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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

June 2002: Blue Devil senior Erin
Cockren was selected All-State First
Team for girls’ golf by The Star-Led-
ger. Blue Devil Adam Karnish was
selected to the boys’ All-Group 4 First
Team and All-State Third Team.

June 2002: Blue Devil junior
defenseman Dan MacDonald and se-
nior attacker/midfielder Mike
Debrossy have been named to the
All-State Third Team in boys’ la-
crosse by The Star-Ledger.

June 15, 2001: Heavy artillery
came from the metal “thunder sticks”
of St. Joseph at Brookside Park in a
12-5 win over the notorious St. James
“Gang” in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action. Gerry Rites and Harry Semple
slapped two hits and scored two runs
each, and Malcolm Boone banged
two hits and two RBI. But the big
boom came when lefty “Pounding”
Pete Chemidlin launched a solo blast
to never-never land in right field.

June 7, 1998: The defending
Westfield Men’s Softball League Cham-
pion Mattress Factory bounced back
from an early 2-0 first-inning deficit,
recoiling with a five-run fifth inning,
and put Checchio Chiropractic to sleep,

10-3, at Tamaques Park. In the fifth,
Tim Walsh scored on a bases-loaded
walk and Tom Perrotta slapped a single
to center to drive in Kevin Zippler and
Ron Shovlin. Later, Gene Mirabella
and Perrotta scored when Mike Varano
reached first safely on a throwing error.

June 9, 2000: Two superb pitching
performances highlighted the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation game between Russell Road
and the Hunter/Mattress Factory men
at LaGrande Park. One, a flame-
thrower with a wicked change-up rep-
resented the Road men, and the other,
a wily old veteran who represented the
Factory men. This time the victory
went to the wily old veteran – Al
Manzi – who scattered seven hits – all
singles –and struck out only one but
also allowed only one base-on-balls.
The Russell pitcher, Todd Bartel al-
lowed six hits – three in the seventh
inning —, walked three and struck out
four. A two-run breakout in the top of
the seventh inning gave the Mattress
Factory Hunters a 2-0 conquest.

June 13, 1999: C.B.I. Blue swept
into Old Star territory and returned
with a stunning 25-6, victory in Jewish
Community Center Softball League
action at Tamaques Park. Marty Marks
led the invasion, going 4-for-4 with
two home runs and six RBI.
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Parents Should Be Seen
And Preferably Not Heard

The Den has gotten word of a po-
tentially insidious plot that could
shake the Old Towne of Westfield to
its foundations. A communist take-
over? Anarchists? A tree-huggers’
convention? Free Rolling Stone maga-
zines for all intermediate school kids?
Will we be forced to watch reruns of
old black and white video clips of
Senator Joe McCarthy’s House Un-
American Activities hearings?

Relax, it’s none of the above. It’s
actually far worse.

Unconfirmed reports, from a reli-
able source, indicate there is a group
of people, “concerned” lacrosse par-
ents if you will, who have apparently
started a petition signing around town
to have WHS’s first-year boys la-
crosse coach fired. “Mistreatment” is
their key word.

Let’s look at this a little closer: this
coach played varsity lacrosse at WHS,
and was a member of state champion-
ship teams in both his junior and
senior years (1986, ’87). After play-
ing four years at the University of
Michigan, and earning team captain
as a senior, he spent nine years as the
WHS jayvee coach (1997-2005) and
two years as the varsity assistant be-
fore taking over this spring. He’s also
one of the most intense guys you’ll
ever know. Those are all plusses in
my eyes.

WHS graduated 19 senior lettermen
last spring. A very young and very
inexperienced team (5 lettermen) this
spring posted a 3-16 record, the worst
since the program started in 1978. So
the question begs: does that give
people any right to go on a witch
hunt? There is a chain of command. It
starts, and should end, with the ath-
letic director; word is, if these people
“can’t get no satisfaction” from the
AD, they will take their case up the
ladder, to the principal, the superin-
tendent and, if necessary, the Board
of Education.

Since the AD is the one who hires
all coaches, he should be the one to
determine if a coach should be re-
hired. And since the AD gets out
every day of every season to see every
team play, and every coach coach, he
is in position to make any change he
feels necessary, without any parental
“assistance.”

Parents being upset with a coach is
nothing new. So he/she didn’t play
their child, or he/she yelled at or
benched him/her … hey, folks, that’s
how it works. And no amount of
money or backroom good-old-boy
networking should ever be able to
change that. You don’t have to agree
with it, and you don’t have to like it,
but the coach is the coach.

A good varsity program usually
consists of the following three things,
and usually in this order: 1) good
players, 2) a good feeder program for
continuity, 3) a good coach. And re-
member, it doesn’t matter who the
coach is, or what the sport is; if the
coach doesn’t have good players and
a good feeder program, winning will
be a lot tougher. Cases in point: Gary
Kehler, the best football coach in
WHS history, was 5-4 in his final
year; Kehler, also the best wrestling
coach in school history, was 8-8 in his
final year. Think he had lost it? Or
maybe the well of talent had started to
run a little dry? But nobody publicly
called for his head. Nobody started a
letter-signing petition to fire him.

“It’s a truly sad world we live in,”
said K.C. Knobloch (WHS, ’78), a
former football-baseball standout at
WHS and now an assistant coach, to
his wife, Deanna, of the powerhouse
Moorestown girls lacrosse team, win-
ner of the last nine state champion-
ships.

“I don’t know the situation up in
Westfield, but if we didn’t win like
we do here, we’d be out, too. People
with money use their perceived power
to dictate who they want. Good
coaches are being run out of sports
due to these overzealous parents.”

In the past year, Hunterdon
Central’s successful boys soccer
coach and North Hunterdon’s boys
basketball coach were both “let go”
after parents complained about things
so trivial that it would blow your
mind. And there are similar tales ev-

ery day in every corner of the state.
It’s really pathetic.

Sadly, these things have happened
before in the Old Towne. A longtime
successful coach, let’s call him Spittin’
Joe, had a run of football teams in the
1940s that were as good as it gets:
Three unbeaten seasons, five sectional
championships and a 74-14 record in
nine years, with dozens of players
going on to big-time colleges. He
also coached some great basketball
and baseball teams. But a couple of
so-so years and he was hung out to
dry by the Board of Education.

Did that athletic director get a peti-
tion signed by a bunch of unhappy
parents back in 1954? Or did some
powerful people in town help make
the decision for the Board of Educa-
tion? It’s hard to tell from reading the
old newspaper articles of that period.

What we do know is this: When the
inmates start trying to run the asylum,
it’s never a good sign.

HALL OF FAME UPDATE
The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame

will be holding its eighth induction
on Monday, November 24, at the
Westwood Banquet Hall, Garwood.
Bob Davis, Bob Dougherty, Phil
Gottlick, Marty Howarth, John
Ketcham, Bob King, Rebecca Krohn,
Vicky Nusse, Cory Posey, Gregg

Schmalz, Bob Brewster Sr., the un-
beaten 1973 wrestling team and the
state champion 1991 boys soccer team
are to be honored that night.

And while that night is still al-
most six months away, it’s never
too early to start thinking about the
Class of 2010 … and beyond. Here
is a list of the athletes (79), coaches
(14) and teams (23) currently on the
list of potential inductees. If you
think somebody should be added to
that list, contact WHS athletic di-
rector Ed Tranchina or Bill Jordan
at Taylor-Love Realty and get a
nomination form, or go to
www.allthingswestfield.com and
find an application on the Hall of
Fame link.

Male athletes: Mike Abeles, Drew
Cary, Neil Chamberlin, Steve Cheek,
Greg Chlan, Gordon Clark, Jan
Cocozziello, Dave Coleman, Jay
Cook, Chuck Cosenza, Dwight
Davies, Joey Deer, Clint Factor, Bob
Felter, Matt Frawley, Mark Giacone,
Dan Gilday, Jerry Gottlick, Ron Hall,
Paul Healy, Chris Infantino, Chris
Jordan, Paul Jordan, Ron Kashlak,
K.C. Knobloch, Jim Kovacs, Skeeter
MacCloskey, Steve McCoy, Chris
McFadden, Bob McNally, Spud Mon-
roe, Don Mutz, Dan Nichols, Dennis
Powers, Buddy Robinson, Rick
Sampson, Greg Schmidt, Steve
Schramm, Bret Schundler, Kurt
Stiefken, Dick Stotler, Lamont Turner,
Aaron Weber, Joe Wilson.

Female athletes: Jenee Anzelone,
Claudia Carnevale, Lynne Cassidy,
Jill Dame, Julie Elmuccio, Kathy
Federici, Kim Kumpf, Liz McKeon,
Noreen Morris, Jen Schwarzenbek,
Aimee Stout, Natalie Urciuoli, Amy
Williams, Janney Zonnevylle.

Old-timers (pre-1960): Sam Arbes,
Steve Banyasz, Floyd Beane, Terry
Bentley, George Clarke, Frank Feely,

Walt Hansgen, Jim Kane, Bob List,
Roger Love, Red MacCloskey, Ed
McGinley, Al Pfeiffer, Paul Robeson,
Charlie Schrope, Karney Scioscia,
Rudy Stanzel, Robert Turner, Roger
Twitchell, Pump Vella, Ken Welch.

Coaches: Tony Berardo, Sam
Bunting, Bill Cant, Stu Carey, Shaun
Cherewich, Perry Coultas, Joe Della
Badia, Pete Giordano, Bruce Johnson,
Norm Koury, Don MacDonald,
Maggie McFadden, Dick Zimmer,
Les Zorge.

Teams: 1966 and 1995 baseball,
1936 and 1959 boys basketball, 1971
boys cross country, 1995 girls cross
country, 1930-31, 1941 and 1961 foot-
ball, 1986 and 1995 boys soccer, 1978
and 1985 softball, 1969-70 and 1992
boys swimming, 1987-88 girls swim-
ming, 1978, 1981-82 and 1986-87
boys tennis, 1973 boys track, and
1967, 1975 and 1978 wrestling.

Rich Gottlick (’73) is trying to lo-
cate members of the 1973 wrestling
team, so they can be contacted and
hopefully be part of the induction. If
anybody knows the whereabouts of
any of the following, please contact
Rich at rgottlick@hotmail.com:

Dave Brown, Bill Steele, Joe
Thome, Charlie Schrope, Mark Den-
nis, Quint Mansell, Walt Heiniger
Pete Shearer, John Jacobson, Ed
Belford, Fred Bailey, Scott Toll, Ross
Novacek, Roy Parrott, Jeff Smith,
Ken Valenti, Al Weissman, Daryl
Brewster, Brooks Clark, John Will-
iams, Jay Boylan, John Wilson.

FITTING FINALE
Evan Shapiro, who graduates to-

night as one of the outstanding hitters
in WHS baseball history, had a single,
double and drove in four runs as the
Watchung Conference beat the Moun-
tain Valley Conference, 5-4, last
Wednesday in the first Watchung-
Mountain Valley Seniors All-Star
Game at Elizabeth’s Williams Field.
Joining Shapiro, as starters were WHS
teammates Evan Einstein (cf), Justin
Olsen (c) and Mike Cappiello (1b).

WHS vs. SP-F
Faithful reader Dave Lazarus pro-

vided us with the final WHS vs. SP-F
records for the spring. WHS went 2-
0 in both baseball and softball, 1-0 in
tennis, golf and boys track, and lost in
girls track, for an overall 7-1 mark.
After going 6-3 in the winter and 9-4-
1 in the fall, WHS won 22, SP-F 8 and
there was one tie. The 73.3 winning
percentage for the 2007-08 year is
just slightly higher than the 71+ per-
cent WHS has enjoyed throughout
the 80-plus years of the rivalry.

WAIT ’TIL NEXT YEAR
Six good reasons to look forward

to the 2008-09 sports season at WHS.
1) Tony DiIorio handing off to

Ricardo Johnson and throwing passes
to Chris Sheehan in the fall, and Chris
Sheehan throwing passing to Tony
DiIorio in the winter.

2) Defenders Todd Saunders, Pat
Tresnan, Nick Breza and Justin
Ramalho trying to not allow a goal
for the entire soccer season.

3) A healthy Diana Venezia and
Gabby Jakub returning in volleyball
and basketball, and Kim Townsend in
volleyball and softball.

4) Chris DeLaFuente, Matt
Meserole and a potentially, scary-
good boys swim team.

5) Cyndil Matthew (softball) and
Chris Jenkins (baseball).

6) Seniors Dean Thompson, James
Chu, Greg Luppescu and Co. going
after a third straight Group 4 tennis
title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complains and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!
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EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS

David B. Corbin (July 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLISION AT HOME…Checchio’s Brian Chapman, left, plows into Mattress
Factory catcher Chris Masterson during a Westfield Softball League game in 1998.
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David B. Corbin (Archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD OLD DAYS…Vicky Nusse, left, who will be inducted into the Westfield
High School Athletic Hall of Fame in November, poses with Becky Hamilton,
center, and Amy Coccaro prior to a Powder Puff Game.
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