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Westfield Location is ‘Picture
Perfect’ for Rock ‘n’ Roll Flick
BY KATIE ROGERS

Specially written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A crew of nearly 70
people scramble frantically on a se-
cluded front lawn on Ramapo Way,
where Scott Rosenbaum is directing

his first feature film.
The cameramen prepare to shoot, as

Peter Fonda casually walks onto the
set, where a 1970s Airstream van is
parked in the street. Lauren Holly can
be seen in the background, talking ani-

matedly with those around her. .
The Spike Lee-fronted movie, en-

titled The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll,
is an adaptation of  Mr. Rosenbaum’s
short film, Coda. The independent film
features two lifelong friends – Spider,

played by Kevin Zegers, and Eric,
played by Jason Ritter – and their cross-
country road trip to fulfill their dreams
of rock ‘n’ roll in the early ’90s.

Consequently, Mr. Rosenbaum says
he is fulfilling dreams of his own by

directing the film. After majoring in
journalism in college, Mr. Rosenbaum
says he began to work on Wall Street
and wrote screenplays at night. After 9/
11, he said he made this project a “per-
sonal commitment” and worked dili-
gently to complete it.

“I really just set out to finish a script
and write ‘The End’ on something, on
anything,” he says, “and finally having
the opportunity to meet Spike and
present him the script —he’s just been
fantastic ever since and agreed to ex-
ecutive produce this, and now, we’re
standing on a movie set.

“It’s been a dream come true, really.”
As a drummer himself,  Mr.

Rosenbaum says the film’s inspiration
comes from his own love of rock-and-
roll music.

“I’ve been playing drums since I
punctured my uncle’s drum set when
I was 3-years-old. I popped the drum
skin on his kit in my grandparent’s
basement,” he says. “So, between that
and playing in bands my whole life, I
have a passion and understanding of
the history of rock ‘n’ roll and blues.
It all kind of coalesced into a movie.”

Fonda plays father figure August
West. West’s best friend, Chip Jenson –
a tragic figure in the vein of Kurt Cobain
and Jimi Hendrix – dies at 27, and
Fonda’s character is partly responsible
for his death.

“I’m kind of the hinge from the past
to the present, which is cool,” Fonda
tells The Westfield Leader and The Times.
“I drive the RV holding all the young
people while they write the songs for
the third album of the Lost Souls.”

Fonda says he has a great musical
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Author Maryann McFadden
Enters Her ‘Richest Season’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When
Hackettstown resident Maryann
McFadden began writing “The Rich-
est Season” for a graduate English
class, she had no idea that one day, a
prestigious, national publisher would
print it.

In fact, the route from short-story
assignment to critically acclaimed
novel is almost as enthralling as the
book itself.

“I originally self-published ‘The
Richest Season,’ and the journey I
took for the next year, until it was
sold at auction to Hyperion Books,
was an incredible rollercoaster ride,”
said the author, whose sister-in-law,
Margaret McFadden, teaches physi-
cal education and coaches varsity
field hockey at Westfield High
School.

Joanna Harrison, the protagonist in
this modern-day “coming-of-age
story,” is a fictitious composite, based
on Ms. McFadden’s experience work-
ing with corporate families as a realtor,
her profession prior to becoming a
novelist.

Approaching a defining moment in
her marriage, Joanna moves to the
fictional setting of South Carolina’s
Pawley’s Island, and becomes a live-
in companion to widow Grace Finelli,
who has her own reasons for coming
to the island.

The story of Joanna’s husband,
Paul, is entangled in those of the two
women, a feature of her book that Ms.
McFadden feels sets it apart from
other novels of the same genre.

“Readers rarely get the husband’s
outlook in women’s fiction,” she said,
adding that in “The Richest Season,”
the husband is a real and prominent
character.

“We see their marriage through
both points of view,” she said.

So, how does one go from being a
realtor to a student to a novelist?

“Tired of selling real estate, I went
back to college to get a master’s
degree in Education…to teach on
the high school level,” she explained.

“I found I loved the creative writ-
ing we were doing in one of my
English classes,” she said. “It awoke
a part of me that had been dormant for
years while selling real estate and
raising my children.”

Ms. McFadden had freelanced for
10 years for a variety of newspapers
and magazines prior to becoming a
realtor.

“The Richest Season” debuted in
May 2006 as a self-published book.
By focusing on smaller, indepen-
dent bookstores and book clubs,
she sold thousands of books on her
own.

“I’d been selling real estate suc-
cessfully for years…If I could sell
houses, I knew I could sell this book,
and I did,” she said.

Armed with “reviews and sales
that I hoped would grab someone’s
attention,” Ms. McFadden sent out
e-mail queries to agents.

Eight weeks later, she was under
contract with the Victoria Sander
Literary Agency.

Ms. McFadden said she feels “The
Richest Season” will be of interest
to the residents of Westfield because
it deals with a corporate family.

“[This has been] an overlooked
topic, in my opinion,” she said.

The author has a special relation-
ship with the characters in her book.

“I believe I am like my characters,
entering my own richest season,”
she said.

“I believed in this book. I was at a

‘EASY’ DOES IT...Westfield Leader intern Katie Rogers, left, and newspaper
freelancer and in-office staff member Christina Hinke chat with movie star Peter
Fonda, famous for his role in Easy Rider, on the set of The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll.

Katie Rogers for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT’S ONLY ROCK ‘N’ ROLL…Lauren Holly and Peter Fonda prepare to shoot a scene together for The Perfect Age of Rock
‘n’ Roll at a Westfield home on Ramapo Way.

Maryann McFadden

“I believe I am like my char-
acters, entering my own rich-
est season...I believed in this
book. I was at a crossroads,
almost ready to give up writ-
ing.

“I decided to get out there
myself. I just couldn’t give
up on my dream, and I made
it happen.”

~ Maryann McFadden

Kiwanis Club Plans
October Broadway Visit

CLARK — The Clark Kiwanis
Club is planning a Broadway trip to
see A Tale of Two Cities, a musical
based on the classic novel by Charles
Dickens. The public is invited to join
the group on Sunday, October 5, for
the 3 p.m. matinee.

Each person who donates $100 will
receive an orchestra seat ticket, a bus
ride to and from the Hirschfeld The-
ater and a bag of candy and water.

The chartered bus will leave the
Arthur L. Johnson High School park-
ing lot at noon, leaving time for the
riders to have lunch on their own in
Manhattan.

To secure tickets, call Susan
Dougherty, Kiwanis Club member, at
(732) 382-5367. Send checks, pay-
able to “Clark Kiwanis,” to 4 Cypress
Court, Edison, N.J. 08820.

Set against an epic backdrop of the
French Revolution, A Tale of Two
Cities is a musical about injustice,
vengeance and the redemptive power
of love.

Since its publication in 1859, “A
Tale of Two Cities” has sold more than
200 million copies, making it one of
the most famous books in the history
of fictional literature. The stage ver-
sion comes to Broadway after making
its debut in Florida last season, where
it enjoyed a sold-out run.

Public Can Meet
McFadden at Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store is hosting a meet and greet for
Maryann McFadden, author of “The
Richest Season,” on June 21 from 2 to
4 p.m.

Set on Pawley’s Island, S.C., “The
Richest Season” is a debut novel about
second changes occurring at the most
inopportune times in life. Ms.
McFadden has been a successful
realtor for the past 20 years but al-
ways wanted to be a novelist.

“The Richest Season” began as her
thesis project when she returned to
school for a master’s degree. Her
book is a July 2008 Booksense pick.

Ms. McFadden lives in
Hackettstown. Her sister-in-law is
longtime Westfield High School
physical-education teacher Margaret
McFadden.

The public can meet the author at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield, (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If unable to attend, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy of the
book.

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Announces 2008 Season

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University presents a mix of new plays
and New Jersey premieres.

The 2008 season will open on Thurs-
day, July 17, in the Zella Fry Theatre
with President James Madison battling
a divided delegation and a determined
widow in his search for a more perfect
union in the new comedy Madison. The
play will continue through Sunday,
August 3.

From September 5 through 21, the
new premiere of David Lindsay-
Abaire’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play
Rabbit Hole will play in the Zella Fry
Theatre. The play charts a couple’s
bittersweet search for the light of day
after a life-shattering accident leaves
them drifting perilously apart. Tickets
range from $15 to $25, with special
group rates available.

Premiere Stages also has numer-
ous events presented in the Little
Theatre, specifically tailored to fami-
lies. Running Rabbit Family Theatre
will present Rapunzel on Thursday,
July 10, at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and
Treasure Island from July 15 to 17, at
10:30 a.m. Pushcart Players will
present its production of Dear
America on July 25, at 11 a.m. Ticket
prices range from $10 to $12.

Premiere Stages also offers Camp
Premiere, which runs from Monday,
July 21, through Friday, July 31. High
school students, under professional
guidance, will put together their own
shows to be performed at a showcase
open to the public. The camp costs

$295, and scholarships are available.
All performances will take place on

Kean University’s campus, located at
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

To order tickets, call the Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW. For
groups, call Paul Whelihan at (908)
737-4077. To reserve a spot in Camp
Premiere or to inquire about the Pre-
miere Residency Program, call (908)
737-4092, or visit Premiere Stages
online at kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers free or dis-
counted tickets to patrons with disabili-
ties. Call for a list of sign-interpreted,
audio-described or open-captioned per-
formances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are available
at all times.

GRAND FINALE…Music teacher Elsa
Hahn recently conducted her final con-
cert at Franklin School. She is retiring
after 34 years of educating Westfield
students.

crossroads, almost ready to give up
writing,” she said.“I decided to get
out there myself. I just couldn’t give
up on my dream, and I made it hap-
pen.”

Ms. McFadden is currently at work
on a second novel, entitled “So Happy
Together.”

“The Richest Season” has been
chosen as a Booksense pick for June
and will be translated into German
and Italian.

More about the author can be found
at maryannmcfadden.com, and readers
and book-club members can reach her
at maryann@maryannmcfadden.com.

Ms. McFadden will be greeting
readers and signing books at The Town
Bookstore, located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield, this Saturday, June
21, from 2 to 4 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.


