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County to Pave 14 Miles
Of Roads This Summer
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will vote tonight on a $3.7-million
contract for the resurfacing of 14 miles
of county-owned roads this summer.
The contract and other resolutions
were on the June 19 meeting agenda
for review by board members.

Dan Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times fol-
lowing last Thursday’s freeholder
meeting that all but $197,000 of the
roadwork would be paid through a
grant from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation. The county
would pay the remaining costs of the
contract, which is to be awarded to
Star of the Sea Concrete Corporation
of Old Bridge.

Locally, Terrill Road will be paved
from LaGrande Avenue in Fanwood
to King Street in Plainfield. Sky Top
Drive will be paved from Valley Road
in Berkeley Heights to Glenside Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Other roads to be resurfaced are
Plainfield Avenue in Berkeley
Heights, Glenside Avenue in Berke-
ley Heights and Summit, Madison
Hill Road in Clark, Magie Avenue in
Elizabeth, Rahway Avenue in Eliza-
beth, the Boulevard in Kenilworth,
Stiles Street in Linden, Rahway River
Park in Rahway, Mountain Avenue in
Summit and Salem Road in Union.

Mr. Graziano said the Boulevard in
Kenilworth would be paved at night
due to the heavy traffic volume along
the 1.3-mile stretch of roadway to be
resurfaced. He said roadwork on the
contract would commence in July
and continue into September.

In other business, the board will
vote on an ordinance to appropriate
$625,000 for the county’s acquisition
of the Hungarian Citizens Club, a .77-
acre property located off Old Raritan
Road in Clark. The purchase includes
the 4,600-square-foot club hall and its
grounds. An agreement to purchase
the property was reached between the
county and club last month.

Also included in the ordinance is $1.3
million for “professional services and
improvements” to the Union County
Fire Academy in Linden, a facility uti-
lized by 20 of the county’s 21 munici-
palities. Elizabeth does not train there.

During budget talks this spring,
Public Safety Director Richard Childs
estimated that a new facility would
cost $13.9 million and include four
training classrooms and a 100-seat
amphitheater.

The county hired Netta Architects,
based in Springfield, in October 2007,
to design a new facility to be located at
the academy’s same address of 700

Lower Road in Linden. The county’s
lease of the academy with the City of
Linden runs through 2030.

A resolution reviewed last week
would hike employee insurance pre-
miums between 3 and 20 percent, for
a total of $32.8 million for the 2009
Fiscal Year, which begins July 1.
Horizon, which has county contracts
for traditional, PPO, direct access
and HMO coverage, is increasing its
contract 3 percent over last year.

Health Net, an open access POS
plan, has proposed a 4.25 percent
hike, while Aetna is seeking a 20
percent increase for its HMO. Only
13 employees are enrolled in the Aetna
plan, according to last week’s agenda.

Prescription costs, contracted through
Systemed/Medco, a self-insured pre-
scription drug program, is being in-
creased by 13 percent to $9.4 million.

The board will also vote on a
$38,430 contract with Trenton-based
Vital Communications, Inc. to pro-
vide maintenance and technical sup-
port for MOD IV software utilized to
access property tax records. Al Faella,
director of parks and community re-
newal, said 15 of the county’s 21
towns currently utilize the service.

Two other contracts the board is con-
sidering tonight involve services for
inmates at the county jail in Elizabeth.
Correctional Health Services, Inc. of
Verona is seeking a one-year contract
for $1,129,599 to provide medical and
health care services for inmates.

A previous $750,000 contract with
East Orange General Hospital to pro-
vide non-emergency services, such
as surgeries and hospitalization of
prisoners, is being reduced by
$300,000 to $450,000. East Orange
General replaced Trinitas Hospital in
Elizabeth earlier this year in provid-
ing the service.

Director of Correctional Services
Brian Riordan said earlier this year that
East Orange General offers a secured
floor for prisoners who are guarded by
Essex County correctional officers.
Union County must supply its own
guards for each prisoner at Trinitas
Hospital, which does not offer secured
floors. Mr. Riordan told the freeholders
in April that it cost the county $1,000
per inmate at Trinitas versus $350 at
East Orange General.

Trinitas has been retained to handle
emergencies for inmates, Mr. Riordan
said. The contract is being increased
to $600,000, a hike of $300,000.

The county freeholders will hold a
public hearing preceding a vote on
the 2008 Union County budget to-
night at 7 p.m. at the county adminis-
tration building in Elizabeth. The
$437.7-million budget increases taxes
by $13.1 million or 5.48 percent over
last year. County taxes will be raised
in 19 of the county’s 21 towns.

DWC Told to ‘Expect Less’
For Downtown Projects

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea told the Downtown
Westfield Corporation board of di-
rectors on Monday that state aid cuts
will likely reduce opportunities for
outside funding of improvements to
the town’s business district.

On the evening that New Jersey
State Legislature passed a $32.9 bil-
lion budget, Mr. Gildea, responding
to an inquiry by DWC Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin, said capital
improvements in town would likely
be limited to paving “a few roads and
some drainage” projects.

Mr. Gildea based his comments on
progress of the town’s budget and his
expectations for aid from the state.

It was also revealed at the meeting
that the Downtown Westfield 5K run
would follow a different route when
the race is held next month.

Ms. Cronin said the route of the
Downtown Westfield 5K, often called
the “Pizza Run,” would be changed.
The start is slated to be moved closer
to Central Avenue to allow racers to
feed into the field from the back of the
pack.

This change results in moving the
turn off East Broad Street from
Mindowaskin Park to North Euclid
Street. (Northbound traffic, which
used to be diverted onto North Euclid,
will need to use Harrison Street.)
Mrs. Cronin said the route is going
less far into residential areas, noting
removal of the Tuttle Parkway seg-
ment. The race is slated for 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 23.

On another issue, Ms. Cronin said
$1,000 was needed to pay for power-
washing to remove graffiti on down-
town businesses’ facades where scrub-
bing was ineffective. She said two
college students from Westfield were
working for the DWC through the

“Clean Communities” grant program.
Their efforts will be supplemented by
community service work from area
youth offenders, Ms. Cronin said.

Discussion of the South Avenue
streetscape project, which is already
funded, is about to be bid, Ms. Cronin
said. The project, which is managed
by the DWC, has a completed bid
specification. Town Attorney Robert
Cockren is slated to review the bid
specifications shortly.

Town Council liaison to the DWC,
Andy Wasserman, said Westfield was
selected as one of the top 100 towns
in America by Relocate America.com.
He said Westfield was the only New
Jersey community to make the list.

The Sweet Sounds Downtown jazz
concerts held on Tuesday evenings
begin on July 1. Rain dates are the
following evening.

Jamie Chavez of Xocolatz attended
his first meeting as a member of the
board. Mr. Chavez replaces David
Martone, who resigned following dis-
covery that the new location of his
business, Classic Thyme, was out-
side the special improvement district
of the town.

Lead Hazard Action
Taken by County

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced a drive to fight lead hazards
in lower income single-family and
multi-family dwellings countywide.

Funding for the program was awarded
to Union County in late 2007, in the
form of a $3.9 million federal grant.
Union County funding of $100,000
brings the total to $4 million.

The grant will expand lead
remediation efforts to include train-
ing for contractors and workers in
reducing exposure to lead paint at
work sites.

Sprint Backs Out of Cell
Tower Proposal in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Gregory Meese, at-
torney for SMSA Limited Partnership,
the applicant proposing a cell phone
tower at the Cranford Swimming Club
on County Park Drive, presented re-
vised plans during the Cranford Zoning
Board of Adjustment meeting on Mon-
day, showing the height of the mono-
pole reduced by 10 feet, from 130 to
120 feet, because Sprint backed out of
the deal. This height difference changes
the required setback of tower height
distances from 162.5 feet to 150 feet
and alters the minimum setback to a
property line, which is now 360 feet,
reduced from 390 feet. The application
is still not within the required setbacks.

William Master, a professional plan-
ner hired by the applicant, said the
compound area for the remaining, three
telecommunication companies’ equip-
ment would stay the same size “in case
of an additional carrier in the future.”
Mr. Master will continue his testimony
at the next meeting on Monday, July 14.

John Gillooly, a real estate appraiser
certified since 1992, spoke on behalf of
SMSA and gave most of the testimony
that evening. He presented a paired
sales analysis, which he said is a study
of a sale of one property and a resale of
the same or “very similar” property. He
studied all “same” properties in his
report. He said that since there was not
a cell tower in the Cranford area in
question, he looked at a “comparable
location” that had a monopole. He chose
51 Brown Avenue in Springfield, north
of Route 22. The tower was built in
April 2004, and is “one mile from the
subject’s location,” according to Mr.
Gillooly. Someone in the audience later
shouted that it is two-tenths of a mile
from Route 22, according to a satellite
image the person had.

The Springfield tower is located in
an industrial zone, whereas the tower
SMSA is proposing would be located
in a residential zone, with the tower 246
feet from the nearest home in Westfield.

In his report, dated June 16, 2008, he
showed two sets of data, those homes
with a view of the tower and those
without. He looked at all sales prior to
and following April 2004 to determine
the appreciation rate, a measure of in-
crease in the value of a sale. He said he
eliminated homes that were “substan-
tially renovated,” which he listed as
having a remodeled kitchen, a finished
basement or an addition, among other
things, from the first sale. This infor-
mation, he said, was either obtained
from a building permit issued or dis-
closed from a real estate agent. He also
removed homes that were sold for one
dollar and cases where a property was
sold as part of an estate sale.

His findings determined that homes
with a view of the tower increased 1
percent on average per month, or 12
percent per year, and homes without a
view were the same, on average. The
median rate of appreciation was 0.8
percent per month for homes with a
view and 1.1 percent for homes without
a view. The mean was 0.6 to 1.7 percent
with a view, and 0.7 to 1.3 percent
without a view per month.

Jeffrey Pistol, vice chairman of the
board, asked Mr. Gillooly many ques-

tions and made comments. “You would
expect to find an increase,” Mr. Pistol
said of any property sale over a given
time period.

“It doesn’t tell us anything,” Mr. Pis-
tol said of Mr. Gillooly’s data.

Mr. Pistol added, “People know if
there is a cell tower, view or not, and
they may choose to look in another
neighborhood. That’s the real type of
analysis you should have done.” The
audience clapped in response.

“Just by looking at these
addresses…it is more of a commercial
area than Kenilworth Boulevard in
Cranford,” he said.

He also asked why he did not look at
a comparable neighborhood without a
tower to see the difference in apprecia-
tion. Mr. Gillooly responded by saying
there is not a comparable area.

Mr. Gillooly told The Westfield
Leader that no one had asked him to
examine rates of appreciation in the
Cranford/Westfield area that would be
affected by the tower placed at the
swim club during that same time period
he calculated for Springfield to see if
appreciation rates were below, same or
higher than the same period in Spring-
field. This could give the board a way to
compare the “comparable area” affected
by a tower to the Cranford/Westfield
neighborhood. He also said that he
couldn’t compare this area to the one he
calculated in Springfield because “there
still could be a location difference.”

In sum, he said, “I have never found
an impact” to the rate of appreciation
due to a cell phone tower in proximity
to a residential zone.

Westfield resident Austin Habib
asked Mr. Gillooly what the prices were
of the residences in his market area. He
answered with numbers ranging from
$380,000 to $630,000. Mr. Habib shot
back that homes in the Westfield and
Cranford area are in the $600,000 to
$850,000 range. Mr. Habib also said
“many times you don’t need a license
for it [remodels].”

Norman Albert asked Mr. Gillooly if
views of Manhattan or a waterfront
could have a tax impact on a home, and
he answered yes, it may.

Cranford resident Frank Krause later
asked if a cell tower could negatively
impact the tax revenue to a township by
a lower tax assessment of homes with a
view of a tower, and Mr. Gillooly said
that was not his area of expertise. Mr.
Krause also raised the question of how
the members of the swim club, each an
owner of the club because they buy a
bond to join, could be impacted by their
share in a sale should the swim club
dissolve and the property be sold off.
The board said Mr. Gillooly did not
have to answer since he testified to no
data such as this.

Earlier in the night, Glenn Pierson,
expert engineer for the applicant, gave
the opponent’s attorney, John Schmidt, a
pile of raw data used for Mr. Pierson’s
earlier charts of gaps in coverage for each
cell phone carrier that was requested be-
fore. Mr. Schmidt said he was “blindsided”
by Mr. Pierson giving him these records
in the hearing, knowing he had his own
witness to speak on behalf of this infor-
mation. Mr. Pierson had possession of the
data months earlier. Mr. Schmidt’s wit-
ness will speak at a later meeting.

GW Master Plan
The Garwood Planning Board has sched-

uled a meeting on Wednesday, July 9, at 7:30
p.m. at borough hall to solicit input from
residents as the master plan is in its develop-
ment. All Garwood residents are invited.


