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Devils Barnes, Kania; Raider Cannon Advance to NJSIAA State Mat Tournament in Atlantic City
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Union County Tournament. Mont-
gomery got a first-period takedown
and a second-period escape to take a
3-0 lead but Barnes came back with
an escape and a beautiful ankle pick,
takedown to tie the score with 32
seconds remaining. Montgomery was
nursing a warning for stalling. Barnes
cut him loose in an effort to add
another takedown for the win but
Montgomery held on to salvage a 4-
3 victory.

Kania had a longer route to reach
AC. On February 26, he pinned Conor
Sweeney (SHP) in 5:21 to reach the
quarters where he pinned Spencer
Williams (Parsippany Hills – PH) in

2:29. In the semis, Kania dropped a 1-
0 decision to top-seeded Mike Hall
(Madison – Mad).

In the wrestlebacks, Kania faced
Raider Joe Blaes, who had defeated
him in OT at the District 11 finals.
Prior to that bout, Blaes dropped a 3-
2, 3 OT decision to Fabrice Emogene
(Columbia – Clm) then regrouped to
pin Cranford’s (C) Joe Brady in 4:47.

“I got to do anything to get to AC.
I don’t care who it is, I have to win
every match from here on out,” said
Blaes.

The chess match began, and with
the score tied 1-1 in the third period,
Kania saw an opening and shrugged

his way to a takedown. Blaes escaped
but Kania defended to win, 3-2, to
advance to the third-place consola-
tion where he faced Colonia’s (Col)
Paul Garrett for the trip to AC. Kania
executed a smooth Japanese Whizzer
takedown in the first period and added
a third-period takedown and a rever-
sal to earn a 6-3 decision.

“I knew I worked hard in the off-
season. Garrett and Spencer Will-
iams both beat me during the regular
season and I avenged those here. Feels
awesome to go to AC,” said Kania.

In the 152-lb quarterfinals, Can-
non, once again, faced Steve Margolin
(Br). After being taken down, Can-

non used his legs and power half
nelson to build a 12-5 lead before
clamping him with a cradle in 5:23.

“I’m lucky my legs can do that. I
managed to slip my leg in on his, then
I got my long arms around him,”
Cannon explained.

Next was another familiar foe in
Jake Gruebert (Hanover Park – HP).
Cannon recorded a pair of takedowns
and a pair of escapes to grab a 6-2
decision and a trip to the champion-
ship bout with top-seeded Mike
Dessino (Middlesex – Mx). The rug-
ged Dessino controlled Cannon with
two takedowns and a reversal to earn
a 6-0 decision.

Blue Devil freshman Christian
Barber advanced to the 130-lb semis
with an impressive 5-3 victory over
Andrew Regan (Boonton – Bo).

“It was a tough match all the way
through to the end but I was well
conditioned and prepared,” said Bar-
ber. “Once I saw him (Barnes) win, it
encouraged me a lot. I had to win so
I could be with him in the semifinals.”

After being stopped by second-
seeded Russ Benner in the semis, Bar-
ber was defeated by Chris Mazzocchi
(Mad) in the wrestleback semis.

Raider sophomore Mike Ridge lost
a tough 3-1, OT match to Rob
Hernandez (Whippany Park – WP) to
be pushed to the 145-lb wrestlebacks.
Ridge pinned Linden’s Josue Eliscar
in 1:58.

“Right now I’m focused on (Dan)
Coppola (SHP). Try to knock him off,
avenge a loss. I lost 6-5 to him,” said
Ridge.

Ridge performed a double-leg

takedown, a walk around takedown
and a five-point Gator roll before
slamming Coppola with a lateral
throw in 4:40 to reach the third-place
consolation. Unfortunately, Ridge
became the victim of a lateral throw
to Matt Ellery (Mx) to come up one
short of reaching AC.

Raider Tristan Bundy dropped a 4-
2 decision to Jordan Toma (HP) to be
thrown to the 119-lb wrestlebacks.
Bundy utilized a number of single-
leg and duck under takedowns to seize
a 13-6 victory over Dan Gallego
(Morristown – Mo).

“I was definitely a lot more pre-
pared. I know now that I have to come
on to every match no matter who it
is,” said Bundy.

Bundy’s steps were cut short when
he dropped a 3-1 decision to
Millburn’s Greg Pollock in the
wrestleback semis.

Raider Joe Sebolao lost by tech fall
to top-seeded Brendan Ard (Watchung
Hills – WH) in the 171-lb quarters
then fell to Dan Smith (Chatham –
CH) in the wrestlebacks. Raider Billy
Jacobs lost to Brendan Ward (CH), 9-
0, in the 189-lb quarters then lost 9-6
to Derrick Flitcroft (Delbarton – Del)
in the wrestlebacks.

At the pre-quarterfinals on Febru-
ary 26, Nick Giordano (HP) elimi-
nated Raider Nowell Whitehouse 103-
lbs. Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas dropped
a 10-8 overtime (OT) decision to Gov-
ernor Livingston’s (GL) Joe Hoy at
119-lbs. At 140-lbs, Raider Mike
Ferrara dropped a 4-2 OT decision to
Mike Egan (PH) and Ryan Colwell
(Mad) stopped Blue Devil Joe

Panarese. Blue Devil Matt Shaffer fell
to GL’s Frank Colder, 9-0, at 152-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
Hwt: — Hall (Mad) d Emogene (Clm), 3-2
103: — Vinny Zaccardi (Mx) p Lou
Mascola (SHP), 5:06
112: — Peter Terrezza (N. Providence)
md Jeff Canfora (Del), 11-0
119: — Knapp (Br) d Nick Heilmann
(SoP), 7-2
125: — Montgomery (RP) d Barnes (W), 4-3
130: — Kyle Hussey (Par) d Benner
(RP), 7-3
135: — Lospinoso (Br) p Eric Norgard
(Mx), 1:35
140: — Nick Bach (Par) d Jorge Branco
(RP), 3-1 3OT
145: — Nick Vallone (South Plainfield)
md Hernandez (WP), 11-1
152: — Dessino (Mx) d Cannon (SPF), 6-0
160: — Taramov (Br) d Wagner (So. Pl.),
11-4
171: — Ard (WH) d Kaufmann (Mad), 6-3
189: — Elshiekh (Br) d Chris Lloyd (Mo),
10-4
215: — Boyden (Br) p Mike Lefano (RP),
1:25

THIRD PLACE CONSOLATIONS:
103: — Steve Godine (WP) d Mike
Stepien (GL), 4-1
112: — Ries (Br) d Dave Standridge
(Par), 5-3
119: — Pollock (Mil) d Erik Gobbo (Del), 3-1
125: — Mariano (Par) p Ben McNeil
(PH), 5:49
130: — Mazzocchi (Mad) d Tom Ross
(WH), 1-0
135: — Matt Krynicki (RP) d Aaron
Valasquez (Mo), 3-2
140: — Colwell (Mad) d Egan (PH), 5-2
145: — Ellery (Mx) p Ridge (SPF), :57
152: — Dawud Hicks (Plainfield) p Tyler
Selby (SHP), 2:35
160: — Dustin Brooks (Boonton) d Mike
Lomio (HP), 8-4
171: — Taramov (Br) d Smith (Ch), 11-4
189: — Jon Conroy (SoP) d Ward (Ch),
5-4 3OT
215: — Bob Grogan (Del) d Casey Flynn
(Mo), 6-5
Hwt: — Kania (W) d Garrett (Col), 6-3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A WALK AROUND TAKEDOWN…Raider Mike Ridge, right, needs to get a walk around takedown on
Whippany Park’s Rob Hernandez to pull out a victory. Hernandez won, 3-1, in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCKING IN THE LEG, HEAD AND ARM…Raider Trevor Cannon, right, clamps the leg and arm of Hanover Park’s
Jake Gruebert, while attempting to tuck his head to set up a nearfall in the 152-lb semifinal bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO TURN A PATRIOT…Blue Devil heavyweight Joe Kania, top, attempts to turn Colonia Patriot Paul
Garrett to his back during the third-place bout. Kania defeated Garrett, 6-3, to qualify for a trip to AC.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $649,900
Charm abounds in this classic 5 bedroom, 2 full and 1 half baths Center Hall Colonial. The
first floor opens to a large foyer with 2 ample coat closets. On each side of this colonial you
will find elegant entertaining space. Both the formal dining room and living room have
oversized bay windows allowing the sunlight to stream in. The first floor family room features
a stone fireplace for warm cozy family gatherings. The large eat-in-kitchen has abundant
custom cabinetry and counter space. An au pair suite and laundry area is conveniently located
down the hall. The second floor features 4 oversized bedrooms and 2 full baths. The master
retreat is large and has its own full bath with private dressing room. It also features its own
walk-in closets and double ceiling fans. The home also includes an enormous high ceiling
basement with its own entry to the garage. The multi-zone central air, heated driveway and
fenced in pool add to the excellent value of the home.   MLS # 2476265

MOUNTAINSIDE CENTER HALL COLONIAL $1,250,000

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $669,000WESTFIELD SPLIT LEVEL $649,000

Located in one of Mountainside’s most elegant neighborhoods this classic Center Hall Colonial
hosts 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths. Formal living & dining rooms, library, eat-in
kitchen, conservatory, den, powder room & full bath complete the perfect layout. Hardwood
floors, crown molding & 3 wood burning fireplaces are a few of the many appointments this
gem contains. Full finished basement w/fireplace & half bath. Master suite includes sitting
area w/fireplace, dressing room, walk-in closets & spa like retreat.   MLS # 2493177

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Welcome to a spacious, 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson
School. Its many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof, CAC and
HWH. A large, sunny FR, newly finished hardwood floors, ample storage space & convenience
to town, schools & NYC transportation complete the appeal of this lovely home. Make it
yours today!  MLS # 2477568

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $725,000
A perfect setting is just the beginning of what makes this home special. The ideal floor plan
allows fabulous flow for entertainment and family fun. The marble foyer of this Center Hall
Colonial welcomes you into a stately living room, formal dining room, and family room with
a brick wall fireplace. The eat-in-kitchen recently updated overlooks a wonderful covered
porch and deck and flows onto an acre backyard property. Four bedrooms with a master
private bath, 2 1/2 baths total, 2 car garage and finished basement complete this terrific
home.  MLS # 2485192

Welcome to a home where old world charm and modern amenities combine seamlessly. This
captivating 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial home has a beautiful kitchen with a farm sink, stainless
steel appliances and subway tile, new bathrooms, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, crown
molding and central air. Enjoy the professionally landscaped yard from a 2 tiered deck. Set on a
tranquil tree-lined street, yet moments from school, shops, parks and transportation. This home
is the perfect choice to call home...Make it yours today.  MLS # 2478631

WESTFIELD SPLIT LEVEL $565,000
Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with hardwood floors. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen, huge Family Room on ground
level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen.  MLS # 2461089


