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Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Whitman Launches
Campaign for Congress

PEAPACK – Republican Seventh
District Congressional candidate Kate
Whitman formally announced her
candidacy for Congress at Peapack
Town Hall on February 26. She also
unveiled her six-point plan to “get
America moving in the right direc-
tion by changing business as usual in
Washington.”

“Right now our country is at a
crossroads, and I know we can do
better. All our families deserve bet-
ter,” the candidate stated.

“When I go to Washington as your
next member of Congress, I will lead
by example, and do everything to
draw the greatness out of our country
and make us all proud once again,”
she said.

She said her six-point plan is “cen-
tered around restoring fiscal re-
straint and conservatism to Con-
gress so that you, the taxpayers, can
keep more of your hard-earned
money.”

Her plan also holds politicians ac-
countable for their votes, so that those
they serve know exactly what they
are voting for and against.

“But most importantly, my plan

leads by example - it does what the
career politicians refuse to do - put
public-service before self-service. As
your next member of Congress, I
pledge that I will always, always put
you, the people of this district first,”
Ms. Whitman said.

She said to date she is the “only
Republican candidate formally ad-
dressing the issues of importance to
voters.”

Ms. Whitman also announced her
support for New Jersey Senate Bill
No. 445, the “Transparency in Gov-
ernment Act,” saying one of her first
acts in Congress would be to spon-
sor similar legislation on the federal
level.

She said her bill would mandate
the creation of websites in which tax-
payers can research financial trans-
actions of each federal agency and
Congress. Taxpayers would be able
to monitor how much money goes in,
and how and where money gets spent.
This would include contractual ser-
vices, salaries, wages and compensa-
tion, capital outlays and amounts paid
to individual vendors, for all amounts
spent.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

s ta te farm.com®

Does Your Car Insurance Match Up to #1?
Call me for a quote and see why nobody matches State Farm’s 

combination of personal service and low rates. 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets 

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAPPHIRE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$410 $219
$550 $299
$1260 $699
$1940 $1049

SUGG. SALE
$550 $299
$700 $389
$1620 $899
$2420 $1349

SUGG. SALE

$750 $409
$890 $499
$2020 $1099
$2990 $1649

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Comfort, comfort.
and a free comforter!

SAVE 35-50%
on Shifman Handcrafted Mattresses*

A N D  R E C E I V E  A  F R E E  D OW N  C O M F O RT E R *

Indulge yourself in the handmade
luxury of a Shifman mattress. A 
mattress so comfortable you can
hardly wait to climb into bed at
night. A mattress that leaves you
refreshed and invigorated. 
it’s always a great value. Come in
now to enjoy real savings and 
a free down comforter.

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE

$1100 $599
$1330 $739
$2900 $1599
$4170 $2299

Table Tennis Club to
Host Chamber Social
WESTFIELD — The New Jersey

Table Tennis Club (NJTTC) will host
a Ping-Pong Party for the next
Westfield Chamber of Commerce
Social on Wednesday, March 19 from
7 to 9 p.m., at the club located at 226
North Avenue (2nd Floor).

Master Chef Stephen Bigmore of
Feast Catering restaurant will provide
the food.  A RSVP as soon as possible
is required as space is limited. The cost
is $10 for members and $25 for non-
members. To register visit
westfieldareachamber.com or call the
Chamber at (908) 233-3021.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Residents Implore County
To Follow Corzine’s Lead

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Two county resi-
dents, last Thursday, asked the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
to follow Governor Jon Corzine’s lead
by reducing the county taxes this year.

Last month, County Manager
George Devanney released a $436.8-
million executive budget, with a $254-
million tax levy, projected to cause
tax hikes in 20 of the county’s 21
towns.

“I am here this evening to urge
Union County government leadership
to implement significant cuts in the
proposed 2008 budget by eliminating
wasteful spending, discontinuing non-
essential services and reducing fu-
ture borrowing,” Fanwood resident
John Marquardt, Sr. told the board.

Noting Governor Corzine’s pro-
posed measures to downsize state gov-
ernment and “mitigate the worsening
fiscal spending,” Mr. Marquardt said
county government “must take a page
from the Governor’s playbook and
take actions that may be painful but
necessary to restore fiscal health and
provide relief to overburdened tax-
payers.”

“Unless our elected representatives
at all levels of government take re-
sponsible action now, our govern-
ment will move closer to insolvency,”
he said.

Noting that he had met with county
officials to discuss a spending analy-
sis he had completed, including rec-
ommendations to reduce county
spending, he said had his recommen-
dations been implemented, the county
could have saved $5 to $7 million
annually.

After the county announced it was
adding 51 corrections officers to the
2008 budget, Lance Emil Cook of
Westfield said government was “get-
ting to a point where I don’t know
how we are going to get out of this
(high taxes).”

He said most towns in Union
County have seen property taxes jump
50 percent over the past eight years.

“Why can’t we keep it (county
taxes) at the same rate as last year and
start making some cuts?” Mr. Cook
asked.

On another issue, a group of
Warinanco Park users asked the board
to implement public-safety measures
to reduce speeding and incidents of
motorists driving the wrong way.

Maria Masciandaro of Elizabeth
told the board that “many cars use it
(the park) as a cut-through” to other

roadways. She asked county officials
to consider adding more signs in the
park to better protect park users. She
also requested that the county reduce
the speed limit in Warinanco, which
straddles the Elizabeth and Roselle
border.

Mrs. Masciandaro and other speak-
ers noted that although the roadway
through the park is one-way, some
motorists travel in the wrong direc-
tion.

Her husband, Joseph Masciandaro,
said on two occasions, cars traveling
through the park have hit him.

“The situation has been getting
worse…The park is becoming a race-
track,” Mr. Masciandaro said.

Linden resident Jorge Lopes said,
“The traffic situation (in Warinanco)
is really out of control.”

He also told the board that the
park’s running track “is getting de-
stroyed” by skateboarders and simi-
lar users.

“The purpose of the park is recre-
ation,” Elizabeth resident Steven
Shaffer said. “The park is for our
enjoyment.”

The residents spoke to acting pub-
lic safety director Richard Childs and
Alfred Faella, director or parks and
community renewal, after the free-
holders’ meeting.

Mr. Faella said this would be a
good time to address safety concerns
at Warinanco, given that construction
work is currently being done in the
park.

At the start of the meeting, the
board presented members of the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Committee with resolutions for
their work in preparing for the Satur-
day, March 15, parade in Union Town-
ship. The 12th annual parade kicks
off at 1 p.m. on Morris Avenue.

Students from the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, in-
cluding the Magnet High School, the
Academy for Information Technol-
ogy, Vo-Tech and the Academy for
Allied Health Sciences, were hon-
ored for their achievements.

Thomas Bistocchi, Vo-Tech super-
intendent of schools, said the Magnet
School placed third in the state in
SAT scores and is considered one of
the top 20 high schools in the nation.

He said Vo-Tech’s students’ test
scores on the HSPA and SAT are
among the highest in the state. De-
spite these high test scores, he said
Union County ranks the 19th lowest
out of the state’s Vo-Tech school sys-
tems in per-pupil spending.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING GOP SUPPORT… Kate Whitman, the daughter of former Governor
Christine Todd Whitman and a candidate for Congress in the 7th District, makes her
speech to delegates at the Union County Republican Committee’s convention on
Saturday at Westfield High School.
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New Jersey is Not Business
Friendly; Over-Regulated

SUMMIT – Kelly Hatfield, Re-
publican Candidate for Congress in
the 7th District said this week, “If you
want to know about doing business in
New Jersey, just ask the CEO, which
is what Chief Executive Magazine
has done for the last four years and
releasing their findings in the annual
‘Best and Worst States for Business’
report, January 2008.

“Six hundred and five top execu-
tives were asked to evaluate their
states on a range of issues includ-
ing: taxation and regulation,
workforce quality and living envi-
ronment — ranking New Jersey in
47th place, down from 46th in 2006
and 2007,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“It is no wonder that companies are
closing shop in New Jersey and taking
their jobs elsewhere as evidenced by
the drop in revenues reflected in Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s proposed state
budget. New Jersey needs to eliminate
over-regulation and high corporate
taxes — the key to keeping New Jer-
sey fiscally solvent is the creation of
jobs for residents. It is disappointing
that a businessman of the caliber of
Governor Corzine would simply look
the other way and not include in his
fiscal restructuring plan for New Jer-
sey incentives for businesses to stay
here,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“New Jersey has to develop ways
to encourage business to not close
their doors here but to expand their
operations, something that the Gov-
ernor hasn’t been doing enough of.

The taxes, fees and regulations that
are currently placed on small busi-
ness owners here are roadblocks to
their success.

“I plan to advocate in Washington
and when elected to Congress will
fight to cut the federal corporate tax
rate which will help to make New
Jersey more competitive in an ever-
growing global economy. This re-
quires teamwork with federal and state
governments both doing their part,”
the candidate said.

“I want to see New Jersey be in the
top 10 of the best states for business.
If we continue on our current path
without taking care of our businesses
and giving them the tools that they
need to stay viable, there will be no
reason for our residents to stay here
as all the jobs will have moved else-
where. New Jersey is on a downward
spiral and nothing is being seriously
done to avert the real crisis, which we
have ahead,” she said.

Placing Posters on Utility
Poles Could Result in Fines

TRENTON — Legislation which
would regulate the placing or posting of
certain commercial advertisements on
public or private property was unani-
mously, was passed by the State As-
sembly Consumer Affairs Committee.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), primary sponsor of the
bill. The anti-visual pollution bill would
impose criminal and civil penalties for
those who permit their posters and fliers
to be attached to poles along roadways.

“The private business people are
deriving a benefit from the use of our
public roadways and they should pay

for that benefit,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“The burden of cleaning up the litter
generated by this type of advertising
currently falls on the local
municipality’s Department of Public
Works, a cost ultimately passed on to
the tax-payer.” The bill would autho-
rize municipalities to impose a civil
penalty of $25, plus the cost of re-
moval and attorney’s fee for each
advertisement or sign posted. Offend-
ers would be charged with a petty
disorderly person charge for the first
offense and disorderly person charge
for any subsequent offense.

  McCarthy Sets
  Saturday Hours

GARWOOD – Residents are in-
vited to meet Mayor Dennis McCarthy
on Saturday, March 8 from 10 to 11
a.m. in the municipal building at 403
South Avenue.

 Residents can stop by to discuss
any concerns or just say hello. For
more information, call (908) 789-
0710 or e-mail
ariemma@garwood.org.


