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background, as do many of the actors
in the film. He says this allows him to
add more depth musically to his own
character.

“I was on the jet with the Stones
way back when. I can play the guitar
upside-down and backwards,” Fonda
says. “I have a big rock ‘n’ roll back-
ground, as Peter, so I can put it into
the character as August West, so you
can see this guy and think, ‘He’s been
there. He knows what it is.’ ”

Filming in Westfield has been a plea-
sure for Fonda thus far, he says.

“The atmosphere is just really great
here,” he says. “It’s not like L.A., where
there’s a lot of big-city pressure.”

Holly, who plays Chip’s widow in

the film, says her favorite part about
shooting in Westfield is the trees.

“I miss these trees,” Holly says. “We
have no trees in L.A. except for the
palms. It’s sweet. I’m just excited to be
back here. I’m an east coast girl.”

Heavy makeup, applied by Amanda
Ross, a 1989 Westfield High School,
helps Holly capture the stereotypical
Long Island mother look.

A self-proclaimed “rock ‘n’ roll girl,”
she says she was initially hesitant about
the role due to Mr. Rosenbaum’s status
as a first-time director.

“Every director is different,” Holly
says. “One never knows until you see
it because the directing is so much
more than what we do here everyday.
But if his taste sustains all the way
through, then we’ll have a good movie.
He’s giving me some freedom,
though, which is really cool.”

Fonda says so far, some of the script
has been altered during scenes due to
the chemistry between the actors on set.

“It was written one way, but you
know a writer writes on a page to be
read by the eyes, but the actor takes it
off the page to be heard by the ear and
the heart,” he says. “So, we have to
make it a dialogue that’s natural.”

In order to prepare for their roles in
the film, Zegers and Ritter were sent to
complete what producer Neil Carter
calls “rock ‘n’ roll 101” training with
Billy Morrison and Guns N’ Roses in
Los Angeles. Both actors did their own
vocal performances in the movie.

Carter said the movie is being filmed
in different locations all over the state,
including the Starland Ballroom in
Sayreville, Keansburg pier, Phillipsburg
and Asbury.

“The Garden State is great,” he
says. “This is a beautiful location and
a beautiful town. The street we are on
has been very cooperative; they’ve
helped us out a lot.

“Movie making is a tough busi-
ness, with locations and people want-
ing to continue their normal lives.
They enjoy having it around the first
day. By the second day, today, maybe
they might be like, ‘they’re still
here?’”

While filming, the cast and crew
ate catered meals at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on East Broad
Street. Although they have not got-
ten to see much else of the town
while working, Carter says there is
one place they had been visiting of-
ten.

“We’ve been running to Starbuck’s
a lot,” he says.

The movie is set to wrap in late July
after a final week of shooting in Los
Angeles. Also appearing in the movie
are Aimee Teegarden, Taryn Man-
ning and Lukas Haas.

Mr. Rosenbaum said he is thrilled
to see all of his hard work finally
paying off.

“It’s fantastic,” he says. “I’ve been
working on it for a long time, writing
and rewriting. I got all the rejections
you’d imagine along the way but just
pursued it and never gave up on it. It’s
incredibly gratifying.”
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WF Movie

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Lest you be thought a fool, you
don’t recommend You Don’t Mess
With the Zohan without prefacing.
Stuff like, ‘Maybe I’m crazy. I know
it isn’t good filmmaking, and it’s com-
pletely stupid, but hey, Adam Sandler
makes me laugh.’ It’s pretty much
what folks said decades ago about
Jerry Lewis. Guiltily enjoyed or not,
belly laughs are to be had.

Mr. Sandler dominates as Zohan, a
peerless, fists of fury Mossad agent
who would rather cut hair than fight.
But Israel, nay, the free world, needs
him. Besides, he’s afraid to come out
of the hairstyling closet and admit his
true passion…especially to his par-
ents. Otherwise, he’s your typical spy/
hero, only more so.

In a film that lines up the stereo-
types and wrestles them until they
say uncle, the gay hairdresser thing
gets the wildest debunking. A bi-
zarre, no-holds-barred send-up of
Warren Beatty’s slick operator in
Shampoo (1975) with a touch of Borat
Sagdiyev tossed in just to impress the
proclivity, Zohan is all womanizer,
and proud of it.

This is delivered Adam Sandler-
style. Which is to say, in a barrage of
adolescent smirk and snark. Zohan is
arrogant to the point of
absurdity…and that’s just the point.
Maybe there’ll be a little lesson in
humility down the line. But for now,
like any self-absorbed 14-year-old,
the 40ish Zohan is motivated by fan-
tasy and hormones.

Still, there is duty and obligation.
So, while battling analogous archen-
emy The Phantom, a Palestinian ter-
rorist etched with ridiculous delight
by John Turturro, he stages his de-
mise. The Phantom nets new fame
and a chain of restaurants. Zohan
heads for New York, his mission to
make humankind “silky smooth.”

Shades of every farce about a rube
who hits the big city in search of a
dream, he soon finds that not only
won’t his idol, hairstyling guru Paul
Mitchell (John Paul DeJoria), inter-
view him, but he’s impolitely asked
to leave the premises. Exiting in a
showy flourish of karate chops, he
vows his triumphant return.

Serendipitously, after just happen-
ing to save Michael’s (Nick Swardson)
life, he makes his first New York
friends. Zohan is invited over the
house for dinner and, much to his
host’s horror, repays the kindness by
sleeping with his mom, Gail (Lainie
Kazan). He identifies himself as
Scrappy Coco…not Israeli, mind you,
but half Australian, half Mt. Everest.

They offer him a place to stay. With
things looking up, circumstances lead
him to a neighborhood where Jewish

You Don’t Mess with the Zohan:
Shampoo — Israeli Style

and Palestinian merchants live in rela-
tive peace. Dalia (Emmanuelle
Chriqui), a Palestinian hair salon
owner acceding to Scrappy’s zeal,
hires the Mt. Everest-Australian, but
only as a hair sweeper.

However, when a haircutter quits,
Zohan gets his big chance. Applying
a rather sensual technique that ends
with a special, post-styling session in
the back room, he is soon legend
among the older ladies. And Dalia,
who’s been besieged by a relentlessly
rent-raising landlord, gets a little re-
lief.

The antics, not as creative as they
are strange and outrageous, rise to a
crescendo of insanity. And each time
you think it can’t get nuttier, Sandler
turns up the crazy quotient. Whether
or not it crosses the line will depend
on your own bad taste threshold. But
unlike some practitioners of le
comedie bleu, his lunacy is never
mean-spirited.

Rather, if director Dennis Dugan’s
film, co-written by Judd Apatow,
Robert Smigel and Mr. Sandler, can
be accused of anything, it is pie-in-
the-sky idealism. Applying the sim-
plest clichés and solutions to its mad-
cap microcosm of the world’s prob-
lems, it almost seems to believe its
comic panacea. We know better. Still,
even faux peace feels good.

Of course, before we can even con-
template that, all manner of hell must
break loose, told to the backdrop of
an emerging love story. Yep, Zohan
has fallen for his comely boss, or so
his pals assure him after he can no
longer, well, hear the call of the
lothario. Thus the stage is set for a
Middle Eastern Romeo and Juliet,
Big Apple edition.

This means misunderstandings,
instigated by a mysterious third party,
as well as by a triad of Phantom
wannabes looking to cash in on
Zohan’s subterfuge. And after much
conflagration we arrive at film’s mes-
sage: There’s always someone who
sees the profit in perpetuating racial
hatred. Sandler stops short of award-
ing himself the Nobel Peace Prize.

You exit the Bijou with a sheepish
smile, hoping your Ph.D. mentor
doesn’t spot you, but ready to blurt,
“Where is it written that one can’t
enjoy the naïve pipe dreams of a 14-
year-old every so often?” You’ll get
no argument from Sandler. Juvenile
as his formula is, You Don’t Mess with
the Zohan is proof that you also don’t
mess with the success.

* * *
You Don’t Mess with the Zohan,

rated PG-13, is a Columbia Picture’s
release directed by Dennis Dugan
and stars Adam Sandler, Emmanuelle
Chriqui and John Turturro. Running
time: 113 minutes.

Seltzer’s Floral Art
Adorns Hospital Halls
MOUNTAINSIDE –The Auxiliary

to the Board of Trustees of Children’s
Specialized Hospital welcomes the
art of Shari Seltzer to the hospital’s
Mountainside facility, located at 150
New Providence Road. The exhibit is
open to the public daily from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., from now through
July.

Ms. Seltzer, of Westfield, has been
creating versions of floral designs for
20 years and her works are currently
on display in galleries around the
state.

Ms. Seltzer’s works, a favorite of
the hospital, are returning to its corri-
dors. She presented a show of
Printmaking and Painting in 2006,
and the current show includes visions
from the garden filtered through the
artist’s eye.

Ms. Seltzer has had an active ca-
reer designing fashions, textiles,
giftwrap, handbags and toys.

Musicians Can Join
Summer Symphony

WESTFIELD – Area musicians of
all ages have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a summer ensemble play-
ing experience by joining the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Summer Symphony Orchestra.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays be-
ginning on June 24, the orchestra will
rehearse from 7:30 p.m. until 9 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield. The final concert
will be performed on Thursday, July
24.

Musicians who play brass, percus-
sion, strings and woodwinds should
have some ensemble playing experi-
ence in order to be eligible for the
group. Tuition for the summer or-
chestra is $125 and all musicians must
bring a music stand to rehearsal.

Janet Lyman, instructor at the
NJWA Music Studio and Westfield
Summer Workshop, will conduct the
NJWA Summer Symphony Orches-
tra. Ms. Lyman is a faculty member in
the Tenafly school system, founder
and conductor of the Tenafly Sym-
phony Orchestra and also music di-
rector at Zion Lutheran Church.

To register for the Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra, call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To
view other NJWA programs, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF Community Band
Preludes 96th Season

‘Small Potatoes’ Wrap Up
Charity Concert Series

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will wrap
up its eighth season by presenting the
pop duo sensation Small Potatoes,
Jacquie Manning and Rich Prezioso,
as the season finale.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street, on Saturday, June 21. The
award-winning Jud Caswell will open
the show. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m., and the concert begins at 8 p.m
and admission is $16. Advance pur-
chase of tickets is highly recom-
mended by going to
smallpotatoes.eventbrite.com. All net
proceeds from this evening’s concert
will be donated to the New Jersey
Food Bank.

The band describes its music as

“Celtic to cowboy” and says it has
taken “years of careful indecision” to
come up with a mix of music that
ranges from country, blues and swing
to Irish, with songwriting that touches
on all of those styles and more.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series supports the following
charities: The Eric Johnson House in
Morristown, Homefirst, Habitat for
Humanity, the Community Food Bank
of NJ and the Keith Knost Special
Needs Trust. Season eight concludes
with this performance and season nine
will begin on September 20. The line-
up for the upcoming season will be
announced on August 15 at
coffeewithconscience.org. For more
information, call the concert hotline
at (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, begins its
96th season of summer concerts in
the park with a performance on the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park tonight,
June 19, at 7:30 p.m.

This season, the band will pay trib-
ute throughout the year to American
composer and arranger, Leroy Ander-
son, by performing selected works of

Anderson’s at all concerts.
Mr. Anderson composed many

pieces, including “The Typewriter,”
“Bugler’s Holiday,” “A Trumpeter’s
Lullaby,” “Sleigh Ride” and “Synco-
pated Clock.” During this concert,
the band will perform “The Waltzing
Cat,” a whimsical number that tells
the tale of a tomcat, with an inclina-
tion to waltz.

Other selections for the evening
include “Firework” by Jan Van der
Roost, “Music from the Chronicles of
Narnia” arranged by Paul Murtha,
and Selections from Grease by Ted
Ricketts, amongst many others.

The band will continue their con-
cert season on June 26, with a rare
joint concert with the Chatham Com-
munity Concert Band, followed by
concerts on July 3, 10 and 17, and the
Westfield Community Swing Band
on July 24.

Mindowaskin Park is located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield. The
event is free to the public. In the case of
inclement weather, the concert will be
held in the Presbyterian Church’s, As-
sembly Hall on the corner of East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue.

For more information, contact (908)
789-4080, or go to the band’s website
at westfieldcommunityband.com.

Summer Workshop Puts
The Spotlight on the Stage

WESTFIELD – The 2008 Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) has op-
tions for every aspiring performer, from
accomplished thespians to amateur ac-
tors to enjoy the stage.

Young actors can
enroll in classes
where they act out
stories and poems,
learn acting tech-
niques, study
scenes and develop
characterization,
act in improvisa-
tional situations, or
learn magic rou-
tines.

Older perform-
ers, in grades six to
eight, can work on
character develop-
ment, timing,
movement and dia-
logue in the Junior
Acting Workshop.
Here they will
write, direct and
perform their own
scripts.

Aspiring actors,
in grades 6 through
10, may enroll in
the Summer Stage
Theater, which will present the funk
rock musical The Wiz, based on “The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz,” by Frank
Baum, with book by William F. Brown
and music and lyrics by Charlie Smalls.

The show will be directed by Kenneth
M. Horn, with musical direction by
Karen Greenstein and choreography
by Irene Ulesky. The Wiz will be pre-
sented on July 29 and 30. No audition is

needed to become
part of the cast.

The 2008
Westfield Summer
Workshop will be
held from June 30
until July 31, at
Edison Intermedi-
ate School on
Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, from
8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. daily.
Enrollment is open
to residents of all
communities.

Teachers at the
WSW are all pro-
fessionals and
degreed and certi-
fied instructors and
a registered nurse
is on staff during
regular workshop
hours.

For additional in-
formation on the
2008 Westfield

Summer Workshop, call (908) 518-
1551, visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield, or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

SHINING STARS…Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) Summer Stage
Theater director Kenneth M. Horn and
musical director Karen Greenstein
peruse music from this July’s produc-
tion of The Wiz. Drama classes are
available through the WSW for stu-
dents in grades 2 through 10.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREATHY BLONDE...In a Marilyn Monroe skit, husband-and-wife duo John
and Linda Correll provided comic moments in “An Evening of Talent” at
Westfield Community Players’ Theater on June 7. See story at right.

FW Kicks Off Free
Summer Movies Series

FANWOOD – Fanwood kicks off
its Free Summer Movie Series with
its annual Party in the Park. The
party takes place Tuesday, June 24,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at LaGrande
Park at LaGrande Avenue and Sec-
ond Street.

There will be a moonwalk, an ob-
stacle course, a balloon typhoon,
face-painting, pasta-eating and wa-
ter balloon toss contests, prizes,
clowns, music, food and more, fol-
lowed by a showing of Ratatouille
on the first Free Movie Night of the
Summer. The rain date is Wednes-
day, June 25.

The free movie series continues at
LaGrande Park on Tuesday for the
next seven weeks: Enchanted on July
1; Shrek the Third on July 8; Surf’s
Up on July 15; High School Musical
2 on July 22; Meet the Robinsons
July 29; Alvin and the Chipmunks on
August 5; and The Water Horse on
August 12.

Movies begin at dusk (approxi-
mately 8–8:30 p.m.). Those in atten-
dance should bring a blanket or low
beach chair. The rain date for each
movie is the following evening. For
more information, go to
fanwoodrecreation.org or call (908)
370-7092.

WF Troupe Holds
Henry IV Auditions

WESTFIELD – Troupe of Friends,
a Westfield-based, non-profit theater
company, will be holding open audi-
tions for its upcoming end-of-sum-
mer production of William
Shakespeare’s Henry IV.

Auditions will be held Friday, June
27, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room at Town Hall, 425 East
Broad Street. The cast consists of 20
men and three women of various ages.
Newcomers are welcome, as roles for
characters with a minimal number of
lines are available.

Three free outdoor performances
at Westfield Memorial Park are sched-
uled for Friday, August 22, between 5
and 7 p.m.; Saturday, August 23, from
4 to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, August 24,
between 4 and 6 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact director Joe Penczak
at (908) 301-0228.

WCP Puts ‘Fun’ Back into Fundraiser
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –“Usually, our pro-
ductions are work, work, work,”
Westfield Community Players (WCP)
President Letty Hudak said. “Tonight
is just for fun.”

Despite record-breaking heat on
June 7,  the WCP family of volunteers
came together to present some pretty
cool talent at its fundraiser, “Evening
of Talent.”

Putting fun into the playhouse’s
fundraiser, the emcee of the night,
Phillip Nolf, sparked the audience’s
enthusiasm by providing the setup
for the performers, whose musical
numbers were nicely varied.

Veteran John Schweska opened the
show with the classic, “Soliloquy”
from Carousel and later sang the
lovely “If Ever I Should Leave You”
from Camelot. His traditional Broad-
way voice matched his leading-man
good looks.

JoAnne Lemenille, who normally
is behind the curtain as the props
mistress, displayed her own musical
talent by accompanying a number of
the performers.

Kaye Gonzales regaled the audi-
ence with the show-stopping song “I
Am What I Am” from La Cage aux
Folles and a thrilling rendition of
“Gold.” With vocal pipes that just do
not quit, Ms. Gonzales offered versa-
tility with both up-tempo numbers as

well as ballads. This tiny dynamo
knows how to deliver a song with
marvelous phrasing and emotion.

Husband-and-wife combo John and
Linda Correll, regulars at WCP as
actors (and the Mrs. as a director),
brought down the house with Cy
Coleman’s “The Tennis Song,” which
volleyed their comedic repartee. Then,
for pure silliness, they did a bit with
Linda dressed as Marilyn Monroe
lip-syncing to “Diamonds are a Girl’s
Best Friend.”

Other notable talents included vo-
calists Courtney Charatsaris, Rhed
Sandico and Vicky Diaz in solos and
duets. Two pianists — Pat Esemplare
and Skip Ungar — each tickled the
upright piano with a sizzling mambo
selection and a poignant medley of
classics.

As part of the festivities, Ms. Mon-
roe herself distributed door prizes
complete with a breathy “Congratu-
lations!”

According to Ms. Hudak, who has
volunteered with the Westfield play-
house for 40 years, the profits were
not earmarked for any special project.

“With a building that was built
around 1934, there are always costs
involved in upkeep,” she said.

Clearly, this is a playhouse that was
built with, and continues to run on, not
just monetary funds, but love of theater
from both the volunteers and the audi-
ences who keep coming back for more.

Glass Menagerie’s
Success is No Illusion

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Actors from the Al-
liance Repertory Theater Company
display a clear depiction of Tennes-
see William’s reflection of family
friction set in 1930’s St Louis in his
stage play The Glass Menagerie,
entering its final weekend at the beau-
tifully renovated Union County Per-
forming Arts Center.

Janet Aspinwall plays Amanda
Wingfield, the family matriarch
abandoned by her husband and who
lives off of her son’s wages from his
job at a warehouse.

Ms. Aspinwall captures the south-
ern character of Amanda with an
exceptional southern drawl.

Michael Mattie plays Tom,
Amanda’s oldest son, a “discour-
aged” young man looking for an
escape from his life. Mr. Mattie ex-
presses Tom’s emotions with con-
sistent clarity that allows the audi-
ence to follow the emotional

rollercoaster of the Wingfield fam-
ily struggle.

Jenelle Sosa plays Laura, the
youngest sibling in the family,
trapped in her “peculiar” world of a
“glass menagerie” because of a
crippled leg and an even more crip-
pling “shyness.”

Ms. Sosa adeptly portrays the in-
troverted, terrified young woman try-
ing to please an overbearing mother
who is “bewildered by life.”

Chris Cusano enters the play as
Jim O’Conner, the gentleman caller
lured to the Wingfield’s apartment
by Laura’s mother to keep her daugh-
ter from becoming a “spinster.”

Mr. Cusano brings the over-the-
top character of Jim to a hand-slap-
ping, charm-your-socks-off climax.

Overall, the players accurately de-
pict one of Williams’ major themes
in the work – the difficulty of escap-
ing reality. Like Laura’s treasured
glass figurines, finitely placed in their
“menagerie,” all of the characters
are trapped in their situations by
their own physical or emotional limi-
tations and find solace in distraction
and fantasy.

Only skilled actors are able to make
the characters authentic in a world
that Williams dominates with illu-
sion.

Douglas Brautigam directed an
entertaining production of a classic
stage play. While a nicely designed
set and complimentary lighting ef-
fects grabbed hold of the audience.

The production runs until June 22,
as part of the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center “re-opening
season” launch into the “Rahway
Theater’s 80th Year.”

Tickets for The Glass Menagerie
can be purchased online at ucpac.org,
by phone at (908) 499-8226, or in
person at the box office, located at
1601 Irving Street.

Setting The Scene

The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll
Films in Westfield

ROAD TRIPPIN’…The Airstream pic-
tured above serves as the backbone of
Rosenbaum’s storyline in The Perfect
Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll.

MUSIC IN THE PARK…Tom
Connors conducts the Westfield Com-
munity Band. The band’s 96th season
of performing in the park will begin
tonight, June 19, at 7:30 p.m. at
Mindowaskin Park.


