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Raiders Cage Bulldogs, 49-37, in Boys Sections
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Lady Warrior Cagers Reject Blue Devils, 59-38
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

NJAR 
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2007

A Special 

Thank You ...
As we celebrate 50 years of
real estate experience in New
Jersey, we are also proud to
recognize the efforts of our
Circle of Excellence award
winners. 

It’s a personal honor for me to
congratulate these outstanding
sales associates, a group who
are among the best in the
business. Each of them
demonstrates high levels of
dedication in their profession
as they assist our clients with
service that is knowledgeable
and motivated.

I would like to offer my
heartfelt thanks to these
individuals for a job well
done. Not only do they
demonstrate the core values of
Burgdorff ERA, they provide
our clients with an exceptional
real estate experience.

Pat Hoferkamp 
– President and COO of

Burgdorff ERA

WESTFIELD OFFICE

600 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs call ERA
Home Loans 1-888-421-3813

Owned and Operated By 
NRT LLC 

15 Offices Throughout New Jersey.
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Gold ____________________________

Silver ____________________________

Bronze __________________________

Elizabeth Bataille Cathy Splinter Joyce Taylor Carol Tener

Patricia Connolly Elaine Demyen Sharon Lies

Julie Manuel
Murphy

Patricia “Pat”
Plante

Anne Sank-Davis Anne Weber

Lois Berger Denise Hayden Jocelyne Holden Janice Kodatt

Diane Kontra Jodi Luminiello Susan Massa Sherrie Natko

Mary Ellen
O’Boyle

Jill Skibinsky Beth Sullivan Rebecca Wampler Susan Wilson

lot under the boards,” said Okarter,
who added. “I knew they would start
double teaming me after a while. So
I saw I didn’t have anything and I
kicked it (ball) out to him (DeCataldo)
and he hit it.”

“He had a fabulous game. I have
been waiting two years for a game
like that. It all just clicked for him,”
coach Doherty said of Okarter. “He
attacked the basket. He rebounded
the ball. He blocked shots. And Kevin
really helped us on the boards when
our guards weren’t shooting as well
as they have in the past. Danny, de-
fensively, he just completely upstaged
the (Emerson) offense. We told the
kids the shots could be off but the
defense has to come every night. Our

defense came tonight.”
Maroney, who finished with 14

points and two assists, helped to slam
the door on the 16-10 Bulldogs, when
he rolled in back-to-back lay-ups to
give the 19-7 Raiders a 28-22 lead
midway through the third quarter.
Teammate Reggie Solomon (7 points,

getting closer and closer; we’ve be-
came more of a team and it’s just
great to end it with a (Union County)
championship. Even though I hurt
my wrist, bones heal but the memory
of winning a championship will re-
main with me forever.”

Looking back at her four years,
Miller added, “Definitely our first
game won. I’ll never forget it. Finally
a win! I remember Mr. Marino’s face.
He didn’t like losing all the time and
he was so happy that we were com-
mitted to the sport and then of course,
my 1,000th point, beating the scoring
record. I am always going to remem-
ber those little things.”

“We started at rock bottom. Finally
winning the championship just means

everything to all of us. It’s been a
great run. I’m so proud of the girls, so
proud of how we turned it around and
I’m so proud to be from the Westfield
basketball program. It’s just great,”
said an emotional O’Leary. “I just
can’t wait to see them win another
county championship next year. I look
forward to seeing the girls come up
and seeing little girls wanting to do
the same things as I did.”

When asked to share a moment to
remember, O’Leary said, “Definitely
playing the county championship. In
addition, I will remember our pre-
games when we went to psych parties;
places such as IHOP, just trying to get
the team prepared for tomorrow.”

“It’s been a great experience! Play-

ing as a freshman was an awesome
thing and to actually win a game the
following year and finishing with a 9-
13 record was great,” said a joyful
Slodyzcka. “Coming back to win-
ning seasons and then playing as a
senior this year, winning the counties
and making history was an amazing
thing for Westfield High School. We
finally did it! We did not win states
now but that’s all right. We accom-
plished what we needed to.”

Departing the gymnasium, Marino
added, “It’s now two years in a row
that we lost to them in the states but
we’ll be back here next year, hope-
fully with a different result.”
Westfield 12  7 12   7 38
Watchung Hills 17 17 17   7 58

3 rebounds) followed with a success-
ful lay-up and drew a foul, where he
sank the free throw. That run helped
to break a defensive struggle that
permitted only a 20-19, Raider lead at
the half, and by the end of the quarter
the Raiders led, 33-26.

“In practice, we were working on
defense, pressuring the ball. We only
gave up 19 points in the first half.
That was something we were stress-
ing all week and I feel we accom-
plished it,” said Dougher.

The Bulldogs appeared to get back
into the game when center Sony Diaz
(10 points) and Jairo Cruz (4 points)
hit back-to-back 2-pointers early in
the fourth quarter but Maroney,
Okarter and Solomon each added a 2-
pointer to put the Raiders in front 39-
30 with 3:47 remaining. However,
dangerous outside hitter Abdul Ais
(16 points, including four 3-pointers)
sank a pair of free throws and fol-
lowed with a 3-pointer to make the
score nervously close at 39-35 but the
Raiders closed it out with a 10-2 run
that was capped with Greg Zabel hit-
ting two free throws prior to the
buzzer.

“All season we have been trying to
get everybody involved. This game I
was off but everybody stepped up
big. Lordly played great. Danny
played great. Maroney played great.
Greg played great. Especially, the
defense was amazing tonight,” said
Dougher.
Emerson   6 13   7 11 37
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 12 13 16 49

Union Catholic Boys Capture
NJCTC Winter Track Crown

Winter track champs…The Union Catholic boys won the New Jersey Catholic
Conference winter track championship on February 8. Pictured, left to right, are:
DJ Thornton and Ryan Kilkenny from Rahway, Obinna Nwafor from East
Orange, Garrett Ellis from Newark, Michael Suarez from Elizabeth and Charles
Eke of Plainfield. Missing from photo is Sharriff Stubs of Plainfield.

Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains competed in the New
Jersey Catholic Conference winter
track championship (NJCTC) at the
Rothman Center at Farleigh
Dickinson University on February 8.
For the first time since the conception
of the meet in 1958, the Viking boys,
under the coaching direction of
Michael McCabe, won the champi-
onship title.

Contributing to this title win were
first place wins by senior Garrett Ellis
in the 200-meter dash with a time of
22.80 and the 400-meter run with a
time of 51.20; senior Mike Suarez
with a time of 6.50 in the 55-meter
dash; and seniors Suarez, Obinna
Nwafor, Ryan Kilkenny and Ellis in
the 4x400 meter relay.

Additionally, senior Charles Eke
placed second in the shot put. Junior

Shariff Stubs placed third in the 55-
meter dash, Suarez placed third in the
400 meters and Nwafor placed third
in the high jump. Sophomore DJ
Thornton placed fourth in the 3200
meters with a time of 9:58.30 and
sixth in the boys 1600 meters. Total
points earned by Union Catholic were
75 placing them first out of 16 com-
peting schools.

The UC girls placed fifth overall
out of 16 teams. Senior Genesis
Fulmer, with a time of 1:03.40,
crossed first in the 400-meter run,
took third in the 55-meter hurdles and
shared fifth place in the high jump
with senior Tiara Brown and junior
Danielle Hoff. Seniors Samantha Pe-
ters and Fulmer, junior Tess Lowe
and freshmen Alexis Cubbage fin-
ished second in the 4X400 meter re-
lay with a time of 4:17.10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING AN ALL-TIME SPF RECORD…Bryan Dougher, right, broke the all-time SPF boys scoring record of 1,482
points set by Willy McCoy in 1986 in the 49-37, victory over Emerson. He added 31 more points to up his total to 1,516 in
the Raiders’ 54-38 semifinal victory over Mendham on March 1. In the win over Colonia, he sank 26 points to total 1,542.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Blue Devil Kerri Pringle, No. 22, used her defensive skills to contain a Warrior.
Pringle also frayed the net with two 3-pointers, two assists and swiped a basketball.
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Raiders Top W. Morris,
Fall to New Brunswick
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team rumbled
with an 18-7, fourth quarter run to top
19-6 West Morris, 48-44, in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament in Long
Valley on February 28. The 17-10
Raiders’ quest for a section title, how-
ever, was stopped short, 52-26, at the
hands of a strong 21-4 New Brunswick
team in New Brunswick on March 1.

Junior forward Laura Degnan (6
rebounds) hit a career-high 20 points
for the Raiders in the victory over
West Morris. Kathryn DeCataldo sank
11 points, including a 3-pointer. Molly
Meehan and Jackie Law each scored
six points and Kaylin Jaichon added
five.

New Brunswick’s Christina White
ruled the floor with 16 points and 14
rebounds against the Raiders. Molly
Meehan put in seven points and
DeCataldo had five for the Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 11   7 12 18 48
West Morris 10 17 10   7 44

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   4   0   6 16 26
New Brunswick 21   9 18   4 52


