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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Over the past 90 years, there have
been only eight WHS boys basketball
coaches who have lasted five or more
years on the job: Howard Batten, Joe
Freeman, Gomer Lewis, John Lay,
Neil Horne, Joe Soviero, Stew Carey
and Kevin Everly. Here’s how each of
them did:

Batten: six years, one winning
record, overall 36-55 record.

Freeman: seven years, two win-
ning records, 60-64 record.

Lewis: eight years, four winning
records, 63-81 record.

Lay: 12 years, eight winning
records, 179-87 record.

Horne: seven years, four winning
records, 107-69 record.

Soviero: 12 years, six winning
records, 119-152 record.

Carey: seven years, no winning
records, 50-99 record.

Everly: 11 years, five winning
records, 111-135 record

WHS has won three Union County
championships — when the presi-
dents were nicknamed Ike (1959),
JFK (1963) and LBJ (1965) — two
sectional titles, 1962 and ’72, and one
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state title in 1972. Those historic
events happened so long ago that any
existing photos of those teams and
players would only be available in
black and white.

Everly has clearly done a good job.
He’s coaching at a school that hasn’t
been known as a basketball power in
a long time. And he’s coaching in a
league, the Watchung Conference,
where playing teams like Linden,
Union, Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Irvington, Shabazz and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood twice a year makes break-
ing even a pretty good season.

While there has usually been de-
cent talent in town, and sometimes
much more than decent talent, the
verifiable won-loss record for those
90 years is 882 wins and 900 losses,
a very middle-of-the-road 49.5 win-
ning percentage.

We live in a world where far too
many people judge everything by W’s
and L’s, the proverbial bottom line.
But W’s and L’s are not the fairest
way to judge a coach in high school,
where teaching the fundamentals of
the game actually still means some-

thing. A fundamentally solid player
can usually compete with a more tal-
ented, but less technically sound,
player. And a high school coach’s job
is not made easier by the nightly
dunking highlights on TV and the
run-and-gun rantings of defensively-
indifferent AAU coaches.

To find out what kind of coach
Kevin Everly is, who better to judge
him then the players who actually
played for him?

“My high school basketball expe-
rience was great,” said Dan DeSerio,
captain of the 15-9 team in 2002 and
the No. 6 all-time scorer at WHS with
951 points, including 570 (second-
best all-time) as a senior. “I thought
Kevin was a very solid high school
coach. He has his own style and is
very straightforward and direct. A lot
of kids just can’t take it. And a lot of
kids in Westfield, generally speak-
ing, have an attitude of believing they
deserve everything without having to
do much for it.

“Kevin knows the game very well.
Nobody can really argue that, if they
talk to him. And I can say that, while
I was overmatched athletically in col-
lege, the fundamentals and game
knowledge I picked up at WHS al-
lowed me to still compete.”

DeSerio played four years at The
College of New Jersey, starting every
game as a senior. Yes, he had good
basketball genes (his mother played
collegiately at Ramapo) but that’s
pretty impressive for a guy who started
playing basketball at St. Helen’s and
dabbled in soccer and lacrosse before
deciding to concentrate on basketball
in his junior year at WHS.

“I worked out in the gym at the high
school every day over the summers of
my junior and senior years, and Kevin
was there every single day, even if
there were only two or three guys
there,” DeSerio said. “We did funda-
mentals and shooting and played
games. I improved 10-fold over those
summers, and it was primarily due to
Kevin’s help.

“There is no chance I would have
gotten to the level I was at or been
able to play in college without his
help and time.”

This year’s team, with only one
senior (Manny Mills) on the roster,
finished 7-18, ending a string of four
straight winning seasons. After gradu-
ating Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia,
two of the school’s best players ever,
the youthful Blue Devils, with five
juniors and two sophomores and a
freshman, had growing pains in a
conference that doesn’t leave any
room for growing pains.

“It’s very difficult in practice to
match the quickness and athleticism
of some of the teams we play, like
Linden and Elizabeth,” junior point
guard Chris Sheehan said. “But coach
Everly does a very good job having us
mentally prepared for every opponent.
He scouts them and we watch game
films of whomever we’re playing, and

there’s always a scouting report with
the opponent’s plays and personnel,
and keys for us to win the game.

“This season was tough, but it’s
something we can all learn and grow
from. We were in a lot of games
against some very good teams. A lack
of experience hurt us at the end of
some games. But we’ve learned from
it, and I think we surprised a lot of
people by being in the games we
were. Hopefully next year they’ll ex-
pect us to win those games.”

“Mr. Everly is a demanding coach,
but you have to be a demanding coach
if you want to be successful at the
high school level, especially in the
Watchung Conference,” said Tony
DiIorio, a two-year starter and this
year’s leading scorer. “I feel we are
always well-prepared. If a team is
fundamentally solid, you have to give
some credit to the coach, especially
because those are the things we work
on the most during practice.”

DeSerio, who has a full-time job
during the week in Manhattan, re-
turns whenever he can to help his old
coach. He runs open gyms on week-
ends in the fall, and helps with tryouts
and practices over Christmas break.

“Coaching high school kids is
clearly no easy task,” DeSerio said. “I
noticed throughout my experience at
WHS that some kids and their parents
complained relentlessly. Parents are
often completely blind to their kid’s
abilities. I played with a lot of guys
who quit the team or wouldn’t even
try out because they didn’t like Kevin.
But not a single one of them ever put
forth any sort of effort into getting
better or even doing the little things
on the court, like actually running the
plays or playing defense.

“Anybody who blames Kevin for
the outcome of a season, or their kid’s
development, is delusional. He gets a
bad rap from some people, but Kevin
is definitely a good coach.”
MILESTONE FOR DOUGHER

Congratulations to Bryan Dougher,
who became the all-time scoring
leader at SP-F one week ago. The
four-year starter’s career total (going
into Tuesday night’s sectional final
against Colonia) was 1,516 points.
The old record-holder was James
(Catfish) McCoy, a 1986 SP-F gradu-
ate who was in the stands last Satur-
day night when Dougher added an-
other 31 points. To be the No. 1 scorer
at a school that’s had players like Jim
McDede, Ray Schnitzer, Randy
Hughes and McCoy, among others,
says a lot.

The 6-foot-1 Dougher, who earned a
full scholarship to Stony Brook (N.Y.),
is the grandson of Jim Dougher, a former
Holy Trinity High School basketball
and baseball coach. Dougher coached
the Blue Braves through the 1969-70
school year before moving on to coach
in college at Stonehill, Rhode Island
and Holy Cross.

During his time at Trinity,
Dougher’s teams won state Parochial
C baseball titles in 1966 and 1969,
the latter team going 27-1 and getting
a complete-game from pitcher John
Goski in a 3-2 championship game
victory. Dougher’s 1966 basketball
team started its season 15-0.

THIS AND THAT
Not that anybody is counting, but

there are 26 days until WHS’s baseball
season-opener at Cranford, a matchup
of the two teams many feel are the best
in Union County this spring.

Vincent Lally, Sr. passed away last
week. He coached youth baseball in
town for many years with Doug
Merrill and Mike Yatcilla on the great
old Senators teams of the 1960s and
’70s. His sons, Vin (’74) and Tom
(’75), were both WHS athletes.

Three days after soaring 6 feet, 10
inches to capture the NJSIAA Meet
of Champions high jump title, senior
Adam Bergo became the first WHS
athlete to soar 7 feet, at the Eastern
States Championships at the 168th
Street Armory in New York.

Freshmen Mike Venezia and
Tommy Bonard continue to play well
in their first year of college basket-
ball. Venezia is averaging 8.2 points
and 22.3 minutes per game for 16-13
Colgate, which hosted Lafayette last
night in the Patriot League tourna-
ment. Bonard averaged 7.3 points
and 21.5 minutes for the Red Hawks,
who finished their season 16-11.

Sophomores Suzanne Lemberg and
Matt Meserole had the best efforts
among WHS swimmers at last
weekend’s NJSIAA Individual Cham-
pionships. Lemberg finished second
in both the 50 and 100 freestyles,
while Meserole finished sixth in the
100 backstroke in a lifetime best 53.16.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s belated free sub from

Al the Owner at Westfield Subs (261
South Avenue East) goes to Becky
DeLaFuente. Lost in the chaos of a
wild weekend with two state cham-
pion swim teams, a first-ever county
champion girls basketball team and
the first 7-foot high jump in school
history, the talented freshman swim-
mer broke Fran Schmidt’s 28-year-old
school record in the 100-yard butter-
fly with a 59.21 in the state semifinal
win over Montclair. The Devil of the
Week will return on April 10.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

February 26, 2000: Host South
Plainfield received all the glory by
producing 11 champions and winning
its 16th team title in a row, totaling
290.5 points, at the District 12 Wres-
tling Tournament. However, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood – third-place finish-
ers with 139 points – provided the
Outstanding Wrestler in 191-lb. junior
Gary Cousar who defeated – you bet!
– one of South Plainfield’s most her-
alded wrestlers Dan Kunst, who placed
seventh in the state last year. Cousar
escaped with four seconds remaining
to grab an 8-7 victory.

February 27, 2000: The Cherry
Hill East High School girls swim
team won the final event, the 400-
freestyle relay, to pull out an 86-84
victory over Westfield at the NJSIAA
A Division state championships at
The College of New Jersey. The re-
sult didn’t become official for nearly
24 hours. Cherry Hill East had handed
in its entry cards with girls listed in
the wrong lanes for the first four
events. That’s illegal according to the
National Federation rules, and nor-
mally is cause for disqualification. At
worst, the East girls in the 50 freestyle
who were listed in the incorrect lanes

should have been disqualified from
that event, because that was when the
error was discovered at the scorers’
table. But, after meeting with the
coaches, athletic directors and meet
director Dave Prutow, the meet offi-
cials let the meet continue with no
disqualification.

“I didn’t want to win that way,”
coach Bev Torok said. “They won in
the pool, fair and square.”

February 29, 2000: Working over-
time was what it took, but the 11th-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
basketball team scored the final four
points in an overtime period to stun
the sixth-seeded Shabazz Bulldogs,
62-58, in the first round of the North
Jersey Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment in Newark. Senior Katie
Feighner scored 18 points, four in
overtime, to lead the Raiders.

March 2000: Five members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team have been selected to
play in All-Star Football Games this
summer. Seniors Nathan Jones and
Bob Dinsmore were selected to play
in the Governors Bowl, senior Ron
Jenerette will participate in the North/
South Bowl and seniors Dave
Herrmann and Dan Loomis are ex-
pected to play in the Snapple Bowl.

Blue Devil Icemen Ice
S. Brunswick in Tourney

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Blue Devil Mike Foley, No. 5, congratu-
lates Joe Kramkowski, No. 14, for his unassisted power-play goal late in the first
period of Monday’s state ice hockey playoff game win over South Brunswick.

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team ousted South Brunswick,
4-1, in the first round of the NJSIAA
Public A state tournament at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on March
3. The first 10 minutes were competi-
tive and scoreless, but Westfield
grabbed the lead, and then pulled
away.

Westfield had a dominating 43-17,
edge in shots-on-goal. The Blue Dev-
ils got strong efforts from senior
goaltender Matt Fritz, the solid de-
fensive corps and the forward line of
senior captains Jimmy Bender and
Craig Esposito, and flanking fresh-
man CJ Meyer.

This year’s seniors became the first
class in school-history to earn a spot
in the state tournament every year.
The team’s seniors also include
goaltender Caitlin Whitlock, defender
Alex Falk and forwards Evan Einstein,
AJ Cunningham and Tony Szwarc.

Following an effective penalty-kill
by Westfield, Esposito converted a
feed across the slot from Bender at
the 9:38 mark of the first period. After
that, South Brunswick began to get
frustrated by the Blue Devils’ de-
fense and began making penalties.
Westfield retaliated at times. There
were numerous overlapping penalty
situations and multiple goalmouth
scrums.

The Blue Devil defense, led by
junior Mike Foley and sophomore
Dylan Moran, broke up plays in their
zone and at center-ice, and cleared
the area in front of Fritz. With 2:24
remaining in the first period, sopho-
more defenseman Joe Kramkowski

carried the puck through center ice
into the South Brunswick slot, veered
left and flicked in an unassisted power-
play tally.

One minute into the second stanza,
Moran set up Bender for a power-
play goal. With barely two minutes
remaining in second, Moran and
Meyer set up Bender’s second goal, a
seeing-eye wrist shot from deep in
the right circle.

Westfield’s depth kept the pressure
on. Einstein’s line, with sophomores
Matt Wronski and Daniel Reyman,
had extended shifts cycling the puck
and challenging opposing goalkeeper
Dylan Troiano. Cunningham’s line,
with his penalty-killing partner, fresh-
man Henry O’Brien, and junior Phil
Cohn, generated scoring chances in
each period.

The steady two-way defense squad
helped the Blue Devils weather ex-
tended stretches of special teams play,
as junior top-four defenseman junior
Pat Tresnan, along with defensemen
Falk and sophomore Zander Maslow,
challenged South Brunswick through-
out.

Midway through the third period,
South Brunswick’s Tyler Scharff
ended Fritz’s bid for a playoff shut-
out.

Reading is Good For You
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WF’s Lemberg Places
Second at Swim MOC

Westfield High School sopho-
more Suzanne Lemberg placed
second in the 50 freestyle and the
100 freestyle with respective times
of 24.47 and 53.51 at the girls
swimming Meet of Champions at
the Gloucester Institute of Tech-
nology in Sewell on March 2. In
both events, Holly Berenotto of
Egg Harbor took top honors with
respective times of 24.03 and 52.42.

Westfield also finished fifth in
the 200-yard freestyle relay with a
time of 1:40.94 and sixth in the
200-yard medley relay at 1:53.49.
Blue Devil Matt Meserole touched
sixth in the boys 100 freestyle with
a time of 53.16.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $474,900 WESTFIELD $374,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $839,900 WESTFIELD $835,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,000 WESTFIELD $1,975,000 WESTFIELD $2,195,000

Westfield Cape Cod custom features 7 rooms and in-
cludes 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Kitchen with DW oak
cabinets and eating area opening to 22 x 15 Family
Room and a Living Room with fireplace.

Beautiful half Duplex offers 7 rooms and includes 3
Bedrooms, 2 full baths, chest trim windows, brick fire-
place in Formal Living Room, generous-sized Dining
Room, hardwood floor, new full bath on 1st floor and
updated 2nd floor bath.

Spacious and updated center hall Colonial has 9 rooms
and features 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Kitchen with tile
floor and granite counters, updated master bath, Fam-
ily Room with fireplace, CAC, heated Florida Room,
cul-de-sac location and close to grade school.

55+ adult community at Heather Glen offers the fan-
tastic Essex model Colonial/Custom with 10 rooms
including 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, premium lot, gour-
met Kitchen with all stainless appliances, open floor
plan, 2-story entry, 2-story Family Room with fireplace
and home theatre and 1st floor Master Suite.  Perfect
for entertaining!

House Beautiful!  Better than new 2001 Colonial.
Simply stunning home with 13 rooms and features 5
Bedrooms, 5.5 baths, many recent improvements in-
cluding home theatre on 3rd floor and wine cellar in
beautifully finished basement.  Light and bright with
great floor plan and quiet cul-de-sac location so close
to the center of town.

Stately center hall Colonial on nearly ¾’s acre of mag-
nificent grounds in heart of Indian Forest.  Wonder-
ful living and entertaining space with 4 fireplaces in
the Living Room, Dining Room, Master Bedroom and
Library.  Large Family Room addition with vaulted
ceiling and custom cabinets.  Freshly painted interior
and refinished oak floors.

SCOTCH PLAINS $435,000
This wonderful Cape Cod sold for 100% of its
list price in only 21 days.  Let us design a per-
sonalized marketing plan for your home.  Con-
tact any of our extraordinary agents.

Gracious, young Colonial with marvelous flow fea-
tures 8 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, gran-
ite accented Kitchen that opens to Family Room with
fireplace and box beam ceiling, Living Room, Master
Bedroom with tray ceiling, fireplace and luxury bath,
2nd floor bath with vaulted ceiling, impressive foyer.


