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SP Arts Committee
Announces Concert Lineup
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Cultural Arts Committee has
announced its lineup for the up-
coming summer concert series, be-
ginning July 10.

The six performances will be held
on the Alan Augustine Village
Green, at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

New for the 2008 series is the Sum-
mer Block Party. The party, which is
held on July 17 at the Village Green,
from 7 to 9:30 p.m., invites residents
to come out and celebrate the sum-
mer with food, rides and a disc jockey.

Each concert begins at 7 p.m. on
Thursday nights (except for National
Night Out on Tuesday, Aug. 5) with a
children’s performance, ranging from
music to magic. The feature perfor-
mance begins at 8 p.m. with a differ-
ent group each week. The perfor-
mances are free and open to the pub-
lic.

Performances include:
July 10: Eva The Diva, Children’s

Songs at 7 p.m. Freebirds, Pop and
Country at 8 p.m.

July 17: Summer Block Party at 7
p.m.

July 24: Magician Matthew
Sawchuk at 7 p.m. Reminisce, ’40’s
and ’50’s music at 8 p.m.

July 31: Maracas In Concert,
Spanish Sing-Along at 7 p.m.
Carnaby Street, British Rock, at 8
p.m.

August 5: Dog Voices, ’80s to
Today’s Pop and Rock at 8 p.m.

August 14: Magician Randy St.

‘Roopa Viroopa’  Delights
Scotch Plains Audiences

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Shubanjali
School of Performing Arts (SSPA), a
non-profit organization promoting
South Asian Arts, recently presented
“Roopa Viroopa,” a stunning Indian
theatrical adaptation of the classic
fairytale, “Beauty and the Beast.”

The performance took place on June
14 at Terrill Middle School.

Prior to the adaptation, SSPA danc-
ers performed seven traditional Indian
dances in the classical Bharatanatyam
dance tradition.

One beautiful dance, the “Peacock
Dance,” which honors the national bird
of India, was performed by Madhumita
Parmar of Scotch Plains, an incoming
freshman at the Academy for Allied
Health Sciences in Scotch Plains.

Dressed in a blue costume, complete
with a full array of peacock feathers,
Madhumita, who has been dancing in
the Bharatanatyam style since she was
5-years-old, received rounds of ap-
plause for her professionally executed
dance steps.

“I like to see the audience happy
because it makes me happy,” she said.

Artistic director and choreographer
Suba Parmar, her mother, led more than
70 SSPA students in the production,
which included solo and group perfor-
mances in the tradition of Indian classi-
cal and folk dance.

The presentation was a feast for the
senses, as the brilliantly clad dancers
performed barefoot to strains of sitar-
infused melodies.

In addition to Ms. Parmar, who played
the role of Beauty, “Roopa Viroopa”
lead dancers included Monalisa
Dhobley, Sharbari Bose, Aditi Khatri,
Anuradha Renganathan, Chitra
Ramaswamy, Ragaranjani Gunnia,
Marichandra Ramaswamy, Sumana
Ramkarishnan and Minal Patel.

Dhanya Chandramohan of
Bridgewater, an incoming senior at
Bridgewater Raritan High School,
danced the part of the villain.

“It was such a great role for me. It
gave me a lot of room to grow,” Dhanya
said. “I especially had to work hard to
portray the emotional makeup and body
language of a man.”

Ms. Parmar, an accomplished dancer
in the ancient Bharatanatyam style,
founded SSPA in 1992 as an educa-
tional forum for Bharatanatyam stu-
dents.

Over the years, the school has be-
come known for its exemplary perfor-
mance and teaching standards, includ-
ing cooperative learning skills through
group choreography.

Ms. Parmar conducts SSPA in the
style of guru-shishya parmpara, India’s
tradition of a mutually committed
teacher-student relationship.

“The primary objective of any art
form is to inspire and not merely enter-
tain,” said Ms. Parmar.

SSPA received the Hindu Temple
Society of North America Outstanding
Dance School Award in 2004, 2006 and
2007.

During the 8th Annual Indo-Ameri-
can Dance competition, held on the
same weekend as “Roopa Viroopa,”
four classes of SSPA students were
awarded trophies, and SSPA was again
awarded “Outstanding Dance School.”

Sanjay Shantaram and Shama Sanjay,
a distinguished dance couple from Ban-
galore, India, helped develop the mu-
sic, concept and dramatic adaptation of
“Roopa Viroopa.”

Funding for “Roopa Viroopa” was
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, a partner
agency of the National Endowment for
the Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Next Friday, we will celebrate our
independence as a nation, as we do
every year. But we Westfield residents
can also celebrate our independence as
a town separate from Elizabethtown.

It was sometime around the early
1700s when the “West Fields” became
independent. How appropriate then to
coordinate our national celebration of
freedom with our town’s settlement
into independence.

It is unknown exactly when Westfield
separated from Elizabethtown to be-
come its own town, but July 4 certainly
seems like a fine time to celebrate it!

When America claimed her inde-
pendence from Britain in 1776, and
established a democracy, as the
American Dream of freedom and op-
portunity was born.

 For those who settled in Westfield,
the dream was fulfilled. What better
place to raise a family than in this
beautiful place some affectionately call
“Stuckeyville.”

When I was growing up in Jersey
City, I had relatives living in Westfield
on Nancy Way. I had hopes of one day
buying a house and raising my own
family here. It was obvious, even
through a child’s eyes, that this was a
nice place to be. Thus, my goal was set.

It’s no wonder the old television show,
Ed, (Stuckeyville) filmed its opening
scene here. Additionally, movies and
many commercials are filmed on the
streets and in the charming homes of
Westfield. It is not uncommon to see
film crews around town.

How does Westfield celebrate the 4th
of July? We celebrate in all the tradi-
tional ways, and this holiday is rich
with traditions. For some, that means

spending the day at the beach or loung-
ing around the local pool. Parades, pic-
nics and, of course, barbecues are all
traditional pastimes on this day.

According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, it is the most popular day of the
year for barbecuing, followed by Me-
morial Day.

The day ends with a trip to
Nomahegan Park, where the fireworks
show begins this year at 9:10 p.m.

The patriotic recipes that accom-
pany the day’s festivities this year are
appropriately all red, white and blue.

They require little preparation, be-
cause freedom from the kitchen is
just as important on this holiday, as
our freedom as a nation.

Prepare the American Flag cupcakes
a day in advance, and decorate just
before serving. The Red, White and
Blue Fruit Pizza should be made no
more than a few hours before needed,
and the Patriotic Smoothie tastes best if
it is served immediately.

All three dream recipes are not only
holiday appropriate and delicious, but
they also make great presentations at
your 4th of July barbecue.

AMERICAN FLAG
CUPCAKES

INGREDIENTS
1 box (18.2 ounces) devils food cake mix

½ cup oil
3 eggs

1 container (16 ounces) vanilla frosting
Red licorice
Blueberries

PROCEDURE

Prepare cupcakes according to
package directions. Frost the cup-
cakes. Cut the licorice into size-ap-
propriate triple strips and place alter-
nately on cupcakes. Place nine blue-
berries on upper left-hand corner. Re-
peat for each cupcake.

RED, WHITE & BLUE
FRUIT PIZZA

INGREDIENTS
1 large ( 14 ounces) Boboli pizza crust

8 ounces whipped cream cheese
1/4 cup sugar
½ cup vanilla

1 cup sliced fresh strawberries
1 cup fresh blueberries
1 cup fresh raspberries

PROCEDURE

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.
Bake the pizza crust for five to seven
minutes and remove from oven. Let
cool. Combine the cream cheese with
the sugar until well-blended. Add the
vanilla and blend. Smooth the cream
cheese mixture on the pizza, being care-
ful to leave the edges clean. Place the
sliced strawberries around the pizza.
Drizzle the blueberries around the
middle. Pile the raspberries in the center
and slice into eighths with a pizza cutter.

RED, WHITE & BLUE
SMOOTHIE

INGREDIENTS
12 large strawberries (11 cut into chunks)

1 cup orange juice
1 banana (cut into thirds)

5 -6 ice cubes
1 cup (6ounces) vanilla yogurt

Cool whip
Blue sugar

PROCEDURE

Place strawberries, orange juice,
banana, ice cubes and vanilla yogurt
into a blender and pulse until well-
blended. Pour into a large glass. Gar-
nish with Cool Whip and the remain-
ing strawberry. Sprinkle with blue
sugar and serve. Mmmmm.

American Flag Cupcakes

Red, White & Blue
Fruit Pizza

Courtesy of Suba Parmar
‘LOVE OF BEAUTY IS TASTE. THE CREATION OF BEAUTY IS ART’ (R.W.
Emerson)...The Shubanjali School of Performing Arts (SSPA) brought its adap-
tation of “Beauty and the Beast” to Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains.

Westfield, Chatham
Bands Join Together
WESTFIELD – More than 100 mu-

sicians from the Westfield and
Chatham Community Bands will
present a joint concert in
Mindowaskin Park tonight, June 26,
at 7:30 p.m.

The Chatham Community Band,
under the direction of Brian Conti,
will perform three songs at the begin-
ning of the evening.

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas
Connors, will follow with a perfor-
mance that contains a medley and a
tribute to Leroy Anderson in celebra-
tion of his Centennial Year.

Then, both bands will take the stage
together to perform Edwin Franko
Goldman’s popular medley, “On the
Mall,” as well as John Phillip Sousa’s
“The Stars and Stripes Forever.”

Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The event is free to the public. In the
event of inclement weather, the con-
cert will be held in the Westfield
community room at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

For more information, contact (908)
789-4080 or visit
westfieldcommunityband.com.

James at 7 p.m. Rod Stewart Tribute
at 8 p.m.

August 21: Mr. Ray, Original
Children’s Music at 7 p.m. Verdict,
Reggae at 8 p.m.

Jazz Performer Bob
DeVos to Play in Clark
CLARK — Guitarist Bob DeVos

will play with his trio on Friday, July
11, from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m., at Lana’s
Restaurant and Lounge, located at
1300 Raritan Road in Clark.

Mr. DeVos’ current Savant Records
release, “Playing for Keeps,” and his
previous CD, “Shifting Sands,” were
both in the top-10 nationwide jazz
radio airplay charts for a combined
46 weeks, as well on many top-CDs-
of-the-year lists.

With long, blues-drenched lines, a
warm, fat sound and a horn-like, me-
lodic approach, Mr. DeVos has a
strong following.

Joined with organist Dan Kostelnik
and drummer Steve Johns, his trio
thrills audiences nationwide with its
tight-knit performances of jazz stan-
dards, rhythm & blues, ballads and
Mr. DeVos’ compositions.

For more information, visit
bobdevosjazzguitar.com. For reser-
vations, call (732) 669-9024.

Courtesy of Gerry Goodstein
SHOP TILL YOU DROP...Little Shop of Horrors, featuring Audrey II and Jared
Gertner as Seymour, will be performed at the Paper Mill Playhouse through June 6.

ing realism, cubism, modernism and
impressionism, as well as African
art, into his pieces in a variety of
mediums.

The life-sized canvases depicting
women and children tormented by
violence and bloodshed, amid nu-
merous scenes of everyday life, were
both troubling and inspiring, leaving
an indelible and disturbing impres-
sion.

Mr. Kodi’s brilliant use of colors
and human form conveyed both the
suffering and the hope of a people
who have survived tremendous trag-
edy. Other parts of his work included
abstract collages, incorporating in-
tricate layers of interlaced colors,
lines and shapes.

Mr. Kodi told The Leader/Times
the conflicts occurring in Darfur were
rife with complexity, and oversimpli-
fications of the problems are com-
mon. It is not simply a matter of
Christian versus Muslim or African
versus Arab, he said, but rather a
complex mixture of cultural clashes,
economic forces and government
agendas that have caused the current
situation in Darfur to unfold.

Ms. Foster addressed the audience,
emphasizing a need for more public
involvement, first through widespread
education and then with active par-
ticipation in the solution.

The DRP is a non-profit 501(c)3,
founded by a group of Darfurians
from New Jersey.

Mr. Kodi’s artwork will continue
to be on display at the WAC until this
Sunday, June 29. For more informa-
tion on the DRP, contact (973) 274-
9424 or visit darfurrehab.org. Pro-
ceeds from the fundraising event will
be shared between the DRP and the
WAC.

Watchung – Darfur Event
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NJ Symphony Orchestra
To Perform Free Concert

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present a free concert by the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO) at
Echo Lake Park on Wednesday, July 2,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the Spring-
field Avenue end of Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. Lawn chairs, blankets
and picnic baskets are encouraged.

The concert will feature patriotic and
nostalgic songs by Leroy Anderson,
Harold Arlen, Aaron Copland, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, John Philip
Sousa and other composers. This all-
American salute to summer, conducted
by Jeffrey Grogan, is part of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s annual
parks series.

Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que will have
a food concession, along with an ice
cream and snack vendor, which will be

available at approximately 6:30 p.m.
The Union County information van

will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union County
Bureau of Mosquito Control, to answer
questions and offer information about
programs available to Union County
residents.

In case of rain, the NJSO concert will
be held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on West
End Place, off of Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, at 7:30 p.m.

For more information about this per-
formance, or a schedule of the other
free summer concerts at Echo Lake
Park, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 527-4900, or visit the
Union County web site at ucnj.org/
parks/summerarts.html.

Red, White & Blue Smoothie

Carnivorous Plant Overtakes Paper Mill
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SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN – Black comedy
blooms in Paper Mill Playhouse’s last
show of the season, Little Shop of
Horrors. The musical’s insidious ten-
tacles are like Jack’s beanstalk; sprout-
ing from magic beans, they overtake
the audience in a flash.

This is a campy sci-fi horror tale of
florist assistant Seymour Krelborn, an
employee of Mushnik’s Skid Row
Florist Shop, and his meteoric rise to
fame.

Bumbling Seymour is about to be
fired by the boss, when Audrey, another
employee on whom he has a secret
crush, urges him to bring out a
mysterious new plant that he’s been
growing in the backroom.

Boss Mushnik gives Seymour one
week to see if his “Audrey II” plant
improves business. It takes less than a
minute after the plant is placed in the
window for media buzz to occur.

Unfortunately, Seymour discovers
that “Two-ey” will bring him success
— as well as the romantic interest of
Audrey — all for a huge price. The
monstrous talking plant that was
“born” during a lunar eclipse demands
human blood as its food.

In a series of wacky events, schnooky
Seymour becomes Audrey’s savior
from her sadistic dentist boyfriend,
but they both wind up in a nightmare
that can’t be controlled, even with a
gun or rat poison.

Mercifully, Paper Mill’s production
doesn’t take itself seriously amid the
dark subject material of selling one’s
soul and hacking up bodies.

The first strains of Alan Menken’s
rollicking good times music are sung
by three dynamic street urchins —
Badia Farha, Angela Grovey and
Montego Glover.

The Greek-chorus-like trio has
superstar voices individually and
collectively. Seymour Krelborn –
enacted marvelously in body language,
acting and singing by Jared Gertner –
is a lovable schnook.

We want this nudnik to finally
succeed in life despite his unethical
choices. His love interest Audrey,
played by Jenny Fellner, has more to
offer than a pretty face, gorgeous voice
and knock-out figure.

Ms. Fellner’s New York kewpie doll
accent doesn’t smack the audience in
the face like other actresses’ versions
of this cult classic that came to Off-
Broadway in 1982.

Her Audrey is the downtrodden
abuse victim who finds true friendship
and more when Seymour declares his
feelings for her.

She delivers “Somewhere That’s
Green” with a controlled, perfect voice,
dripping tenderness and poignancy.

The mean-spirited shop owner
Mushnik, portrayed by Stephen Berger,
only wants to use Seymour.

On-target direction by Mark
Waldrop and inventive choreography
by Vince Pesce spin Mushnik and
Seymour around in the superbly over-
the-top song/dance number “Mushnik
and Son.”

The famous dentist scene that starred
Jack Nicholson in the 1960 movie
version of Little Shop… and then Steve
Martin in the 1986 remake saw dentist
Orin getting high on nitrous oxide.

The role is handled well by talented
Asa Somers, complete with black
leather jacket and biker boots. The
deep, expressive, jazzy voice of the
plant is provided by Michael James
Leslie.

Ben Stanton’s stellar lighting design
deserves note, and Adam Koch’s space-
economizing sets place the audience
in a sleazy neighborhood.

Doo-wop, rock-and-roll and
Motown music fill the auditorium
under the baton of musical director
Bruce Coyle and associate music
director Joe Elefante. Their keyboards
keep the pit rocking, along with gutsy
guitar punctuation by David Strauss.

This production, which runs through
July 6, comes with the warning-
whatever you do, don’t feed the plant!

A patron examines a painting from
Khalid Kodi’s “Bleeding Drapes” Col-
lection.
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WF Celebrates Independence Day
With Red, White and Blue Recipes


