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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

June 19, 1998: Jairo Henaoz’s two-
run triple in the sixth pushed Cellular
Signal of Westfield past the 1997
Champion Mattress Factory, 9-7, in
Westfield Men’s Softball League ac-
tion at Memorial Park. Down 7-3,
Cellular Signal picked up three runs
in the fifth and three more in the sixth
to pull off the stunning upset. Kevin
Lombardi launched a three-run triple
to bring home Gary Nikorak, Rob
Rowland and Kevin Zippler for the
Mattress Factory.

June 21, 1998: Timing was perfect
for the Clockwork Orange as they
banged out five home runs and amassed
29 hits to crush the unsuspecting Con-
gregation Beth Israel (CBI) Blue, 19-
7, in Jewish Community Center Soft-
ball League action at Tamaques Park.
Bob Vogel, Ira Riesenberg, Robin
Cherkes, Ed Bartosik and Dave Sand-
ers hit home runs.

June 24, 1999: Pitcher Dom “The
Destroyer” Deo kept all batters off-
balance, scattering five hits and exer-
cising a strategic intentional walk, to
lead St. Anne to a rare, 8-0, shutout
over St. Joseph in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Softball League action at Brookside
Park. Dan Margolis contributed a two-
run single.

June 21, 2000: “Ageless” may be
one way to describe Jade Isle’s Tom
Straniero. Although, perhaps, the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball

League’s senior member, he per-
formed athletic works of art both of-
fensively and defensively to help his
team frustrate Charlie Brown’s/A. J.
Jersey, 6-5, in the first game of a
doubleheader in A Division action at
Brookside Park. At the plate, Straniero
ripped two singles and scored two
runs, including triple off the left field
fence. Defensively, Straniero wowed
onlookers with two spectacular slid-
ing catches in left field.

June 24, 2001: Man’s inhumanity
to man played out on the “Field of
Dreams” at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside as the Elizabeth Reso-
lutes Vintage Base Ball team ravaged
Flemington Neshanock, 51-16, in
seven innings. The Resolutes, com-
prised mainly of players from
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Garwood, tallied
54 hits, while Flemington was held to
just a mere 12. Westfield’s Paul
Salomone, whose lucky number was
seven, banged out seven hits, scored
seven runs and had seven RBI. Steve
Hingel of Mountainside hammered
seven hits and touched home five
times.

June 16, 2002: The Orioles held
back a charging Mets team, 7-6, in
the championship game of the
Westfield University League (ages
13 and 14) at Tamaques Park. Tim
Fringer, Dave Kaplow and Stephen
Cruikshank accounted for seven of
the Orioles’ nine hits and five of the
seven runs.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Those Were the Days, My Friend,
We Thought They’d Never End

Whenever I hear “Under Pressure”
by David Bowie and Queen, I think of
Jeff Lowe.

Whenever I see Bill Barr at a high
school or YMCA swim meet, I think
of Jeff Lowe.

Whenever I see a swimmer near the
edge of the pool during a relay, and I
make sure they move back from the
pool, I think of Jeff Lowe.

Whenever I look at the WHS boys
swimming record board and see the
names Darren Hertell, Dave Schwartz
and Tom Mann still up there, I think
of Jeff Lowe.

Whenever I think of some of the
greatest non-WHS swim meets I’ve
seen, whether it’s Peddie vs. St. Jo-
seph, Peddie vs. Mercersburg (Pa.)
Academy or the Eastern Champion-
ships, I think of Jeff Lowe.

Whenever I think of the NCAA
Championships I’ve attended, I try to
remember the one I went to as Jeff’s
guest. Funny thing is, I can’t remem-
ber what year it was, or where it was,
or anything that happened while we
were there, but I think we had fun.
And I think of Jeff Lowe.

Jeff Lowe (rhymes with plow, not
toe) was a big bear of a guy, a
Princeton High School graduate and
a Renaissance kinda guy who made
a name for himself in a bunch of
ways. But to me he will always be
the best swim coach I’ve ever been
around. It was when he was the coach
at Peddie and I was working at the
Trenton Times that we first crossed
paths. His teams didn’t have many
dual meets, but when they did it was
usually a show.

There was the 1981 Peddie-St. Jo-
seph meet. St. Joe’s had one of its
strongest teams and, knowing it didn’t
have to shave or taper to win states,
the Joe’s coach shaved his entire team
for the pre-Christmas dual meet.
Lowe, typically, downplayed the im-
portance of the meet by having a
morning practice and a regular after-
noon workout before the meet. And
Peddie was also short-handed because
Lowe had suspended one of his studs
for the meet. To emphasize his point,
Lowe left lane 3 (where the suspended
swimmer would have swum) empty,
rather than put another swimmer in to
get the points.

The tension was unreal and the
meet came down to the final 100-yard
relay legs by the two anchors: Bill
Barr for Peddie, and state 100 and
200 freestyle champion Mike Goerke
for Joe’s. Goerke went in with a size-
able lead and Peddie had to win the

last relay to win the meet because
Lowe had only entered one relay (his
suspended stud would’ve been on the
other one). As fate would have it, Barr
caught Goerke and Peddie had seem-
ingly won. But one of the Peddie
swimmers accidentally slipped and
fell in the pool before the last relay
had finished, so Peddie’s one relay
was disqualified, and St. Joe’s won
the meet. Jeff said to me, “C’mon
back after you’re done writing, I’ll be
here.” Three hours later I returned to
Peddie and, sure enough, the pool
lights were on and there was Jeff, in
his street clothes, swimming laps. He
got out and we finished off what was
left of a case of beer. I got home
around 6 a.m.

And then there was the classic
Peddie-Mercersburg meet in ’82. This
one was on a Saturday afternoon, and
the place was packed and rocking. At
1:55 p.m., five minutes before the
start of the meet, the nervous team
manager placed a vinyl record on the
turntable, and Bowie and Queen’s
“Under Pressure” came on, after sev-
eral nervous attempts to place the
needle in the right place. Blasting the
speakers!

“Lowesy” later coached at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA in the
late 1980s, when WHS guys like
Hertell, Schwartz, Mann, Ed Pretre
and Derek Van Derven were among
the state’s premier age-groupers.

When I became the coach at WHS
in 1994, one of the first guys I talked
to about workouts was Jeff Lowe,
who provided me with reams of his
old daily workouts. With WHS state
championships in 1995, 1997, 2000,
2002, 2003 and 2004, they were still
good workouts.

So, it was with total sadness that I
looked at the nj.com swimming fo-
rum on Saturday, June 7, and saw a
thread that said, “Jeff Lowe.” He had
died, at age 61, the previous Tuesday.
It was the end of a tough week for me
that also saw Bo Diddley, the original
guitar king of rock-and-roll music,
and Jim McKay, the best TV sports
announcer ever, both pass away. But
those were peripheral passings, people
who were important to me but not in
an up-close-and-personal kind of way.
Jeff Lowe? That was different.

We were definitely on opposite
sides of the swimming fence. Jeff
was a big-time “club” coach, looking
for great individual performances that
would help kids earn college scholar-
ship money; for me it’s always been
the team first, looking for great indi-
vidual performances that would help
WHS win a state title. We were both
looking for the same thing, fast times,
just in different venues.

Although I’d occasionally see him
at a WHS meet against West Windsor-
Plainsboro South (where his daugh-
ter Molly coaches), we hadn’t stayed
really close over the years. Jeff went
on to assist at the Hamilton Aquatic
Club/YMCA, which not surprisingly

became a powerhouse team under
him, and most recently was a college
counselor at his alma mater, Princeton
High. I’d give anything for just one
more b.s. session with him.

Still, attending the special service
for him at Princeton High School on
June 9, you could just feel in the air
how beloved the man was. A famed
Boston Red Sox fan, he would’ve
loved it when the entire auditorium,
the school choir and string assemble
stood up to sing “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game,” literally screaming RED
SAWKS where “home team” should
be.

SPECIAL AWARDS
Quote of the Year: After winning

the Watchung Conference cross-coun-
try race back in October, WHS senior
Alex Tarlow told Leader sports editor
Dave Corbin, “Getting the Devil of
the Week sub is a defining moment in
my running career. A first-place medal
does not taste nearly as good as a sub.
It’s a proven fact.”

Clutch Performance(s) of the Year:
Senior Matt Green dropped nearly a
full second in the 50-yard freestyle to
win in a lifetime best 21.70 and upset
two heavily favored opponents, spark-
ing the WHS boys swim team to a 91-
79 victory over defending state cham-
pion Cherry Hill West in the state
Public A final.

Brandon Heroux was a really good
soccer player and javelin thrower …
until he went to the Penn Relays this
year and unleashed a historic toss of
202 feet. With that heave, the WHS
senior became the school’s first indi-
vidual champion at the legendary meet
in Philadelphia. And let’s not forget
his teammate, Adam Bergo, who last
winter became the school’s first 7-
foot high jumper at a meet in New
York.

Unheralded Performer(s) of the
Year: Senior Liz Hawkins swam four
years in the shadow of teammate Alexi
Kuska, the best all-around freestyle
swimmer in school history, and two
years behind Suzanne Lemberg. But
“Lizzie” wasn’t too shabby herself,
ranking No. 2 all-time at WHS in the
100 back, No. 7 in the 100 fly and No.
7 in the 50 free.

Gab O’Leary spent three years get-
ting assists on baskets by her team-
mate/best bud Erin Miller. When
Diana Venezia, Gabby Jakub and Keri
Pringle went down with injuries,
O’Leary switched from point guard
to low post and did the dirty work:
rebounding, setting picks and play-
ing defense. End result: the team’s
first county championship.

DO THE MATH
WHS softball all-stater Cyndil

Matthew scored 39 runs (with 35
hits) in just 56 official at-bats this
spring. That’s a .625 batting average
and an unreal .696 scoring average.
With one season left, Matthew’s 79
career runs ties the school record, set
by WHS Hall of Famer Nancy Kasko
(1982-85).

ACE IN THE HOLE
Colin Campbell, the son of former

WHS footballer/golfer Jeff Campbell
(’76), is doing a summer internship in
New York City and was asked by his
boss to fill out a foursome in a charity
golf event last week. Campbell, a
standout football/golfer at SP-F (’07),
scored a hole-in-one, which report-
edly won him a $50,000 Cadillac.
(He opted for the $45,000 cash award.)

IN THE (E-)MAIL
In a recent Devil’s Den about the

best hot dogs, we wondered that if
New Jersey has so many “Texas
Weiner” restaurants, does Texas have
“Jersey Weiner” places to eat? We got
an immediate e-mail from former
WHS/Bucknell football standout
Dave Reitze (’61). The star tailback
for Les Zorge’s last WHS football
team in the fall of 1960 is now retired
after a career with Exxon and living
in Galveston, Texas.

“I’ve been in Texas since 1976 and
want everybody to know that there is
no such thing as a ‘Jersey Dog’ in
Texas,” Reitze said. “We don’t even
have ‘Original Texas Weiners.’ We do
have an imitation ‘Coney Dog’ but
nothing compared to some of the dogs
I had in New Jersey.”

Also got a nice e-mail from Don
Miller (’47), who enjoyed our men-
tion of Spittin’ Joe Freeman. Miller
played a little football and baseball
under Freeman, who Miller insisted
never cut a player and never ran up a
score on an opponent.

Miller also remembered Freeman
as “an underrated and outstanding
English teacher. I hated Homer’s ‘Od-
yssey,’ but he made me go back and
grasp the meter and the race of its
poetry. He loved good music and I
remember him playing Massenet’s
‘Meditation’ from Thais on a record
player and explaining why it was so
good.”

Miller also provided another possi-
bility as to how Freeman got his nick-
name.

“He kept a few plants in his class-
room and he had a nervous habit of
spitting between his teeth into the
plants from time to time, usually on
Fridays. The girls didn’t like it, but
we boys thought it was funny. And we
never called him Spittin’ Joe to his
face, of course.”

And, six decades later, the thing
Miller still vividly recalls about his
high school days are the Friday after-
noon pep rallies, before the Saturday
football games.

“Spittin’ Joe would address the
crowd, his assistants, Mr. (Jack) May
(backfield) and Mr. (Bart) Ellis (line),
would be introduced, the band would
play and the old school on Elm Street
would shake!”

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR! That’s
all Folks.

Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus 

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker   Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

Model
Now Open!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering 
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where 
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and 
specifications are subject to change without notice.
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Luxury 
Condominium 
Residences 
in the Heart 
of Downtown 
Westfield

Model NowOpen!

Luxury Condominium Residences 
For Those 55-plus

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

David B. Corbin (June 2001 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME…The Elizabeth Resolutes Vintage Base
Ball team played an 1864 rules, game at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside. The
Resolutes were comprised of men from Westfield, Scotch Plains and Garwood.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Alan in,
and he’ll bring results!

Alan Rubin

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN.  6/29  1-5PM
1041 Tice Place

WESTFIELD . . . This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes, features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4
full and 1 half baths on an exquisite third of an acre. Combining gracious formal living with comfortable family
features to suit all of your entertaining and everyday living needs. Some of the notable features are a 2 story
entry foyer with an elegant stairway, distinctive 2 story family room adjacent to a state-of-the-art kitchen with
top of the line appliances, first floor guest room and full bath, private study, 2 gas fireplaces and a luxurious
master bedroom retreat. View the interactive floor plan at www.1041ticeplace.com.  Directions: Central to
Clifton to Tice #1041.  $1,500,000.  MLS # 2536281


