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Graduation Day Is Occasion
To Celebrate as Community

By REV. DR. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

It’s graduation season. Time to
cheer! Unless you live in Rock Hill,
S.C., where school administrators are
enforcing decorum at graduation cer-
emonies by having local police patrol
the auditorium and arrest those con-
sidered disruptive.

According to a news report from
Rock Hill, six family members were
arrested at one event and a single
arrest was made at another, complete
with handcuffs and bookings and the
need to report to city court and face
up to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.
Last year in Galesburg, Ill., five stu-
dents were denied diplomas until they
completed eight hours of public ser-
vice because enthusiastic friends or
family members cheered too loud and
long during commencement.

The blog responses to this news
report were predominantly by those
who thought the police action was
extreme and that the rule itself was a
violation of free speech. An opposing
position suggested that one can ob-
ject to rules in advance, but should
keep them when they are announced.
Behind these behavior arguments was
the question of how to appropriately
celebrate a significant event in the
lives of the graduates: cheer indi-
vidually or protect the solemnity of
the event and cheer for all at once?

It seems a minor thing to be claim-
ing the attention of administrators
and police. But it is a microcosm of
important principles in conflict. Indi-
viduals in America do have the right
of free speech. Friends and family
would like to freely cheer their gradu-
ate when his/her name is called. But
the whooping of some interferes with
the ability of others to hear the calling
out of the name of their graduate. The
individual rights clash.

Perhaps the problem could be solved
if the person reading names paused
after each name to allow crowd re-
sponse. At large schools, that could
add quite a bit of time to the ceremony.
So a community might deliberate and
decide either for a longer service or for
applause to be held until the end. That
would be a decision “for the common
good” and, yes, such a decision by an
authorized body, such as a school
board, could be enforced.

There no doubt is a long history
behind the Rock Hill policy that might
explain the rule, but it still seems a
sad situation. Why did such a
celebrative event become an issue of
crowd control and personal rights?

A high school graduation ceremony
is a literal gathering of neighbors.
These people live in the same com-
munity and their children have shared
the same schools, teachers, teams and
towns for years. Some plain sense
neighborly consideration would pre-

vent any need for police presence or
institutional rules of decorum.

So, Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood fans of this year’s high
school graduates: how about it? Can
you attend their graduation with an
expanded sense of what is yours?
Make “my graduate” “our graduates.”

Clap and voice a single cheer for
“my graduate,” but keep it human
(don’t use noise makers that drown
out the next words). Then pay atten-
tion as each young person’s name is
called. Let yourself feel satisfaction
for each one and for the clapping and
cheering that follows them.

Stay for the duration, even if “my
graduate’s” name is early in the al-
phabet, and don’t pretend it’s all over
and start conversing with those seated
next to you. Adopt all the graduates
that night. These are your neighbor’s
children and your children’s friends.

It’s not about your rights. It’s about
our community. Expand your sense
of pride to include all of our gradu-
ates and you will be surprised at how
fast the ceremony proceeds and how
meaningful it all is.

Enjoy commencement. And, con-
gratulations to all our graduates!

* * * * * * *

Reverend Turlington is senior pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street, and the
parent of a 2006 Westfield High
School graduate.

Ms. Krall-Russo Plans
Talk on Jersey Tomato
FANWOOD – The Friends of the

Fanwood Memorial Library will
present food historian Judith Krall-
Russo in a program on “The Jersey
Tomato” on Wednesday, June 25, at
7:30 p.m. at the library.

Ms. Krall-Russo will reveal where
the tomato originated, why it became
one of New Jersey’s favorite crops
and the era when New Jersey was
known for its tomato packing indus-
try and what happened to it.

She also will discuss how a New
Jersey resident proved wrong a belief
that tomatoes were poisonous. Addi-
tionally, she will highlight heirloom
varieties and modern hybrids and the
folklore attached to this fruit.

A historian, educator, speaker and
restaurant consultant, Ms. Krall-
Russo incorporates surprising facts
and hints into her talks. Having stud-
ied the history behind homegrown
foods and exotic teas, she shares her
knowledge through stories laced with
humor and detail.

Audience members will have the
opportunity to sample tomato recipes.
The library is located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road. To reserve a seat,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
 Celebrates 60th Anniversary
SCOTCH PLAINS – Families and

friends of Saint Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church par-
ish gathered for the 2008 Annual Pic-
nic on June 8, during which they cel-
ebrated the church’s 60th anniversary.

The menu consisted of hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, tangy grilled chicken,
sausage and pepper sandwiches,
roasted pig, sweet corn on the cob,
salads, watermelon and cold drinks,
among other selections. Many people
shared desserts that they had baked
or bought.

For children, there were an inflat-
able slide and castle; games and prizes
coordinated by Brian Caldwell, the
parish’s high school youth minister,
and magician Matthew Sawchuk of
Fanwood making balloon creations.
The Sanguiliano Garden Center cre-
ated a flower planting activity.

Susan D’Apuzzo, a member of Saint
Bartholomew’s Social Outreach Min-
istry, organized a “quarter toss” game
at the HomeFirst Interfaith Housing
and Family Services booth. The church
ministry organizes support services
for HomeFirst, an organization that
provides emergency shelter and tran-
sitional housing for homeless indi-
viduals and families in Union County.

Disc jockey Marvet Tiller enter-
tained the crowd with lively music.
“Bartholomew,” the parish’s canine
representative, made his cameo ap-
pearance later in the day.

The picnic committee, led by Rich
DeBonis, included Brian Caldwell,
Steve and Donna Felber, Maria
Grabowski, Sue and Ernie Hernandez,
Adrienne Robertiello, Anne Rogalin,
Jess and Gilda Sapaden and Michael
and Patti Vignola.

Many individuals from the parish
volunteered to prepare, cook, serve
and clean up. Among them were Anne
Adams, Terry Bustos, Jen Cherubini,
Flo Clark, Theresa Cuccurullo,
Carolyn Delasaris, Kelly Dencker,
Lorraine Gilbert, Pat Goldberg, Kevin

Grimmer, Carmen Malgieri, Lauren
and Michael Marcovecchio, Paul
Raphael, Jeff Ringol, Joe and Nancy
Schott, Lauren Schram and Dennis
and Kathy VanNatta.

In 1948, Saint Bartholomew the
Apostle Church was formally estab-
lished for those Catholics living in
Fanwood and a portion of Scotch
Plains. At that time, the majority of
families belonging to the church were
a combination of first and second
generation Italians, many of whom
had migrated to Scotch Plains from
Montazzoli, Italy. The parish now
includes over 2,500 families, with
the Reverend John J. Paladino serv-
ing as pastor.

Photographs of the celebration can
be viewed in the photo gallery of the
Saint Bartholomew Church website,
stbartholomewchurch.org/scrap.aspx.

Barbara Slaugh Receives
Girl Scout Gold Award

FANWOOD – Barbara Slaugh of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout
Troop 561 recently earned her Girl
Scout Gold Award, the highest
award available to Girl Scouts ages
14 to 18 and one that is
earned by less than 5 per-
cent of eligible young
women.

Requirements for earn-
ing the Gold culminate
with a leadership/service
project. After a class trip
to the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial last
year, Barbara was inspired
to create a four-part project
that would focus on veter-
ans and patriotism.

First, Barbara organized
and assembled 70 gift bags for a
platoon of active soldiers during the
winter holidays. She then fringed
fleece blankets for those same sol-
diers to donate to orphanages to cre-
ate goodwill. Barbara next decorated
96 denim squares for an organiza-
tion, Operation: Quiet Comforts, to
work into a denim quilt for a wounded
veteran. Finally, she organized an
evening program at her church and
had three veterans come in and speak
about patriotism and their service.

For each part, she enlisted her
mother, two of her sisters, members
of her church’s Relief Society and
some of her friends. She formally
received her Gold Award during an

awards ceremony held May 27 at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

“My favorite part of this entire
project was the chance it gave me to
serve – though through small means

– the people that gave
everything they had to
serve me. I was able to
look at three veterans
and firmly say, ‘thank
you for your service. I
appreciate it,’” Barbara
said. “I understand a
little better, now, the
great sacrifice that each
soldier has made in ev-
ery war in the history of
this world and why he
makes it,” she added.

A Girl Scout for 13
years, Barbara followed in the foot-
steps of her two older sisters, Lorri and
Delsa, who also earned their Gold
Award. Barbara, the daughter of Lin-
den and Debra Slaugh of Fanwood, is
among the 2008 graduating class at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and plans to attend Brigham Young
University in the fall.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
Scout community serves over 900
girls from kindergarten through 12th
grade. Currently part of the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Coun-
cil, it will soon join with surround-
ing councils to become the Girl
Scouts of the Heart of New Jersey
Council.

Barbara Slaugh

DAY AT THE FAIR…Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains participated in the annual
Fanwood street fair on June 8 with an information booth to introduce area
residents to the temple and its programs. Pictured manning the booth, from left
to right, are: Robin Lyons, Susan Sedwin, Pam Dorn, Wendy Sciara and Dana
Brenner.

SIXTIETH YEAR CELEBRATION…Geisha Saez and daughters Nilsamaria,
left, and Maya serve up hamburgers at the annual St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church picnic in Scotch Plains June 8, which celebrated the
church’s 60th anniversary. Nilsamaria just finished kindergarten at St.
Bartholomew Academy, while Maya will start preschool there in the fall.

Golden Agers Club Slates
Trip to Sight and Sound

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club is offer-
ing an overnight trip to see Miracle
of Christmas at the Sight and Sound
Millennium Theatre in Lancaster,
Pa., one of the world’s largest live
performance stages.

Participants will travel by motor
coach, departing at 8 a.m. on Tues-
day, December 9, from the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains
and returning on Wednesday, De-
cember 10. The cost for the trip will
vary according to choice of accom-
modation selected.

For hotel double occupancy, break-
fast and dinner, the show, guided tour of
the Amish country, a visit to the Kitchen
Kettle Village and the motor coach ride,
the cost is $183. A single rate of $219 or
triple rate of $163 also is available. A
deposit of $75 must be paid by Friday,
August 1, with the balance payable by
Wednesday, October 1.

Miracle of Christmas will depict

the Biblical account of the Christmas
story. Limited space is still available.
After breakfast on December 10, par-
ticipants will be able to shop at the
Rockvale Outlets in Lancaster.

The Golden Agers Club affords
senior citizens a chance to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather useful information to enhance
daily living. The club meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club from September
to June. Membership, theater, musi-
cal revues and other activity trips are
open to everyone.

During the club’s meeting today,
June 19, installation of officers for
the next two years will be followed by
a catered luau highlighting the end of
the club year.

For trip details, call Jean De Tore at
(908) 889-4121 or Mary De Jesso at
(908) 654-4512. Club information is
available by calling Marge Van Duyne
at (908) 889-4631.

Softball Game to Aid
Project Lifesaver

COUNTY – Union County Cor-
rections Officers and Sheriff’s Offic-
ers will play each other in the first-
ever Freeholders’ Charitable Cup soft-
ball game on Saturday, June 21, at 1
p.m. at Warinanco Park in Elizabeth.
All proceeds will benefit the Project
Lifesaver program.

Project Lifesaver helps those with
autism, Alzheimer’s disease or other
debilitating disorders by outfitting
them with a watch-sized transmitter
that can be tracked by the Sheriff’s
Search and Rescue Unit if the indi-
vidual is reported missing or lost.

The sheriff ’s department has
partnered with the United Way of
Union County and the Greater New
Jersey Chapter of the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation in identifying persons and
families who may need the device.

Tickets for the fundraiser game are
$10 and can be purchased by calling
Undersheriff Gerald Green at (908)
527-4450.


