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ing,” said Ms. Hayes. “You will need
to be flexible and adapting.”

The superintendent encouraged the
graduates to remain positive as they
move through life, since “people who
are optimistic are more productive,
more successful and generally lead
happier lives.”

“Remember to call home,” said Ms.
Hayes, as a recommendation to not
forget those who supported them
along the way. “You owe that to your
parents.”

After the graduates received their
diplomas, the last speaker of the
evening, class president Robert
Cunningham, addressed the new
alumni. Robert said that even though
many of his classmates were eager to
move on from high school, there was
a certain amount of sadness in leav-
ing SPFHS behind.

“Every senior here, no matter how
much they want to get out of here, has
had a heavy heart for the past few
weeks,” Robert said.

“They are mere sea monkeys in an
ocean filled with whales of fun and
sharks of adventure,” Robert said,
referring to the aspects of high school
that could be considered “annoying,”
such as late nights devoted to physics
problems. But he reminded his class-
mates that those experiences paled in
comparison to the good times, in-
cluding cheering on Raider athletes.

Ten students from the class of 2008
earned National Merit commenda-
tions, and 40 were inducted into the
National Honor Society. Students
Dennis Ruiz and Courtney Slaten
were also recognized by the College
Board’s National Hispanic Recogni-
tion program and the National
Achievement Scholarship, respec-
tively.
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Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STYLE…Amidst the crowd of graduates, Sean Dolgin sports a pair of retro
shades and chats with friends during the SPFHS commencement ceremony.

Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market Begins
New Season This Saturday Morning

SCOTCH PLAINS – Opening day
for Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market-
place season begins this Saturday.
The annual outdoor event is held ev-
ery Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(rain or shine at the discretion of each
vendor) until November 1. It takes
place in the Municipal Parking lot on
Park Avenue in the Towne Centre of
Scotch Plains.

The Marketplace is sponsored and
managed by the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association
(SPBPA).

The Marketplace provides a venue
for the community to gather, for kids
to learn where their food comes from
and for local producers to sell their
fresh products – just picked, baked or
made only hours before. It brings the
farmers directly to our community.
Many vendors have samplings, and
most times, they can suggest ways to
prepare their unique offerings.

“Every year, we invite a varied and
limited number of top-quality, expe-
rienced vendors, who have a passion
for what they do, and we have them
provide an engaging variety of fresh
grown produce, delicious handmade
baked goods, and gourmet-style food
products,” said Jeff Stein, local mar-
keting strategist and returning Mar-
ketplace manager.

This season’s special attractions
are no different. They include a vari-
ety of Jersey Fresh fruits and veg-

etables, a delectable selection of fresh
baked bread and goods, handmade
granola and trail mixes, unique nutty
confections, handmade hard Amish
pretzels, pickled vegetables, jams, jel-
lies, honey, fresh roasted organic
coffees by the cup or pound, cut flow-
ers, potted herbs, and much more.

“People like the homey feeling and
quaintness of our market, and our
unique offerings,” Mr. Stein said.
“This year, we are planning addi-
tional activities such as live music, a
blood drive, a barbeque and, perhaps,
a pet adoption day.”

The Marketplace was originally
established in 1992 as a community
service to help support local farmers
and enable them to develop new mar-
kets for their fresh grown produce. In
1994, the SPBPA took over the man-
agement reign to attract and increase
business activity in the Towne Cen-
tre.

WIC Coupons are welcomed by
participating vendors at the Market-
place.

Additional information can be
found by visiting the SPBPA Web site
at visitscotchplains.com. Mr. Stein
can be reached at (908) 322-6774.

The SPBPA is a non-profit organi-
zation whose purpose is to assist and
enhance the business community in
the Township of Scotch Plains through
its networking activities and commu-
nity involvement.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIDDING FAREWELL…Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes addresses
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2008 at the graduation cer-
emony.

Westfield
Sunday, June 15, police arrested

Jonathan Connor, 19, of Westfield,
Drew Lambke, 18, of Rahway, Rob-
ert Scherer, 21, of Garwood and a 15-
year-old female Westfield resident
outside Washington Elementary
School on St. Marks Avenue after
several residents reported hearing
screaming and breaking glass in the
area.

All were charged with disorderly
conduct. Additionally, Connor,
Lambke and the 15-year-old were
charged with possession of alcohol
by an underage person, and the juve-
nile was charged with obstructing
administration of law for allegedly
interfering with an arrest.

Scherer also was charged with ag-
gravated assault of a police officer for
allegedly spitting on the officer, while
Lambke had outstanding traffic war-
rants from Westfield, with $91 bail,
and Clark, with $250 bail. Bail
amounts for Scherer, Lambke and
Connor were set at $2,500, $1,000
and $500, respectively. The juvenile
was released to her father.

Tuesday, June 17, Mitchell L.
Brower, 18, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Newark criminal war-
rant. He was released after posting
$125 bail.

Wednesday, June 18, Scott Villa,
23, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Garwood traffic warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at Maple
Street and Third Avenue in Garwood.
He was released after posting $89 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 17, a resident of

Westfield Road reported that some-
one threw a brick at his house and
broke a window.

Tuesday, June 17, Maria Cardonia,
38, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop for a violation. Accord-
ing to police, she was transported to
headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, June 18, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone made $800 worth of unau-
thorized purchases online.

Saturday, June 21, a resident of
Willow Road reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle and re-
moved her GPS system valued at ap-
proximately $700.

Sunday, June 22, Chaka Nelson,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop for a violation. Accord-
ing to police, he was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, June 22, Leon Golding,
40, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. According to
police, he was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, June 22, Carlos Rios, 43,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop for a viola-
tion. According to police, he was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, June 18, police re-

sponded to a call from a resident of
Long Meadow who stated that she
allowed a family friend to stay in her
home as a guest. According to police,
the guest allowed his girlfriend into
the house and she subsequently was
videotaped removing prescription
medication from the homeowner’s
purse. The incident led to the arrest of
Charlotte Diamonte-Nabet.

Wednesday, June 18, Charlotte
Diamonte-Nabet, 20, of Agoura, Ca-
lif. was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a field investi-
gation.

Thursday, June 19, a resident of
Globe Avenue reported that someone
smashed the driver’s side window of
his vehicle and removed his laptop
computer.

Sunday, June 22, a resident of Saw-
mill Road reported that someone
threw a brick at his front door and
dented his screen door.

Sunday, June 22, a resident of Darby
Lane reported that someone removed
13 termite stakes from her yard and
turned on her outdoor water faucet.
According to police, the stakes were
found next to the holes they were
removed from.

Sunday, June 22, a resident reported
that his wallet was either lost or sto-
len at a theater on Route 22. Accord-
ing to police, the wallet contained

several credit cards, a New Jersey
driver’s license, Social Security card
and $1,600 in cash, all belonging to
the victim.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 17, Michael T.

Sweeney, 37, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a field investigation on
an outstanding Somerville warrant.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, June 17, a resident of Oak
Court reported that his wallet was
stolen out of his unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the street.

Saturday, June 21, Alex E. Harris,
22, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Jersey City
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, June 22, Leon T. Golding,
40, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
multiple Scotch Plains warrants after
police responded to a dispute at a
South Avenue gas station. According
to police, he was processed and turned
over to the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment.

Monday, June 23, Yofre Marcelo
Chima-Navla, 30, of Elizabeth was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Newark after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. According
to police, he was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, June 23, an unlocked bi-
cycle valued at $100 was stolen from
the driveway of a residence on Tren-
ton Avenue.

Tuesday, June 24, Salmon T.
Sheridan, 36, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on a Mansfield Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Second Street. According to police,
he was processed and released after
posting bail.

Tuesday, June 24, Jaime E.
Hardges, 30, of Rutherford was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Clark after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police,
she was being processed and is ex-
pected to post bail.

Tuesday, June 24, a resident of
Woodland Avenue reported that some-
one broke the windshield of his mo-
tor vehicle while it was parked in the
driveway.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LaGRANDE SUMMER NIGHT...Fanwood Recreation Commissioner Bruce
Zakarian, who also performs as a professional clown, helps kick off the borough’s
second annual Summer Party in the Park Tuesday night. The event drew scores
of kids, parents and volunteers with games, rides, food, prizes and a movie.

Pictures of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduates will be
published in next week’s edition of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

put personal opinions regarding the
ordinance aside to help make the SID
a success.

Sal Lamastra, whose business is
located on East Second Street, opened
the public discussion stating his firm
opposition to the ordinance. “We don’t
have to try it out, we know it won’t
work,” Mr. Lamastra said. “We are
business people and we have been in
business before most of you were
born.”

In the weeks leading up to this
meeting, a petition was passed around
where Mr. Lamastra collected over
120 signatures against the ordinance.
Mr. Lamastra said after personally
speaking with the audience at
Tuesday’s meeting and business own-
ers in the community he knows that
most people do not want the SID.

“I would rather pay an attorney to
fight this than have you [council]
force this down our throats,” Mr.
Lamastra said.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
for the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, made an appearance at the
meeting asking the council to pass
the ordinance. Mrs. Cronin said that
out of the 566 towns in New Jersey,
76 have SID’s.

“I encourage you to have an open
mind,” Mrs. Cronin said. “It is not an
overnight fix-it, and it will take a long
time, but it’s not a big bad ugly mon-
ster.”

The overall argument among those
in support of the ordinance was the
need for change in Scotch Plains.
“Money is not the problem and the
economy is not the problem,” said
former Mayor and ex-Councilman
Gabe Spera. “We need change in this
town, let’s do something positive.”

After close to 30 Scotch Plains and
Westfield residents voiced their opin-
ions about the SID, it was clear that
the public’s views on the matter were
split with a slight majority favoring
the ordinance.

Following the public discussion, the
council went into a closed session for
five minutes where it was decided that
Mrs. Malool would recuse her vote.

As the only council member in
opposition to the ordinance, Mr.
Glover said he was surprised at the
bold statements coming from the other
members of council who have never
owned and operated a real estate busi-
ness.

“Forming a real working partner-
ship could yield benefits,” said Coun-
cilman Glover, “but how can it pros-
per when one partner does not respect
the opinions of the other? I will not
vote to place an addition burden on
them [business owners].”

Mayor Marks responded by quot-
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ing a letter Councilman Glover had
written to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, where Councilman Glover
wrote, “I don’t know why the SID
initiative failed, the district is an asset
in need of partnership.”

Mayor Marks said “there is noth-
ing worse than hypocrisy,” after read-
ing the letter. Following this state-
ment, calls from the audience and
interruptions from Mr. Glover forced
Mayor Marks to raise his voice re-
peatedly telling the councilman to
“be quiet.”

Mr. Glover was given the opportu-
nity to respond and told the mayor,
“For 18 months you have enjoyed
taking your best shots, and in six
months that will be over.”

Making one final statement on the
issue, Mrs. Malool said, “This [SID]
is not supposed to be political. This is
not Republican or Democratic. This
is not what it is supposed to be, it is
about the community.”

In other business, two additional
ordinances were approved. An ordi-
nance for the revision of general main-
tenance codes, which will take effect
September 2, and the land subdivi-
sion ordinance regarding zoning dis-
tribution were passed at Tuesday’s
meeting.

Boy Scout Courtney Slaten was
congratulated of having achieved the
rank of Eagle Scout and Patricia
Hatfield was also congratulated on
her retirement after 36 years of ser-
vice to the YMCA community.

Garwood May See Increase
In State Aid From NJ Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council said on Tuesday that the
tax impact of its 2008 budget could
decrease further if estimated restora-
tions in the borough’s Consolidated
Municipal Property Tax Relief Aid
(CMPTRA) are approved.

Council President and Borough Fi-
nance Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said that, based upon her understanding
of budget bills passed by the State Leg-
islature on Monday, Garwood should
receive about $251,850 from CMPTRA
this year. CMPTRA for towns with
populations under 5,000 was eliminated
in Governor Jon Corzine’s initial bud-
get.

Ms. Villaggio said this estimated aid,
combined with budget cuts previously
suggested by the finance committee,
would result in a tax impact of $326 per
house assessed at $100,000, down $192
from initial tax estimates. However,
since the state budget has not been
formally adopted by Gov. Corzine, Ms.
Villaggio stressed that these numbers
are derived from her readings of the
current bills and are not official.

“The numbers that I gave are unoffi-
cial and it’s only me reading the bills
(pieces of legislation),” Ms. Villaggio
said.

In other business, the council voted
to allow the lowering of age restriction
from 55 to 50 years old for 20 percent
of the townhouses at the North Avenue
West Redevelopment Project. Accord-
ing to Jeanne McManus, an attorney for
the developer, the measure will now go
to the current residents of the develop-
ment for a vote, where it needs a 67
percent majority for approval.

The council also voted to prohibit
parking on certain sections of Maple
Street, and set parts of Maple Street and
Chestnut Street as two-hour parking
zones. An ordinance to modify portions
of the fire prevention code relating to
standards for inspections was also
passed by the council.

During the workshop session of the
meeting, Carol Kearney and Gene
Jannotti, who own a travel agency in the
borough at 207 Center Street, addressed
the council. Ms. Kearney and Mr.
Jannotti said that erosion related to the

Garwood brook running in back of their
property threatens their parking lot, and
wanted to know who owns the brook
and who to approach to fix the problem.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud said
he was not aware of a title for the brook.
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello said
that since the problem is on private prop-
erty, the borough is not responsible for it.
Mr. Guarriello also said that adding curb-
ing to the portion of the parking lot
affected would likely alleviate the ero-
sion, since Ms. Kearney’s driveway is
above the brook. Currently, there is only
a chain-link fence between the parking
lot and the brook.

Ms. Kearney, who purchased the
property in 2000, said improvements to
the parking lot were done in the 1980s
under previous owners.

Local resident Michelle Heaton also
addressed the council regarding sum-
monses, which she received for failure
to obtain a dog license. Ms. Heaton said
that she no longer owns a dog and that
she also never received the initial corre-
spondence regarding the summonses.
Ms. Heaton said she had a similar issue
with summonses for failing to cut a
lawn at a property that she no longer
owns.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said that the summonses were issued
because Ms. Heaton previously regis-
tered a dog and did not inform the
borough that she no longer had the
animal. Mr. Renaud said that since the
summonses were already issued, Ms.
Heaton would have to go to court to
settle them.

“Once they’re issued, the council can’t
do anything about them,” Mr. Renaud
said. “You’ll have to go to court.”

Resident Bruce Paterson asked the
council if the multiple summonses re-
ceived by Ms. Heaton were a coinci-
dence. Police Chief William Legg said
the borough issued more than a dozen
summonses for failure to register a dog
and also regularly issues summonses
regarding failure to maintain yards.

“If you violate town ordinances or
state laws, you get summonses,” Chief
Legg said.

The council will hold a public hear-
ing on an ordinance to create a fee for
marriage and civil union licenses dur-
ing its next meeting on Tuesday, July 8.

Martin Sweeney for The  Times
THANKS, MOM…SPFHS graduate
Darion Dean waves to the crowd after
receiving his diploma at the ceremony
on June 19.

Inmate Collapses, Dies
ELIZABETH – Newark resident

Addison Wilcox, 33, died earlier this
month after collapsing in the Union
County jail. Wilcox was serving a three-
year sentence due to drug-related charges.

Wilcox died as a result of cardiac ar-
rhythmia due to an enlarged heart, Union
County spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said.

“Invariable,” he said. “We’re not
going to prosecute our way out of
corruption. Given 566 municipalities,
611 school districts, 21 counties and
a $35-billion state budget, 128 con-
victions is a small number.

“Still, we’ve shined a very, very
bright light on the problem, and now
there is enormous discussion of this
at every corner. Six to seven years
ago, that was not the case.”

About the message getting down to
all other levels and special interests,
he said, “I really do [think so], but
that doesn’t mean, I’m not claiming
we’ve changed behavior across the
board.” He added the U.S. Attorney’s
office has a “zero tolerance” policy.

It takes two to three years to inves-
tigate a case and obtain a conviction.
With his term coming to an end in a
few months, he said we have a ‘very
active’ pipeline.

“Anyone who’s breaking the law in
Union County has to be nervous –
and beyond that, I will not be making
any comment about any particular
individuals,” Mr. Christie said.

Aside from political corruption, his
office handles several other matters,
such as drugs and organized crime.
One area of particular concern to him
is human trafficking – what he said is
a “terrific tragedy.” His office has
prosecuted more such crimes than
any other office in the country.

He said due to New Jersey’s di-
verse culture; criminals from Mexico,
Central America, Eastern Europe,
Russia and Asia could find a commu-
nity in the state where they would not
be conspicuous – in contrast, say to
Oklahoma.

His office put two women in Fed-
eral prison for the next 17 years for
the sex enslavement in Plainfield, of
four teenage girls from Mexico.

However, his stance on immigra-
tion is somewhat different.

“Being without proper documen-
tation is not a crime,” Mr. Christie
said, pointing out the legal difference
between illegal immigration and im-
proper documentation. “I don’t make
the law, I just enforce it.”

He said someone could have an
expired visa and that is not something
a person can be arrested for in this
country – although they could be de-
ported. However, entering the United
States illegally and/or having false
documents are a crime and one would
be subject to arrest.

On criticism he received from The
New York Times over the hiring of
former attorney general John Ashcroft
to oversee compliance of five compa-
nies that had been paying kickbacks
to doctors, Mr. Christie responded

that although Mr. Ashcroft may be a
controversial, national figure, no one
claimed he was unqualified for the
job.

He said these five companies, which
manufacture artificial hips and knees,
have 95 percent of the market. Mr.
Christie said the companies were il-
legally paying doctors to use only
their products. He said this practice
has been halted, and $511 million
have been recovered to Medicare.
Medicare pays for two-thirds of hip
replacements in the country.

He said several doctors involved in
this situation are in his “pipeline,”
and are soon to come out, which he
would not comment on at this time.

Mr. Christie said he can’t comment
on his plans after the November Presi-
dential election, and must focus on
the duties of his office.

Asked if Presidential candidates
Barack Obama or John McCain re-
quested him to stay on, he quipped
that it is unlikely that Mr. Obama
would give him a call. Regarding Mr.
McCain, he said it would be very
difficult to turn down a request from
a President, but he could only imag-
ine the conversation that this would
generate with his wife.

He advised the press to be diligent,
and urged citizens to attend meet-
ings, protest against faulty govern-
ment and campaign against elected
officials that break their promises.

“Throw them out,” he said.
Further, he said he knows it is pos-

sible for citizens in any town in to
have a direct impact. When he lived
in Westfield early in his marriage, he
said he witnessed door-to-door citi-
zen campaigns.

He asked anyone with a complaint
of government or suspecting wrong-
doing to call him in Newark at (973)
645-2700; or if they prefer, call the
FBI in Newark at (973) 792-3000. He
said he has e-mail but prefers to talk to
people directly. He said they need not
be concerned about calling and that he
doesn’t record his phone calls. “I’m
here to serve you, the public.”

He said he’s “incredibly flattered”
to be mentioned as a candidate for
Governor next year, but said it is
presumptuous for him to even con-
sider it at this time.

Mr. Christie was born in Newark and
raised in Livingston where he became
friends with Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
now of Westfield. Mr. Christie lives
with his family today in Mendham.

Next year, for the first time in his-
tory, New Jersey will also choose a
Lieutenant Governor. Mr. Corbin
posed, “Could it be ‘Christie and
Kean, Perfect Together’?”


