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RAIDER RIDGE PLACES 4TH; BARBER, BUNDY, BLAES FALL SHORT OF AC

Devils Barnes, Kania; Raider Cannon
Advance to NJSIAA Mat States in AC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School juniors John
Barnes (125-lbs) and heavyweight
Joe Kania, along with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Trevor Cannon (152-
lbs) earned the right to compete in the
NJSIAA wrestling championships to
be held at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City (AC) on March 7 through 9.
Barnes, Kania and Cannon were the
only survivors out of seven Blue Dev-
ils and 10 Raiders, who qualified for
the grueling Region 3 tournament
that was held on February 26 and 29,
and March 1 in Union.

No. 4 ranked Brearley (Br) claimed
five champions: Kenny Knapp (119-
lbs), Joe Lospinoso (135-lbs), Umar

Taramov (160-lbs), Hany Elshiekh
(189-lbs) and Jesse Boyden (215-lbs).
The Bears also had two third-place
qualifiers: Dan Ries (112-lbs),
Khusen Taramov (171-lbs).

Seeded fifth with a 25-6 record at
125-lbs, Barnes wore down Seton
Hall Prep’s (SHP) Chris Puorro to
advance to the semifinals. Puorro
came on strong with a takedown, used
strapping leg riding to control Barnes
and had a 3-2 lead entering the third
period. But Puorro was running out
of gas as Barnes kept knocking at his
door to add an escape and a takedown
before turning him to his back in
5:33.

“The key is to never give up. I think
I had the mental edge on him. At the
end of the match, he was giving up. I
was noticing that he was kneeling
down, holding his head,” said Barnes.
“I let him do a roll through and I put
him on his back.”

Barnes had a battle with top-seeded
Anthony Mariano (Parsippany – Par)
in the semis. With the score knotted,
3-3, midway through the first period,
Mariano caught Barnes in a five-point
Mallory maneuver. Barnes added a
pair of fireman’s takedowns in the

second period, while Mariano added
two escapes to lead 10-7. But Mariano
could not handle Barnes’ persistence
in the third period. Barnes pulled off
a slick long arm drag then buried
Mariano with a half nelson in 4:46 to
advance to the finals and secure a
berth at AC.

“I knew he was going to gas. I try to
stay healthy, eat the right foods. The

conditioning they put us through, ev-
erything is worth it, doing the little
things. I think that’s where my advan-
tage comes in,” said Barnes.

In the title bout, Barnes faced Greg
Montgomery (Roselle Park – RP),
who had defeated him 3-0 in the fi-
nals of Panther Invitational in De-
cember and 3-1 in the finals of the
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DOUGHER BREAKS SCORING MARK, OKARTER RULES

Raiders Cage Bulldogs, 49-37,
In Boys Section Quarterfinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Willie McCoy’s all-time Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball scoring record of 1,482
points that he set in 1986 was broken
by senior Bryan Dougher when he
sank 10 points in a 49-37, Raider
victory over visiting Emerson in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament on
February 28.

Dougher broke McCoy’s total near
the end of the third quarter then he
upped his total to 1,485 by hitting
two free throws in the fourth quarter.

“All day at school people were talk-
ing about it but, once the game started,
it wasn’t really on my mind. I never
saw McCoy play but, from what I
hear, he was a good player,” said
Dougher.

“He struggled but, right now, he is
the leading scorer ever. That says a
lot. There have been a lot of good
players, who have come through here.
He deserves everything. He’s worked
hard for four years,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty. “He knew his
shots weren’t falling, so he said, ‘I
got to work now.’ He didn’t force it.”

Dougher’s personal achievement,

however, was enhanced team wise by
the dominating board control efforts
of center Lordly Okarter and forward
Kevin Maroney, who grabbed 10 and
13 rebounds, respectively. Okarter
was especially dominant under the
offensive boards. He put in eight of
his 10 points on put backs, convinc-
ingly blocked a few shots and had the
alert vision to scoot a pass out to the
perimeter where point guard Danny
DeCataldo (6 points, 4 assists) banged
one of his two 3-pointers.

“We knew coming in that we would
have to rebound, box out. And noth-
ing changed. We had to win it with
defense. Kevin Maroney helped me a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

HANDZA SCORES 16 PTS., O’LEARY GRABS 13 BOARDS

Lady Warrior B’ballers Reject
Blue Devils, 59-38, in Sections

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Too many guns and a tenacious de-
fense ended the Westfield High School
girls basketball team’s season with a
59-38 defeat at the hands of Watchung
Hills in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2, tourna-
ment in Warren on February 27.

Blue Devil junior guard Tara
Handza (2 assists, 2 rebounds) burned
the net for a team-high 16 points,
including two 3-pointers. Senior for-
ward Gabrielle O’Leary (5 points, 3
steals, 2 assists) added strong secu-
rity under the glass with 13 rebounds.
Senior center Stephanie Slodyzcka
tossed in four points, grabbed four
rebounds and had one assist. Junior
Keri Pringle (2 assists, 1 steal) banged
in two 3-pointers and sophomore
Anne Knisely bucketed six points
and had two rebounds. Freshman for-
ward Katie Ponce (3 steals, 1 point)
pulled down five rebounds and Nikki
Aronson provided two rebounds.

Warriors Jessica Zigarelli sank 17
points, Cynthia Peterpaul scored 13
points and Meghan Riley netted 12
points.

“In the beginning of the game we’re
hitting our shots, played good defense
but then No. 15 (Zigarelli) and No. 24
(Riley) got hot and started hitting for
them,” said Westfield Head Coach Joe
Marino. “At halftime we made that

adjustment, made sure we had some-
one on them and we shut them down
during the second half. No. 2,
(Peterpaul) she then started to get hot
from the side, while we were not rotat-
ing fast enough to get up on her. Our
girls’ hard work was out there. They
battled and they went after them but as
you saw for yourself, Watchung Hills
is a very good team.”

The 17-7 Blue Devils kept close in
the first quarter but the Warriors held
the edge, 17-12. O’Leary converted a
steal into a 2-pointer. Knisely scored
two and Pringle topped it off with a 3-
pointer and followed up with a steal.
Zigarelli and Riley aroused the War-
riors’ fans with a seven-point run. Both
teams continued to trade baskets, until
Warrior Erin Shaffer bagged a 3-pointer.

Both teams played a fast-break style
of game early in the second quarter
but turnovers and nervous shooting
resulted in a 17-7 Warrior advantage
to carry a 34-19, halftime lead. Handza
fired in a 3-pointer, while Slodyzcka
and Knisely provided two points each.

The Warriors won the third quarter,
17-12, but Handza blazed in seven of
her points. Pringle pumped in a 3-
pointer and Slodyzcka hit two. The
Blue Devils traded point-for-point in
the fourth quarter. Handza hit six of
the Blue Devils’ seven points, while
O’Leary sank a free throw.

Senior guard Erin Miller,

Westfield’s all-time leading scorer
and outstanding team leader who was
side lined with a broken wrist, said,
“It’s been a great four years. Coming
from before when I was in eighth
grade to a 0-23 team to each year
getting better and better, everyone
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Region 3 Wrestling
SPF/Emerson Basketball

Westfield/Watch. Hills Hoops

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINCHING A TRIP TO AC…Blue Devil Jon Barnes pinned top-seeded Anthony Mariano of Parsippany in the 125-lb
semifinals to clinch a trip to the NJSIAA championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 7 through March 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS FROM OUTSIDE…Raider Danny DeCataldo, No. 12, loosened
up the Bulldogs’ defense by banging in two 3-pointers.
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Raiders Win North, Group 3, Section 2 Title
Defeat Colonia Patriots, 59-39, on March 4

(Last time was 1960 – Too late for press time)


