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Three SPFHS Students
Receive Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 19,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association awarded
three scholarships to local students
at their annual awards meeting.

The first recipient was Meghan
Dhaliwal, the daughter of Kiran
Vernimb, class of 1978. Meghan
was awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
During her four years in high school,
Meghan has been busy as a hostess
at the Sun Tavern, with dance classes
and competitions, show choir and
horseback riding.

Meghan has been an officer in
Amnesty International, a human
rights organization, and participated
in a global AIDS campaign. At the
Alumni assembly, Meghan shared
some of her performance experi-
ences with the group. She will at-
tend Boston University in the fall.

The second recipient, Kaitlyn
Suriano, is the daughter of Kathy
Walzer, class of 1977. She was also
awarded $1,000.

Some of Kaitlyn’s activities in-
clude varsity and junior varsity
cheerleading, serving as captain on
the latter, and president of the Ital-
ian National Honor Society. She
volunteers for worthy events, such
as Relay for Life, Students Con-

cerned for the Needy, Senior Citi-
zens Day, Read Across America,
the PALS program and the Walk for
Lizzie.

Kaitlyn is a published poet and
has shared her poetry with the
Alumni Association members.
Kaitlyn will be attending James
Madison University in the fall.

Kaitlyn Fisher, daughter of Albert
Fisher, class of 1982, was awarded
a $500 scholarship. She plans to
attend Capri Institute, where she
will study cosmetology. Much of
Kaitlyn’s time has been taken up
with work, but still found time for
activities, such as helping the home-
less and serving as a sight guide for
the visually impaired at two local
organizations.

Area Students Graduate
With the Class of 2008

The following area students gradu-
ated as members of the Class of 2008.
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times will publish
releases in the order they are re-
ceived and congratulate all students
on their achievements.

Michael Forman of Westfield
graduated from
Newark Acad-
emy. He will at-
tend George
Wa s h i n g t o n
University in the
fall.

E m m a n u e l
Zah of Garwood
earned an Asso-
ciate in Arts in

Early Childhood Education from
Essex County College.

Francis Walker of Scotch Plains
graduated with honors and an Asso-
ciate in Applied Science in Human
and Social Services from Essex
County College.

Emily Bluck
of Westfield
graduated with
an International
Baccalaureate
from Newark
Academy. She
will attend
Scripps College.

K i m b e r l y
Speller of

Westfield earned an Associate in Sci-
ence and Social Sciences from Essex
County College.

Danielle Louise Coleman of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Connecticut College.
Danielle is the daughter of Linda and
Hugh Coleman.

Michael Hessemer of Scotch Plains,
received a Bachelors of Science de-
gree, Cum Laude, in Mechanical En-
gineering with a minor in Business
from Lehigh University. Michael is
the son of Phil and Roxanne Hessemer.

Rose Woehr received her Bach-
elors degree and graduated with hon-
ors from Rutgers University. She will
attend Rutgers Graduate School of
Education next fall.

Erin Grace Goldberger of Westfield
has received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, with university honors, in pro-
fessional writing with a minor in digi-
tal imaging design and photography
from Carnegie Mellon University. Erin
is the daughter of Michael Goldberger
and Joanne Accardi-Goldberger.

Christopher Keenoy of Westfield
recently graduated with his Juris Doc-
torate from New York Law School.
Christopher is a former graduate of
Westfield High School and The Col-
lege of William and Mary. Christo-
pher, a Dean’s List honoree, was vice

Joseph Greenaway, III

Emily Bluck

Michael Forman

Bradford Cantor

Kevin Hobson

president of the Media and Sports
Law Association as well as serving
on Law Review. Christopher is the
proud son of Donna and Patrick
Keenoy of Westfield.

Bradford Cantor of Westfield
graduated from
Colby College
with Honors in
Geology and
distinction in his
major, as well as
Dean’s List sta-
tus. Bradford
was a former
graduate of
Westfield High
School and is the son of Joshua Can-
tor and Karen Flannery.

Kevin Hobson of Westfield gradu-
ated cum laude from Colby College
with a degree in
in te rna t iona l
studies. Kevin
achieved Dean’s
List status and
received univer-
sity honors. A
graduate of
Westfield High
School, he is the
son of Mark and
Tracey Hobson of Westfield.

Ashton T. Gibbs of Scotch Plains,
graduated from Seton Hall Prepara-
tory School. Ashton received the
Msgr. William J. Daly ’38 Award as
the Outstanding Athlete in the Class
of 2008. He will attend the University
of Pittsburgh in September.

Brendan J. Kirby of Scotch Plains,
graduated from Seton Hall Prepara-
tory School. Brendan received the
Msgr. Thomas J. Tuohy Award,
which is presented to seniors who
have maintained a 4.0 GPA for four
years. He will
attend Boston
College.

J o s e p h
Greenaway, III
of Westfield
graduated with
the John E. Wing
Jr. Award from
Newark Acad-
emy. He will at-
tend Occidental
College.

KINDER GRADUATES…On the morning of June 3, kindergarteners at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison received their diplomas and prepared to
enter the first grade during a special ceremony in the school’s Lower Snowdon
Library. Pictured above, Jane Anderson-Schmitt of Metuchen receives her
diploma from kindergarten teacher Donna Gurkas of Westfield.

SP Student Earns
William Daly Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ashton Gibbs,
a Scotch Plains resident, was hon-
ored at Seton Hall Preparatory
School’s Baccalaureate awards cer-
emony on May 31.

Msgr. Michael Kelly, Headmaster,
presented Ashton with the Msgr. Wil-
liam Daly Award, as the Outstanding
Athlete in the Senior Class.

Held at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark, the event
preceded the school’s 148th Com-
mencement Exercises the following
morning at Seton Hall University’s
Walsh Auditorium.

As a four-year starter on the bas-
ketball team, Ashton led the Prep
teams he played on to a cumulative
record of 112 and 11, collecting four
Iron Hills Conference championships,
two Essex County Tournament titles,

three NJSIAA Non-Public A cham-
pionships and one NJSIAA Tourna-
ment of Champions championship.

He was All Iron Hills Conference
three times, twice All-Essex County
and All-State All-Groups his senior year.

On February 19, he broke the 34-
year-old all-time career scoring mark
at Seton Hall Prep of 1,774 points,
held by Keven McDonald. He fin-
ished his career with a 30-point effort
in the North Jersey finals, topping out
his career mark at 1882 points.

He will continue his academic and
athletic career at University of Pitts-
burgh on a basketball scholarship.

BOOKWORMS…Students from Westfield’s Jefferson Elementary School had a
wonderful opportunity to enhance their home libraries by buying books at the
First Annual Jefferson Used Book Sale.

Larkin Graduates
From U. of South

SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 11,
Morgan Frances Larkin of Scotch
Plains graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree with a major in English
from University of the South. Mor-
gan is the child of Mr. and Mrs. John
Stephen Larkin.

Pingry Seniors Honored
For Athletics, Academics

AREA – Three seniors at the Pingry
School were honored with awards
and nominations for their excellence
in athletics and academics.

Gordon Peeler of Westfield was
nominated for the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
(NJSIAA) “Nick Gusz” Male
Scholar-Athlete Award. Gordon let-
tered in varsity swimming and var-
sity water polo during his sophomore,
junior and senior years, and he was
captain of both teams during senior
year. U.S.A. Swimming named him
Scholastic All-American in 2008, and
U.S.A. Water Polo named him to the
Academic All-American Team in
2007. He is the only U.S. high school

athlete to receive both honors. Gor-
don is an AP Scholar and a Bloustein
Distinguished Scholar, and was a Na-
tional Merit Scholar candidate. In
addition, he has dedicated more than
400 hours to Habitat for Humanity in
South Africa, and he received the
Dartmouth University Book Award
for Intellectual Leadership in 2007.

John Guiffre of Scotch Plains was
nominated to receive the 2008
NJSIAA’s Scholar-Athlete Award,
and he was honored for the nomina-
tion at a luncheon at Pines Manor in
Edison. John was named Swimmer
of the Year in Somerset County, named
MVP in the Eastern Water Polo “B”
Division and was named to the All-
Tournament 1st Team in Water Polo.

Adrienne Spiegel of Westfield and
Gordon were nominated for the
NJSIAA/Educational Testing Service
(ETS) New Jersey Scholar-Athlete
Awards. To qualify for the award,
students must be graduating seniors,
must have won at least two varsity
letters in high school and must be in
the top 10 percent of their class.
Adrienne played varsity soccer and
varsity track, and lettered in both.

Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

Join in the festivities as Sunrise of Westfield 
hosts a Summer Open House Celebration. At this 
exciting event you can mingle with neighbors, 
residents and guests. You can also enjoy seasonal 
fare and delight in a variety of themed entertainment.

While you’re here, meet our team, tour our 
community and find out what we do to make our 
community a place seniors are proud to call home.

Light refreshments and a raffle will be available.

Tours will be provided by Tara Burns and 
Sunrise Team members

Open House
at Sunrise of Westfield

– Open to the public –

EVENT DETAILS

Open House
Open to the public

 Saturday, June 28th

11:30am - 3:30pm 

Space is limited. RSVP to
our Concierge 908-317-3030 

by June 26th.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Atan looks good,
an education

lasts longer.

Many Courses Start
the Week of

July 8th

• Get started on a college career or earn credits toward
your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations or learn

from home with Telecourses & Online courses

This summer, do something that’ll CHANGE your LIFE

For info call (908)709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Local Residents
Graduate from Rowan
AREA – On May 15 and 16, ap-

proximately 2,790 students gradu-
ated from Rowan University, 12 of
which are local residents.

Christopher Della Serra, Cranford;
Brianne Hickey, Cranford; Melinda
Palomares, Fanwood; Allison Will-
iams, Fanwood; Gaetano Marretta,
Mountainside; Lash Green, Scotch
Plains; Daniel Heppt, Scotch Plains;
Erin Sullivan, Scotch Plains; Robert
Jahn, Westfield, and Shanna Vella,
Westfield. All graduated with their
undergraduate degrees.

Christopher Swenson of Scotch
Plains and Michael Attanasio of
Westfield, graduated with their
graduate degrees.

Petrow Honored
With Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jaclyn Petrow
of Scotch Plains was one of four tal-
ented and community-minded, visu-
ally impaired students honored by The
Little Rock Foundation on June 5. The
foundation also presented the students
$7,500 in scholarships to the colleges
and universities of their choice.

Jaclyn’s scholarship is to Univer-
sity of Mary Washington.

A non-profit organization dedicated
to improving the lives of visually
impaired children and young adults,
The Little Rock Foundation has rec-
ognized students in the past seven
years and presented a total of $130,000
to help them reach their personal
goals. Each recipient excels in educa-
tion and also has extraordinary lead-
ership skills and is enterprising and
community-minded.

Tina Fiorentino, executive director
of The Little Rock Foundation,
founded the organization with her hus-
band, Rocco, after their baby became
blind due to a premature birth.

Reynolds Graduates
Naval Academy

WESTFIELD – Navy Ensign Mar-
garet Reynolds, daughter of Margarita
and Philip Reynolds of Westfield,
recently graduated from the United
States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Md., and was commissioned as an
officer in the United States Navy.

Reynolds successfully completed
four years of intensive academic,
physical and professional military
training, resulting in a Bachelor of
Science degree.

Reynolds is a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School.

WF’s Riggs Graduates
Boston University

WESTFIELD – David Riggs of
Westfield graduated from Boston
University.

David, who had served as an in-
tern at The Westfield Leader and The
Times, earned his degree in journal-
ism and graduated with Cum Laude
honors.

More Education
           on Page 17


