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Raymar Earns Awards
For Academics, ROTC

SCOTCH PLAINS – Aaron Liebowitz
Raymar, a long-time member of Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, re-
cently was awarded the top honor – a
silver saber – from the Lehigh Valley
Steel Battalion, as voted by the cadre and
corps of the battalion. The award is given
each year to the one college senior who
has exemplified what it means to be an
Army officer over the four years of
ROTC, not only in the classroom but
also physically, mentally and by leading
others to exceed their own potential.

Aaron will be commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the United States
Army, branched to Combat Arms/
Field Artillery, at the same time he is
graduating from Lehigh University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
business and finance.

Aaron also received the Department
of the Army Superior Cadet Award for
the second time, which is presented
annually to the most outstanding Army
ROTC cadet in each class, based upon
ROTC and academic standing and dem-
onstrated officer potential.

Additionally, Aaron was recognized
with the Robert Rosenbaum Award for
his high level of participation as captain
of the ROTC Scabbard and Blade Honor
Society.

Aaron earned his Airborne Wings,
completed the highly rigorous and elite
Winter Extreme Climate Mountain
Warfare School and served an ROTC
internship in military intelligence.

At the same time, he earned the Army
of the Republic of Germany award for
extreme physical prowess.

As captain of the Ranger Challenge
Team, Aaron earned the Brigade
Commander’s Award. He recently was
selected to and attended an elite leader-
ship conference at the United States
Naval Academy for college leaders.

Aaron was Cadet Battalion Com-
mander this past semester, having served
previously as the Cadet Executive Of-
ficer. Aaron expects to join the 4th
Infantry, 3rd Field Artillery Brigade at
Ft. Carson, Colo. in spring of 2009,
after a year of training.

Aaron was a recruited Division I
swimmer; he was co-captain of the
Watchung Hills Regional High School
Varsity Men’s Swim Team, having
earned numerous awards and having
participated for many years as a YMCA
swimmer.

Hands-on Recycling
For Brunner Students
SCOTCH PLAINS – Representa-

tives of the Siemens Community Out-
reach Program visited the fourth grade
at Brunner School on May 21, to teach
a lesson on “Living Green,” a paper-
recycling project.

The discussion included the types of
trash consumed during a typical school
day, the types of materials that can be
recycled and a hands-on demonstration
of how paper is recycled.

For the hands-on portion of the les-
son, the children mixed torn pieces of
waste paper in a blender with water to
make a sludge, which dried into re-
cycled paper.

At the completion of the course, each
student received a certificate of recog-
nition for his or her successful partici-
pation.

FINE ORATOR...Jake Payami of
Scotch Plains, the son of Maurice Payami
and Renee Payami, captivates the audi-
ence with the tale of magician Harry
Houdini’s life. Third graders at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
eloquently delivered speeches about the
struggles, strides and accomplishments
of prominent historical figures, includ-
ing Pocahontas, Amelia Earhart and
Alexander Graham Bell, on May 28.

Zhu Competes In
National Bio Olympiad

WESTFIELD – Michael Zhu from
the Union County Academy for In-
formation Technology in Westfield is
among the nation’s top 20 young bi-
ology scholars competing in the sixth
annual USA Biology Olympiad
(USABO) National Finals, at George
Mason University.

The finalists are competing for a
place on the four-member Team USA
that will compete at the International
Biology Olympiad (IBO) in Mumbai,
India.

The USABO national finalists were
selected after participating in an open
exam followed by a semifinal exam.
Nearly 10,000 students from across
the nation registered for the open
exam this year.

All four members of the 2007 Team
USA earned gold medals at the 2007
IBO garnering the title, “Number One
World Team.”

Holocaust Survivor Fedash
Speaks to UCHS Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Cranford
resident and Holocaust survivor Luba
Fedash, author of “Blossoms on a
Rooftop,” recently visited Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains to speak to students in Allan
Wright’s religion classes.

As a child, Ms. Czerhoniak Fedash
experienced firsthand the brutality
that the Nazis wrought in her home-
land of Lemkovyna, Poland. Her fa-
ther escaped the clutches of the Na-
zis by fleeing to America.

She shared with students the story
of how she, as a 6-year-old girl,
fooled two Nazis who had paid their
home a visit into thinking that her
brother, Michael, was already taken,
when he was, in fact, hiding under
the trunk on which the Nazi soldier
was sitting.

It would be close to nine years
before they were reunited with their
father and resettled in Jersey City.

Throughout her account of life in

a peasant Polish village in the
Carpathian Mountains, she spoke of
the “devastating” effects of the war –
no school, no sports, little clothing
or food and fear that the Nazis would
capture her brother.

That fear was realized as her
brother, at the age of 18, was cap-
tured on a train and sent to Auschwitz
concentration camp.

Her book also describes coming to
America, her loneliness and anxiety
of not knowing English and being in
a city where an unknown neighbor’s
flowers growing on the rooftop gave
her hope and inspiration.

I’M A SURVIVOR...Union Catholic High School of Scotch Plains welcomed
Holocaust survivor Luba Fedash, who told the students that flowers growing on
her neighbor’s rooftop provided her with hope and inspiration when she came to
the United States. This led to her writing “Blossoms on a Rooftop.”

OFF TO QUINNIPIAC…Kristen
Koepfler was awarded a scholarship
from the Westfield Rotary Club. She
serves as a peer minister at St. Helen’s
Church of Westfield and also volun-
teered at Sister Pat’s Cancer Camp for
Children. Kristen, a senior at Westfield
High School, will attend Quinnipiac
University in Connecticut this fall. She
is the daughter of Donna and Frank
Koepfler of Westfield.

WF Student Brown
To Study in China

WESTFIELD – On June 9, Ryan
Brown of Westfield was one of 10 high
school students honored with a $750
scholarship with the American Insti-
tute for Foreign Study (AIFS) to par-
ticipate in the Summer Advantage pro-
gram. Ryan will be studying in Nanjing
at the University of China.

By being involved in multicultural
activities and serving as a model stu-
dent to peers, Ryan was deserving of
this award.

Hundreds of high school students
across the country will study abroad
with Summer Advantage this summer.

High school students can participate
in the Summer Advantage program if
they have completed their high school
sophomore, junior or senior year.

To learn more about Summer Ad-
vantage or to speak with any of the
scholarship winners, contact Direc-
tor Amy Van Stone at (800) 913-
7151, or by e-mail at
summeradvantage@aifs.com.

Students Honored with
deLeeuw Scholarships

AREA — Twenty-seven students
shared $40,000 this year, when the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund
announced its annual winners on June
10. The awards bring the fund’s total
gifts to $844,000.

The awards dinner was held at the
Spain Inn located in Piscataway. Five
area Rotary Clubs act as selectors for
the deLeeuw Fund, which is a fund of
the Plainfield Foundation.

The scholarships are financed from
a bequest by Adele deLeeuw, long-
time Plainfield resident, author of 80
books, journalist and arts activist.

Four college seniors who have won
scholarships for four consecutive
years were honored as Adele deLeeuw
Senior Scholars. Vester Howard III of
Scotch Plains, communications ma-
jor at Edinborough University, was
awarded $2,000. Jason Krueger of
Scotch Plains, mechanical engineer-
ing major at Cornell University, was
given $1,000. Patrick Pryor of South
Plainfield, writing and literature ma-
jor at Emerson College, was awarded
$1,000. Sara Ashley Traynor of
Roselle, mechanical and aerospace
engineering major at Cornell, was
given $2,500.

Winners from the graduating class
of 2008 included the following:

From Plainfield High School,
Chanice Sears, $1,000; Edwin Terun,
$1,000; and Joseph Tiller, $1,500.

From North Plainfield High School,
Elisa Salvemini, $1,000.

From South Plainfield High School,
Lillian Blanco, Christopher Duquette,
Kaitlin Egan, Przemyslaw “Pem”
Lasota, Jonathan Marcoux and Alison
Smith were all awarded $1,000.

Julian Blake Tavormina from
Watchung Hills Regional High School
won $3,000.

Bailey Marie Cardinal and Molly
Rodino, graduates of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, each received
$1,000.

Sky Chung from Union County
Magnet High School was given
$1,000.

Kailynn Barbour from Edison High
School won $3,000.

Repeat winners already in college
included:

From South Plainfield High School,
Nicholas Baldasarre, Roger Williams

University, $1,000.
From Plainfield High School,

Cierra Green, Georgia State Univer-
sity; and Caleb Williams, Rutgers
University, each $1,000.

Alejandra Fernandes, a graduate of
Mount St. Mary Academy, now at
Catholic University of America, won
$2,500.

Julian Phillipe of Union Catholic
High School, attending St. Joseph’s
University, received $1,000.

Daisy Fung of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, now at Rutgers
University, won $1,000.

Arkor Kolubah of North Plainfield
High School, now at Houghton Col-
lege, was given $1,500.

Ana M. Jimenez Moreno of Edison
High School, now at Rutgers Univer-
sity, won $5,000.

Applications for 2009 Adele
deLeeuw scholarships will be avail-
able in January from high schools in
Plainfield, South Plainfield, Warren,
Watchung, Edison, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. For further information,
call Sally Young, scholarship admin-
istrator, at (732) 381-6269.

Former Leader Intern
Williams Graduates

WESTFIELD – Donald Williams
was one of 423 seniors to graduate
from Davidson College in com-
mencement exercises on May 18. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Williams, Jr. and a Westfield High
School graduate.

Donald earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics, while minoring
in music. While at Davidson, he served
as president of the Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity, secretary of the Bernard
Society of Mathematics and senior
class agent for the annual fund.

While in high school, Donald in-
terned at The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
supervised the intern program in 2006.

He has accepted a position with
IBM as a supply chain consultant based
in Washington, D.C.

Atan looks good,
an education

lasts longer.

Many Courses Start
the Week of

July 8th

• Get started on a college career or earn credits toward
your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations or learn

from home with Telecourses & Online courses

This summer, do something that’ll CHANGE your LIFE

For info call (908)709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

First Baptist to Focus
On Children Sunday
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will focus on its grade-
school children this Sunday, June 22, at
the 10:15 a.m. worship service.

Youngsters in kindergarten through
grade 5 will sing anthems with Director
Erin Klein of South Plainfield and ac-
companist Bill Mathews, director of
music at First Baptist. They will dem-
onstrate the motions that accompany a
taped song learned in their Christian
Education program this spring and
will share a scripture verse they memo-
rized, which is recited with motions.

Both these activities were part of
KIDMO, an interactive Christian
children’s program offered by First
Baptist.

Senior Pastor Dee Dee Turlington
will share a “family-friendly sermon,”
and volunteers who taught and assisted
the children from September through
June will be recognized and thanked.

This program will mark the close
of the academic year at First Baptist.
Summer programs include week-
night Vacation Bible School, July 21
to 25; weekday Youth in Action,
August 18 to 22, and a Summer
Olympics one Saturday in August.

For more details on Children’s
Sunday or any of the summer pro-
grams, call (908) 233-2278, e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
visit fbcwestfield.org.

WF Student Receives
Memorial Award

WESTFIELD — Alexandra Pecora
has been selected as the 2008 recipient
of the Brian Piccolo Memorial Award.
This award, given by UNICO National,
the largest Italian-American service or-
ganization in the United States, recog-
nizes students who have achieved ex-
cellence academically and athletically
as well as “service about self”.

Alexandra, a Westfield High School
senior, is co-captain of her softball team,
JV captain of the field hockey team,
and was nominated for the award by
field hockey coach, Molly Phelan, soft-
ball coaches Tara Pignoli and Caitlin
MacDonald, and WHS Athletic Direc-
tor, Ed Tranchina.

Eight Union County students were
honored at an awards banquet held on
May 4, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant.

Alexandra is the daughter of Francine
Lubrano-Pecora and Richard Pecora.

The Westfield Memorial Library

presents

New Jersey Shore Poet

Frank Finale 

Wednesday, June 25 

          7:00 pm 

Reading and Book Signing 

Hear the author of such critically acclaimed  
books about the Jersey shore as To The Shore 
Once More and the children’s book A Gull’s 
Story.  

Mr. Finale is also the poetry editor for the new 

renaissance, an international magazine of ideas 
and opinions that emphasizes literature and the 
arts.

Please register by calling 908.789.4090  
X 4140. Program open to Westfield Memorial 

Library and MURAL card holders. 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  
www.wmlnj.org

BANK ON IT…Westfield High School students display just some of the food items
among the 110 bags that were collected for the Food Bank of Hillside earlier this
month. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dan Russo, Sophie Dekoning-Teasdale,
Mike Abbattista, Francine Nieva, Max Sugarman, Cynthia Lam, Christopher
Yeager, Sue Xiao, Amanda Simmons and Jessica Margolies. See release below.

Food Bank Receives
110 Bags from WHS
WESTFIELD – When the Com-

munity Service Club of Westfield
High School learned that Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan had
received word from the County Su-
perintendent and the State Depart-
ment of Education in May that food
banks were running low, the club
immediately activated its members.

In just one week, they managed to
collect 110 bags of food, which were
picked up by the Community Food
Bank of Hillside on June 2.

Club advisors Warren Hynes and
Catherine Feuerstein also reported
that the recent car wash and yard sale,
which took place on May 10, raised
more than $600 for the club. Juniors
Sarah Vincett and Anna Dallendorfer
coordinated the events.

Thanks to the money raised through
the car wash and a donation from the
Westfield Service League, the club is
in the process of purchasing addi-
tional recycling bins for the school as
part of its recycling initiative.

WF’s Koepfler Makes
Rider Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Lauren Koepfler
of Westfield earned a place of honor
on Rider University’s Dean’s List for
the spring 2008 semester.

Lauren is a sophomore, majoring
in communications, and is the daugh-
ter of Donna and Frank Koepfler of
Westfield.

To earn placement on the Rider
Dean’s List, students must achieve a
GPA of at least 3.60.

Lauren graduated Westfield High
School in 2006.

High Schools Hold
Commencements Tonight

AREA – Westfield High School
will hold graduation ceremonies, to-
night, June 19, at 6 p.m. on the field
behind the school, bordering Rahway
Avenue. In the event of inclement
weather, graduation will be held
across the street at the Armory, and a
notice will be posted on
westfieldnjk12.org.

The keynote speaker for the com-
mencement ceremony will be New
Jersey Senator Thomas H. Kean, Jr.,
who represents Westfield in the 21st
Legislative District.

Approximately 450 seniors are ex-
pected to receive diplomas. Later that
evening, the BASH, an all-night sub-
stance-free graduation party, spon-
sored by the Optimist Club of
Westfield, will be held at the Rico-
chet Health and Racquet Club.

Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School graduation is also set to take
place tonight at 6 p.m. at the Tyson
Field. The Project Graduation party
will be held at the Shimon and
Birnbaum JCC in Bridgewater.

WF’s Bakst Inducted
Into Honor Society

WESTFIELD – Sixteen
Morristown-Beard School students
were inducted into the French and
Spanish Honor Societies at a special
ceremony held on campus, May 14,
including 10th grader Evan Bakst of
Westfield, who was inducted into the
Spanish Honor Society.

To be eligible for induction, stu-
dents must earn an A- average for the
past three semesters of study in the
language and achieve honor roll sta-
tus during those same semesters.

Alexandra Pecora


