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Crash on West Broad Street
Déjà vu All Over Again

A Great Westfield Moment;
Mother and Ducklings Saved

The People of Garwood Made this
Year’s Food Drive a Success

SPF Youth Baseball,
Homerun 1st Season
The first season of the newly organized

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball
(SPFYBA) 17- and 18-year-old league
can only be described in one word — a
homerun!

Special thanks go to all the volunteers
who helped to organize the spring league.
They did a remarkable job to make the
season a successful one — from recruit-
ing players, selecting uniforms, arrang-
ing schedules, sending team e-mails,
making telephone calls, finding fields
and umpires, and of course, bringing the
Gatorade.

On behalf of all the players, thank you for
extending the SPFYBA age limit and for
letting all of us “play” just a little bit longer.

Connor Viglianti
Fanwood

I would like to recognize some local
citizens who went above and beyond the
call of duty today in saving a family of
ducks on St. Paul Street in Westfield.

This morning [last week], two students
from Westfield High School, Pat and
Bobby, saw a mother duck with her nine
baby ducklings following behind her,
walking on St. Paul Street. After seeing
them almost hit by a car, the boys tried to
rescue them. The ducks ended up behind
my office. My law partner, Trish, and I
joined in the effort. Another man, Tom,
also helped as we tried to shepherd the
ducks to Mindowaskin Pond.

We got about half a block away from
the park, when the mother duck walked
over a sewer grate. Following behind her,
three of the nine ducklings fell into the
sewer. As Trish and I herded the rest of
the family to the pond, the boys, along
with neighbors Paul and the guy in the red
shirt (who did a great mother duck call)

and passerby, Greg, called the police and
stayed with the stranded ducklings.

Two men from the DPW arrived and
we were able to open the grate and scoop
out two of the ducklings with a butterfly
net. The third duckling waddled through
a large sewer pipe and ended up under the
middle of the street. Unwilling to leave
the last duckling, the whole group of us
worked together. Paul even climbed down
the manhole into the sewer to save that
last little duck. Cradling the three lost
babies in a box, we took them to the pond
and reunited them with their family. It
was a great Westfield moment!

I just wanted to publicly thank every-
one who took the time out of their busy
day to save this duck family. You were all
compassionate, kind-hearted souls who
did a really good deed!

Lisa Black
Westfield

On Saturday, May 17, Garwood held
its third annual Spring Community Food
Drive. I thank everyone involved for
making it the success that it was.

Thanks to Saint Anne’s, Saint Paul’s
and the Garwood Presbyterian Church.
Thank you to the mysterious Garwood
Bulletin Board letter writer for announc-
ing the food drive in the churches, bulle-
tins and display boards.

Thanks to Lincoln-Franklin School
teachers, parents, staff and students who
collected and donated the bulk of the food
— and to Sue Baran for picking the bags
up and delivering them. Thanks to Scout-
masters Jim Matheson and Bill Gallatioto
– and to Boy Scouts Nick Gallatioto,
Brendan Bucciarelli, Ryan Baran, and
Ryan Bjellequist-Ledger of Troop 75.
Thanks to Cadet Girl Scout Troop 395
leader Roseanne Bucciarelli and Girl
Scouts Elise Bucciarelli, and Kaeley Hay.

Thanks to volunteer food sorters Coleen
Hay, Leslie Breen, Debbie Ledger and
Marie Casella who are now masters of the
intricate food sorting system. (Can beef
jerky be considered meat? Where does a

can of sardines go?).
Thanks to Mike O’Donnell and the

Garwood Knights of Columbus for let-
ting us use their hall as the collection
depot and to sort and store the food for
delivery. Thanks to Jack Leary and Nick
Basso for all their behind-the-scenes as-
sistance.

As you can see from the above list, the
drive had at least seven community groups
donating their time and service. I apolo-
gize if I missed someone.

The final thank you goes to all of the
borough residents who donated the food.
Because of your donations and everyone’s
help, we were able to deliver 20 sorted
boxes to local residents in need. Truly
you are a giving people.

There are many food drives around
Thanksgiving and other holidays, but other
times of the year the shelves are empty.
Hopefully our drive helps fill a little bit of
the growing need for assistance in our
area. We will work together next year to
do it again. I thank you all. See you then.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Here we go again...
After enjoying the beautiful weather at

my oldest daughter’s WHS graduation,
and en route to a celebration dinner, my
daughter received news via cell, that
aghast, someone hit my van, which was
parked in front of the house on West
Broad Street.

Is this a déjà vu moment? No, it has
happened again. Approximately five years
ago at 10 p.m. in the same spot, my Saturn
was totaled while parked in front of the
house. So now, years later, and I thought
wiser, (I no longer park in the p.m. on the
street), I thought my only source of trans-
portation was safe.

But no. Was the driver on her cell
phone? Did she drop something? Don’t
know and at this point don’t care. For the

second time, my car is gone, and my only
crime is parking on West Broad Street.

Is there a solution to this? I am not the
only resident to have lost a vehicle to
careless driving on this block. Could the
county put up speed bumps like the ones
they have on Chestnut or Rahway Av-
enue? Could the police department patrol
the speed limit? Cars literally fly down
West Broad like it is the parkway. This is
a residential neighborhood. There is a
school on the block. I don’t know what
the solution is, but something has to be
done.

One graduation memory my daughter
didn’t need to have on June 19, 2008.

Jill Anderson
Westfield

Fanwood PBA Responds to Mayor
And Council’s Layoff Statements

Fanwood Council President Joan
Wheeler wrote about how fiscally pru-
dent and socially responsible the mayor
and council are. She also made it known
that she is up for reelection this fall. This
is what she isn’t telling you:

The mayor has been in office for ap-
proximately five years and was fully aware
that full pension obligations were due in
Fiscal Year 2008. The mayor failed to
inform the public that, for the past 10
years, Fanwood has not paid any or only
a small portion of their pension obliga-
tions. When the state told the municipali-
ties they had to start paying their full share
in 2004, the payments were phased in due
to pressure from the League of Munici-
palities, of which the mayor is an active
member.

In 2004, the borough paid 20 percent of
their obligated amount, and each year
their obligation increased 20 percent until
it reached 100 percent. The mayor failed
to disclose this information, as well as
where the hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars went that the borough saved over the
course of 10 years. (Reference NJ Divi-
sion of Pensions and Benefits Public Law
1997, Chapter 115; P.L. 2000, Chapter 8;
P.L. 2001, Chapter 44; P.L. 2003, Chap-
ter 108).

We would like to know where this
money was spent – not only as members
of the pension system, but for the taxpay-
ers of Fanwood. All employees paid their
share into the pension system during this
period, and our members pay the highest
amount in public employee contributions
in the nation. The money saved was sup-
posed to be used for property tax relief
(per Assembly Appropriations Commit-
tee Statement to Senate Bill 1961). How-
ever, Fanwood and every other munici-
pality squandered that money on every-
thing but property tax relief.

As public employees, we are very dis-
appointed that the state and municipali-
ties robbed our pension fund of hundreds
of millions of dollars. Even more alarm-
ing is that they have the audacity to turn
around and use it as a distraction from
their own mismanagements and wasteful
spending.

If a private business or corporation
acted in a way that the state and local
municipalities did, they would have been
charged criminally. That’s what makes it
very frustrating because we feel, first they
robbed us, now they’re blaming us for the
money they stole.

There has been a lot of misinformation
recently regarding public employees’ sala-
ries and pensions. Our members are in the
New Jersey Police and Fire Retirement
System. Our pension is very strict and
each retirement is examined to make sure
nothing has been added to your salary. It
will solely account for base salary as
pensionable income. It does not allow
part-time employees or political appoin-
tees into the system, nor can one ‘pad’
your pension — as the politicians do by
getting ridiculous raises shortly before
retirement. This is why the police and
firefighter pension system is more stable

financially than any other public retire-
ment system.

The mayor and council have blamed
just about everything and everyone (with
the exception of themselves) for the cur-
rent fiscal problems that forced them to
issue all borough employees layoff no-
tices. Among the issues I have seen the
council cite as justifications for these
notices are: state aid cuts, increasing cost
of salaries, health insurance, uniforms,
contractual items, utilities, etc. Mayor
Colleen Mahr said, “[the] decision to
send out the layoff notices was misinter-
preted in ways we could not have fore-
seen,” and that the decision to send these
notices out was “incorrectly reported”
and was “[not] because of our state aid
numbers.” The mayor pointed to “loss in
revenues [and] significant increases in
our pension obligations [due to the state’s]
ridiculous ramp-up schedule” for refund-
ing the pension system.

At a recent town council meeting, The
mayor referred to this situation as “the
perfect storm” and claimed that they were
blindsided by this “storm.” The mayor
and council have not accepted any re-
sponsibility for the town’s fiscal situation
and have failed to take appropriate ac-
tions to weather this “storm.” With the
exception of state aid cuts, they were well
aware of everything else they had men-
tioned.

Our PBA Local 123 and the majority of
taxpaying citizens are dissatisfied with
Governor [Jon] Corzine and his slashing
of financial aid to the smaller municipali-
ties of our state. The PBA strongly be-
lieves the mayor and council are using the
aid cuts as a smoke and mirror campaign
to avoid accepting responsibility for the
potential layoffs and fiscal mismanage-
ment of the Borough of Fanwood. Unfor-
tunately for them, they’re running out of
people and things to blame and will even-
tually have to take responsibility for the
decisions that put us in this situation.

The [Fanwood] Police Department
current staffing levels have been the same
since 1974, when Councilmen [Anthony]
Parenti was the Chief of Police. To lower
levels now through proposed layoffs after
34 years will not only compromise officer
safety, but will also have an adverse ef-
fect on response time and services pro-
vided, as well as the general safety of the
citizens of Fanwood.

We strongly encourage all residents of
the Borough of Fanwood, whether they
are in support of, or strongly oppose, the
layoffs, to attend the “community-wide
meeting” regarding the borough’s bud-
get. The meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, July 9, at 7 p.m. at Forest Road Park.
It is of the utmost importance that the
residents are aware of the intended ac-
tions of the mayor and council. These
proposed layoffs affect our entire com-
munity and every citizen’s opinion should
be heard.

Ronald Greco
PBA Local 123 Delegate

Fanwood

Pool Members Petition
For Misting Palm Trees

Dear Commissioners: Attached is a
petition signed by 136 members of the
Westfield Memorial Pool requesting that
you reverse your decision and permit the
installation of the three misting palm trees
provided for in the original plans for the
new pool, which are on display in the
office of the recreation commission in the
town hall. These signatures were obtained
within the space of a few hours – so strong
is the opinion of the pool members that
the palm trees be installed and be installed
immediately given the shortness of the
summer season.

The members who signed this petition
see no reason for the palm trees not to be
installed. There is no question of safety.
The island and plumbing for the palm
trees, and the palm trees, cost a consider-
able amount of money, which will be
wasted if the palm trees are not installed.
A fourth misting palm tree was installed
in the children’s pool area and is being
enjoyed by children and adults alike, as
are the misting palm trees just like this
one in many other recreation areas across
the country and around the world.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Westfielder Asks for
Flag to be Returned

On Thursday, June 19, we put up on
our porch a brand new beautiful Ameri-
can Flag. On Friday night, while we were
asleep, our flag was removed from our
front porch, taken off of the pole and then
the pole was replaced, minus the flag.

I left a voice mail on Detective
Schneider’s phone, realizing there was
no way he could recover our flag, but
wanted it on record. My next-door neigh-
bor saw how upset I was and offered me
his flag. I since have ordered a new flag.

It’s not a good person who would do
this, young or old. Kindly return our flag
in the manner it was taken. No action will
be taken.

Arlene Burnham
Westfield

Democrats’ State Budget Will Make New Jersey
Less Affordable; Common Sense Rejected

At a time when every New Jerseyan is
under assault from rising taxes and soar-
ing prices for food and fuel, this budget
does nothing to make our state more af-
fordable. Instead, it is guaranteed to add
to the already high cost of living.

The governor says this budget doesn’t
raise taxes or fees. In reality, this plan sets
the stage for hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in higher taxes, tolls and fees.

Cuts in municipal aid will lead to im-
mediate property tax increases in many
towns because the governor’s plan will
do nothing to help these communities
reduce their expenses before budget cuts
take effect. Local government leaders
will have no choice but to raise taxes and
eliminate or scale back vital services.

Rebates will shrink or disappear for

people who were promised property tax
relief when the Democrats were pushing
to boost the income and sales taxes. It
should be no surprise to anyone who has
followed state government over the last
seven years that the rebates are gone for
many, but every tax increase remains.

The governor said a 10-year-old “tran-
sitional” utility tax finally would be al-
lowed to expire this year. Instead the tax
will remain, even as some homeowners’
electric bills soar 17 percent.

And perhaps the biggest tax increases
of the year will result if Governor Jon
Corzine is allowed to go through with his
plan to raise gas taxes or tolls to pay for
transportation projects, as he has said he
will do later this year. Nothing will make
New Jersey more unaffordable than boost-

ing commuting costs when gasoline and
diesel prices already are at record highs.

Republicans crafted a budget proposal
that doesn’t raise taxes or tolls, restores
aid needed to ease the property tax burden
and fully funds the state’s transportation
needs for years with no new gas taxes or
tolls. The governor rejected this com-
mon-sense plan out of hand. My Repub-
lican colleagues and I in the New Jersey
Senate urge him to reconsider. We are
ready to discuss our proposals for making
New Jersey more affordable at any time.

See Senatenj.com or
Njassemblyrepublicans.com for more
details of the Common Sense Plan for an
Affordable New Jersey.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
GOP Senate Leader, Westfield

Amnesia is the Best Medicine
To stay sane, Mets fans need short memories –

Willie Randolph who? Shea Stadium, where’s that?
It wasn’t pretty how Willie was dumped. Somehow
the crass style of George Steinbrenner even seems
more professional.

Each year, beleaguered Mets fans have high hopes
that they can outshine the Yankees while somehow
making the playoffs by overcoming the Braves and
the Phillies. Last year’s horrendous fold,
‘forgedabowdit.’

Yankee fans need amnesia too – Joe Torre who?
Yankee Stadium, huh?

When Mets and Yankee fans can conjure up posi-
tives about being at .500 as the All-Star break ap-
proaches, well, that’s what baseball does, brings
hope and enthusiasm to the most delusional fans.

Putting the Major Leagues aside, the spring Norman
Rockwellesque little leagues are a colorful and vivid
success. Move over though. For the more ‘middle-
aged’ society. It’s time for ‘Old Timers’ softball to
garner sole possession of the spotlight.

The St. Bart’s league continues with no letdown in
the fun. Each year the teams get shuffled but most
already know who the ringers are. League organizers
are holding to their promise of not diminishing the
spirit(s) of the play. With the lively chatter amongst
players in their e-mail loop, most teams still have
hopes (or delusions) of victory in the league.

We’re not talking Mickey Mantle here. The Chupko
brothers, Frank and John, leave fans in awe of their
unbelievable talents. Dean Talcott always has “treats”
of Dino’s Vino. Howie Bialos keeps everybody
abreast of what is happening. Tom Straniero, Al
Betau, Karl Grossmann and Dave Rothenberg are
still striving for excellence. Keith Gibbons, Lou
Balestriere, Tony Perfilio, Paul Morello, Joe McEvoy,
Jim Hoelzel, Al Weber, Pat Luongo, Tom Reade,
Pete Chemidlin, Ben LoBrace, Nick Dinizo, Tom
Ulichny, Tom Kucin, Steve Ferro and Joe Romash,

among many others, keep rolling along.
Brian Williams always reminds everyone of his

dashing looks. Scott Curtis, Damon Roth, Kevin
Woodring and Kevin Spellman have a wonderful
mix of power and speed, and Anthony Blasi is
learning to throw overhand.

Scotch Plains softball organizer Ed Zazzali, des-
perate at first to corral his crowd and balance the
impact of weather, now seems to have matters under
control. The league has a plethora of power men,
who can blast the ball into the trees and into Westfield.
Veterans Steve Barba, Mike Parkhill, Jason Weisholtz,
Ed Gutierrez, Emidio Monaco, Ron Germinder, Joe
DeFabio, Steve Brainard, Brian Dayton, Marty
Marks, Bobby Chez, Joe DelaSalla and Pat Nigro are
still slapping the softball all over the field.

Mountainside softballers always take a jump on
the other leagues. They are nearly done with their
schedule. Spokesman Neal Bradley probably has the
planning for the Chrone’s Old Timers game com-
plete. As Mr. Bradley has been with Mountainside
softball for some time, soon one would question his
eligibility to be with the youngsters and probably
more appropriately belonging to the old-timers?

The Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association,
known as FOMSA, perseveres, playing at LaGrande
Field and Forest Road Park. Veterans, such as the
Swisher brothers, Bill, Bob and Jim, and sure-handed
Chris Klukas dazzle the fans. Veteran “Wild Thing”
Hal Breuninger continues to fire the ball around the
plate area and another veteran, Drew Koski, contin-
ues to round the bases. Young Anthony Blasi is
displaying his fielding finesse and the Watson Road
team has fielded a team of former Westfield High
School “Glory Boys.”

While all this is going on, Giants fans are quick to
point out that football is a little more than a month
away. Impossible to have a Super Bowl again like
last year?

Status: Review of School District
Superintendent Contracts

The Leader/Times has posted the 23 county school
superintendent contracts at goleader.com/features
for the public to review. Additional documents are
being sought regarding retirement and benefits to
enable a full review of compensation packages. We
will post it when received.

Three weeks ago, New Jersey Education Commis-
sioner Lucille Davy ordered all school districts to

submit copies of superintendent contracts to county
super-superintendents for review of potential abuse.
The commissioner urged the public to review the
contracts.

We solicit public analysis and comment to assist us
in our review and reporting, which will occur over
the next few weeks. Please send your comments to
editor@goleader.com.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp
2. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided
3. Lanate – Covered with a hairy sub-

stance or wool
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdivi-

sion

VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic

having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
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