movie’s “If
you Want to Sing Out, Sing Out,” it is
affirmed. This film’s head is in a good
place.

Wringing laughter and compas-
sion from the angst of youth, the
witty and sensitive screenplay by
Gustin Nash reminds us that fiction
remains a dependable route for get-
ting to the needed truth; in this case,
it depicts the always hard-to-face
disconnect between adults and ado-
lescents. Formerly known as the gen-
eration gap, only its trappings have
changed.

Here, in a suburban Connecticut
high school where poor little rich kid
Charlie must attend after his third
expulsion from prep school, students
practically letter in said emotional
gulch.

It’s second in popularity only to the
mean-spirited practice of making stu-
dents who aren’t “in” feel like out-
casts. So, what’s a new kid with no
friends to do?

Well, for starters, lose the pocket
emblem on your blue blazer. After
that doesn’t work, get thoroughly
pummeled by the school bully (Tyler
Hilton). So much for playing it
straight. Charlie must win some
“cred” and come up with a get-popu-
lar-quick scheme – just not like the
phony I.D. gambit that got him booted
out of the last school.

Nope, this time he employs his full
entrepreneurial genius: addressing the
emotional wasteland felt by practi-
cally every pupil at West Summit
High School. But at least partial credit
for the idea goes to the family shrink,
a lunatic on retainer with an Rx pad.
He convinces Mom that Charlie needs
Ritalin.

The result is Charlie making like a
Jack Russell Terrier, a poster child for
improperly prescribed drugs. How-
ever, once down from the medica-
tion, and now the possessor of 90
remaining pills, a light bulb illumi-
nates above his head. Perhaps other
kids might benefit from his formi-
dable, wiser-than-his-years insight,
not to mention his stash.

This is where the film earns its R-
rating. It’s a bold plot move with no
patience for political correctness.
Holding court in the boys restroom,
confessional style, Charlie becomes
the school’s illicit, but soon beloved,
mental-health counselor. Ah, success
at last.

Of course, there will be fallout.
Compounding the potential for com-
plications, even before Charlie estab-
lishes his, er, practice, he makes slight
inroads with Kat Dennings’s Susan

Charlie Bartlett: Dispenses
With Political Correctness

Gardner. In turn, she senses potential
in Anton Yelchin’s quirkily appealing
preppie. What he doesn’t know is that
she’s the principal’s daughter.

Which brings us to the subtext, an
astute examination of the Peter Prin-
ciple, pun shamelessly intended. Rob-
ert Downey, Jr. smartly exacts princi-
pal Gardner, a divorcee struggling to
prove he can do a job he truly hates.
Added to that, of late, the single dad
and his daughter have been at cross-
purposes. And now, there’s this
Charlie thing at work.

Thus far, there is no evidence, only
rumors. Making matters more irk-
some, Charlie is championing the
protest over installation of cameras in
the student lounge. Eventually,
Charlie is invited to the principal’s
office.

The two have as close to a heart-to-
heart as natural enemies can manage.
Forging right to the crux, Gardner
asserts there are more important things
than popularity. “Like what?” de-
mands Charlie, the very timber of his
voice stressing his profound disbe-
lief. The principal is hard-put to an-
swer.

There’s no arguing with it. Refer-
enced with groundbreaking distinc-
tion by Rebel Without a Cause (1955)
and successively iterated in each
generation’s cinema, approval among
teens is a force of nature. It cannot be
quelled. However, like a raging river
harnessed for the good of mankind, it
can be successfully diverted to ad-
vantage.

But this psychological jujitsu, as
with all aspects of human relation-
ship, requires tolerance and under-
standing. Which, ironically, usually
isn’t achieved without a fight. Hence
the war ensues, its severity increased
tenfold when the principal discovers
his daughter Susan and Charlie are an
item. The conflagration is not with-
out its casualties.

You know full well the illegal drug
prescribing couldn’t go on without
push eventually coming to shove. And
then, just as the pupil-principal enmi-
ties heat up, Susan’s suddenly con-
vinced she’s merely a pawn in
Charlie’s power play, chosen not for
what she is, but who she is. Adding
unflattering insult to injury, that’s also
Dad’s theory.

On first blush, it’s hardly the stuff
of comedy. But then this is all about
dispelling misconceptions and dar-
ing to tackle the tough issues. The
result is a hopeful sigh, a glued smile
and several laughs. Its novel whimsy
used to dispense timely lessons, the
education of Charlie Bartlett is enter-
taining proof that many a true word is
spoken in jest.

* * *
Charlie Bartlett, rated R, is a Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer release directed by
Jon Poll and stars Anton Yelchin, Kat
Dennings and Robert Downey, Jr.
Running time: 97 minutes

RENO AND HER ANGELS…Anything Goes will be performed at the Westfield High
School auditorium on Thursday, March 13, at 7 p.m., Friday, March 14, and Saturday,
March 15, at 8 p.m. From left to right are Reno and her angels: Jessica Harris (Virtue),
Mallory Boesch (Charity), Melanie Jackson (Reno), Jenna Roth (Innocence), Dara
Silverman (Chastity) and Olivia Ryan (Purity). For tickets, call (908) 301-0391.

WHS Presents Spring
Musical, Anything Goes

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) will present its spring
production, on March 13, 14 and 15,
of Anything Goes, an adaptation of
Cole Porter’s musical comedy and
song-and-dance extravaganza, set in
the 1930s aboard the SS America.

Anything Goes is a fast-paced sea-
worthy romp of mistaken identities
and misbegotten romance, showcas-
ing the multi-faceted dance, dramatic
and musical artistry of WHS students
portraying a madcap mélange of debu-
tantes, gangsters, tycoons and stow-
aways.

“The students are working incred-
ibly hard, and I am thrilled and hon-
ored to be working with such a tal-
ented group,” WHS Drama Teacher
Darlene White said.

Senior Melanie Jackson plays the
incandescent ex-evangelist and night-
club singer Reno Sweeny.

The production introduces fresh-
man Peter Surace in the role of Billy
and also features sophomore Sarah
Szollar as the beautiful heiress, Hope
Harcourt.

Seniors Max Lazar as gangster
Moonface Martin, Greg Nelson as
Lord Evelyn Oakleigh, Ellen Scariati
as Mrs. Hardcourt, Billy Geltzeiler as
Elisha Whitney and Mia Parfumi as
the sparkling Bonnie Ecarlate head
the 42-strong company.

Supporting characters include
Bobby O’Rourke as the ship’s cap-
tain, Michael Tannenbaum as the
purser, Mike Tarnofsky as the minis-
ter. Chris Mench teams with Ian
Devaney to present the slapstick duo,
Luke and John.

Making the song-and-dance action
swing are Reno’s angels played by
juniors Mallory Boesch, Jessica Har-
ris, Jenna Roth and Dara Silverman,

and freshman Olivia Ryan.
Rounding out the company is a

lively and idiosyncratic song-and-
dance chorus of passengers and sail-
ors, featuring Liz Antonelli, Samantha
Avis, Dan Berman, Amanda Chang,
Peter Carmo, Chris Chin, Maddie
DeJohn, Rachel Friedman, Annie
Fruchtman, Catalina Gaglioti, Pami
Marks, Chris Morrissey, Kristina
Perez, Ross Pohling, Melissa Riegel,
Rebecca Romano, Julian Seltzer, Nick
Shorrock, Emma Smelkinson, Ellie
Tanji, Christine Tolias, Garret
Verdone, Suzanne Yavuz and Adam
Zeiring.

Anything Goes remains best known
for its score and memorable melo-
dies, including “It’s De-lovely,”
“You’re the Top,” “I Get a Kick out of
You” and the title tune, “Anything
Goes,” presented by WHS students in
full tap splendor, bringing the first
half of the show to a rousing conclu-
sion.

Mrs. White, WHS drama teacher,
directs this production in collabora-
tion with musical director and chore-
ographer Andrew Monath, as well as
former WHS student, Erica Cenci.

Stage managers include seniors
Charlie Tripp and Will Eisenberg, in
addition to freshman Tzvetelina
Garneva. Roy Chambers and WHS
students designed and created the sets.
John Burns handles the sound ele-
ments, while Michael Kimmel and
Lisa Weinshrott manage the lighting
aspects.

Performances are on Thursday,
March 13, at 7 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, March 14 and 15, at 8 p.m.
Ticket prices are $10.

For reservations, call (908) 301-
0391. Tickets can also be purchased
at the door before each performance.

Band Performs Americana
Songbook at FW Library
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Hands clapped, toes
tapped and voices raised in song to
the tunes of the critic’s darling, Demo-
lition String Band, during the “Ameri-
cana Family Jamboree,” an event re-
cently sponsored by the Fanwood
Memorial Library (FML).

Attendees of all ages danced and
participated in the “sing-along,” which
included songs, such as “This Land is
Your Land” and “Ole Susanna.”

Most of the songs performed by the
Hoboken–based country–rock musi-
cal group came from “The Ameri-
cana Songbook,” a compilation of
classic songs that have defined
America over the years.

“We performed songs that people
didn’t even know that they know,”
said Elena Skye, musician, co-founder
and spokesperson for Demolition
String Band.

Ms. Skye and her musical partner,
Boo Reiner, used acoustic guitars and
the mandolin, banjo, fiddle and up-
right bass in their performance.

In between singing, they spoke
about their instruments and the con-
tributions those instruments have
brought to America’s song heritage.

“The Americana Family Jamboree
presented by Demolition String
Band…was nothing short of fantas-
tic,” Dan Weiss, FML director, said.

“The band led a large and enthusi-
astic crowd, whose ages spanned four
generations, through a compelling
mix of classic and familiar songs...and
a genuinely good time was had by
all,” he continued.

Ms. Skye and Mr. Reiner have per-
formed together as Demolition String
Band since 1996, opening for Patti
Smith, Ricky Skaggs, Ronnie Spector,
Ramblin’ Jack Elliott and other no-
table performers.

The New York Times, Billboard and
The Village Voice have critically ac-
claimed Demolition String Band.

Their debut album, “One Dog
Town,” appeared in 1998. “Pulling
Up Atlantis” in 2001, “Where the
Wild, Wild Flowers Grow” in 2004,
and “Different Kinds of Love” in
2007, followed it.

The band said Blondie, The
Monkees and The Rolling Stones,
and a wide range of other bands influ-
ence their music.

The band is currently on tour in
North Carolina, Florida, Alabama and
Texas.

WE’RE AN AMERICANA BAND...At the Fanwood Memorial Library, The
Demolition String Band performed music from “The Americana Songbook”
during the “Americana Family Jamboree.” Children of all ages, as well as parents,
danced and sung along with the familiar American tunes.

Union Catholic Co.
Presents Joseph

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Perform-
ing Arts Company, at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains, under
the direction of Mrs. Maryann Carolan,
will perform its spring musical, Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, on March 7, 8, 14 and 23 at
8 p.m. and Sunday, March 9, at 3 p.m.

For ticket information, contact Meg
Nuwer at (908) 889-1600, extension
318. Tickets are also available at the
box office.

Symphony Announces
Silver Anniversary Gala

WESTFIELD – On April 26, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
will celebrate its 25th birthday with a
Silver Anniversary Gala at the Plainfield
Country Club.

Thomas Kean, former New Jersey
Governor, a longstanding and distin-
guished supporter of the arts and hon-
orary WSO board member, will serve
as distinguished honorary chair for the
occasion.

Jane Kelly, Carolyn Fleder and Jane
Francz helped plan the event.

“I am thrilled and honored that such
wonderful long-time supporters have
united to create what will be not only a
phenomenal party, but also a critical
fundraiser,” Maestro David Wroe said.

“When we started the WSO all
those years ago, we would never have
dreamed that it would grow to be-
come New Jersey’s second largest
professional orchestra, with a pres-
ence both regionally and as far a field
as Carnegie Hall,” added Ms. Kelly,
founding member, and past WSO
board president.

“I am glad to assist the symphony
with such a crucial event,” said Ms.
Fleder, past president of Westfield
United Way and Westfield Area Y.

“There are very few suburban towns
across America with an orchestra of
this caliber. I have been constantly
dazzled over the years by its perfor-
mances, and I am delighted to help
ensure that Westfield and the surround-
ing community will have access to this

fine music for many more years to
come,” said Ms. Francz, former WSO
board member and four-time Gala
Chair. “We invite the entire community
to support the Silver Anniversary Gala.”

This year’s gala will include a cock-
tail reception, gourmet dinner and danc-
ing to a 10-piece band.

A live auction conducted by ac-
claimed charity auctioneer and New
Jersey Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) will highlight the
evening.

The live auction will offer a variety
of items, including getaways to exotic
locations, eclectic New York dining
and the traditional opportunity to take
Maestro Wroe’s baton and conduct the
Westfield Symphony.

Silent-auction chairs Gaile Boothe
and Jim Dettre are putting together a
silent auction of items donated by local
retailers, restaurants and businesses.

“We are overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of the local community,” Ms.
Boothe said. “The continued support
and goodwill of the local businesses
has significantly contributed to the suc-
cess of the WSO over the past 25 years.”

Invitations to the Silver Anniversary
Gala, on April 26, are being mailed this
week to WSO subscribers and support-
ers.

The general public can obtain invita-
tions on a first-come, first-served basis
by calling the WSO office at (908) 232
9400. Please note attendance is capped
at 220, due to space constraints

Oratorio Singers to Present
Bach’s Mass in B minor

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers, soloists and orchestra, under the
baton of Music Director Trent Johnson,
will present Johann Sebastian Bach’s
Mass in B minor this Sunday at 3 p.m.
at Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church.

This choral work contains some of
the most descriptive music from the
pen of Sebastian Bach. From the open-
ing strains of the “Kyrie” to the joyous-
ness of the “Gloria,” this work is often
considered one of the greatest ever
written and thought a summation of
Bach’s lifelong involvement in music.

The featured soloists for this perfor-
mance are soprano Rachel Rosales,
mezzo-soprano Patrizia Conte, tenor
Scott McCoy and baritone Elem Eley.

Ms. Rosales is capable of delivering
the intensity of Verdi’s most demand-
ing works and has achieved both popu-
lar and critical acclaim on international
stages in opera, oratorio and solo recit-
als.

Upon completion of her undergradu-
ate studies at Arizona State University,
she joined the Merola Program at San
Francisco Opera and later earned her
Master of Music degree from The
Juilliard School.

Ms. Conte has come to international
attention for her vocal beauty, superb
musicianship and powerful character-
izations.

A native of Long Island, N.Y., her
major debut came to great acclaim in
Miami as Santuzza in Cavalleria
Rusticana.

Mr. McCoy is the director of the
Presser Music Center Voice Labora-
tory, director of graduate studies and
professor of voice and pedagogy at
Westminster Choir College of Rider
University.

He is the author of numerous articles
related to singing that have appeared in
professional journals in the United
States and abroad.

Mr. Eley enjoys a varied career, from
opera, oratorio and recital to premieres
of art song and cabaret music.

Highlights of the current (2007-08)
season include his returns to Richard
Westenburg’s Musica Sacra at Lincoln
Center for Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana
and the world première of Alessandro
Cadario’s Cantata for Revival (a work
for solo baritone and orchestra).

Mr. Johnson is also the director of
Music and Arts at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield and a
well known organist, composer and
pianist.

As conductor of the Oratorio Sing-
ers, Mr. Johnson has led this organiza-
tion in much of the standard literature
for chorus and orchestra, including
works of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein, Kodály,
Poulenc and others.

For ticket and general information,
call the First United Methodist Church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The church and sanctuary are wheel-
chair-accessible. Parking is available in
the church lot situated off of Ferris
Place, on adjacent streets and in nearby
lots.

Patrizia Conte

Elem Eley

Scott McCoy

Rachel Rosales

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A portrait of young,
beautiful Mary Meredith hangs pre-
dominantly on the set of Westfield Com-
munity Players’ (WCP) production of
The Uninvited, a two-act play written
by Tim Kelly and adapted from a novel
by Dorothy Macardle. The late Mr.
Meredith, an artist, painted the lovely
portrait before his wife Mary died tragi-
cally.

When this contemporary ghost story
opens, Mary’s daughter, 18-year-old
Stella Meredith (Stephanie Einstein),
is showing Cliff End, the isolated house
overlooking the Bristol Channel in the
west of England, to prospective sister
and brother buyers, Pamela (Tory Tal-
bot) and Roddy Fitzgerald (Rob Evans).

They realize there is lots of work to
do on the house but have fallen in love
with it, even though it has been unten-
anted for 15 years.

The grandfather, Commander
Brooke (George Straley), who has raised
Stella, appears and tells the prospective
buyers the sale of the property is “as is.”
In all the subtly of a two-ton brick, he
admits, there are “disturbances” that
drove the last tenants away after a six-
month stay, but that’s all the informa-
tion he’ll supply.

Add mysterious memories, a locked
room, faint cries from the former nurs-
ery, mimosa perfume and a cat that will
not go into certain rooms, and you have
the basis of a scary Halloween night
story.

Lizzie Flynn (Mary Quinn), the
Fitzgerald’s Irish maid, is not thrilled
with the place because of its cold drafts
and strange perfume, and is not shy in
letting everyone know her feelings.

Their next-door neighbor, Mrs.
Jessup (Cathy Zouves-Wrobel), the

town gossip, does not help matters when
she generously ladles out tales and leg-
ends to Lizzie about who died in the
house, when and why.

A former nanny, Miss Holloway
(Jackie Weiner) adds exposition by
detailing the untimely death of her
friend, Mary.

To override the ghostly pall that has
overtaken the house, the Fitzgeralds
decide to have a housewarming party
and invite Dr. Scott (Art Hickey), a
psychic/actress named Wendy (Christie
Leigh Carver) and their friend, Max
Hilliard (Brad Sarboukh). The “fun”
erupts when a séance produces far more
than the guests had planned.

Director Joseph Porter has assembled
a cast of talented actors, some veteran,
who all affect British or Irish accents
quite well.

As Lizzie, Ms. Quinn makes a won-
derfully funny indignant maid, com-
plete with disapproving muttering, sput-
tering and excessive eye rolling.

Ms. Einstein is perfect for the sweet,
naïve-yet-nervous Stella, performed
with continuous handkerchief wring-
ing.

Ms. Carver immerses herself in the
character of psychic/actress Wendy and,
through it all, maintains credibility.

Mr. Evans (as Roddy) and Ms. Talbot
(as Pamela) portray sibling concern
and care for each other while bantering
in proper, crisp British dialect.

The best laughs of the night go to
eccentric Mrs. Jessup, played to the hilt
by Ms. Zouves-Wrobel. “If I tell you,”
Lizzie asks her friend, Jessup, “do you
promise not to tell a soul?” The audi-
ence howls, knowing the outcome of
that oath.

Consider yourself invited to this
mystery that runs weekends through
March 15.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHAT’S THE SCOOP?...Local gossip Mrs. Jessup (Cathy Zouves-Wrobel), left,
shares lore of the Meredith family to Lizzie Flynn (Mary Quinn), standing, Pamela
Fitzgerald (Tory Talbot) and Roddy Fitzgerald (Rob Evans), right, in Westfield
Community Players’ The Uninvited. The mystery by Tim Kelly continues weekends
through March 15. Call the box office at (908) 232-1221 for further details.

Extra Arts and Entertainment,
Community News on Page 20

Consider Yourself ‘Invited’
To This Mysterious Work
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