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MATH NIGHT ADDS UP TO SUCCESS…Take one enthusiastic group of Lower
School students and parents, add their dedicated teachers, who have organized fun
and challenging mathematical activities, and that equals a wildly successful Lower
School Family Math Night at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison. One
evening last month, every inch of the all-purpose room was brimming with diverse
math activities such as “Gumball Addition and Gumball Subtraction” (kindergar-
ten), “Jump It” and “Valentine Guessing Box” (junior kindergarten), “Matching
Numbers” (pre-kindergarten) and “Race to $1” (second grade). Pictured above,
Renee Payami works on some Dr. Seuss-related mathematics skills with her
daughter, Briella. The Payamis are residents of Scotch Plains.

WF Student Makes
Conn. Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Yasmin Nozari of
Westfield, a member of the Class of
2008 at Connecticut College, was
named to the dean’s list for the 2007
fall semester.

Yasmin achieved dean’s honors, a
recognition for students who have
earned a grade point average of at
least 3.3.

Students Can Register
For Summer Workshops

SCOTCH PLAINS – Registrations
are now open for the 26th season of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Creative
Summer Workshops, which are sched-
uled to run this year from Monday,
June 23, through Friday, July 25.

The workshops, sponsored by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, for children entering kin-
dergarten through Grade 12, will fea-
ture 45 enrichment programs, includ-
ing an Instrumental Music School.

The Instrumental Music School will
offer daily group lessons and partici-
pation in a band session for students
in Grades 4 through 8. An evening
performance is scheduled for Thurs-
day, July 24, at Park Middle School
and is open to the public.

For students in Grades 1 through 8,
courses such as arts and crafts, ce-
ramics, acrobatics, drawing and
sketching, forensics, magic and pup-
petry are offered. In addition, rein-
forcement classes for Grades 1 to 4
are available, and a “Kindergarten
Express” program is open to children
who will start school in September.

“Drivers Theory and Training” is
offered for high school students, who

have the option of taking one or both
of the classroom and “behind the
wheel” sections.

All registrations for the 2008 Cre-
ative Summer Workshops, which are
by mail only, are on a first-come,
first-served basis and must be re-
ceived by June 6.

To receive a booklet of this year’s
workshop offerings, call the Creative
Summer Workshops Office at (908)
232-6161, extension 43, Monday
through Friday, or check the district
website at spfk12.org. Program book-
lets are also available at area schools
and libraries.

Musical Club Presents
First Seasonal Performance
WESTFIELD – Two sopranos, a four-

hand piano duet and a woodwind quin-
tet will all perform on a program pre-
sented by the Musical Club of Westfield
on Wednesday, March 12, at 8 p.m. in
the First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

This is one of only two evening per-
formances scheduled by the club for
this season. Soprano Jennifer Cherubini
will perform Franz Schubert’s “Shep-
herd on the Rock,” accompanied by
George Toenes, clarinet, and Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk, piano.

This song stands apart from most of
Schubert’s other lieder for solo voice,
not only because it is scored for a
second instrument, but also because of
its multi-sectional, cantata-like charac-
ter.

It is believed to be the last song
Schubert composed before his death in
1828. Paul Kueter and Carolle-Ann
Mochernuk, a husband-and-wife team,
will perform two overtures arranged
for four-hand piano.

While audiences will probably be
familiar with Felix Mendelssohn’s
Overture to “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream,” they may be less familiar with
George Gershwin’s “Cuban Overture.”

Originally entitled “Rumba,” it was
inspired by a two-week holiday that
Gershwin took in Havana, Cuba, in

1932, and is dominated by Caribbean
rhythms.

Also on the program is soprano Beth
Donley Celentano, who will perform a
selection of songs by Hugo Wolf, Rich-
ard Strauss, Gustav Mahler, Jules
Massenet and William Bolcom. Pianist
Kathy McNeil will accompany her.

A woodwind quintet, comprised of
Jenny Cline, flute; George Toenes, clari-
net; Paul Gordon, oboe; Howard
Toplansky, bassoon; and Ted
Schlosberg, French horn, will perform
contrasting works from France and
Hungary.

Jacques Ibert’s Trois Pièces Brèves
will follow Ferrenc Farkas’ arrange-
ment of early Hungarian dances from
the 17th Century.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light re-
freshments will follow the performance.
All are welcome to stay and meet the
performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield, in its
92nd season, is comprised of perform-
ing and associate (non-performing)
members who share a common interest
in music.

The club provides scholarships for
promising young musicians to pursue
their musical education. New members
are welcome. For membership infor-
mation, call (908) 232-2173.

Congregational Church
Presents Trumpeter, Pianist
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will present the
last of its Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs for the season of Lent with a
program by trumpeter Donald
Batchelder and pianist Allison
Brewster Franzetti on Wednesday,
March 12, at noon.

These free, half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.

Mr. Batchelder serves as principal
trumpet on the New York City Opera
Orchestra, where he has played full-
time since 2000. He is a member of
the music faculty at Montclair State
University’s John J. Cali School of
Music, currently serving as Acting
Brass Coordinator.

Mr. Batchelder holds principal
trumpet chairs in the Westfield Sym-
phony and the Stamford Symphony.

Ms. Brewster Franzetti is the piano
soloist on the soundtracks of the 2006
American/Argentine film, Tango Fa-
tal, the 2005 Argentine/French film,
Ronda Nocturna and the 2003 French/
Spanish film, Dans le rouge du
couchant.

She has played with some of the
finest performers and composers in
the world, including Sir James Galway,
John Corigliano, Stephen Paulus,
Lowell Liebermann, Robert Aldridge,
Ransom Wilson, Eugenia Zukerman,
Julius Baker, Robert White and mem-
bers of major United States and inter-
national symphony orchestras.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Extra Arts and Entertainment,
Education, Community News

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Lottery Winners May Become
Wasteful With Their Windfall

A Frustrated Mother Writes: I was one
happy mother when my daughter won
$150,000 in the lottery a half-year ago.
She is married with two small children
and a husband who works very hard as a
teacher. The two struggled financially for
years and finally were planning to buy a
house with heavy loans; they were lucky
enough to win all that money.

I told them to invest their money care-
fully before spending any of it. Did she
listen? No. They bought a BMW, went to
Atlantic City, bought new expensive
clothes and now they are in debt, and
cannot even buy a small house. Spend,
spend, spend. What’s wrong with these
young people?

Answer: Statistics have shown that
many of the lottery winners abused their
money through lavish spending (“We
never knew what it was like to have
money and do whatever we wanted with
it”), bad investments and gambling.

It is tragic to see so many winners self-
destruct. In fact, one of the biggest con-
cerns today is credit card spending, leav-
ing so many in debt with poor credit
ratings. How to resolve it? There is one
key concept, and if you live by it, you
have a better chance of being financially
secure: Make sure that you never spend
more than you earn! Set limits, set bound-
aries. It does work!

A Critical Reader Writes: Since you
often refer to resources such as music,
cartoons and so on in order to make a
point, I want to refer you to a “Hagar the
Horrible” cartoon in which Hagar goes to
the top of the mountain to ask the Wise
Man “How can I eliminate stress and
frustration from my daily life?” The Wise
Man’s answer: “Sell your golf clubs!”
Your response, please.

Answer: It looks like the Wise Man is
competing with me. He is absolutely right.
If a situation creates havoc and stresses,
get rid of it. To carry it further, if a person
or relationship is stressful, try to resolve
it (by talking it out, etc.) and if it doesn’t
work, drop it (him or her) and move on in
life.

It is too frustrating to remain in an
upsetting experience if it is not resolv-
able. This does not mean terminate or run
from a situation. Attempt reconciliation,
but do not prolong agony…whether it’s
golf, tennis, marriage, etc., etc. And golf-
ers, please don’t write to protest! Thank
you.

A Confused Man about to Wed Writes:
I love my fiancée, and we will be married
in June. One problem: Instead of taking
on my last name, she wants to continue
using her maiden name or to combine
both our last names. Most women assume
their husband’s name when they marry.
She said she is proud of her name and is
known professionally by it (she is a phy-
sician). She said that this does not mean
she loves me any less. I guess I’m old-
fashioned. What do you think? (My
mother agrees with me).

Answer: You love her, she loves you,
and you have no complaints except for the
name issue. I agree with your fiancée. If
she feels proud of her heritage and wants
to continue to be recognized by her pro-
fessional name, I would support this. This
indicates your acceptance of her feelings.

We are not living in the days of Romeo
and Juliet, whereby Juliet is offering her-
self to Romeo if he gives up the dreaded
Montague name: “What’s in a name?
That which we call a rose by any other
name would smell as sweet.” Needless to
say, “I disagree with your mother!!”

STORYTIME…Professional storyteller LuAnn Adams recently treated students
at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains to four folktales of courage and
history. Ms. Adams has performed across the country for more than 20 years. She
dramatizes a variety of tales at libraries, schools, museums and cultural events.
For more information on her stories and schedule, visit her website at
luannadamsstoryteller.com.
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MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years


