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POLICE BLOTTER

TV-34 AT COURTSIDE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) TV
crew recently shot two Scotch Plains Recreation League championship games.
Pictured, left to right, are: (front row) Laura Thompson, Jeff Unlingher, Rachel
Parker, Sam More, (second row) Andrew Davidson, Will Kempner, Sarah Drum,
Bria Barnes and Lilia Perez.

Students Air First Township
Sporting Event for TV-34

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Video Production Club recently shot
and aired the first Scotch Plains Town-
ship sports competition produced for
Scotch Plains Television.

On February 28, a nine-student pro-
duction team provided play-by-play
coverage of the third, fourth and fifth
grade girls’ recreation basketball cham-
pionship game between The Mercury
and The Sparks. Later that night, the
crew shot the sixth, seventh and eighth
grade girls’ championship game be-
tween The Sparks and The Fever. Both
finals were played at Park Middle
School and began airing on SPTV this
week.

“The sports programming on our

channel has almost exclusively focused
on our fine high school teams,” said
Scotch Plains Television Director and
SPFHS TV teacher William
McMeekan, Jr. “It’s nice to see some of
our community’s other athletes shine.”

The SPFHS Video Production Club
produces a variety of programs for
Scotch Plains television, as well as
creating independent cinematic pro-
ductions. Copies of the recent basket-
ball games are available for purchase
from the club. All proceeds will go to
fund the supplies and equipment nec-
essary to produce additional program-
ming for Scotch Plains Television.

To contact the SPFHS Video Pro-
duction Club, please phone (908) 889-
8600, extension 324.

rate Sponsorships policy and autho-
rized Phoenix Advisors, LLC. to serve
as financial consultants for the financ-
ing of bonds.

Later in the meeting, Superintendent
Hayes responded to a letter from resi-
dent Bob Budiansky in reference to a
lack of information available to parents
interested in their children applying to
the Union County Magnet and Voca-
tional-Technical High Schools. She said
that she wants to make “every effort to
make sure our children are aware of the
program.”

Superintendent Hayes said that she
checked in with both Terrill and Park
Middle School principals, who said
they were not aware of any informative
materials. She contacted Vo-Tech Su-
perintendent of Schools Thomas
Bistocchi’s office, and it was decided
that all future materials will be sent to
the principals of both middle schools,
as well as the guidance departments
and Superintendent Hayes’ office.

One audience member asked the
board to make a decision earlier than
September on the 2009-2010 school
calendar. She suggested it be made by
April or May to give parents more time
for planning.

Another resident asked for the status
of the turf field at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said the district is “still on target
to have both fields completed by the
end of June.” He said there was “no
concern about them not meeting the
deadline.”

During the “Good of the Order” por-
tion of the meeting, board member
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Sasha Slocum thanked Deborah Brody,
PTA council president, “for all her hard
work” with Operation Shoebox. Spon-
sored by the all eight of the district’s
schools’ PTA’s, the PTA council col-
lected 520 boxes of items to send to
troops currently serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

“It was really impressive what this
district did,” board member Betty Anne
Woerner said.

Ms. Brody thanked the PTAs and
others involved in the effort. “It had to
be a group effort,” she said.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
congratulated the varsity wrestling team
for their second consecutive, first-place
win in District 11. “It was a strong
performance we’re all very proud of,”
he said.

Ms. Costello gave a reminder that the
SPFHS Repertory Theater group’s pro-
duction of Urinetown will begin this
Friday, March 7.

The board will meet Tuesday, March
11, for an open agenda meeting and
Wednesday, March 19, for a public
hearing on the budget. Meetings start at
8 p.m.

are we going to do to change it? Cut
[federal] spending. Make the hard
decisions,” she said. She said the
nation’s current national debt of $9.3
trillion is the highest in United States’
history.

She called herself a “business
woman who knows how to make bud-
gets, knows how to live within [them]
and knows how to cut back when
that’s necessary.”

Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th Dist,
New Providence), chairman of Ms.
Estabrook’s election committee, said
the candidate is “not a career politi-
cian or a career candidate.”

“This year, voters are not looking
for the best sound bite. They are look-
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Union County GOP
Nominating Convention

ing for someone who is authentic and
who can change the status quo in
Washington,” he said.

The GOP committee also nominated
Roselle Park Councilman Michael
Yakubo to run for one of three county
freeholder seats up for election this
year. He said he would work hard for
the party, although he admitted win-
ning a freeholder election is “always a
hard mountain to climb.”

The GOP has not won a freeholder
election since 1994 and has not held
a seat on the nine-member board
since 1997.

The GOP executive committee will
interview candidates for the remain-
ing two slots on the June ballot.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATULATIONS...Fourth Ward Westfield Councilman Jim Foerst, right,
congratulates State Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD-26, Morris Plains), center,
who won the Union County Republican Convention on Saturday. Mr. Pennacchio
is running for U.S. Senate. On Saturday, in the second round of voting, he defeated
Anne Estabrook, 191-151, to garner the Union County line.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL SMILES...Former Summit Councilwoman Kelly Hatfield beams after
defeating Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks at the Union County Republican
convention to win the Union County line. Ms. Hatfield is running for the Seventh
Congressional District and will appear on the organization line with U.S. Senate
candidate Joe Pennachhio, far right.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OOPS...Last Saturday afternoon, around 1 p.m., a Westfield woman at 115 Roger
Avenue errantly drove her vehicle into her garage, causing extensive damage.

preserving open space is to desig-
nate the 11-acre PSE&G right-of-
way, which runs through the bor-
ough, as a “Utility-Conservation
Zone.” The land is one of the largest
open areas in the borough. Officials
said such a designation would not
inhibit the current use of the land,
but would make it possible for the
borough to utilize the land for recre-
ation in the future.

Additionally, the report recom-
mended taking advantage of incen-
tive programs for energy conserva-
tion such as the state’s Board of Pub-

Erratum
The page 1 story in the February 28

issue of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times concerning the board of educa-
tion budget mistakenly had a para-
graph deleted during editing.

Officials said until the state gives
its official word on this year’s aid, the
tax impact numbers are preliminary.
Savings, in areas detailed in the ar-
ticle, put the budget at cap.

State Budget Cuts to Hit
Garwood Borough Hard
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — With New Jersey look-
ing for ways to combat rising debt, smaller
municipalities are feeling the pinch of the
state’s budget cuts.

“Everyone heard the speech by the
Governor last week, and we [small towns]
all face uncertainty at this point in time,”
said Kathleen Villaggio, Garwood Bor-
ough Council president and chairwoman
of the borough’s finance committee.

Faced with $32 billion in debt, Governor
Jon Corzine introduced a proposed budget
last week that was $500 million less than
last year’s version. One of the areas where
Governor Corzine is looking to make cuts is
in the Consolidated Municipal Property
Tax Relief Aid (CMPTRA) program. Un-
der the proposed budget, CMPTRA ben-
efits for towns with a population less than
5,000, such as Garwood, would be elimi-
nated, Garwood officials said.

The Governor’s announcement comes
at a time when the borough is facing
rising costs of its own. Preliminary fig-
ures discussed during the council’s bud-
get workshop meeting on Monday see
taxes rising in Garwood, with a house
assessed at $100,000 facing an additional
$320 in municipal taxes.

“Nobody likes raising taxes,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “It’s disheartening having
to sit up here and do this.”

According to Ms. Villaggio, the major
increases in this year’s proposed
$6,959,907 budget are $226,000 in pen-
sion costs. The borough owes roughly
$166,000 to the Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System (PFRS) and an addi-
tional $60,000 to the Public Employees
Retirement System (PERS). Although the
borough will continue to pay into the
pension programs, this year’s payment to
the PFRS and next year’s payment to the
PERS represent the last two large bills for
the pension system.

The borough’s tax increase could be
higher, however, without additional state
aid, officials said. In addition to the cuts

to CMPTRA (from which Garwood re-
ceived $360,472 in 2007), the state’s pro-
posed budget would eliminate Municipal
Homeland Security Assistance Aid, Mu-
nicipal Property Tax Assistance Aid and
Municipal Efficiency Promotion Aid.
Garwood received $25,000, $14,242 and
$18,496, respectively, from these pro-
grams in 2007. The budget also cuts the
state’s Extraordinary Aid program and
Special Municipal Aid programs by 5
percent over last year.

The proposed borough budget does not
include the cuts discussed by the Gover-
nor during his speech last week, and Ms.
Villaggio said she is hopeful that the
state’s budget will be reevaluated.

“Hopefully, that (the state’s budget) is a
working document, as this (Garwood’s bud-
get) will probably be,” Ms. Villaggio said.

As an incentive in conjunction with the
CMPTRA cuts, Governor Corzine pro-
posed $32 million in funding for munici-
palities to consolidate services or merge.
Ms. Villaggio stated that this method of
cost reduction is not likely for Garwood
since the borough already shares many
services (such as building inspections),
and the borough’s workforce is already
minimal.

“We try to share services,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “We don’t have an exorbi-
tant workforce, and the workforce that we
do have [consists of] very hard working,
dedicated individuals.”

The borough finance committee will
submit the formal budget for discussion at
the council’s general meeting on Tuesday,
March 11. Ms. Villaggio, along with Mayor
Dennis McCarthy and the borough’s busi-
ness administrator, Christina Ariemma,
will travel to Trenton today (March 6) for
a New Jersey League of Municipalities/
Department of Community Affairs brief-
ing about the CMPTRA cuts.

Mayor McCarthy was forced to leave
the meeting Monday when his nose began
bleeding uncontrollably. First Aid Squad
personnel evaluated the mayor and deter-
mined that he was fine.

to begin in early April and a planned
meeting with residents.

Councilman Bruce Walsh ques-
tioned whether police overtime would
be required during the Byron Lane
project. He requested that the gov-
erning body be informed as soon as
possible.

“Because there’s no money for this
(overtime),” Mayor Mahr said, “we
have to be very careful regarding over-
time with borough jobs.”

The same issue was raised during a
discussion of the Helen Street road
reconstruction and curb/sidewalk
project. A community meeting is
scheduled for March 25.

Mr. Pryor also said the borough
will likely reapply for a Safe Routes
to School grant to finance sidewalks
and other improvements along Mid-
way Avenue. Last year’s application
was not approved, so borough offi-
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FW Council Budget
cials indicated this year’s application
will be “enhanced.”

“They’re looking for more [in the
application] than just sidewalks,” said
Mr. Pryor. He said raised crosswalks
and other safety improvements could
also be proposed.

“There are enough people [who]
walk along that road without protec-
tion from pretty fast traffic,” said Mayor
Mahr.

“It’s not safe for walking,” said
Council President Joan Wheeler, add-
ing that sidewalks are needed along
the entire road.

“I think if we could partner with the
county, that would be a good en-
hancement of our [grant] application,”
the mayor said.

Mr. Pryor was directed to follow up
with county officials to ensure that
this year’s application reflects a
broader scope of work.

Surveillance, whose bid was the low-
est of the three received, was “highly
recommended to us” and has installed
systems in Westfield and Cranford.

In response to a suggestion from
Councilman Kevin Glover, Mr.
Mahoney said that prior to the coun-
cil voting on the contract next week,
he would look into whether it is bet-
ter, from a fiscal standpoint, to lease
the equipment.

Mr. Glover said the Volunteer Rec-
ognition Picnic would take place on
Sunday, June 1, at Brookside Park.
He expects a small group, including
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, Rec-
reation Director Ray Poerio and, pos-
sibly, Public Works Director Kevin
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Security Plans
Ward, to help plan the event details,
which is expected to draw 100 town-
ship volunteers.

At the start of the meeting, Richard
Samuel, the township Democratic
Party chairman, who is providing le-
gal advice to residents concerned
about cell tower placement, thanked
Township Attorney Brian Levine,
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff, Councilman Jef-
frey Strauss and Mrs. Malool for
meeting with him earlier in the
evening. Without providing details,
Mr. Samuel said the group had dis-
cussed ordinances and changes to the
township’s master plan “that might or
might not be helpful.”

Westfield
Tuesday, February 26, Gregory Brown,

Jr., 26, of Westfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on two
outstanding Westfield warrants. One was
a traffic warrant with bail of $695 and the
other was a criminal warrant with bail of
$530. He was held at the Union County
jail in lieu of bail pending a court date.

Wednesday, February 27, Danielle
Mitchell, 26, of Plainfield was arrested on
the 500 block of North Avenue, East,
after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. She was charged with hinder-
ing apprehension for allegedly giving
police a false name and with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Mitchell was released with a sum-
mons.

Wednesday, February 27, Randy
Maslow, 52, of Delray Beach, Fla. was
arrested on a Westfield traffic warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Elmer Street. He was re-
leased after posting $46 bail.

Thursday, February 28, John Thomson,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
from Fanwood. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

Friday, February 29, Elizabeth Bennett,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Harrison Avenue and Maye
Street. She was released on her own re-
cognizance with summonses.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 28, a resident of

Elizabeth Avenue reported that someone
threw a rock at his house and broke a
window.

Thursday, February 28, Michael
Sweeney, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop for a violation.

Thursday, February 28, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone re-
moved a decoration valued at $400 from
the front of his house.

Thursday, February 28, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
her iPod, valued at $150, from her
bookbag.

Saturday, March 1, a manager at a
South Avenue gas station reported that
someone ordered $20 worth of gas and
fled without paying.

Saturday, March 1, Claude Thurston,
39, of Linden and Jeff Standfield, 37, of
Plainfield were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, both
were transported to police headquarters,
where they were processed and released.

Saturday, March 1, Michael Nwafor,
43, of Bloomfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time officers smelled a strong odor of
alcohol. According to police, Nwafor was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released with a
summons.

Saturday, March 1, Salsabil Ali-Akbar,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop, at which time officers smelled a
strong odor of alcohol. Ali-Akbar was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Mountainside
Saturday, March 1, a resident of Vir-

ginia Avenue reported that someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in his driveway sometime
overnight and rummaged through its con-
tents. According to police, the victim
reported nothing missing at this time.

Saturday, March 1, a Poplar Avenue
resident reported that sometime overnight,
someone entered his unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in his driveway
and removed an undisclosed amount of
cash. According to police, the victim re-
ported his property was posted with sev-
eral no trespassing signs.

Saturday, March 1, police responded
to a report of illegal dumping in the brook
behind Deerfield School and reportedly
met with a resident who witnessed a juve-
nile dumping the garbage.

According to police, the witness also
saw the juvenile enter a home near Cen-
tral Avenue. When police talked to the
homeowner, he stated that his 17-year-
old son had friends over and had been
hanging out in the basement all night. The
homeowner was told that authorities had
previously received several reports of loud
partying at all hours of the night and
juvenile alcohol consumption on his prop-
erty, police said.

When the homeowner told police he
was unable to control the behavior of his
son, authorities told him he was respon-
sible for any illegal activity occurring in
his home or on his property.

Sunday, March 2, Cleophus A. Tho-
mas, 28, of New York City was arrested
and charged with DWI after being in-
volved in a single car motor vehicle acci-
dent on Route 22. According to police, he
also was charged with refusal to submit to
a breathalyzer test.

Monday, March 3, Segundo J.
Llumitasig, 41, of Plainfield was arrested
for allegedly driving without a license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 20, Robin M.

Spann, 25, of South Plainfield was ar-

rested on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Thursday, February 21, Victor G.
Onofrietto, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Bloomfield warrant
after a field investigation on Martine
Avenue.

Sunday, February 24, Julio C. Islas-
Perez, 28, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue.

Sunday, February 24, Donnell W.
Clark, 49, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a breathalyzer test. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released to a
responsible individual.

Sunday, February 24, Rakim J. Pleas-
ant, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Scotch Plains warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, February 25, Carl L. Will-
iams, 25, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Bridgewater warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Willow Avenue.
According to police, he also was charged
with providing officers with false infor-
mation.

Monday, February 25, Hatchell Grif-
fin, 37, of Rahway was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Rahway after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, February 25, Breonna S.
Williams, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
South Avenue.

Monday, February 25, Helene M. Caro,
62, of Watchung was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Union after a
motor vehicle stop on the 200 block of
South Avenue.

Tuesday, February 26, Darrell L.
Watson, 26, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Piscataway
after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue.

Tuesday, February 26, John S. Perez,
21, of Allentown, Pa. was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Piscataway,
Plainfield, Montclair and Scotch Plains
after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue.

Thursday, February 28, Narasimha R.
Murarisetty, 31, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Peapack-
Gladstone warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Westfield Road.

Thursday, February 28, Amirah J.
Brack, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Springfield Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of South Avenue.

Friday, February 29, Cedric A. Smith,
40, of Jersey City was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Hampton,
Weehawken and Union after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, March 1, James T. Taylor,
24, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a breathalyzer test after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to police,
he was processed and turned over to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, March 1, Yatung Chang, 49,
of Scotch Plains was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Fanwood warrant.

Saturday, March 1, Thomas Gaffney,
23, of Dover was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Denville after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

needed to be done “in a timely man-
ner” so the police department could
move out of the trailer in which it has
been located for the past year.

Outside contractors were used for
the demolition and construction, and
Councilman Kevin Glover said he was
voting against the resolution releasing
the funds because the work was done
by firms other than Paley Construction,
the general contractor for the town hall
renovation. He also said council mem-
bers had been unaware that these four
companies were being used.

He also said certain bids for the
construction project had been re-
quested but not shared with the coun-
cil. Paley Construction will provide a
credit to the township for these ser-
vices because it duplicated a previous
change order, but Mr. Glover said he
was not sure if that credit would cover
the entire expense.

During her opening prayer, Mrs.
Malool congratulated police officer
Ed Budzinski and his wife on the
birth of their son on February 20 and
Recreation Director Ray Poerio and
his wife on their birth of their son on
February 24.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
announced that police officer Mat-
thew Hoelzel retired on March 1 after
29 years of service. In addition, Mayor
Martin Marks noted that former
mayor Joan Papen had been elected
chairwoman of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be on Tuesday, March 11.
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lic Utilities (BPU) program that of-
fers reimbursements for towns to per-
form energy audits of municipal build-
ings. The report also recommended
that the borough promote energy-ef-
ficient insulation in buildings, as well
as the use of trees and shrubbery in
landscaping.

According to Pat Hoynes, planning
board secretary, the board will discuss
incorporating the ERI into the borough’s
master plan at a later meeting. The full
report is available on the Fanwood En-
vironmental Commission’s website at
fanwoodec.org.
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