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Scotch Plains SID Not Receiving
Business Owners Support

Letters to the Editor

I feel compelled to write this letter to
the editor regarding an extraordinary state-
ment made by our Mayor Martin Marks at
the June 17 town council conference
meeting that has gone unreported by the
media. Marks’ outrageous statement was
“This ordinance will pass no matter what,
because I said so.”

This was uttered by the mayor regard-
ing the SID (Special Improvement Dis-
trict) ordinance, which was introduced at
the June 10 meeting; and it is being cham-
pioned by Councilwoman Malool.

I was shocked to hear Marks’ state-
ment not only for his dictatorial tone but
also for the fact that public discussion
about this ordinance has not yet occurred.
Indeed, discussion about the ordinance
was actively suppressed during the June
10 public town council meeting when the
ordinance was first introduced. Mayor
Marks went so far as to hastily terminate
that meeting without the usual question
and answer period in order to prevent the
opinions of the audience from being aired
that night.

At the June 17 town council confer-
ence meeting, Ms. Malool argued that
several meetings were held to discuss the
plans for the SID. She also said that
talking to individual business owners on
a one-to-one basis was infeasible and
claimed she had done all that she could do
to inform the business owners affected
and it was time to vote on the SID.

Councilman Glover, on the other hand,

said that he would support in principle an
initiative to revitalize Scotch Plains’
downtown area; however, he thought that
rushing into the process was not prudent
and argued that the council should strive
to build a consensus and allow time to
bring everyone on board — especially
since there is substantial opposition as
evidenced by a petition against the SID
ordinance submitted to the council.

It is instructive to contrast the Scotch
Plains SID process to Westfield’s experi-
ence, which implemented a SID in 1996.
Looking back at articles in The Westfield
Leader in 1996, it seems the business
community was fully engaged and sup-
portive of the SID. Indeed, Westfield
business owners were among the most
vocal and active proponents of the
Westfield SID. Compare this to Scotch
Plains 2008 where Ms. Malool has cre-
ated a situation where the town council is
threatening to approve the SID ordinance
without public debate and over the objec-
tions of the majority of the town’s busi-
ness owners.

It is a potent testimony to Mayoral
Candidate Malool’s poor leadership that
the SID process, which should, in prin-
ciple, improve the business environment
in town, is so vehemently opposed by the
local business community. A SID that is
not a partnership with the town business
community is surely destined to failure.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains DEM Committee

Samuel, Scotch Plains DEM  Chair,
Roils Over Newspaper Editorial

A while ago, you [Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times] printed an editorial [May
15, 2008], which was a vicious distortion
of reality and a personal attack on me. I
have not responded for some time be-
cause I wanted to let my initial emotional
reaction cool with time so that I could
give a more objective response.

I reviewed past issues of your newspa-
per to see if your editorial attacking me
was a single aberration in an otherwise
fair and objective history of reporting and
editorial practices but have found this not
to be the case. Rather than share my own
personal reaction to your news and edito-
rial practices, at this time, I have decided
to provide, over a period of time, many
examples of what others have said about
other reporting and editorials in your news-
paper.

If you choose not to print this as a letter
to the editor please place it as an adver-
tisement and send the invoice to me.

In the June 17, 2004 edition of your
newspaper a reader’s letter appeared
which contained the following words,
phrases and/or sentences. I cannot deny
that they ring true to this day. “Your
publication and approach to reporting
news documents a steady meltdown of
journalistic ethics and standards. Your
failure to identify yourself as a propagan-
dist is perhaps your key flaw. You obvi-
ously have forgotten your responsibili-
ties as publisher of a community newspa-
per. Your regular use of negative attacks,
misleading headlines, photo captions, and
both politically and ethically flawed car-

toons, is a lot of misdirected energy di-
rected wherever you see fit to put gasoline
on a fire.” [authored by Joseph Spector,
Westfield].

In the May 23, 2002 edition of your
newspaper, in a rare display of unity, the
Scotch Plains Republican and Democratic
chairmen co-signed a letter reacting to a
cartoon about which a former mayor said
“You have insulted every veteran, every
Jew and every decent citizen who resides
in this community by your insensitivity
and crassness.” [authored by William
McClintock, GOP and Kenneth Lipstein
DEM in response to cartoon of May 16,
2002].

The chairmen said in part: “to compare
Adolf Hitler and his regime to anything
occurring in Scotch Plains belittles those
who died and suffered during the Holo-
caust as well as those brave men and
women of the Armed Forces who gave
their lives or suffered injury in fighting
that great evil.”

I would add that your reporting during
the 2006 municipal election demonstrates
that you have not changed your ways. I
would suggest that before you throw rocks
at others, you clean up your own act.

Dick Samuel,
Scotch Plains DEM Chair,

Candidate for Council

By now, many Union County residents
have heard of the Union County Free-
holder Board’s 2008 “Go Green Initia-
tive.” We’re drawing on Union County’s
experience in environmental program-
ming to conserve more energy and natu-
ral resources, and keep more toxic chemi-
cals out of the environment.

One of our best green resources is the
Master Gardeners of Union County. This
group of dedicated volunteers is trained
by agricultural experts through the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension. In turn they pro-
vide the public with free access to their
knowledge and experience.

This wonderful volunteer service can
go a long way toward helping you go
green at home. With expert advice from
the Master Gardeners, you can enjoy a
yard that is less dependent on chemicals,
and healthier for your family and for the
environment.

You can contact a Master Gardener
through their volunteer helpline at (908)
654-9852, by e-mail at
mastergardeners@ucnj.org, or visit their
new website at mastergardeners-uc.org.

If you come across a mysterious plant
or insect, you don’t have to reach for
herbicides or pesticides. The Master Gar-
deners can help you identify it, and rec-
ommend safe ways to keep it from over-
running your yard.

County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

‘Green’ Is A Natural
For Union County

If you’re thinking of using a fertilizer,
the Master Gardeners can help you order a
convenient test from the Rutgers soil test-
ing laboratory. The test will help you use
the right amount, so your yard can thrive
without harm to plants and waterways.

The Master Gardeners can also help
you choose hardy native plants for your
yard. Because they grow healthfully with-
out extra water or chemicals, native plants
save money on utility bills, herbicides,
pesticides and fertilizer.

Converting vegetable scraps into com-
post is another budget-wise area in which
the Master Gardeners offer expert advice.
Kitchen compost is a free, all-natural soil
booster that helps your plants grow with-
out chemicals.

The Master Gardeners’ Demonstration
Garden welcomes visitors. It is located by
the Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Union County’s Watchung Reserva-
tion in Mountainside. Among its projects,
the garden raises flowers and vegetables
for donation to healthcare facilities and
community food banks in Union County.

You can find out more about all of
Union County’s environmental resources
by visiting us at ucnj.org, and clicking on
the “Green Connection” icon located at
the bottom of our home page.

Working together, we are all on the
road to cleaner, healthier communities.

See more on the Net
goleader.com

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE CHAPEAU CHEF...Richard Dreher of Westfield dons a non-traditional
chef’s hat during the 2008 Les Marmitons International Gala Event at the Grand
Summit Hotel on June 6 to 8. New Jersey and the Cranford chapter played host
to the culinary event this year with guests from throughout North America. See
story on page 20.

Munoz Statement on ‘No’ Vote
For New Jersey State Budget

Since February when Governor Corzine
introduced his Fiscal 2009 budget, Re-
publicans have worked diligently to pro-
vide constructive ideas for attacking New
Jersey’s spending problems. Those ideas
were virtually ignored and rejected out-
of-hand. Real savings were identified and
proposals made as to how they could be
properly redirected. Not only did these
savings address this year’s budget, but
long-term fiscal disciplines were also
suggested.

Again, the Governor and the Democrat
Party chose to turn a blind eye to the
Republican Common Sense Plan.

My decision to vote ‘no’ on this budget
is predicated on its direct and indirect
financial impact on the taxpayer. Given
the extensive reduction in municipal aid,
the residents in New Jersey will either be
called upon to pay higher property taxes
or experience a reduction in local ser-
vices. How much more can Trenton take
from its citizens without giving back?
Apparently, we have not yet reached that
point based on this budget.

I am further appalled by the
Legislature’s approval to borrow $3.9
billion for school construction. The ini-
tial request was for $2.5 billion, which
inexplicably rose by over 50 percent
within a matter of weeks. Why?

In my profession, patients demand my
accountability, and rightfully so. This
issue deserves no less. While conceptu-
ally, the goal of building new schools
may be desirable, the historical lack of
responsibility in this area dictates that
continuing to spend money without struc-
turally correcting the fiscal mismanage-
ment over the years would perpetuate
the waste.

To endorse this budget would be a
disservice to my constituents and all tax-
payers. While there may be some areas
with which I agree, in its totality I cannot
vote to approve something that fails to
address basic necessities such as account-
ability and affordability.

Assemblyman Eric Munoz
LD-21, Summit

‘Hello, Mr. Black Bear’: Let’s Keep
Our Friendship ‘Long-Distance’

The only places that I’ve seen a black
bear have been at the Delaware Water
Gap, the Adirondack Mountains and the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. And it’s
been from the safety of being in a car.

On Wednesday, May 21, I decided to
hike and fish at my favorite place in
northern Morris County. When I ap-
proached the place where I park my truck,
I noticed several garbage cans that had
their contents strewn across the road. I
knew this was the work of a large crea-
ture. I thought to myself, “is this the day
I finally meet a bear along the trail?”

I headed to the lake with my fishing rod
in hand. After a mile, I started casting
lures into the lake. During the day I caught
some black crappies, bluegills, a yellow
perch and a couple of smallmouth bass.
The fish were nothing to brag about. After
hiking another mile along the lake, I looked
up and saw a black animal about 150 feet
in front of me. It ran a short distance,
stopped and looked back at me. I made
some noise and the bear ran away. I was
happy that my first encounter was so
easy. I felt empowered.

I walked another 150 yards to a nice
spot and began casting. I heard a noise
and looked around. It was a black bear. At
first, I thought it was the same bear. But
this bear acted differently. It was only 75
feet from me. It was around 150 pounds,
very curious and was sniffing at me. He
looked like he wanted to get closer, de-
spite me telling him to “get out of here.”

I realized that I was not like my child-

hood hero, Davy Crockett. I did not want
to wrestle with this bear! Bears can run
fast and climb trees. I opted for standing
my ground. After a minute or two, the
bear finally wandered off.

I ate lunch. I bet that bear would have
enjoyed my peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich. Maybe that’s what he smelled. I
attribute this bear’s behavior to the fact
that it was a youngster. Bear cubs stay
with their mother through the next winter.
In their second spring, they start to go off
on their own. I probably saw two siblings.

I was a little nervous thinking about my
walk back to my car because I would have
to pass within one-eighth of a mile from
where I saw the bear. I did not think that
the bear would attack me, but he was
curious, and I was afraid that he would
want to get close to me. You never know
what a wild animal will do. I respect
animals and keep a safe distance from
them. I decided to make a spear. I “bor-
rowed” a long stout branch from a beaver
lodge and carved a sharp point on the end.
I felt a little bit safer.

On the walk back, I heard a squawk and
saw a great blue heron. The bird dropped
something into the water. It was hard to
see. The blowing wind moved the bushes,
making it eerie. After the two-mile walk,
I was happy to be at my truck.

I hope that my bear friends have a good
summer and that I don’t see them again in
the fall. I’m too old to wrestle.

Dean Talcott
Fanwood

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price

Familie Bauer Grun

$11.99

Ten Mile Broken

Road  $10.99

Uva Mira Sauvignon

Blanc $17.99

Some people would say that this is an Argentinean
imitation of a Bordeaux.  It is 55% merlot, 40%

malbec and 5% cabernet sauvignon.  We would say
that it is a perfect expression of the complexity and
fruit that Argentina can give us.  All kinds of plums,
berries and black fruit.  This is an intricate wine and
it deserves a good decant and the very nicest steak

you can put on the grill.

Antis Reserve Cuvee Mendoza
2004  $18.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$9.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$17.99
$15.99
$10.99
$7.99
$12.99
$12.99
$9.49
$11.99
$10.99
$9.99
$10.99
$9.99
$12.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 07/02/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $26.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $34.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $29.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $26.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $58.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $30.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $20.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $23.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $19.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $19.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $21.99   750ml

We love our Gruner Veltliner
around here.  It is so

interesting & different and
comes in so many styles.  It
can age so well as well.  This

one is new and has a
delightful twist to it.  It is

25% Malvasia.  Lovely long
fruit, bright acid, floral and

mineral components.  A
great before dinner wine,
but equally awesome with

grilled sausages too.  Austria
is showing us some love.

This is a classic California
field blend made of petit
sirah, barbera, zinfandel
and carignane.  Big, huge
berry flavors are balanced

by great earth and herb
tones.  The acid helps make

it a great food wine.  The
spice elements make it a

perfect partner to spicy ribs.

South Africa is one of the
four best places in the world

to make sauvignon blanc.
This is a delight of

gooseberry, lime, passion
fruit and grapefruit.  Try it
before your grilled food is
ready.  Fresh and crisp: the

cheese and crackers will be a
happy match.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

Saturday In-Store Tasting:
from 3pm to 6pm

Come Sample these wines on Saturday


