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Cardinals Down Yankees, 5-4,
For Internat’l Division Crown

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In what even the
umpire admitted was “a great Little
League game,” the Cardinals outlasted
the Yankees 5-4 in a hard-fought ex-
tra inning contest to win the Westfield
Baseball League International Divi-
sion Championship (age 12) game on
June 7, at Gumbert Field.

Led by the strong pitching of Jack
Simcox and James Brucia, who com-
bined for eight strikeouts, the visiting
Cardinals were able to scratch out the
go-ahead run in the top of the seventh
inning on a clutch hit by catcher and
clean-up hitter Christian Rosa, who
singled to center field to score Brucia

from third. Brucia had earlier drawn
a one-out walk before being advanced
to third on a single to right field by
first baseman Conor Finn.

The Cardinals’ tie-breaking run was
necessitated by the resiliency of the
Yankees who, after being shut out 4-
0 through the first four innings, saw
their bats come to life in the bottom of
the fifth. With Brucia pitching his
second inning, the Yanks were able to
string together hits for the first time in
the contest. John Clancy, Luke
McGrory and Zach Levan reached
base consecutively with sharp singles,
with Levan’s hit scoring Clancy for
the first Yankee run. Doubles to right-
center field by Kyle Heffernan and

Anthony Pirrone, drove in the remain-
ing three runs to tie the score at four
before Brucia recovered and struck
out the last two batters of the inning.

The Cardinals’ scoring began in
the top of the first inning. Matt Fried-
man and Finn both singled, Simcox
walked and then Seth Botos came
through in the clutch with a double to
left-center field to give the Cardinals
a 3-0 lead. They tacked on an addi-
tional run in the top of the fifth inning
thanks to the gutsy base-running of
Aram Barmakian. With Botos on
third, Barmakian, on first after being
walked, took a huge lead attempting
to draw a pickoff throw from the
Yankees’ pitcher. Botos, who had ear-
lier singled and stolen two bases,
sensed his teammate’s plan and broke
for home plate when the pickoff at-
tempt on Barmakian was made and
scored the team’s fourth run, one that
proved crucial when the Yankees ral-
lied for four runs in the bottom of the
fifth to tie the score.

Both teams were retired easily in
the sixth inning to send the game into
extra innings. The intensity level was
at its highest in the bottom of the
seventh inning after the Cardinals
had retaken the lead. With the top of
the order coming to bat for the Yan-
kees, the crowd and both teams knew
what was at stake.

“I can’t bear to watch anymore,”
one of the team parents was heard to
say from the stands. Each pitch and
each swing of the bat raised anxiety
levels to new heights. As temperature
began to climb with the onset of the
weekend heat wave, Brucia, the Car-
dinals’ pitcher, was able to dig deep in
both the sixth and seventh innings to
keep the Yankees at bay, aided by
clutch defense in both innings by
Michael Maguire at second base and
Evan Rossi at third base.

Great defense was a staple in this
battle. Two putouts at the plate by
Yankee catcher Stephen Husch and
an unassisted double play by Finn,
the Cardinals’ first baseman, were
just a few of the defensive highlights.

Remarking on the “great Little
League game,” umpire Mark Zoller
said, “Every hit was a clean hit. The
defense was fantastic.”

The remainder of the Cardinals
roster, who contributed throughout
the year, included Austin Miller, Chris
Hendrix, Dmitri Costa and Chris
Pettit. The Yankees roster was rounded
out by Chris Sullivan, John Birle,
Peter Hessemer, Matt Greco, Danny
and Mike Leahy, Steve Husch and
Nick Sanders.

I have GREAT auto rates for
seniors, please call me

RICHARDSON, DITRILO EACH BLAST 2-RUN HOMERS

Midway Avenue Men Down
Poplar Place Softballers, 17-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive wizardry and the addi-
tion of offensive authority by Mid-
way Avenue was enough to claim a
17-9, victory over Poplar Place in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation action at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood on June 11.

Crafty pitching from Manny Perez
and a 19-hit bombardment caused
major instability for Poplar. Midway
leadoff hitter Rick Richardson went
4-for-5 with an RBI double and a
devastating two-run homer. Steve
Williams whacked three doubles and
a single, and had two RBI. Anthony
Blasi and Drew Koski each triggered
three RBI. Steve Ditrilio crushed a
two-run homer, Bryan McCarthy (4
walks) knocked in two runs and Larry
Logudice contributed two RBI.

Poplar did not score a run or get any

of 13 hits until the fourth inning. Ed
DeFrancesco drilled two doubles and
had three RBI. J.J. DeNoia singled
twice and had three RBI, Ryan Comer
doubled and scored, and Bill Guarneri
posted a two-run double.

Defensive heroics began with third
baseman ‘That’s how you play soft-
ball’ Blasi, who made a superb shoe-
lace catch in the second inning and
followed with two great leaping back-
hand stabs for putouts to kill rallies in
the fifth and sixth innings. First
baseman Matt Cahill made two slick
grabs and team captain shortstop Jay
White grabbed a sizzling liner in the
second inning.

Fine defense emerged from Poplar
as well as third baseman Kevin Ryan
halted two vicious liners for putouts
and Bryan Smith made several fine
defensive plays at shortstop.

“It’s just fun. They’re coming at

you nice and hard, so you must have
good reaction, anticipate where the
ball is coming and, hopefully, make
the play,” said Blasi. “You definitely
must know your hitters. After every at
bat, you kind of realize whether you
can go with it and hope to find your-
self in the right spot at the right time.”

“Without Blasi, I would not be as
good a pitcher as I am. Many of my
pitches are hit to that area. He’s a very
good third baseman and he cleans it
up,” added Perez. “A couple of other
pitches got on the inside and became
kind of Texas leaguers. They just fell
right in and the guys were unable to
get them late in the game.”

Blasi banged a two-run single in
the top of the first inning. The lead
increased to 6-0 in the second when
Williams doubled and Koski slashed
his two-RBI double to left followed

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Cardinals outlasted the Yankees 5-4 to win the
Westfield Baseball League International Division Championship (age 12) game
on June 7. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Christian Rosa, Chris Hendrix,
Evan Rossi, Seth Botos, Austin Miller and Dimitri Costa; second row, Michael
Maguire, Chris Pettit, Aram Barmakian, James Brucia, Matt Friedman, Jack
Simcox and Conor Finn; back row, Coaches Joe Rosa, Dave Finn and Steve
Simcox. Mmissing: Coach Jim Brucia.

Westfield Softball Girls Open
American League Playoffs

The Westfield Girls American
League Softball League opening
round of playoffs began with a “play
in” round of three great games this
past week.

The Devil Rays ended the regular
season with a hard fought, 8-6 win
over the Rangers anchored by the
pitching of Elena Scarano and Emily
Mastrocola. Molly Jennings led the
offense with three hits.

In the first round of the playoffs,
the Royals defeated the White Sox,
16-6, backed by the great pitching of
Marlena Montes and Janie O’Connor.
O’Connor and Colleen Gallagher had
big hits to lead the offense. First

baseman Lena Morello made several
excellent plays to lead the defense.

The Rangers defeated the Orioles,
8-4, behind the pitching of Tara
Reardon and Emily and Zoe
Greenberg. Reardon struck out five
batters in three innings pitched with-
out yielding a hit and Emily Greenberg
threw two shutout innings in relief.
Danielle Cristiano, Emily Geenberg,
Zoe Greenberg and Chrissy Mosco all
had multiple-hit games and Meaghan
Clifford blasted a late inning double to
nail the coffin for the Rangers.

In the final first round playoff game
the Red Sox defeated the Yankees in
an 8-7 nail-biter.
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Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus 

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker   Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

Model
Now Open!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering 
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where 
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and 
specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Luxury 
Condominium 
Residences 
in the Heart 
of Downtown 
Westfield

Model NowOpen!

Luxury Condominium Residences 
For Those 55-plus

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING THE PACE…Midway left centerfielder Steve Ditrilio     follows teammate Rick Richardson after unloading his two-
run home run to increase the team’s lead to 9-0 in the fourth inning. Richardson blasted a two-run shot in the second inning.

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 5 BDRM, 6 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft. colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship

& prestigious location. Outstanding  amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/motorized

chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/wet bar,  1
st
 flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc,

dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1
st
 & 2

nd
 flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $2,995,000.  WSF0065

Open House: Sunday June 22nd  1-4pm • 808 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield


